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Deve lopment 
A Fourth Level 
Development 


A3000 030 Oktagon SCSI 2 


Stefan Ossowskis Schatztruhe, Essen +49 201 78877 S 
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ing capability to the max". AFS: the Amiga Power Tool! 
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Up to 650Meg on 
One AFS Hard drive 
No MuFS 

Private user licence 
Otherwise as Pro- Version 
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The Multi-Data Machine gives you a 4X CdRom plus a 
650M removable in one half height drive. The Fourth Level 
software includes the advanced tools for removable media 
which have until now, only been available on the © 
Mo-Miga (FLD’s top of the range 1.3Gb M.O. system). 
Ami-FileSafe - the new filing system which has taken — 
the Amiga market place by storm - is also included : 
along with with Full CDRom support. — 
Prices: Internal SCSI2._ £510.00+ VAT = £599.25 

Options: External add £ 45.00+VAT = £ 52.87 

Oktagon Card add £ 95.00+VAT = £111.62 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE 


http://www.flevel.co.uk for latest prices & bargains 
NEW THIS MONTH 


Books - Connect your Amiga 
A Guide to the internet, Lans & BBS & online Services 
by Dale L.Larsen - This is by an ex C= member of the Amiga 


Networking Group. Well written comprehensive, this is a must 
254 pages £11.95. 



































Warnine if you use a hard drive using FFS then if 
your machine crashes or you reset whilst writing to 
disk then your drive will most likely be invalid. 
Get protected now with AFS. 

All our HARD DRIVES are shipped with AFS 
New LOW Prices 

Phone for details - SCSI, IDE all types available. 


Envoy £45.00 incl VAT 
Amiga Envoy is the standard Amiga peer-to-peer 
networking software developed by Commodore's 
Amiga Networking Group. 

"Cool" 

Dave Haynie, Ex C= Senior Hardware Engineer 
We are Sole European Distributors 

























Commodore Death Bed Video £ 14.00 Inc Vat 


By the master -- Dave Haynie 
Brilliant personal video shot by Dave Haynie. Over 
two hours of recollections, stories & action by 

the C= people. This is a video you must not miss. 
The Christmas present for every Amiga fan 











DISKSALV 3 +upgrade entitlement to 
V4AFS (Now in Beta full release Nov- 
Dec'9S) includes FFS bug fixes & 
support for AFS £45.00 inc VAT 
This enhanced version is a result of the 
combined work of FLD & Dave Haynie 














AFS User £29.75 Pro £79.75 

See the performance Now with Undelete!! 
Per HEC £ 3.50 Other £ 650 

Piece VS £98.75 

For EEC £ 5.50 Other £10.00 
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The Amiga 
Dimension 

Managing Editor Antony Jacobson 
comments that software sells hard- 
ware and thatrule applies to the Amiga 
to, if it is to have a real future. 














SuperDisks 
No.77 and No.78 


This month’s SuperDisks are packed 
full to bulging with the latest utilities, 
virus killers, and, just for you - don’ttell 
anyone else — a specially created 
game or two. Imdad Shah sweats 
over a hot disk drive, while David 
Ward relaxes with a Martini and the 
intoxicating results. 





1 NewsFile 

With their nose to the 
ground and their ears in the air, AUFs 
news snoopers, Anthony Mael and 
Martin Witton, poke around the bins at 
the back of... well, that would give 


away their secrets, wouldn’t it? 
Amiga 


#Y Answers 


By special arrangement with the gods 
of Amiga wisdom, we are once again 
able to you bring our Guru of the 
Answers. Yes, AUI’s very own Amiga 
Answer Machine, Andy (What's the 
set up?) Eskelson. Does your Miggy 
feel down, are you tired after sleep- 
less nights? Then send your problem 
to Professor Eskelson and let him 


worry about it instead! 
Toolbox 


y Andy Eskelson finds 


thats the Amiga Answers questioners 
need some extra help. Here it is. 








The PD 
Stakeout 
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After many days of peeping through 
the letterbox here at AU/, David Ward 
finally gets to see the Postman. Is he 
bringing asackful of PD goodies for us 
to review? Is he hell! 


Write to Reply 
What is the secret mes- 
sage that Bud Vennos encodes in the 
acidic repartee of his Amiga Con- 
science Column? Only the tough and 
the clever can read carefully along or 
between the lines. Can you? 








Xi Paint 
Undoubtedly the first 





Amiga paint package to arrive on CD, 
Gary Fenton thrashes the disc in an 
effort to see if it lives up to what it 
promises. 
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CD Round Up 


Another release from the 
massive files of the Aminet and one 
from Almathera encourages David 
Ward. Gems of the compact discworld. 


bill 2 











Cover picture: Ocean’s upcoming ‘Steampunk’ game, created by SGI Onyx. 
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World of 
Amiga - Toronto 
From the land that brought you sing- 
ing lumberjacks, singing policemen, 
and Commodore, Steve Bowie re- 
ports on an upbeat World of Amiga 


Show in Toronto. 
Everybody’s 


O8 Girlfriend 


It's the Amiga 
whose charms 
are sung by 
Tangent Music, a 
new creative mu- 
sic group headed 
by ex-CBM MD 
David Pleasance. 
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USER PORT 


Hard Driving 
Part 3 


Alan Lewis once again examines the 
platters and finds out that they were 





not just a popular American singing © 


group of the ‘50s. Who's driving you 
home? 





HARD COPY 


6 Networld II 

You might not think that 
ink on dead trees will help you on the 
Net but Daphne Moss reviews two 
books that can. 


82 Programming 


Tips 

Paul Overaa pops into a library and 
brings back the full details on file re- 
questers. 











ENTERTAINMENT NOW 


ei Still Footy Crazy 


Ashley Cotter-Cairns 
dons his studded leather boots, kicks 
a few balls, and grins as his oppo- 
nents writhe in pain. Soccer mania 
returns to AUI in this month’s look at 
footy games. 


& Win A Super 


Hard Drive! 














Subscribe! 
How and why to sub- 





scribe to the world’s longest estab- 
lished Amiga magazine - and there is 
an astounding free offer of Data- 
chrome too. What did Sarah-Jane 
Clifford-Jones have to do to get this 
for such a generous special offer? 
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Back Issues 

Despite being desper- 
ately ill, you crawled down the road, 
coughing and spluttering, to get to 
your local newsagent for a copy of 
AUI. They were sold out. Of course. 
You should have subscribed, shouldn't 
you? You still want that issue? Here it 
is - put aside just for you, and your £5. 

Readers’ 


qf 9 Survey 


Do we give your what you want from 
AUI? Here’s your chance to tell us. 
And you can win a stereo player for 


your trouble. 
3 Arena 
In the Arena a large 
number of number of eager companies 
wishing to show off their stunning 
products to you present their (soft and 
hard) wares. Peruse and choose. 
Advertisers’ 


g index 


Where you can find those who want 
you to know what you want to buy 
when you need something to help you 
know more about the Amiga. 
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Martin Witto 


boldly leads th 


team out into 


the TechnoWorld 
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Seeing is believing. . . Maybe 
Martin Witton investigates the exploding world of computer 


graphics with many days in darkened rooms and brings back interviews with 
leading figures and reports from this exciting sector of the computing world. 
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Computer Graphics Now 
It was once Caligari on the Amiga. Now it is TrueSpace on the 


PC. No wonder it has got the PC users in a flap. They now have a decent 
piece of software to use, as Steve Jones demonstrates. 
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The Online Column 
What’s hot and what's not in the realms of cyberspace. Join 


AUfFs intrepid Anthony Mael as he adventures into the ever growing world of 


electronic communications. 


—alAR 
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and the 
Amiga 
SPECIAL REPORT 


Star Trek: The Infinite Frontiers 
Imdad Shah explores a strange new world. He 


seeks out a new civilisation boldly going where no Shah has 


gone before. 





Movies 


Star Trek: The VideoCD 


All the famous films are now available on 
VideoCD. David Ward finds a use for his CD32. 


Star Trek: The Expo 


Details that you will find useful of the 


latest public showing for Trekkers. 


Star Trek: The Hard Copy 


Are you Star Trek fans? What do you read? 


The AUI review team sat quietly perusing the Star Trek 
books at every available spare moment. 


Who Does What 


Managing Editor and Publisher: 

Antony Jacobson 

Editorial Co-ordinator: David Ward 

Contributors: Kim Berlei, Steve Bowie, 

Ashley Cotter-Cairns, Andy Eskelson, Gary Fenton, 
Steve Jones, Alan Lewis, Anthony Mael, Daphne 
Moss, Paul Overaa, Imdad Shah, Bud Vennos, Martin 
Witton. 

Design: Graham Baldock/Rico Gusmen 
Advertisement Executive: Nick Martin 

Marketing and Subscription Manager: 

Sarah-Jane Clifford-Jones 

Copyright AU! Limited 

Editorial & Advertising: 

Amiga User International 

Unit 2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LX 
Telephone: 0171 586 5606 

Email: amigauser @ cix.compulink.co.uk 


Subscriptions Address: AU/ Subs. Dept. 
Customer Interface Ltd, Bradley Pavilions, 
Pear Tree Road, Bradley Stoke, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ 

Telephone: 01454 620070 

Fax: 01454 620080 


Published by AU! Limited 


Origination and Colour Reproduction: 
Ford Graphics, Ringwood, Hants. 





...And What They 
Used 


Commodore’s Amiga 500, 500+, 2000, 3000, 1200, 
CD32, Almathera’s Photogenics and Parnet, Arnor’s 
Protext, ASDG’s Art Department Professional 2.5, 
Canon’s BJ-20 BubbleJet, Commodore’s 1942 and 
1084S monitors, Citizen’s Swift 240C, Consultron’s 
CrossDOS, Datel’s Action Replay MKIIl, Digita’s 
Wordworth 3.1, Discovery Software’s Grabbit, 
Epson’s GT9000 flatbed scanner, Electronic Arts 
Deluxe Paint IV, Gold Disk’s Professional Page 4, 
GVP’s A530 Turbo, GP Software’s Directory Opus 
5, HiQ’s 1500, John Velduis’ VirusChecker, JVC’s 
HR-D980 video recorder, Micro-System’s Scribble!, 
Macro-System’s VLAB, OpalTech’s OpalVision, 
Paravision’s SX1, Philips CM8833-II monitor, Supra’s 
V32/288 Fax Modems. 
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Amiga User International - an independent maga- 
zine for Amiga computer users - is not connected in 
any way with Amiga Technologies. Itis published 12 
times per year on the first Thursday of the month. 
The publishers do not accept any liability for any 
incorrect statement or errors contained in material 
that may be produced from time to time. 


Printed in the U.K. 





The Amiga Dimension 


mong the many interesting, fascinating even, items in this AU/, there 
are some that are important for us as Amiga users; as well as others 
that may concern us more than that, affecting us as human beings. 
In our TechnoWorld section we have a major coverage of the 
exciting developments in computer graphics. Among the wealth of products 
mentioned two, LightWave and TrueSpace, are both from the Amiga in 
origin, but are now making a major impact on the growing PC market. 

TrueSpace used to be known as Caligari when it was exclusively on the 
Amiga and, upgraded and improved, it’s a hit among computer graphics 
artists on the PC. LightWave... who can blame the talented Tim Jenison and 
his NewTek crew for moving over to the more profitable PC domain? 

In the NewsFile, we report on the purchase of longtime Amiga music 
software company, Blue Ribbon by none other than mighty Microsoft. Blue 
Ribbon were already porting their software, like the renowned Bars ‘n Pipes 
and SuperJam, to the PC in an improved form, which is why Microsoft 
wanted to buy them. Another Amiga software company bows out. 

Though | have touched on this subject before, the software “brain drain” 
that’s taking place on the Amiga market is causing alarm that’s worth 
commenting on further. We have, also in this AU/, some reports on Amiga 
Technologies’ announcements of hardware developments in Germany. The 
problem is that, interesting and encouraging though the new hardware 
sounds, it is, in the well-known phrase, software that sells hardware. It’s not 
the other way around, except in the case of the ever-expanding PC perhaps, 
as the ex-Amiga developers realise. 

We are not getting news of software companies starting on the kind of 
software product that is vital to the survival of the Amiga. Where are the new 
LightWaves, TrueSpaces, Bars ‘n Pipes? Companies do keep their products 
under wraps until they want to launch or get publicity for them, but it would 
be to the great benefit of Amiga Technologies and the Amiga market in 
general for some strong, major, software products to be started and known 
and not rumoured to be under development. 

This would encourage those, professionally involved in development or 
in use of the Amiga, to continue their connection with the computer. It would 
make those of us who support it and who are concerned about what’s 
happening to it, find good reasons for telling the world a more optimistic 
story. It might also help to bring the machine back to the forefront of the 
computer market. 

In our report from the World of Amiga Show in Toronto, itis clear that the 
Amiga Technologies management is hard-working and determined. Yet 
hard work may not prove enough if the software is not there to attract 
sufficient users and developers to the Amiga. 

It might not mean very much, but one of the biggest games computer 
magazines recently ran a questionnaire in which they asked which computers 
would still be around by the beginning of 1997. Now the voters may be a 
shallow lot of games players, but it is not encouraging for the Amiga, as it 
was, to be given by them a zero possibility of survival. Yes, zero. 

Games are just one section of the market, and if you talk to any of the 
games companies, you will probably get the same estimate. That trend 
could turn out to be an advantage for those of us who consider the Amiga 
to be a serious computer. For it might force Amiga Technologies to place all 
their efforts into the higher end, where the Amiga could still stand a chance 
with a RISC-based system. 

However, it will take a tremendous effort on the part of Amiga Technologies 
and their backers, Escom, to challenge the PC. For what makes the PC 
strong now Is its software, which takes us back to my original point about the 
need for AT to make it happen in software for the Amiga, or they can forget 
the hardware improvements. 

On the wider matter of us as human beings as well as Amiga users, there 
is a report in our Online Column of the intervention and banning from the 
Internet of material to which the Bavarian local government in Germany took 
exception by forcing CompuServe to strip it off the Net. 

This kind of action is an infringement of all our liberties and a dangerous 
precedent. As even the somewhat staid Financial Times agrees, it “would be 
undesirable for restrictive governments to dictate what can be transmitted 
over the whole network”. THEY don’t like the freedom that the Internet brings 
to express what THEY don’t like. We may not like what some people use 
freedom for, but that freedom is worth defending for all of us. 

Antony Jacobson 
Managing Editor 
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Hottest 1, 2,3 & 6 Set 
CODE: CD240 PRICE: £29.99 


The Public Domain and share- 
ware software on this disc 
dates from Jan 1988 to 

Dec 1995. That's our first 3 
cdrom disks (not released 
before) and our latest release 
for less than a commercial 
game would cost. 


All the disks have been packed with DMS to 
retain the original disk format and contents and 
it comes complete with an easy to use menu sys- 
tem. 


The CD's Contain some of the best and most 
original Amiga Mega Demos, Games etc you will 
ever see. I have selected a few for you to take a 
look at and they are as follows:- 


A sample of what's on Hottest 1 


* Acieed! [Sonix House] 
Stack & The X-Men 
Tech Tech [Sodan] 
Listern to the Future 
Force 242 Music 
Robbed Beats [RSI] 
Walker Anim [| 1Mb] 
Walker Anim II[1Mb] * CBM 64 Music 
Psychoball [Kefrens] * Salamander Collect 
Exodus Jumping Tiger * Quiet Riot Helloween 
Nasa Graphics* Frog Animation 

Star Trek Animation * Sword of Sodan 
‘The Dolle Demo' * Middle East Mania 
Deadly Jammin II * Plasma Force Acid 
It Came from Desert * Fiendish Freddys 
Kylie Minogue * Horror Show Anims 
Freddy Krugar Sample * Batdance Sounds 
Crusaders Freekd Out! * Joe of Scoopex Pics 
Operation Thunderbolt * Forgotten Realms 
Sound Tracker Jukes * CBM A500 Official 
The Jugler Animation * Cool Cougar Anims 
Crusaders oy Sahar, * Newtek Demo Real III 
Dragons Lair Il Anims * Dual Crew 

Sonixs Extravaganza * X-Copy [Silents] 
Frantic Freddy * Fraxxion Horror 
Mental Hangover * Vocal Attack II 

Esc Singes Castle * Get It up 

Puggs in Space Anim * Run Anim Sculpt 3d 
Yyvyan Tumb Mega * Divine Visions Pics 
Badge Killer Contest * Zeus Animation 

Tfa Wheres The Base * Miami Vice Theme 
Crocketts Theme * 100 Origial C64 
Vocal Attack * Patrol Boat Anims 
Cronics ‘Neverwhere’ * Rebels Candyland 
Evil Dead II * PMC Fractal Anims 
Clothes Peg Anims * Bee Animation 
Space Shuttl Anims * Aliens Mega Sample 
Huey Animation * Christmas Music 
Total Retrial * Total Restyle 

Total Respray * Total Recount 

Total Rebate * Heytris 

Viz Slideshow * Station at Khern 
The C64 Picture Show * Club Mix II 

Club Mix (Beatmaster) * House Samples II 
House Samples I * 808 State Remixes 
House Samples III * Magnetic Beats III 
The Batdance Remix * rare Raves (1st) 
All New Star Trek * 1990 Best Demos! 
D-Mob Music 4 * Thanet Soundtracker 
* Basketball Animation * Asteroids Animation 
* Chip Music Festival. 


* The Knight Anim 

* Fashionating 

* Software oF Sweden 
* Silent Mega Demo II 
* Newtek Demo Real 

* Probe Animation 

* Luxo Teenager Anim 
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A sample of what's on Hottest 2 


* Budbrain II 

* Medley Relation 

* Fantasy Space Il 

* Lost In Space [2MB] 
. A bie Animations 
* Walker Demo [2MB] 
* Total Recall 

* Blues Brothers 

° pe rey ig Dreams 

* 900 Mix [Oxygen] 

* Voices of Energy 

* Ultimate Star Trek 

* Star Trekkin 

* Walker Demo II 

* Mars Animation 

* Best of Raf Vol.1 

* Red Dwarf Slides 

* Star Trek American 
* Play With Madness 

* Zoom [Pixelium] 

* Crusaders Sheet 

* Spaced Out Vol. Il 

* Anti Lemmins Anims 
* Llamatron Jeff Minter 
* 1500 Upgrade Anim 
* Coyote II: Road Test 
* Shuttle Cock Anim 

* KLF 3am External 

* Tech by Shining 8 

* Music Dream 2 

* Crystal Symphonies 
* Encycz Music Vol.1 
* Thing By The Rebels 
* Ray of Hope II 

* Guardian Dragon 


* Sleepin Bag [Horizon] 
* A mazing Tunes II 

* U.S.A. VS IRAQ 

* Juggler 11 Anim 2Mb 
* At The Movies |2MB} 
* The Wall [Kefrens] 

* Nightmare Slideshow 
* Star Trek [T:N:G] 

* Musical Massacre 

* Unlimited Bobs 

* Sweet [Crusaders] 

* Mechfight 

* Coyote Strikes Back 
* Hot Wired Crusaders 
* 2nd [Scoopex] 

* Vocal Attack III 

* Silents Blues House 
* Spaced Out Vol.1 

* Enigma Phenomena 
* I Love Technology 

* 3 Player Tetris 

* Newtek Digiview 

* Dating Game Anim 

* Ice By Silents 

* Squamble 

* Super Twintris 

* Terminal Anims 

* The Equalizer 

* Jumping Jackson 

* Melted Experience 

* Truckin on 

* Air Warrior 

* Devils 'No Reality’ 

* Subliminal Vision 


A sample of what's on Hottest 3 


® Agility Anim 
* Marble Slide 
* Jeopardy (Risk!) 
* Sea Lance Game 


* Xenomorph 


* Sickness Simulator 

* Jetman v1.1 

* Vietnam Conflict 

* Ibb 'Mangad!’ 

* Sonic Boom - Jester 

* Star Deck Music * Star Trek Demo 

* Xenon Ill * Wizard Domain 

* Automated Light Anim * Learn in Space 
re Sequence * Knight Moves 

1000 Wasted Dreams * Buzzed 

Death by Stereo * Astronomy Slides 

Fractale Mountains * Gulf War Conflict 

Nakkisormis * Amos Multi Paint 

The Chips are Up * Ethos Game [WB] 

Battle of Britain fwBI . acy FE of Nadroj 

Grapevine 17 [LSD] * Play Sid v2.0 Songs 

Unknown Territory * Trackmo [Redmex] 

The Beast Simulator * Napolenic War Sim 5 

Strategic Games * Mind Games 

Star Trek: Tng Trivia * Sword of the Warlock 

Cult T.V Episodes VI_ * Royal Boulderdash 

Odyssey by Alcatraz * Seeing is Believing 

Hardwired [Crionics] * Black Jack Lab 

Backgammon * Card Sharp 

Subattack v1.0 * Diplomancy II 

Creep Show II * Phenomena Dimensi 

Tea Pot Anim * My Tin Toy Anim 

Mega Demo III [Exit] * 64 Tunes — 

Amy at The Movies Il * Amy vs Walker 2 

Mutant Camels * Manic Raves II 

Boings Anim * Rodent Anim 

Watermines * A Day at the Beach 

Skin Egg Anim * Total War 

Camouflage Anim * Potato Head Circus 

Skunks & Hunks * Golden Oldies 

Amos Coindrop * Amy History 

Batman & Vtol Anims * How to Run by ES 

Amywalks & Amyjogs * Unsporting Anim 

Galacia'92 * Amos Fruit Machine 

Descender * Intruder [Berserk] 

Catacomb Adventure * Clash of Empires 

Legend of Lothian * Star Trek J.Bar 

Star Trek E.Gustafson * Sounds of Silence 

Gathering 92 Tunes * Spring Melodies 

Golden Oldies 2 * Dr Mario 

Golden Oldies 3 * Time Zone [Trsi] 

Get Frogged [Decay] * Xpose [TSL] 

* Clash of the Empires * Act of War 

* Unleashed Fury! * Reflex [Liquid] 

* Its time to Play * Mega Ball 2 + Editor 

* Turbo Thrust * Lemmins Revenge 

* Speed Limit * Jesus on Es 

* Star Trek Themes * Bomb Jacky 

* Balders Grove * Lethal Exit [Digital]. 


* 
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Hottest 6 
CODE: CD200 PRICE: £14.99 


The latest Public Domain and 
shareware software from March 
1995 to December fi 
1995. ‘ 
What's New on Hottest 6 

This is the latest in our series 

NOW Famous CDROM Series 

which now comes complete 

with an easy to use menu system. The Menu is 
very easy to use point and click operation with a 
GUI Graphical interface to Perform the 
Uncompaction of the cdrom for you (DMS or 
LHA supported). 


* MENU SYSTEM - Our new custom written 
menu system will do the work for you 


README - Displays the README.TXT file in 
the text box use the scroller bar on the right side 
of the text to move the text up and down. 


HELP ME - This bottom will display our helpful 
advice Document. 


DMS - You can click on the DMS button to 
unpack the selected program to a floppy disk 
(the disk would be as if you ordered it directly 
from us). 


LHA - You can click on the LHA button to 
unpack to where you want (uses our excellent 
GUI Interface). 


SHOW - Click on the SHOW IMAGE button when 
the option is given to display GIF, IFF etc picture 
files. (See Images in Space section, POV RAY 
and Fractal sections). 


PRINT/SAVE TEXT - This Button will print the 
current text box to your printer or save it to a 
asc-ii text file. 


This gives you the option to install any of the 
disks at a press of the mouse button. Its the eas- 
iest menu system to date and the most up-to- 
date CDROM you can buy!. 


* Modules 

* Educational 
* Business 

* Hard Drive 

* Comms 

* Video 

* Programming 
* Databases 

* Sound 

* Home 

* CDROM 

* Design Work 


* Instruments 
* Clip Art 

* DPaint 

* Music 

* Workbench 
* Killers 

* Hobbies 

* Printers 

* Game 

* Animation 
* Hard Drive 


* Sounds 

* Pictures 

* Fonts 

* Graphics 

* Utilities 

* Virus 

* Emulator’s 
* Fractals 

* Printing 

* Business 

* Prediction 

* MED * Octamed 
* Amos * Cheats * Demo Makers 
* Workbench * Objects * Degragers 

* Modem * Virus Killers * Programming 
*3D * Art Related * Cad Software 
* Decompress 


Pictures 

Disk Magazines 
Animations 
Sounds etc. 


* Games * Slide Shows 
* Mega Demo * Music Disks 
* Demos * Collections 
* Rave Demo * Sampled 


The follow on to the most ene floppy disk 
library from fred Fish disks 1001 to 1100 


Contains hundred and hundreds of original frac- 
tal images (IFF format) in a truly spectacular col- 
lection. Headings like The Star Gate, 
Mandelbrot Spirals, Blue Cauliflower and many 
more!. Also contains the most up-to-date fractal 
and mandelbrot generators, creators for the 
Amiga. 


Contains a section of background and pictures 
pictures from:- 


* Shuttles * Planets 
* Deep Space * Solar Systems 
* Space Exploration 


* Space 
* Probes 
* Asteroids. 


All the latest viewers are also provided for easy 
use. 


* 100 Bitmap Fonts in mono ideal for use with 
your workbench and dpaint programs. 


* 100 Bitmap Fonts in colour (4,8 & 16 
colours ideal for desktop video work and colour 
DTP. 


* 100 Adobe type 1 Fonts ideal for use with 
Page stream users. 


* 100 Compugraphic Fonts for use with 
Workbench 2.0 and 3.0 machines. Complete 
scalable fonts, ie resizable. 


* Alice in Wonderland 
* Tarzan * Huckleberry Finn 

* The Wizard of Oz * The Arabian 

* Nights * The Jungle Book 

* The Heart of Darkness * The Book of Mormon 
* The King James Bible * Robert Louis Stevens 
* Edgar Rice Burroughs * George Elliot 

* Mary Wollstonecraft * Edith 

* Wharton * Mark Twain 

* jane Austin * Upton Sinclair 

* Thomas Hardy * Thomas Paine 

* Hendry james and many more!. 


* Mody Dick 


This cdrom also contains the latest vats @ ray- 
tracer version 2.2 with a wide selection of helpful 
text, example texts and pictures. 


Contains all the best software to help any small 
business or anybody that wants to print 


* a letter 

* an invoice 

* a business card 

* a Letter head. 

* Also has software like Spreadsheets 
* Cataloguing systems 
* Typing Tutors 

* Databases 

* Desktop Publishing 
* Financial Planing 

* Home finance 

* Inventory 

* Label printing 

* Mailing ‘ 

* Word processing etc. 


This entire collection costs less than just one 
commercial game, spread sheet, word processor 
or brain storming program. 


Many of those programs just aren't in normal 
stores or PD Libraries When you're not working 
with your computer the Leisure, Home, and 
rove | aig. bane you will keep everybody enter- 
tained for months. Your most valuable 
resources are time and money - you save both 
with the CD. 


Please add .75p for each title ordered 
towards postage and packing. 


Prof Fonts & Clipart 
CODE: CD028 PRICE: £9.99 


Add power and elegance to any 

letter, document, or design 

with The Professional Fonts 

and Clipart CDROM. This 

disc gives you Adobe Type 1 

Fonts, IFF, onsen ‘eer Sraphic 

fonts, Pro Draw fonts, Type type & 5,000 clipart 
files in mixed formats. 


* Adobe Type 1 Fonts - 4,000 deferent fonts 
for use with Adobe compatible DTP programs. 
* True Type Fonts - More than 1,500 fonts you 
need to design documents that get noticed 

* IFF Fonts - Colour fonts, Black and White 
fonts, Font brushes, IFF Previews & Pic Fonts. 
* Fletcher Fonts - All our famous 16 colour 
fonts for use with DPaint & Video productions. 
* D.T.P - Pagestream, Page Setter 2 & ProDraw 
all all supported on this disc. : 

* PDSFonts - 33 Disk packs, various formats. 
Personalise your letters with: 

* thousands of excellent looking clipart images. 


Over 18 
products 
available upon 
request, call 


for details 


PDSOFT 
1 BRYANT AVENUE, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
ESSEX, $$1 2YD, UK. 
TEL (01702) 466933 FAX 617123 
BBs (0181) 2510077/8/9 


Amiga Utilities 2 
CODE: CD201 PRICE: £19.99 


Its our complete classic Amiga 
Various disk collection. This is 
the 2nd volume to be release 
on CDROM. (Previously on 
1,500 floppy disks only in 
DMS format only). 


You'll be sorted with Amiga 
Utilities 2? 


You'll get software from all aspects of the Amiga. 
Technical section, Artwork in Black & White and 
Colour, all 2,000 of our Now Famous Various 
floppy disk library. 


Utilities on the disc 


* Archivers 

* Cataloguing Utilities 
* Desktop calculators 
* Telephone utils 

* Directory 

* Disk utils 

* File Viewers 

* Help 

* File Copies 

* Hard Drive utils 

* Educational 


* Anti Virus 

* Workbench 2.0 
* Clocks 

* Calendars 

* Copy and Delete 
* Dir View 

* File Finders 

* File Changer's 

* Comparisons 

* Disk copies 

* Keyboarding 

* Mouse Utils * System 

* Enhancements * Emulator’s 

* Editors * 4Dos Utils 

* Menu systems * C.A.D Systems 

* Security * Video Utils 

* Workbench 3.0 * Magic Workbench 

* Astrology * Game Cheats 

* Magazines * Stereogams 

* Communications * Desktop Publishing 


F1-Licenceware 
CODE: CD233 PRICE: £29.99 


The F1-Licenceware CD con- 
tains the complete collection 
of F1 titles from 1 to 100 


Over 100 titles or more than 

200 disks!. This CD is worth 

well over £500, if the disks 

were bought separately 

There's something for 

everyone on the CD - games, utilities, tools, pro- 
fessional clipart, music, beginners guides, educa- 
tional programs and much more. 


* Blackboard v3.0 (image manipulation) 
* Ultimate Quiz 2 (general quiz), Word 

* Plus Pro (originally valued at £15!) 

* Fortress (strategy God game) 

* Relics of Deldroneye (voted 

best PD game ever by Amiga Format) 

* ERIC (voted second best PD game ever) 
* Powerbase (database program) 


ZOOM release 2 
CODE: CD234 PRICE: £18.99 


December 1995 - Contains 

the greatest and latest PD 

from two superb PD libraries 

The interface must be the 

most easy to use CD interface 

on any CD. Coded by the 

author of the great Deadlock 

disk magazine - Just point, 

read about the disc and click 

to extract (Extract to floppies or RAD:). Superb 
and very easy to use. The contents have also 
been updated so you get all the latest PD Untill 
early December 1995 and loads more not listed. 


Comes with an on-line help routine, multi-task- 
ing search routine and hotkeys function. 


If you want the latest or greatest PD Software 
then look here! The CD contains well over 1,100 
disks, over 640Mb's of data or 1.3 GIG's of 
Public domain. 


ok 
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The AGA Experience 
CODE: CD210 PRICE: £14.99 


NFA - Famous for their Word’ 

diskmag, and Bodysho 

slideshows amongst others, 

are very proud to present their 

first Amiga CD-ROM disc - The 

AGA Experience. This is the 

first CD dedicated to Al1200/A4000 owners, and 
features the very best AGA-only software released 
over the past 3 years. Some of the main features 
are as follows: 


EXCLUSIVE NFA - These quality titles were cre- 
ated by leading Amiga group NFA - pence pee A for 
this CD. These titles include AGA Slideshows, 
Klondike cardsets and others. The CD features 
every AGA NFA release to date, including the 
brilliant ‘Word’ diskmag, ‘Out of Space’ Alien 
multimedia disk ings, The entire collection of 
the popular 'Bodyshop' series of slideshows, 
including 'Bodyshop' release! These titles are offi- 
cial NFA releases. 


READY-TO-RUN - Most of the contents run 
straight from the CD. There is no need to spend 
ages agetegee disks. Well over 300meg of ready- 
to-run hot utilities, disk mags, text files, demos, 

ames and much more. Only those titles which 

YEED to be compressed have been, these 
include Demos and slideshows which have to be 
stored in DMS format. Extracting these is as 
simple as double-clicking an icon in Workbench. 
MAGIC WORKBENCH - Colour scheme and 
icons. We have spent months making this CD the 
very smartest looking CD available today. Almost 
every program has a suitable MagicWB icon. We 
have even created custom Ray-Traced icons for 
the CD, any Amiga owner is guaranteed to be 
impressed. 


* Business 

* Emulator's 
* Books 

* Printing 


New Double disc version 


* Gambling 

* Genealogy 

* Video 

* and a hole lot more!. 


An excellent menu system which can view and 
unpack all the lha files from the CDROM to your 
hard drive 


To search for all the Workbench titles just click 
on the search button and text workbench and all 
the disks will be displayed. 


Excellent ready-to-run Amiga Workbench has 
been provided on the disc for easy use 


550 new disks since Utilities 1-1500 was 
released. 


New help and information files, restyled artwork! 
Updated information, Catalogue of New 
CDROM's and contains the latest software right 
upto late December 1995. 


* Greatest & latest Utilities from October ‘91 to 
December ‘95: Utilities, and loads more (see 
above). 


Enhance your Amiga with powerful applications 
carefully sorted through-out our many years 


Our Menu system will help install any of the utili- 
ties to any device/drive on your system. Will 
untha/view any file. 


Supports All Amiga computers 1.2 to 4.0 
Minimum Req Amiga A500, CDROM Drive and 
1Mb of memory, Recommended 2Mb A1200 for 
all utilities to work. 


* GRAC (superb Monkey Island’ style adv game 
creator with 1000's of copies sold on floppy) 

* Introduction to Workbench (Best Seller!) 

* Absolute Beginners Guide to AMOS 

* Junior Artist (kids paint package) 

* Tots Time (one of many kids programs). 


Commercial Software 


Use some of the professional music within your 
games, with no extra charges 


What about the clipart for your DTP documents? 
AMOS programmers have a field day with this 
CD - AMOSzine, guide to AMOS and AMOS sup- 
plements. 


Something for everyone. With a very easy to 
use AmigaGuide© interface with 80% of 

the programs running 

Straight from the CD 


Remember that the 
programs are com- 
mercial, with copyright 
owned by F1. 


All programmers 
receive a royalty for 
every CD sold. 


New - Updated version 


The Multi-tasking search/find will seek file 
names or numbers. 


Just Press ‘S' for search or ‘E’ for extract, press 
the ‘HELP’ key to read the help text. 


Click a button for ‘Utilities’ or ‘Demos’ etc, etc 


200 new disk scene Zoom release number 1 on 
lst of June 1995 


New help and information guide, restyled art- 
work! Which is just Superb!. 


* Greatest & latest PD from October ‘94 to 
December ‘95: Utilities, Games, demos, Slide 
shows, Educational, Disk magazines, & more! 


- A selection of Active software Pro Packs 

- All professional sound samples 

- Over 22Mb of read-to-view/use magic 
Workbench icons etc. 

- 100 Klondike/Card Games Deluxe sets 


* Available to existing ZOOM Owners for 


£6.99 - call — 


80 NEW CARD- 

SETS - There is 

also a ready-to- 

run version of the 

brilliant Klondike card game, with 10 built-in 
cardsets. These include many quality cardsests 
we have created ourselves,and these are only 
available on this CD. Featuring 

‘Bodyshop’ cardsets! 


LICENSED - Amiga Report Disk mags. The 
entire 1995 collection so far, ready-to-view. A 
Gx resource for any Amiga owner. 

/ERY BEST - Emulator's. Run PC, Apple Mac, 
Spectrum and C64 software. 


LOADS - of MagicWB icons, backdrops etc. All 
you need to add a professional appearance to 
your Workbench. 


HUNDREDS - of programs never before seen on 
CD. Mostly downloaded from BBS's around the 
World, and straight from the Internet. 


ALL AGA - Amiga Doom clones. If you thought 
Doom was impossible on the Amiga, take a look 
at this CD for a real surprise!. 


BRILLIANT - Amiga-created images. We have 
created loads of very impressive AGA pictures 
for this CD. These pictures are on no other CD, 
and show what the Amiga is really capable ofl. 


LATEST AGA - Mega-demos. If you like being 
impressed by your Amiga, you'll find a great 
selection of demos on offer. There are many 
which are so new, that you won't have even heard 
of before - let alone seen!. 


HIGH-QUALITY - Artwork and packaging. You'll 
be more than impressed with the quality of the 
Amiga-created artwork and packaging!. 


= * Aliens, 2001 


CODE: CD101 


C64 SENSATIONS 
CODE: CD181 


Contains all the Software 
that we have collected dur- 
> Age? great times on the 
C64. Dating from 1984 up 
to the present day. 


Surprising as it may seem to a 

lot of people there is still a lively C64 scene 
today. Although very different from a few years 
ago there are still a lot of people still heavily into 
the 64, And the rest of you, like us, have a lot of 
great memories. 


That is one of the reasons why we compiled this 
CD. So anytime we want to reminisce the old 
days you can just pull out the CD, plug it in & 
Everything is brought back. 


We guarantee you! that you will not have seen 
many of these amazing Mega demos as a high 
amount have not been releases before. 


Our C64 experts have spent months of fruitful 
work preparing this disc, converting files from 5 
1/4 inch floppy disks, Searching through the 
internet sites, talking to programmers etc. 


Amiga - Contains Amiga tools to be used for 
copying & converting the .D64 images back to 
your 1541 or into your Amiga. Also included is 
the FULL version of A64 Emulator Package. 


Demos - This directory contains our entire C64 
Demos collection. They date back from around 
1986 until April of 1995. There are literally 
thousands of demos and magazines. Oh the fun 
I had looking over my old demos and reading 
charts in 5 year old magazines. The collection is 
as complete as it could be for someone mail 
trading for years 


MS-Dos - Contains various IBM tools to be used 
with the image files. The IBM Tools section is 
considerably larger than the Amiga Dir. In here 
you can find a tool to do virtually everything you 
have ever dreamed of to a .D64 file. Also includ- 
ed are the latest Shareware and Upgrade copies 
of C64S and PC64, the two most common PC 
C64 Emulator's. 


Sid Tunes - In here you will find hundreds of 
Sid Player tunes. All the tunes are in Amiga 
Playsid format BUT have all been renamed with 
PC SidPlayer file extensions so they are runable 
on a PC as well. They are also runable through 
PlaySid. The latest versions of which is also on 
the disc are provided in the relevant Tools direc- 
tories. 


PRICE: £17.99 


SPECCY SENSATIONS 2 
CODE: CD180 PRICE: £19.99 


Contains all the contents of 
Speccy Sensations and 

out 3OOMb more (Over 
5,000 Games including on 
the CDROM). 


Its truly a multiplatform 

CDROM with Emulator's for various 
computer types such as The Amiga, 
Atari ST, Mac and PC. Contains some 
exclusive products which ONLY appear 
on this CD and have never been 
released before. 


You get loads of Spectrum Techinal 
FAQs, Games lists, The modified spec- 
trum ROM, Modified interface 1 ROM, 
other Modified ROMs, Wallpaper pic- 
tures for windows (.BMP) and Amiga 
Workbench (.IFF), Various pictures in 
JPG & .GIF formats of :Tape inlays, 
Spectrum computers, Game level maps. 


Have hours of fun with the best loved 
computer from yester-years, be oa 
paired to spend weeks looking through 
all the games, utilities, information, 
maps, and pictures of this classic com- 
puter. The perfect choice for anyone 
interested in the spectrum computer 
and if you want to convert your own 
games from tape then this disc will tell 
you how. 


* Documents - Instructions, Manuals, 
Misc, QL FaQ's, Spectrum FaQ's, 
Techinal details. 

* Games A to Z - Over 5,000 of them. 
* Wall Paper for windows and Amiga 
Workbench 1.2 to 4.1 


Programs provided for use with: 

IBM PC Computers, Amiga, 
Archimedies, Atari computers, Generic, 
Mac's, Spec, and others. 


ROMS: 

* Contains all the Spectrum ROM need- 
ed for all the emulator's to work direct 
from the CDROM or your hard drives. 


oA 


THE COLOUR LIBRARY 


CODE: CD182 


Contains only latest Graphical public 
domain from all over the world, also con- 


tain clip art and —— coloured 
images, perfectly scanned pictures 


The superior images are divided up into 


various categories to aid selection. 


The files may be “importable” into most 
of the popular desktop publishers, art 
packages, viewers & word processors 


directly from the CD. 


We have included several useful utilities 
erformance of this disc 
First is ‘Filly GIF’, This allows you to 
view any of the images on this disc, prior 
hotovision’ which is 
a full featured image manipulation and 


to enhance the 


to use. Second is * 


viewing tool from Software Vision 


Corporation. Another —— which is 


also a firm favourite is Envision 


Publisher which is a top quality desktop 

publisher, there are of course loads more 

of the most popular shareware titles on 
FI all come with full instruc- 


this disc an 
tions for there use. 


SCI-FI SENSATIONS 
CODE: CD207 PRICE: £18.99 


is an exciting new . 

containing over — 
1000Mb of Science fiction 
related software. 


The Sci-Fi CDROM contains 
Images, Music, Animations, 3D 
objects (Imagine & Lightwave), 
Sound FX, Documents, Tunes, 
Information and Games. 


Catagies include: 

* Babylon 5, * Thunder Birds, 

*Star Trek * Next Generation 

* Deep Space 9 * Voyager 

* Batman, * Dr Who ~* Robocop 
Bladerunner 

* Battlestar Galactica 


> * Tron * Total Recall etc. 


° There are other interesting software catagies like 


Images, Games, Clipart, SCI-FI Fonts, 
© Information, WallPaper, Stories, Music, 
> Samples, 3D Objects, Game Graphics, Tools, 


> and Animations in FLI, FLC, ANIM, Movies, AVI, Le 


Mov and MPEG formats 


, ; % 
THE SOUND LIBRARY 


PRICE: £19.99 


Over 1,000Mb of the best r= 
quality Sound Files. 


Its a with the 
most comprehensive collection 
of sound related software to 
date. 


What you do get:- 
? Mipi- files various formats. 
* Over 6,500 Music Modules. 
* Over 1,000 Music VOC Files 
* Over 1,000 Music WAV Files 
* Over 1,000 Music Samples. 
* Ready to Run - 100’s of Music related soft- 
ware packages, Editors, Mixing, Converter's, 
Sequencer's, Drivers, Players, Trackers, etc. 

- Get the latest shareware & PD versions 
Sound Tracker, Pro Tracker, MED, Noise 
Tracker, EdPlayer, Rippers, Samplers, Sound 
Effects Pro Wizard converter's & more. 

- Latest Whoop-it for windows, Drum Blaster, Tetra 
sequencer, Blaster Master, Windows sound utilities, Trak 
Blaster, Accu Music system, Multi Media Jukebox, 
Cinema, MOD4Win, Music Sculptor, Surfs UP, PC 
Drummer, and much, more 


GRAPHIC SENSATIONS 


CODE: CD105 PRICE: £19.99 


This CDROM contains a a 
selection of graphic 
related programs available. 


= We packed this disc with virtu- 
ally all available shareware 
Graphical and 3d software for 


= DOS, Windows & the Amiga. 
| What you do get:- 


* Animations in Anim, AVI and FLI formats. 
* Pictures in GIF format. 
* Imagine & Lighwave Objects - Aviation, 
Building, Computers, Earth, Food, Gears, 
House Hold items, Land, Logo’s, Misc, Music, 

= Organic, Outlets, Ships, Space, Sports, Text, 
Toys, Tree_Kit, Vehicles, Video and Weapons. 
* Fonts - for Imagine & Lightwave users 
* PSFONTS - For Image & lightwave (Over 240) 
* Imagine Attributes - Air, Angular, Brick, 
Checks, Combo, Disturb, Dot Grid, Envirome- 
nt, Filter, Glass, Leather, LitMagic & Undersea 
* Textures in IFF format in various catagies like 
Marble, Metal, Misc, Organic, Stone, Wood, 
Rock and Water ; 
* Viewers for Amiga, PC (Dos & Windows) 


PRICE: £9.99 


* Animals 

* Birds 

* Buildings 
* Cartoons 
Computers 
Dogs 

Fish 
Flowers 
Helicopters 
Inserts 
Medical 
Military 
Modart 
Places 
Raytrace 
Sci-Fi 
Ships 
Smartart 
Space 
Sports 
Star Trek 
Swimsuits 
* Things 

* Trains 

* War 


* Bikes 

* Boats 

* Cars 

* Cats 

* Dinosaur's 
* Fantasy 
* Flags 

* Food 

* Houses 
* Maps 

* Men 

* Misc 

* Painting 
* Planes 


“ee een enenneneneneneneneener 


Also contains our 
menu system for 
easy use. 


Pro Clipart Volume 2 
CODE: CD053 PRICE: £17.99 


is crammed full of clipart. 
Every one from Juniors to 
adults will simply love all the 
pictures. 


All pics come in dual formats 

IFF and PCX to cover both PC 

& sae * Headings like Teddy 

Bears, Birds, People, Weddings, House's, Travel, 
Humours, Family, School, Holidays, Vegetables, 
Japanese Folklore, SmartArt, US Navy, Cooper 
cartoons, hand painted scenes, Feast of Food, 
Cats & Dogs, Flowers, Monthly Banners, 
Animals, Fanzines, Aquarium of Fish, Famous 
Faces, Maps, Men, Christmas, Medical & 
Surgical, Soldiers & Weapons, Dinosaur's, 
Borders, Monsters, Cars, etc. 


Then as most CDROM's we have excluded sub- 
ject headed directories such as Animals, boys, 
cultural images, floral and natural images, girls, 
holiday images, literary figures, mythological 
images, scenery, transportation, and work 


» images. The disc contains drawings of bears, 
> cats, dinosaur's, dogs, insects, horses. Cultural 
> images from Egypt, Japan, Native Amer-icans, 


Polynesia, Persia are also included on the disc. 
Floral & natural, blossoms, planets, sky, the 
sun, trees, weather. 


AMIGA 
Converter's - Image Studio, Rend24, Wasp, 
Piccon, PBM-Plus, etc. 
Magic Workbench - Contains backgrounds, 
DiskIcons, Disk Tools, Dock Icons, 


= MWB/DOOM, Fonts, GoldEd, HangOn, Icons, 


ImageDrawers, Magic CX, Magic backgrounds 4, 
Magic CD, Magic Dockicons, Magic expansion, 
Magic Icons 1-2, Magic WB, Mirror Manager, 
Modules, Rom Icons, Server, Tau Icons, 
Templates, Update Files, and loads more 
Utilities. 

Pagestream - Contains all the latest Update 
atches along with printer Updates, CG Font 
engine, Editor & Print Spoolers. 

Presentation - Navigator is a virtual reality pre- 

sentation system and will allow you to walk, 

drive and fly around in a 3d dimensional gener- 
ated world in realtime. 

Viewers - ViewTek, Super View, GIFKit, 

FastJUPEG, BView, BigAnim, Detex, Mostra, 

PPShow and many others. 

WallPaper - B&W WBP, HofFidi, Plain, 

WalPaper, WBP, WBP v2.0, and Zip Drops 

which is an excellent collection of seamless tex- 

tures for Workbench. 


PC (Dos and Windows) 


Converter's - Tico View is a 24 Bit PCX graphi- 
cal viewing program for VGA and S/VGA will 
import various formats and convert them to 
almost any other file format like BMP, GIF, ICO, 
IMG, MAC, PIC, TGA and TIF. Also goes image 
pate & screen SPORT. for DOS 
cons - Contains over 100 ZIP files each full new 
icons for your Windows. Will enhance anybody 
windows from the normal dull system setting fo 
an exciting multi colour display. 
POV - Contains all the latest Updates and over 
70 new ZIP files all related to the Ray tracing 
srogram called POV-RAY. e 
resentation - Contains Artshow, Brochure, 
CPMagicl & 2, POPChart, QShow, Resume, 
SFlow, SGM, Slides, SSVWR4, TakeOne, Talk 
Show and ZGraf for Windows. 
Graphical (DOS/WIN) - Contains the latest DOS, 
viewers like Colour View, Draft Choice, Fantasy 
Art, Graphic Workshop, ESF’s Holiday Clipart, 
HomePlan, Fractals in motion, IFracs, 
KrisCards, Mandelbrot/Julia Set Generator, 
Microscope, NeoPaint, realize, Slideshow 
Animator, Trade Show, and VFD (command-line 
motion video cross-compiler that converts FLI, 
AVI and MPG. and another 30+ programs for 
windows. (Too many to list). 
WallPaper - Contains over 15Mb of software 
related to Walpapers for windows. With over 
over 100 ZIP files there's loads of different back- 
drops to look through. 





Turbocalc v2.1 
CODE: CD218 PRICE: £9.99 


Experience is nearly unlimited 

capabilities in all relevant cate- 
‘ories. Turbo Calc v2.1 
>DROM. 


Design - Extensive formatting options, all sup- 
ported font formats allowed, no colour restric- 
tions, various cell frames etc. 

Functions - More that 100 functions covering 
arithmetical and financial needs 

Diagrams - All common chart types 9 gag 
footer and header, legend and axis labell-ing, 
output as IFF-file or graphic printout. 

Printout - Out in built-in printer font (draft 
mode) or as freely scalable graphic (requires 
OS2.0 or higher). 

Technical Characteristics 

Sheet size limited by available memory only, no 
restrictions in sheet or windows quantity, 
import of — formats supported (eg MS 
Excell), detailed amiaguide manual. 


C User’s Group Library 
CODE: CD049 PRICE: £19.99 


The C User's Group Library 

CDROM gives you the entire C 

Users Group Library = 

Volumes 430, a collection o 

more than a hundred Mb of 

user su rted C source code. 

Most of the source code is for MSDOS with sev- 
eral recent volume for UNIX. 

Source code reuse is a key to software produc- 
tivity. This disc provides you with thousands of 
files that you can read, analyse, and incorporate 
into your own programs. 


You'll find. 

* function libraries, inc text display & editing. 
* genetic programming routines. 

* compilers, text formatters, BB's. 

* Games inc Chess, Math Packages, Tutors. 

* Cross compilers, comms support, Linkers. 

* X-Windows molecular structure visualisation 


The C Users Group Library is an essential addi- 
tion your programming toolkit. 


da capo 
CODE: CD196 PRICE: £27.99 


The da capo CDROM . 


The Dacapo CDROM isa 

source for high quality music, 

both for your listening enjoy- 

ment and for samples to use 

in creating your own music. This is not just 
another random collection of modules. many 
of the modules are exclusive to da capo. 


Fresh Fonts II 
CODE: CD103 PRICE: £19.99 


The send in Fred Fishes font 
collection this cdrom come 
with a small book with the 
font families printed out. 


Assassins Games 2 
CODE: CD211 PRICE: £18.99 


The Assassins Games 2 CD 
comprises of hundreds of the 
latest Public Domain and 
Shareware games for the 
CD32, CDTV, and Amiga range 
of computers. 


All the games are accessed via the easy menu 

system. The Amiga guide document provided 

gives you easy access to the games instructions 

_ leg possible to play them direct from the 
uide. 


The Guide also provides compatibility note for 
certain games with your particular machine. 
Also included are over 70 workbench games 
ready to play from the workbench. 


Parnet and Sernet are also provided to allow 


access to the full contents of this compact disc 
on an Amiga with CD32/CDTV. 


ight 2 
PRICE: £24.99 


Game 
CODE: CD228 


The Gamers Delight 2 CD 
contains 70 commercial games 
and more than 1,070 freely 
distributable games. 


This CD includes:- 

* 2 Players (5.58Mb) 

* Board Games (18.5Mb) 

* Demos (33.5Mb) * Gags (1.21Mb) 

* Hints (4.44Mb) * Misc (43.5Mb) 

* Patches (1.36Mb) * Run and Jump (5.53Mb) 
* Shooting (16.9Mb) * Role Playing (18.6Mb) 
* Thinking (25.2Mb) * Workbench (2.08Mb) 
* Commercial Games - Contains even more 
new full versions. 

* All games come with full documents 


i 


Freshfish X 
CODE: CD219 
PRICE: £17.99 


LSD Tools 3 
CODE: CD213 
PRICE: £17.99 


= * Q-Bert 


> * Scramble 


= * C64 Conversions 


Eric Schwartz 


Productions CD Archive 
CODE: CD229 PRICE: £24.99 


November 1995 
As you may have already 
eaned from the title, this is a 
SD-ROM of pretty much the 
complete collection of pic- 
tures, animations and related files by Eric W. 
Schwartz. 


There are directories for animations, pictures, 
3D object files, icon files, & more that hopefully 
will interest you. Also included is a special 
"Artists" section with material by other artists 
whom I've has come in 

contact with over the 

years. These artists you 

may have heard of, 

while others are new to 

this medium, but I'm 

sure you will enjoy all 

their work. 

To get the best results in 


ARCADE CLASSICS 
CODE: CD20? PRICE: £14.99 


Arcade classics is an original 

collection all your old classic 

favourites, Including PC & 

Amiga variations of: 

~ ae * Asteriods 

* Frogger * Pengo 

° Galezians . Tem st 

* Battle Zone * Combat * Load Runner 

* Thurst * Tron * Space Warz 

* Hunchback * Moon Patrol 
Trail Blazer * Breakout * Centrepede 

* Cycles* Bezerk * Snake 

* Ping Pong 


* Missile Comand 
* Tetris Games 


* Breakout 


* Space invaiders 
* Jeff Minter games and hundreds more more 
than 600Mb of unforgettable reto-gaming. 


This CD will keep you busy for months. 
Floppy drive required, keyboard Keyboard rec- 
ommended. 


Gateway! 
CODE: CD165 PRICE: £8.99 


The Gateway CDROM isthe Jj 
easy way to start a Unix project f 
on the Amiga. 


A Full featured UNIX-Lite 

operating system with both 

sources and binaries for the Amiga, i386, Sun 3 
and offer architecture's. 


Go netserfing with a large selection of supplied 
networking tools. 


Other supplied packages include a bin: 
release of the X windows system (X 116) for 
the Amiga, with many additional clients, and 
packages such as perl, emacs, games, mail pro- 
pat and many megabytes of important text 

les such as RFCs and FAQs, a complete instal- 
lation guide is available on the CD. 


There are some AmigaDOS internet utilities, 
such as clients for AmiTCP and Envoy. 


Network 2 Package 
CODE: CD235 PRICE: £39.99 


The Network Package & 
CDROM. Wierd Science. 


* Network CD 2 £14.99 
* Sernet Cable £25.00 


* The Network 2 CD and Cable combination 
allows the connection of the 

(CDTV only to be purchased with Network CD 
Vol 1 please Ask) to any Amiga. This connection 
enables a communications channel between the 
two machines, thus allowing the transfer of files 
from one machine to the other. Put simply you 
can gain access to the CDROM drive on the 

CD32 and use any of the normal CDROM utili- 
ties contained within this advert. 


If you have a directory Utilities 
such as Directory Opus, Sid or DirWork the 
access to any CDROM's files is simple. (DirWork 
[Shareware] is currently on the CD). 


Postage & Packing by Recorded Delivery £2.45 


OctaMED v6.0 
CODE: CD237 PRICE: £29.99 


Contains the full commer- 
cial version of octamed 6, 
the latest version of this 
superb music utilities. 


In additional the full Walk- 

about Music’ samples collection, (over 1,000,) 
have been included. To complete are 100's of 
meg of modules, samples and midi files, fully 
categorised and ready to run from the CD. 


This is a unique opportunity to obtain the best 


Amiga Music package and as an added bonus we 
include the full manual all for only. 


Includes manual!. 


17 Bit 5 
CODE: CD212 
PRICE: £18.99 


reat 
Fractal 2 
CODE: CD209 
PRICE: £19.99 


| GIGA GRAPHIC CDs 1-4 


j 4 4 ee 
4-CD-SET 38 - 


he! 


playing animations by 
ric Schwartz: 


* Make sure you read the 
text file associated with 
the animation, where 
available. It will give you 
tes eet information regarding the 
amount of RAM you will need as a minimum, as 
well as whether the animation works best on an 
AGA or non-AGA machine. I have very few ani- 
mations that absolutely 
require an AGA machine, 
but a fair number of 
them do use the extra 


speed inherent to the 
AGA chipset to achieve a 
smoother playback. 


* This CD-ROM is jam-packed with nifty sixteen 
colour icons. setup files transform your work- 
bench into an Hi-Res Laced 16 colour one 
(assuming your hardware is capable of it). 


An Amiga Library Services CDROM By Eric 


Meeting Pearls 3 
CODE: CD224 PRICE: 28.99 


Meeting Pearls III build on the 
enormous success of Meeting 
Pearls II by provided even more 
useable access tools which have 
been significantly expanded and 
improved from the previous ver- 
sion. Operation is still child's 
play. FindPearls has been 
improved and extended and an AmigaGuide-style 
search interface has been added. As we weren't 
satisfied with just that, you can now use a pro- 
gram created for meeting Pearls, to search pro- 
gram instructions for a keyword quickly. These 
search facilities offer vote | the most versatile 
yet provided on any Amiga CD-ROM. 


meeting 


* Exclusively, we have provided a special ver- 
sion of CD-Write. to allow virual writes to the 
CD-ROM. Thus, you can completely customise 
Meeting Pearls III to your pests. Special goodies 
amongst the hundreds of freeware, Shareware 
and Public Domain programs are PasTex v1.4 


Global Amiga Experience 
CODE: CD199 PRICE: £24.99 


Contain demoversions of com- 
mercially distributed software 
for the Amiga The Global 
Amiga Experience CDROM. 
The full Imagine program is a 
big plus. AS57 92% Star 


buy. 


* Some of the ex: 
Caligari 24, XiPaint 
2.0, Photogenics 1.2, Bars & Pipes 2.5, 
Interplay, Words Worth 3.1, Maxon Tools, 
MaxonCAD, PhotonCAD, PhotoworX, 
MaxonCinema4D 2, Adorage Sampilitude Pro, 
Turbo Calc 3,0, Cluster, CacheCDFS + 
CD32Emu, SBase4Pro, Datastore, Office Engine, 
A Cash Pro, —— Money, Turo Text 2.0, 
DMaxDOS2.5, InfoNEXUS 2.5, Diavolo Backup, 
Mortion & magic objects and many more from 
other fields e.g Graphic Music, Applications, 
Games etc. ; 


les of demo versions - 
1, PPaint 6.3, Image FX 


Scala 1.13, Imagine 2.0, VistaPro 1.0, Distant 
Suns 4.0, The Edge 1.721D, X-Copy, Clarissa 
1.1, Steuerfuchs Pro ‘93. 


Most of demos and all full version are directly 
runable from this CD, there is no installation 
necessary! 


Installation of the demoversions to hard disk is 
possible with our problems. the overwhelming 
majority of the demos is included as com- 
pressed file too. 


“Its Great value for money” Amiga Shopper 


This CDROM contains 530Mb of demo and full 
versions of commercially distributed Amiga 
Software. Registration of the Full versions is 
available with special coupon included. 


Meeting Pearls 2 
CODE: CD142 PRICE: £8.99 


There are many software pack- |} 
ages on this CD-ROM that are 
defined to be shareware. All 
files can be easily copied to 

your hard drive. So installa- 
tions and i are exclu- 
sively on this CD-ROM. 


Amiga Tools III 
CODE: CD225 PRICE: £24.99 


The Amiga Tools 3 CDROM is 
the third in Michael Haupt's 
Series and all the programs on 
the disc are directly executable 
as the first two discs. There's 
no need to decrunch or install 
any of these programs. 


Now in English and Germany 
texts. 


Frozenfish 
CODE: CD202 
PRICE: £19.99 
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Textures 
CODE: CD115 
PRICE: £39.99 


Ultra Med 1 


CODE: CD071 
PRICE: £7.99 


Lightrom 
CODE: CD057 
PRICE: £29.99 


Lightrom 2 
CODE: CD114 


PRICE: £39.99 


Ultra Med 2 
CODE: CDO71 
PRICE: £7.99 


C.U.Group 
CODE: CD049 
PRICE: £19.99 


GIGA Grx 
CODE: CD113 
PRICE: £29.99 


Power Gam 
CODE: CD070 
PRICE: £9.99 


Sound Terr 
CODE: CD044 


PRICE: £19.99 


Demomaina 
CODE: CD111 
PRICE: £9.99 


CODE: CD067 
PRICE: £5.99 


W/S Font 
CODE: CD043 
PRICE: £7.99 


Gamers Del 
CODE: CD110 
PRICE: £9.99 


Town Tune 
CODE: CD066 
PRICE: £19.99 


S/W Clipart 
CODE: CD042 
PRICE: £7.99 


Galantic 2 
CODE: CD109 
PRICE: £9.99 


Phase 4 
CODE: CDO065 
PRICE: £7.99 


Euroscene 
CODE: CD039 
PRICE: £9.99 


Schwartz and Fred 


A NOTE ON THE CON- 
TENT OF THIS CD- 
ROM. Generally, the 
files on this CD-ROM (primarily animations and 
icture files) are OK for a fairly general audience. 
here are, however, some pictures and animated 
segments that contain material of a potentially 
offensive nature. To generalise, I would give this 
CD-ROM a basic motion picture rating equivalent 
of PG-13. My pictures and animations were 
never specificall 
intended for children, 
and I have no censors 
other than myself. 


unreleased on a CD-ROM and an 
ovieDataBase. 


(previous! 
updated 


What do you get:- 


Packers, Crunchers and Archivers 
CD-ROM Utilities 

Communications & Networking 
Debugging Tools 

Development Tools 

Floppy disk, Hard Disk, & SCSI utils 
Educational Programs 

Games 

Graphic Programs 

Internet Movie Database. Updated 
Midi Tools and Programs 

Music Modules 

Music Programs and Software 
Pictures 

AmiTCP and more for Networking 
Documention, CD-ROM Databases, etc 
PasTeX v1.4 - Not previously released 
Utilities 

HTML-Pages. 


Collections of datatypes, benchmarks - 
icons, programs for amateur radio and electri- 
cal/electronic engineering are also included. 


Xi Paint v3.2 
CODE: CD231 PRICE: £49.99 


It's suited to the demands of 

novice and expert alike, and 

within a short time, you too 

will be able to produce colour- 

ful and creative art in 16.8 

million colours. This version 

of XiPaint provides a profes- 

sional paint program at an 
unbeatable price/performance ratio. 


XiPaint only requires Kickstart 2.0 or higher, 
2Mb of , Hard disk, additional memory and 
graphic card recommended. 


Overview of features:- 

* Diverse paint functions including colour, con- 
trast and saturation adjustment. 

* Mask, outline, recolour and fill functions. 

* Airbrush with adjustable spray functions. 

* Light-table function for manipulating manages 
and animations. 

* Text functions with anti-aliasing using 
Compugraphic fonts. 

* Support for a variety of graphic formats. 

* Unlimited Undo. 

* Diverse manipulation of alpha channel. 

* Supports many graphic cards. 

* Layers to combine different projects. 

* ARexx port. 

* Drag and 
Drop colours. 
* External filter 
module. 

* Extensive 
documents. 

* 60 Textures 
* 50 Land- 


scapes. 
° 30 other pic- 


tures and many 
fonts included. 


=-Paint 


Selected html-pages 

Graphic programs and data 
Games 

From.. The Party ‘94" 

Disk, hard disk, CD-ROM and SCSI 
Educational programs 

Terminal programs 

DICE & Commodore includes 

Midi programs & Music programs 
Pictures and animations 

Linux for Amiga & TeX-Installation 
Archives for Psion 

Modules and fractals 

NetBSD for Amiga. 


This CD includes:- 


* Hardware Tools 

* Commodities 

* Music and Audiotools 
* Vector and colourfonts 
* Demoversion and 


* Tools 

* DTP Tools 

* Disk Tools 

* System Tools 

* Crurch/Decrunch 
* Network Tools * Demos 

* Virus Tools * Demoversion of MAXON 
* Workbench Tools * Products 

* Grafix Tools * MUI 

* Raytracing Ojects 


* Pictures x 
* Large selection of EPS clipart all ready-to-use @& 


; 


direct from the cdrom, no unarchiving req. 


da capo 
CODE: CD196 
PRICE: £27.99 


CODE: CD192 
PRICE: £4.99 


CODE: CD108 
PRICE: £12.99 


CODE: CD103 
PRICE: £14.99 


ISIONS 


Aminet 
CODE: CD064 
PRICE: £4.99 


Se 
Multimed 2 
CODE: CD038 


PRICE: £17.99 


CODE: CD034 
PRICE: £4.99 
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Aminet Set 1 
CODE: CD112 PRICE: £24.99 


January 1995 - 
consist- 
ing of 4 CDs, The com- 


; plete archive is pub- 


lished for the lst time. 


What do you get:- 
Size Files 


141Mb 
103Mb 


Contents 


Development. 


1,800 Utilities. 


134Mb 
337Mb 
87Mb500 
39Mb400 


900 Graphics. 

1,100 Pictures & anims. 
Text Software. 
Documents. 


336Mb 
160Mb 
86Mb1,100 
6Mb 


900 Demos. 

1,000 Games. 
Communications. 

100 Hardware related. 


63Mb300 
12Mb200 
109Mb 
358Mb 
29Mb200 


Business Software 
Disk HD tools. 

500 Miscellaneous. 
2,700 Music Modules. 
Music Software. 


Aminet Set 2 
CODE: CD220 PRICE: £24.99 


(. 


AMINE? 
November 1995 - SET 
consist- Pete 
ing of Aminet 5, 6,7 & 8 
CDs, The second Set 
archive is published and 
has just been released 


November 95. 


What do you get:- 


Dir Size Files Contents 


120Mb 
270Mb 
40Mb210 
75Mb170 


1,000 Utilities. 
870 Documents. 
Text Software. 
Business Software 


2,000 
430 
270 


Pictures & anims. 
Graphics. 
Miscellaneous. 


630Mb 
250Mb 


2,000 Demos. 
530 Games. 
110Mb 340 Development. 
10Mb110 Disk HD tools. 


5Mb 60 Hardware related. 


840Mb 
150Mb 
30Mb 120 


3,100 Music Modules. 
1,000 Communications. 
Music Software. 


Goldfish Volume 3 
CODE: CD227 PRICE: £19.99 


If you have used previous 
FreshFish and GoldFish CDs 
you will notice that there are 
major changes for this GoldFish 
release. 


First the user interface has 

improved substantially. Most icons now have 
Meta Tool as their default, which allows you to 
decide which tool you would like to use to view 
text files, AmigaGuide files, pictures, etc. You 
will have the opportunity to select these tools 
during the installation process. 


Second, there is a new Installer script that 
takes care of the details ee aring your sys- 
tem to use the GoldFish CD. Simply run the 
Installer script and start exploring. The instal- 
lation will make no permanent changes to your 
system without asking you to confirm them, 
even in novice mode. 


Weird Science 


Animations Volume Il! 
CODE: CD098 


Contains 100s of animations 
ready for viewing direct from 
CD. Formats support-ed IFF, 
Movie player, FLI, PLC & 
Deluxe Video. Viewers for the 
Amiga and PC. View on ECS 
and AGA Amiga. See how the 
experts use the best animation 
tools on both Amiga and PC. 


MULTIMEDIA 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Groliers 
CODE: CD163 
PRICE: £24.99 


UPD Gold 
CODE: CD168 
PRICE: £24.99 


“¢ 


PRICE: £218.99 CODE: CD236 


ms 
CODE: CDO098 
PRICE: £17.99 


LSD Tools 
CODE: CD062 
PRICE: £7.99 


CODE: CD033 
PRICE: £19.99 


Emerald Mi 
CODE: CD078 
PRICE: £12.99 


Utilities 1 
CODE: CD061 
PRICE: £9.99 


' Lock-n-load 


CODE: CD026 
PRICE: £9.99 


Post to: (Aminet Subscriptions) 


PDSoft, 1 Bryant Avenue, 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS1 2YD. 
or Telephone 01702 466933 fax 
617123 


* Subscription Service - which you 
can stop at any time by post, 
Telephone or Fax. 


* Example for 3 discs starting with 
Aminet 9, that’s Aminet 9, 10 & 11 
for £10.99 each plus 75p postage & 
packing bring the total to £35.22 


CD's PerCd 
ie 9 £12.99 
9&10 £11.99 £1.50 
9to 11 £10.99 £2.25 
9 to 12 £9.99£3.00 £42.96 
9to 13 £8.99£3.75 £48.70 


P&P 
.75p 


Total 

£13.74 
£25.48 
£35.22 


Payment By Credit Card or Switch 
will be charged at £11.99 and only 
charged for when posted, or pay in 
advanced to take the above special 
offers. [For credit card sales please 
ring the above phone number]. 


The Aminet discs are published every 
2 months and there’s Now over 
1,200 world wide subscribers and 
growing every day. It’s the most pop- 
ular Amiga CDROM series. 


Phone Now for more details or a 
catalog!. 


Aminet Series 
CODE: ??? PRICE: £12.99 


Aminet 6 - CD175 - June ‘95 
with a focus on demos is still 
available in limited quantities. 


Aminet 7 - CD184 - August 

‘95 contains more then I giga- 

byte (uncompressed) of soft- 

ware in thousands of archives. Since the release 
of Aminet 6 more than 500Mb of new software 
has appeared. The current edition has a special 
focus on images. 10,000 images for DTP and 
multimedia were included. 


Aminet 8 - CD208 - October 95, contains more 
ththan 1 gigabyte (uncompressed) of software in 
thousands of archives. Since the release of 

Aminet 7 CD more that 500Mb of new software. 


Aminet 9 - CD??? - December 1995, contains 
more ththan 1 gigabyte (uncompressed) of soft- 
ware in thousands of archives. Since the release 
of Aminet 7 CD more that 500Mb of new soft- 
ware has appeared. The current edition has a 
special focus on modules. More than 1,00 were 
included. Many modules are of a very high-qual- 
ity and feature 8 voices. The excellent user- 
interface has also experienced further improve- 
ments. 


Third, many more things are now accessible 
via AmigaGuide, making GoldFish much more 
user friendly. You can explore much of the 
CD, including reading documentation, running 
Install scripts, running programs, viewing pic- 
tures, running animations, searching for spe- 
cific material, etc, without ever leaving 
AmigaGuide or touching a CLI window. There 
are other changes as well, but these are docu- 
mented in the top level README.guide file. 
You should now run the INSTALL script to 
start using GoldFish. 


Since the INSTALL script will make no perma- 
nent changes to the system, it is safe to run it 
in novice mode if you wish. 


GoldFish Volume 3 contains a selection of 
software, animations, pictures, and other 
material, released on Freshfish CDROMs 
between November 1994 and November 1995, 
with most of the material updated to the latest 
versions. All of the material is read-to-run 
directly from the CDROM. 


The GoldFish CD-ROM series provides Amiga 


users with periodic releases of the best materi- 
al from Fred Fish 


Weird Science Coloured 


Artwork Volume 1 
PRICE: £8.99 


An entire CDROM of coloured 
generated art. Ideal as 
coloured clipart. 


Terrasound § Lightworks 
CODE: CD143 CODE: CD141 


PRICE: £9.99 PRICE: £24.99 


DT Video 
CODE: CD077 
PRICE: £13.99 


Amok 2&3 Gold Fish 2 
CODE: CD059 CODE: CD058 
PRICE: £17.99 PRICE: £24.99 
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Goldfish 
CODE: CD010 
PRICE: £24.99 


3 Demos 2 
CODE: CD009 
PRICE: £9.99 











The Great AUI SuperDisks 
No.77 & No.78 


From an isolated plywood cabin in the depths of the 
English countryside, our crack team of software 
harvesters, led by Farmer Imdad Shah, have been busy 


gleaning the best money can’t buy. David Ward 


ex- 


plains how to stack up the crop. 
You can unload this package of AU/ SuperDisk 
goodies onto five separate disks. Isn’t it amazing what 
can be packed together by those who wish to please? 


The Great AUWI 
OWJtilitiries Disk 
No.7 


Morse Code 
Trainer 


How many times have you seen 


a film or TV programme where 
the hero has been saved be- 
cause of a knowledge of Morse 
code? Why even in the Star Trek 
film ‘Undiscovered Country’ Cap- 
tain Kirk, Mr. Spock, and Dr. Mc- 
Coy were saved from serious in- 
jury when Scotty tapped out the 
words “Stand back” before blow- 
ing a hole in the wall of the En- 
terprise’s brig. It’s a useful skill - 
and you never know when you 
might be taken hostage these 
days and need it. 
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Morse Code Trainer 
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Now you can learn the famous 
electronic language of dots and 
dashes with this easy to use 
Morse code tutor. Ideal for trai- 
nee telegraphists, would-be sai- 
lors at sea, and, naturally, poten- 
tial hostages. 

Get those fingers tap tapping. 


The Great AUI 
OWJtrilittres Disk 
No.2 


A whole bunch of useful items 


this month, from small ones up to 
whopping great programs. 


CacheClock 


Definitely a pocket-sized piece of 
software, CacheClock combines 
a floppy cache - to speed up your 
disk accesses, a clock to remind 
you what time of day or night it 


o| CacheClock ¥1.4 @ 1995 Justin Leck a) 
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Send one of these codes by pressing 
the corresponding F-key. 
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is, and a free memory meter to 
warn you that those other pro- 
grams are gobbling up your pre- 
cious RAM. Small but definitely 
beautiful. 


Lz2zx 


Here is the latest release of that 
world-beating archiving software 
Lzx. It’s so good that it was cho- 
sen by AUI to pack as much as 
possible onto our two amazing Su- 
perDisks. No greater compliment. 

This latest release, 1.20, clears 
up a few bugs present in the ear- 


lier versions as well as giving 
you the ability to decompress 
both Lha and Lzh archives into 
the bargain. 

Memory overheads have been 
reduced, releasing about 80k of 
RAM, and all versions for the 





various Amiga processor family 
have been optimized to give im- 
proved compression times. Asyn- 
chronous disk access has been 
added which also speeds things 
up. This is a gem as doubtless 
you realise. 


Pools 


No, not a football pools predictor, 
this program only generates ran- 
dom numbers for those of you 
too lazy to guess your own for 
Little-woods’ Quick Pools entry 
forms. It all seems a bit passé 
now that you can pick up forty 
million or so on the Big Lotto. 


0| Pools = : = 








Vinci 


Odd name for a text viewer. Vin- 
ci would normally make me think 
of Leonardo, the great Italian 
artist, and therefore we assume 
that this was some sort of graphics 


INTERNATIONAL 





Vinci 1.6 — Copyright @ 1995 Martin Wulffetd — NORMAL 
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reference to the Latin anyway. 

Unlike most text viewers, Vin- 
ci supports those held within Lha 
and Lzx archives, plus those that 
have been compressed using 
one of the numerous packers 
that have appeared on our plat- 
form. 

Vinci also handles Amiga- 
Guide documents, and is ideal 
for editing large text files, or 
blocks of code. Overall, a very 
versatile piece of software that 
should be welcomed onto the 
Amiga scene. 


Zap Disk 


Not to be confused with DiskZap, 
which was a sector editor, this 
utility is designed specifically to 
delete files permanently beyond 


the reach of even the best file 
salvage and undelete programs. 

Works on all types of disk, be 
they Amiga, PC, or Atari format. 
And it is fast too, only a couple of 
seconds and the disk’s contents 
is lost forever! Ideal for drug traf- 
fickers or hiding those illicit pho- 
ne numbers from very intimate 
relationships in which you should 
not have indulged yourself. 


The Great AUWUI 
OWtilitres Disk 
No.3 


A double-barrelled protection di- 
sk, as we have put on two of the 
latest virus detectors for your im- 
mediate use. Don’t take any 
chances, here is the software to 
shield your system from those 
nasty worms, viruses, and tro- 
jans. Inoculation! That’s the ma- 
gic word. 


VirusChecker 


Here’s version 8.03, hot off the 


Aminet, of the most popular virus 
program in recent years. Of cou- 
rse, we remember the good days 
of VirusX, but VirusChecker cer- 
tainly beats that in terms of facil- 
ities and functions, plus ARexx 


get to register if you want the 
extras. 
Automatic installation ensures 


that all the various bits and bobs 


SuperDisks No 


support. Once again, do not for- 





go in the right places. Virus- 
Checker runs as a commodity so 
you can configure it to your pref- 
erences via CX_Exchange. 


Mtruder 


And, for extra assurance, 
here’s Xtruder 2.0. This is a 
program that makes big claims 
about its capabilities, and cer- 
tainly lives up to them. Like Vir- 
usChecker, this model piece of 
software has automatic instal- 
lation, which is especially use- 
ful as it requires a number of li- 
braries. These are supplied. 

It comes with icons suitable 
for MUI users, like VirusCheck- 
er, and both programs have ex- 
tensive AmigaGuide docu- 
ments full of detailed informa- 
tion. 


The Great AUWUI 
Games Disk 
No.7 


Argus 


The quality of non-commercial 
Amiga games gets better and 
better, especially now that Amos 
Pro is available. Here we have a 
shoot-’em-up which reminds me 
of the excellent Xenon from all 
those years ago. 

Not as fast as Xenon, but cer- 
tainly enjoyable, Argus requires 
you to fly your fighter deep into 
the enemy heartland, taking out 
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as many of their avai and de- 
stroying other equipment as you 
can. Pick up various power-ups 
along the way, including up to 
five different weapons, a speed- 
up, bonus, and a many Ssur- 
prise extras. 

Strap up your joystick hand’s 
wrist and prepare the comfy 
chair for a few hours blasting. 
Chocks away! It’s scrambling 
time! 


The Great AUI 
Games Disk 
No.2 


Wrath of 
Gawendor 


This game has been specially 
created for AU/I. Yes sire, it is an 
exclusive, so don’t say we don’t 
go out of our way to bring you all 
the delights the Amiga can offer. 

You are a barbarian in a dan- 

erous land, constantly under at- 
tack from all sorts of green nas- 
ties which, when bashed with 
your trusty club, yield gold coins 
from the sky. Sort of pennies 
from heaven.. You then use the 
cash collected to upgrade your 
weapon at the armoury shop be- 
tween levels. 

Aiong the way you will find 
switches and some magic po- 
tions that are important if you 
wish to proceed through the game to 


AUI e MARCH 1996 


10 


ie 


ics 


7 
Boa St a 
oe Pie 7 a Ape 

ean ede is 


SLES Iie 
sire 


Pata) 


sas 
i 


Ory 


ve 


BS 
FS 


sag eas 
euaunes 


epee Brine 


2 
Ay 


ere sepasan 


BPLeeiac sean en feeea 


paRgReSIEae 


iaastaaweaneds 


eae 


ad 


i 
o 


wes Se ee 


Suceanea eure au 
Beane aay 


cat 
ene 


ler 
eee 


faye 
Beets a 


spa: a) 


eS 


Hs 


mings wane aa 


ee 


eta eciist g 


epnet 


tenes saa 


Peete 
ee 
Bae 
eave 


ies 


a 


gaze 


Sauer 


een 
faa 


Baega: 


shue 
mt 


2 


ire 

Geta 

peau 
sacra 
ener 


untae 
cy 


ie 5 
| 


by 
raat 


sat 
Pash ee 
Singnnaene 
Ian eb bere sear 
Etevaueusu susan ts 
Ricticiongs 


eceeD 


gue uuacnatas 
Bene awNG RAEN, 


ies a eae ew 


ti 


See 
i 


aalehasiers 
wea! seis 
ah 
3 





ahaa secassia 
sae cay Be 


ee ee 


peeioentctal 


Bias 
qua! 


Hsfeuaeu sete eos 
eesrenee ete 


pa sats 


ae 


miguel 


ae 


Ga 


S 
pa r 
i oo a : 


rons 


fe; 
ipa 


abtoati eres a 
saree tee 
asend ae! 


et 


5 
at une 
ae oie 
uees 


eae 
Saini? 
Hane 


E54 
rn uia! 


ae 
Seatee aecriseneavers 
x a ay 

e pee Byteacnaa te notes 
sae 


ieaapeennte tart 
miceeinin 


dunvartas Bagi 
Bae RO Aa seeped 


Panes d 2 
Pa ae cee 


ei chara 


ce iny sa 


achieve your goal - the rescue of 
your brother from the clutches of 
the evil knight Gwendor. 

While this may not be the 
greatest game ever invented, it 
still has lot of fun going for it. 
Don’t be shy take your place at 
the Round Table. You might find 


SuperDisks No.7 & 78 


a pretty serving maid there or 
even catch the wandering eye of 
a princess. (Don’t drop it! 

Wrath of Gwendor shows 
what can be done by a bright 
programmer or two and a clever 
computer. And a magazine that 
likes to please... AUI 





We bought you the CAMBRIDGE Z88, then the 
Amstrad PDA penpad —now something different! 


As Amstrad Distributors we can give you the best products at the best possible prices, by 
cutting out all the Middle Men. 


Every business needs a fax — and at these prices 
everybody can afford one. 


Amstrad FX85000T 


The 24 — hour personal secretary, is a fax, 
phone and tapeless answerphone, with digital | 
quality sound, full message reporting, 
“Straight fax” technology, message forwarding 
offering entirely new concept in home/office. 
Current price is £299.00 — 


OUR DIRECT PRICE IS £149.00 


ENTERTAINMENT FOR YOUR 
CAB/BOAT/CAR/CARAVAN 


_ N.E.C. fully portable 9" full colour high resolution 

— T.V 10v —- 27v DC working range, or 240v AC. Ideal 
? for all Trucks, extremely low battery drain. BEST 

# EVER UK PRICE — 


BUY DIRECT 
£119.00 + Vat — delivered next day. 


Phone your onde? now to 016330 655099, payment by Credit Card, Cheque, 
Cash or Switch accepted. Add on £6.00 for next day Securicor delivery. 


Placing your order is easy, you have 3 easy ways to place your order: 


1. BY PHONE — by using your Credit card or switch 
card 


2. BY POST - either by sending a cheque for full 
payment or your credit card details or money 
orders for the full value. 


3. BY FAX — Fax through all your details for instant 
dispatch. 


SO CALL US NOW 01630 655099/6557997 NOW 


Universal Direct mail order a division of 
Universal Consumer Products 
Universal House, Tern Valley Business Park 
Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 3SQ 
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DISK INFORMATION 


Additional 
Information 


Floppy Users 





whether you want to install to floppy or hard drive, select ‘f.. When prompt- 
ed, insert your destination disk into df0: - the internal drive. This disk will 
then be formatted. 
Installation time varies according to the amount of information we have com- 
pressed onto the SuperDisk for you. Some installations may require some disk 
swapping. 


Y« can install to any disk except this month’s SuperDisk. When asked 


Hard Drive Users 


You can install directly to hard drive. Boot SuperDisk No.77 as you would for a 
floppy installation, and select the disk you wish to install. When asked whether 
you want to install to floppy or hard drive, select ‘h’. 
You will then be presented with a list of devices to which you can install, and the 
amount of space available on them. bear in mind that to install the whole set of 
disks will require somewhere between 2 and 3 Mb. 

The installer will create a drawer with an exact copy of the floppy version of 
the SuperDisk in it. This includes startup-sequences, fonts, libs, and so on. 
Delete those that are unnecessary, and move any files in the libs, fonts, devs, 
etc., to their appropriate places. 

Please note that the default tool for any text or document files will need 
changing from ‘least’ to your favourite, or just place a copy of least in your C 
directory. 

You cannot install to any path that contains the following letter sequence: ‘df’, 
‘pe’, ‘ds’, ‘ram’, or ‘cd’. This is to save confusion with existing Amiga devices. 


Expert Users 


Installation directly to hard drive is so easy that we recommend you take advan- 
tage of our installer. However, if you want to do things the hard way, please 
remember that SuperDisk No.78 is in the diskspare format and requires you to 
have diskspare.device installed in your devs/DOSdrivers drawer. 

All the necessary files - diskspare and UnLzx - can be found on SuperDisk 
No.77 and, as an expert user, you don’t need us to tell you how to find and 
use them. 


Viruses 


During compilation we constantly check the SuperDisks with the latest versions 
of the best anti-virus software we can find. Although, to be on the safe side, we 
suggest you do the same prior to installation. 


Shutters 


Before installing the SuperDisks we recommend that you check the metal shut- 
ters on the disks for damage. This is best done by gently sliding the cover back 
and then letting it spring back under its own power. If it sticks, or if it appears to 
be coming away from the plastic casing, then DO NOT INSERT IT into your 
drive. You may not be able to retrieve it. 

Damaged disks should be returned, see below. Neither AUJ, the Publisher, 
or the disk duplicators, are liable for any damage caused to your machine by fail- 
ure to following these simple guidelines. 


Returning your SuperDisk 
In the unlikely event that your SuperDisk is damaged or simply does not run then 
please return it to: TIB PLC, TIB House,11 Edward Street, Bradford, BD4 7BH 
enclosing a stamped, self-addressed, envelope. A new SuperDisk will be 
returned together with the postage costs you incurred. 


Technical Support 





TIB operate a technical support line if you need advice. They can be reached 
weekdays between 10am and 12:30pm, or between 1:30pm and 4:40pm, on 
0891 715929 

This is a premium rate line, and calls are charged at 49p per minute. Please 
do ask for permission of the phone owner before making the call. 
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Emportant Information 


All the software included on the SuperDisks is thoroughly checked on several 
machines before we even consider using it. After compilation the SuperDisks are 
installed to floppy and hard drive several times prior to duplication. And after 
duplication examples are selected at random for further testing. 

While we cannot exclude the possibility of an error on our part, the most like- 
ly cause for a SuperDisk malfunction is YOU! Read the documents that came 
with the software you are trying to use. If there are libraries that need to 
be moved, or programs that need to be assigned, then refer to your Amiga’s manual. 

If you really get stuck then write in to Amiga Answers, enclosing a stamped, 
self-addressed, envelope for a quick reply. otherwise you could wait up to three 
months for the answer to appear in an issue of the magazine. 

We regret that we CANNOT TAKE ANY TELEPHONE CALLS regarding the 
SuperDisks. They are too time consuming to answer and we are often busy get- 
ting the next issue of AU/ together for you. 


Reader’s Contributions 


Our SuperDisks are crammed full with the cream of the Amiga crop. Many of the 
programs are created especially for us and released into the Amiga community 
through AUI. You can make it possible for AU/ to share this top quality software 
with tens of thousands of other Amiga users. 

lf you have a masterpiece that you think can cut it with the best, then please 
send it in to us for evaluation. You never know, you might end up famous. The 
address is: Reader’s Contribution, Amiga User International Magazine, Unit 2, 
Utopia Village, Chalcot Road, London. NW1 8LX 

Alternatively you could send us a UU-encoded file via e-mail to: 


amigauser @ cix.compulink.co.uk 
Please remember we prefer stand-alone compiled programs, and don’t forget to 


include any libraries or fonts that it might need - providing they are distributable. 
We don’t want you to get done for piracy! 





Shareware 


Many of the programs on our SuperDisk are Shareware. This means that you 
can try them out, but if you use them regularly you should send the author the 
requested registration fee. This not only encourages the author to produce more 
work, they feel wanted, but you will often receive the latest version of the soft- 
ware. 

Registration fees can be up to £20, but most hover around the £5 mark. You 
can send cheques to UK addresses, but those abroad often prefer US dollars. 
These can be sent by registered post, but sending cash is always a risk and it’s 
your money. 

Some authors may only want a postcard to see how far their program has 
got. Do make their day. after all, they made yours. 





Compatibility 


All the software on the SuperDisks runs on a basic A1200, most will work on a 
2Mb equipped A500+. We deem this to be the minimum specification of Amiga 
nowadays and, as the A1200 is now the entry level machine, many program- 
mers are only developing for this platform. 

If you are still using Kickstart 1.3 then we are sorry we cannot accommodate 
you. To get the best out of your Amiga you must have a decent amount of mem- 
ory - a minimum of 2Mb - and Kickstart 2.04/Workbench 2.0 or better. 





Documentation 


All the documents that accompany the programs on these SuperDisks can be 
read by simply double-clicking on their respective icons. The text will scroll under 
mouse control, and to exit just press the [Esc] key - top left on your keyboard. 

Some files are in AmigaGuide format. They are recognisable by the node 
information within the text. To take advantage of these ‘hyper’ documents, you 
need to have either AmigaGuide or Multiview installed on your system, and to 
change the default reader tool from ‘least’ to the appropriate tools you usually 
use. 


Any word processor should be able to load the document files as they are in 
an ASCII format. AUI Enjoy! 





THE Amiga specialists in spares and repairs 
have now joined forces and are under new 
management in order to bring you the best 

service and lowest prices! 


Pad ‘1200 a ia es coin $42.99 | Amiga 500/500+/600/1200 Power supply.......... £37.99 

Aimiga 5000/5007 Rev oar isos scs.s. ++ e0ss--.. 00. £24.99 
Amiga 600 sve ReUEL CEOs 4 cakes 437.99 (inc. PCB and membrane) 

Amiga 500 Keyboard membrane.......................4. £14.99 
Amiga 500/ DOU cc ton sedate 32.99 Anica S00 Mempratie FOB 5 5.5.3566i...00c.ecceeessseces £14.99 
Amiga 500/500+ /600/1200 Power] Amiga 500 Users manual .........: cece £7.99 

i h £22 99 WOPeDenCn. 1.5/ CRAs TOI ois. ec cccacedadeanecs £4.99 
supply repair/exchange .... £22.99 |p F Computer to TV ariel lead ...sccscccscssonsesne £2.99 
A520 Modulator repair/exchange. CHIPS 

ry ee 3.09 eA @s20k Oo . ge89 
. . ED pd Bes SCE TR SO ae ee £9.99 

We also repair Hard Drives, | paula 6369) £9.99 
ExternalInternal Drives Agnus (8372 ee... £14.99 

Gary GID). a £9.99 

Monitors etc. 13 BOM ee £14.99 


Please call for details. 


For other 500/500+/600/1200 parts, please call. 


Amiga Computers, monitors, hard drives, power supplies modulators, disk drives etc. 
Working OR faulty. Also, boxed original Amiga software. Please call for details. 
Please call us on the number given if you have any questions or queries. 










Pinpdall 


Available from... 


electronics Gs boutique” 


: SOFTWARE GAM E 
_ Units 5-7 Baileygate 
pacralea tee’ = ESHMV 


Tel: 01977 780767 
ax: 01977 790243 


KNOW HMV + KNOW GAMES 















, Draw your own — 
Britt Alcroft’s Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends. TOYS HR US agarose t | 
Based on the Railway Series by The Rev W. Awdry. hearts content! 


© Britt Allcroft (Thomas) Limited 1995. 


Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends is a trademark Draw your own pictures with 


~ of Britt Allcroft Inc. in the USA, Mexico and Canada. an d a l I g ood Cir Ha apace aa 
~ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends is a trademark 3 bate Rectangles, Straight Lines, 
of Britt Allcroft (Thomas) Limited in computer sto res. foatiares Curly Lines, Dots etc etc 





| __ the rest of the world. All publishing 
~ and underlaying copyright worldwide 
William Heinemann Limited. = a | 
| The Britt Allcroft logo is a trademark Se | cee SS 
__ of The Britt Allcroft Group Limited. 
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‘Delivered 0 your oor on tay of release for only £11 99 fully j inc. 


Join the crew of Deep Space Nine and . 
Moyager as they -launch into” two new” 


seasons, starting in February 1996. Make 
sure you receive your, copies on day of 


release by taking part in this fantastic offer. . 


TM, ® & © 1995 Paramount Pictures. All Rights Reserved. - 
STAR TREK and related marks are trademarks of Paramount Pictures. 
Home Entertainment Authorised User. 
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= * “7% 
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(Normal Petail price £12.99) 
: SAVE OVER £20 


Home Entertainment will deliver Voyager 
2.1 and/or Deep Space Nine 4.1 on day of 
‘release for a fully inclusive price of £11.99 
(that’ s £1 less than the normal retail price). 
Plus if you wish to continue receiving futuré 
‘volumes on day of release at the specially 
reduced price of £11.99 fully inc. simply tick 
the box ei in the coupon below. 


Please send me ____ copy/ies of STAR TREK® VOYAGER™ 2.1 
and/or ____ copy/ies of STAR TREK® DEEP SPACE NINE™ 4.1 at the 


fully inclusive price of £11.99 each. 


| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to 


Home Entertainment for £ 
or debit my Visa/Access card. 
Card No. 


Signature 


Now send to: 


If at anytime you do not wish to receive 
further discounted volumes from us for one 
or both these series, simply write informing 


us and we will stop future dispatches = 


immediatley. PL vig 


= 


We look forward to 5 being of assistance. 


LY tata THE COUPON BELOW 


Voyager/DS9 Offer, RO. Box 100 Colne, Lancs, BB8 9jS 


Expiry Date _._j_.__ 


Yes | wish to receive future Voyager volumes [ (please tick box) 


Yes | wish to receive future Deep Space Nine volumes [ff (please tick box) Mvidiés ia nt Da 


You may receive other promotions which may be of interest to you. 
If you prefer not to receive them please write to 
Home Entertainment KMB Dept, RO. Box 1842 London N6é 5AS 


TM, ® & © 1995 Paramount Pictures. All Rights Reserved. 
STAR TREK and related marks are trademarks of Paramount Pictures. 
Home Entertainment Authorised User. 
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n this AU/ there is a report of a rather upbeat World of 

Amiga Show that took place recently in Toronto, Canada. 
Appropriate site you might think as Commodore started in 
that very city 30 odd years ago. And there was, at the back 
end of last year, a similarly named Show in Germany. So 
what, we hear you cry, about the UK? The erstwhile jewel 
in the Amiga crown, the once great Britain, could become 
regarded as a bit of a backwater in the resuscitated 


Amiga’s convalescence. 


However, Amiga Technologies UK had been planning 
to hold a World of Amiga Show in London in the first week 
of January. But John Smith, National Sales Manager of 
Amiga Technologies, has told AU/ that the show was 
postponed until 12/13 April, when, it is believed, there will 
be a greater selection of products on the market, including 


an Internet pack. 


As someone commented recently, in a world where 
everything is uncertain and nothing can be relied upon, 
everything has to be re-negotiated everyday, doesn't it? 
And that, of course, includes a Return to the Future, Going 


Powergraph 64 Video 





A” you tired of jerky playback of 
animation and games? Does your 
video look weary and limp? No, we’re 
not trying to sell you rejuvenating gin- 
seng tablets to stuff in your once hard 
drive. (“Heard about the PC user who 
gave up his computer for a girl? She’s 
17 going on 18. He’s 50 going on pep 
pills.”) STB have developed what they 
claim is “a cost effective and high 
performance multimedia card with dig- 
ital video playback and Windows 95 
Vision.” 

The Powergraph 64 Video multi- 
media card, designed for desktop PC 
users, has a large screen display with 
resolutions up to 1600 x 1200, refresh 
rates of up to 160Hz, to remove flick- 
ering and, naturally, 24-bit, 16.7 mil- 
lion colours. 

The PowerGraph 64 Video uses 
“the latest S3 64-bit graphics engine, 
the Trio 64V+’ which STB claim, “ena- 
bles desktop PC users to take advan- 
tage of a full range of multimedia 
applications such as digital video, live 
TV on PC, playback of MPEG videos 
and live-action, full motion video 
games.” 

The integrated Digital Video En- 
gine is said to accelerate video clip 
files, such as AVI, Indeo, and Cinepak, 
at up to 30 frames per second. Addi- 
tionally, the Xing MPEGPlus software 
decoder can be used to run MPEG1, 
CD-i, and VideoCD films for the full- 
screen at up to 30 frames per second. 


WOA There! 


Back to the Past, or Building up the Present, or whatever is 
the current slogan attached to the Amiga’s painfully slow 
but fervently hoped for recovery. 

And for a touch of déja vu (which, AUFs French speak- 
ing maid with the short skirt, suspenders, the feather 
duster, and the friend called Derek tells us, is pronounced 
“view” not “voo” - as Zo menee of you Eengleesh says it!), 
yes, for a touch of the look back over the past stuff, the 


World of Amiga Show in Aprilis to be run by none other than 


tional magazine. 


Peter Brameld. His association with these shows started in 
the dawn of history at the Novatel when AUI was still a 
section of the late great Commodore Computing Interna- 


And where is the WOA likely to gallop into? Wow! Click 
my hooves and drop your chaps, it could well be the... 


Novatel! And who said that history repeats itself first as 





This kind of board is becoming com- 
mon for PC users. It’s what the Amiga 
is up against if it wants to challenge in 
the same league as the “Multimedia 
PC” that is entry level on the mass 
market. 

Most PC manufacturers don’t want 
to lower prices, which would mean 
cutting their profit margins. They much 
prefer to add value and features to 
their machines and keep the prices 
up. 

One of those features which is 
being predicted as general for all PCs 
in the next year or two - and without 
lifting the prices appreciably -is MPEG. 

Full screen, full motion video - 
MPEG - can be offered either in soft- 
ware as a part of the OS or, as is more 
likely, as a plug-in board. Less prob- 
able at a low cost is the incorporation 
of it by the chip manufacturers, like 
Intel, into their microprocessors, 
though that will surely come. 

This trend to add on features is 
something that the Amiga world has 
to take carefully into consideration. It 
won't be much good bringing out an 
Amiga that might be advanced on the 
present models if it can’t match up to 
the challenge of the ubiquitous and 
ever stronger PC. If you are one of 
that multiplying breed who work with 
PCs, have Amigas at home, and want 
to know aboutthe hot little Powergraph 
64 contact: STB Systems Inc. 

Tel. 0171 436 4336. 


tragedy and then as comedy? Or would it be more apt to 
quote “Those who forget history are condemned to repeat 
it”? Queues round the block at the Novatel like the old 
days? We shall see. 


Taking 
French Leave 


consortium of six French banks 

have come together to set up a 
computer project which will allow 
large inter-bank financial transac- 
tions to be carried out for the first 
time electronically rather than by 
hand. 

France has lagged behind Ger- 
many, Switzerland, and the UK in the 
use of electronic transfers for high- 
value transactions in the banking 
world. The new system should be 
operational by 1997 to allow the banks 
in the French partnership to carry out 
transfers between each other, andthe 
Bank of France, entirely by computer 
for the first time. 

So when you cross the Chunnel 
and go into the Bank with your ever 
weaker £££s, and get about two 
Francs to the Livre, at least you will 
have the consolation of knowing that 
the transfer is happening at the speed 
of computer, even if the cash doesn’t 
get into your bank account any more 
quickly. 

That is, however, if your are not, 
as we are, except in the case of the 
French maid, by order of the Ed, at 
AUI conducting a “boicot” of things 
francaises until their Napoleonic Presi- 
dent - well, he’d like to be - stops 
nuking the South Pacific. Bali blown 
bloody Hai, ought to be his anthem, 
not the Marseillaise. 


Mysteries of High Amiga Finance 


SDL, its fortunes revived under new management, or at 
least Directors, smiled prettily and said that they were 
happy with the new lot of A1200s situation because they 
could “sell all the Amigas” they could get. 


Yet, strangely, SDL have made their Amiga product 
manager, Darren Green, redundant. Is the Amiga so suc- 
cessful that it doesn’t even need people to sell it these days. 
Wow! That is some return to the computing scene, isn’t it? 


Vobis versus 
Escom 


Mi assive German retailer Vobis is 
planning to open atleast 20 own 
brand retail stores in direct competi- 
tion to Escom. There are already 56 
Vobis concessions within Powerstore 
outlets, but the new stores will be the 
company’s first high street stores, fran- 
chises, and out-of-town superstores. 
Vobis intends to run TV adverts some 
time this year and will promote their 
stores through specialist computer 
press and mailshots. 

Could you see the hefty German 
retailer wanting to challenge Escom 
too by, say, buying up a problem- 
troubled computer firm? What about 
Atari being acandidate? Or Acorn? Or 
even Amstrad? As we have reported 
before, there are those cynical char- 
acters in this world who don't believe 
that Escom especially cared about 
the Amiga at all but wanted to use the 
power of the Commodore brand, 
mainly in Germany. The Ataris etc. 
though don’t have the advantage of 
offering a double barrelled challenge 
to abuyer, as Commodore/Amiga did. 








Partner 


EMCEE distribution has been 
appointed exclusive Irish distributor 
for the Amiga A1200, following news 
that the Amiga Magic bundle has been 
shipped to Ireland. 

“Obviously Ireland will be providing 
us with fairly small business, but we 
still feel that it’s very important that it 
has its own distributor’, commented 
Amiga Technologies UK sales 
manager John Smith. 

He continued, “With the way the 
borders have opened up in recent 
times, there is a lot of activity - Dixons 
has made a move there and that says 
it all. The business is flourishing, and 
for us to make the most of that we 
need someone who understands the 
market.” 

Perhaps, though, the new partner 
will advise AT not to start from where 
they are now. 








DVD Problems 


he Toshiba led SD alliance, who have agreed a single format for the digital 

video disc (DVD), are reported to be having a few problems with the Sony/ 
Philips part of the partnership. Sony/Philips, who largely lost out in the battle of 
formats, are apparently showing a reluctance to ratifying the unified format so 
that they can catch up with the technically ahead Toshiba. 

“If the process hadn’t been stalled, manufacturers in the Time Warner 
Alliance, like Thomson, would have had a player out by the middle of 1996", said 
one source. Matsushita and Toshiba are now expected to have players out by 
next Christmas, and Philips is promising a consumer high-density digital movie 


player with a separate model for the PC. 


DVD is predicted to bring a revolution in the CD field, as it could be made 
to take as much as 5.7 Gigabytes of data on discs of a similar kind to those that 


run in the CD-ROM drives of today. 
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elcome to the C/C++ compiler 

for the Amiga, say Jeroen 
Vermeulen and Hans Guijtin the latest 
newsletter of ICPUG. StormC comes 
with a ‘very intuitive’ graphical user 
interface, but there is apparently some 
confusion as to the relationship 
between StormC and 

Maxon C++. According to one 
Maxon representative, StormC was 
based on the Maxon compiler. He told 
Jeroen and Hans that some requesters 
in StormC used the name Maxon 
instead of StormC, but searching the 
entire preview distribution for that word 
yielded nothing according to the pair 
of informants. 

The Maker's Haage & Partner, 
representative said they had been 
working on StormC for just under a 
year with a team of five programmers, 
but it was easier because they used a 
lot of ‘older code - whatever that may 
mean. 

Jeroen and Hans reckon that 
StormC looks great, as it has intelligent 
Drag and Drop, clickable error 
messages, easy project management, 
an editor with syntax (yes, we have 
one of them too!), highlighting, a 
debugger which interacts with the 
editor (hey, how did they know about 
that?), and even resource tracking. 

ICPUG’s informative newsletter 
comes with membership of the well- 
respected user group. 

Contact: ICPUG, 45 Brookscroft, 
Linton Glade, Croydon, CRO 9NA 
Tel. 0181 651 5436 


100 
Sega 
Arcades 


S °° is planning to spread its 
arcade theme parks, apparently 
so popular in Japan, into other parts of 
the globe. The company is now 
working with the Spielberg/Gates link 
up, DreamWorks SKG, and music 
giant MCA to open 100 centres across 
the US over the next five years. 
Sega already operates 970 
centres in Japan and has recently 
moved into Europe with eight in the 
UK and three in France. Segais hoping 
to double its annual arcade business 
sales from the current Y180Obillion - 
about £1.2 billion - within three years. 














Street 
Time 
Bomb 


ccording to a recent report into 
home shopping by market re- 
search firm Inteco “It will be as though 
a bomb hit the high street. The impli- 
cations of home shopping and digital 
delivery on employment in retail and 
white collar service industries could 
be viewed as potentially catastrophic’. 
Catastrophic to whom? Not nec- 
essarily to the consumer, any more 
than mail order shopping has been in 
the computing world. Change there 
may be, indeed there always is, but it 
generally turns out that the big bucks 
boys just switch into the next fashion- 
able medium for anything. They may 
be late coming in, and a few minnows 
get a start on them, but retailers like 
Escom and Vobis (see other item in 
this NewsFile) are some of the most 
powerful organisations existing today. 
They will, most if not all, pump their 
millions into carving out a generous 
slice of any new markets that come 
along, and that includes the develop- 
ing online one. 


Switching 
off the 
Box 


Mice bad news for Escom’s 
advertising campaigns on TV, 
and anybody else’s too. The British 
are watching less television, down 
from 3.37 hours a day in the third 
quarter of 1985, to 2.84 hours in the 
same quarter of 1995. The figures 
have been compiled by the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. 

Escom would not be alone in 
worrying about the effects of this on 
advertising, as the Institute is 
concerned that less TV watching 
means less exposure for advertise- 
ments. When satellite and cable 
channels are included, viewing stands 
at just over three hours, but the overall 
long term trends remain downwards, 
says the report. 

Could it be that in those ten years 
computer use has, to some extent, got 
those couch potatoes off their butts 
and into using their minds, if only to 
play games? 
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Vi ail order PC vendor Time has 
withdrawn PCTV models be- 
cause of disappointing sales and re- 
placed them with a multimedia PC 
and an optional £160 TV tuner card. 
“The market is not ready for mass 
volume PCTV sales”, said Time’s gen- 
eral manager of sales, Colin Silcock. 

PCTV, as those with short memo- 
ries among you might remember, was 
the buzzword at the end of 95. Manu- 
facturers of PCs could stick a TV 
tuner into a plain and simple PC and 
call it something glamourously new - 
PCTV. 

Originally there had been some 
resistance from those manufacturers 
because they didn’t really know who 
would be called in if something went 


Escom Sells Stake 





Escom Chairman Manfred Schmitt. 


Not Time Yet? 


wrong with the PCTV, the TV repair- 
person or acomputer engineer. When 
they got over their hesitation, they 
started launching the PCTV - “the 
next big thing”. 

It looks as if the public don’t take 
too gladly to the idea if Time’s expe- 
rience is anything to go by. Perhaps 
people want to use the two facilities 
in different places or at the same 
time. 

Is PCTV going to come a purler 
and get stuffed into the dustbin of 
history with Ronald Reagan? We don’t 
think so, in fact we’d bet that all per- 
sonal computers within a few years 
will be “PCTVs” - offer TV to computer 
users. Only time will tell. Or maybe 
Time won't. 





ne of Germany’s biggest telecoms provid- 
" ers, RWE Telliance, has bought a 12.5. 

i stake in Escom. Bernard van Tienen, Vice 
President of Escom International, said the 
deal was in line with Escom’s strategy of 
selling stakes to partners which could help 
the firm move into new areas. 

Siemens Nixdorf, another massive Ger- 
many-based company, holds a 10% share of 
Escom, while German mail order firm Quelle 
has 25%. Manfred Schmitt, founder and chair- 
man of Escom’s board holds 38.5%, the re- 
maining 14% being split among other share- 


holders. In a private deal, Manfred Schmitt 

has bought the German telephone manufacturer Hagenuk. 
The RWE Telliance owned AssCarfi chain with, in Germany, fifty specialised 
communications stores called Talk-Line, will be integrated into the Escom 


Group as a part of the deal. 





hose of you with experience of 

automated switchboards might 
like to know that BT are going to 
replace their existing directory enquir- 
ies set-up with a robot system. 

We at AU/ remember the days 
when a friendly voice would not only 
give you the number of the person you 
were searching for, but the address 
as well. And for free! 

With the introduction of the semi- 
automated facility, the address option 
was lost. Oftel, the office in charge of 
telecommunications, ruled that ad- 
dress giving contravened its rules. 
However you can still get the informa- 
tion you require from a printed direc- 
tory. Daft or what? 

You also have to pay for the serv- 
ice which, we have found, usually 
gives out the wrong information. AU/ 
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Hello, is anybody there? 


has had many calls recently for com- 
panies named ‘Omega’, or from peo- 
ple wanting Amiga Computers Lim- 
ited! 

Now, with a robot system, you can 
be completely frustrated in your quest, 
regardless of how clever BT claim 
their system is, and pay through the 
nose for it too. 

In a related story, the Department 
of Trade and Industry have banned 
the export of BT’s PhoneDisc (its 
phonebook on a CD-ROM) to Jersey 
because the data is encrypted. 

Apparently the decryption engine 
contains missile guidance code and 
therefore, as Jersey is outside of the 
UK, requires an export licence. 

Now who in their right mind uses 
ex-MoD computer code for a civilian 
project? Strange, but true. 





Philips at the forefront 


Fis off the mark with a high den- = cancontainupto4.7Gb of data. (Which 
sity CD-ROM (HDCD) drive are _ will be ideal for the next release of 
Philips, who have demonstrated a Windoze). Recordable HDCDs are 
prototype model within three months — expected in 1998, along with Digital 
of the standard being settled. Video Discs (DVD) which can hold 270 

The newly proposed HDCD disc __ minutesof full motion video and sound. 


Cheaper to | Flat-panel 
rotate expansion 


ur Optics, a subsidiary of the et anelde- 

Israeli Giga Group, have devel- play market is expected to grow 
oped a novel method of making high | at just over 8% per year until 1999. 
brightness, high resolution, flat-panel | The two largest buyers for displays 
displays by using existing technology | arethe UK and Germany, with France 
- namely light emitting diodes (LEDs). | just behind. 

By mounting the LEDs on spin- Flat-panel devices include (in or- 

ning arms, Gur Optics claim resolu- | der of sales): Liquid Crystal Displays 
tions above 2000 x 2000 pixels and | (LCDs), Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs), 
screen sizes up to 1.52 metres. A 1 Vacuum Fluorescent (VFD), Plasma, 
metre display with aresolution of 2000 | and Electroluminescent (EL). 
x 2000 pixels is expected to cost Meanwhile Kodak has licensed its 
around £2800. An 18cm display has | EL display technology to Pioneer of 
been demonstrated to the Israeli Min- | Japan for use in multimedia and 
istry of Trade and Industry. comms equipment. 


US cash greases the 
wheels on the Ulster 
Superhighway 






















@ ver £600 million is to be invested in providing a fibre-optic network 
to 80% of all the homes in Northern Ireland. 

Both telecoms and interactive TV is to be provided by US cable 
re) of =1e-1 Ce) mal (-igal-ltlelal-|mOr-1e)(-0K-) mm Or-le)(-Mr-\Vilale Mar-tom Ol) mye] cole Min (-v- lo 
while in Britain... no, don’t laugh. 





See facts on your PC 


formed so that Web pages, and other 
‘data’, can be broadcast within normal 
TV signals from terrestrial, cable, or 
satellite sources. Anyone with a suit- 
ably equipped PC or Mac can then 
access this information in a similar 
way to how we in the UK can receive 
teletext. 

The important difference between 
here and the US is the words ‘...can 
sell the extra information broadcast...’. 


n an effort to make even more 
money, America Online - a big US 
Internet provider, CNN - the Cable 
News Network, NBC and Viacom - US 
TV companies, QVC - the home shop- 
ping cable channel, Netscape - the 
leading provider of World Wide Web 
navigation software, Intel, and others, 
have clubbed together to form a com- 
pany called Intercast. 
This new organization has been 


Sega on-line 
profits drive 


lready used by 13 million US households, Sega are about to launch a 24- 
hour on-line service for UK homes connected to the CableWest or Nynex 
cable TV companies. 

Joe Miller, chief technology officer at Segasoft, expects the chance to 
download previews of games to a Saturn or PC will force users to buy the add- 
on kits, additional levels, and characters. 

Meanwhile Nintendo are in discussions with Netscape. They want the 
leading Web navigation software authors to do a version for their Ultra64. 

Amiga users will continue to have to make do with cobbled together 
shareware offerings. 





These Video Capture solutions 
offer superb performance and 
exceptional value yee ey: 





eather casual or professional | 
interest in graphics from Video 
you MUST nave Qa ‘VIDI NGS 








\/ DI A ] 24 QO Composite & SVHS inputs! 

| Qa O All colour modes inc. HAM & 256 col! 
The world’s best selling Amiga digitiser O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 
many features including Image Capture, QO Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 
Animation and Image Processing. O Cut & Paste between frames! 
Mono Images are Captured in real time, O 151 Pp : 
colour images in less than a second. mage Processing effects. 


Supporting Amiga resolutions up to Hh ° : : : : : 
704x566 in full overscan and all Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 


AGA & A1200/A4000 modes. A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 1.3/2.0/3.0 
VI D| A : 2 | RT O Real Time Image Capture! 

| IQO ( ) O Composite & SVHS inputs! 
Real Time colour capture from any video | O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 
source. It has even more features than $149 O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 


Vidi Amiga 12 and the added benefit of O File support for BMP, TIFF & PCX! 


image capture from moving video. O Load & Save 24 Bit ILBM & ANIMS! 
Full AGA chipset support as standard. uae : | 











Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 
A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 


VIDI AMIGG 24(RT) Pro. omit nape copa 


. ; . . ! 
Professional or serious user. True colour real O Composite & SVHS inputs: 


time image capture from any video source. O 16.7 million colour grabbing! 
Photorealistic image capture with 24 bit O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 
file option to bridge Amiga and PC. O ILBM, ANIM, BMP, TIFF & PCX! 


Improved image enhancement algorithm O Image Processing controls & effects! 
to produce screen and output files of 
the highest quality. Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 


- nh 2.0/3. 
Full AGA chipset support as standard. A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 











N.B. Prices include VAT. All Products made in UK. Trade enquiries Welcome. 


uantum Tel: 01506- perl! 


2b Young Square, Brucefield, Livingston EH54 9BX 
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Amiga Technologies and Phase 


a time there willbea market? We're | 
better off moving into the PCs. 
Maybe Escom will sell our stuff 


aching their = then. Reaseae 
5, the German turbo board manu- ft the ask t 
_facturer.’ . — : 
This report was confirmed by | 
‘announ ments at the Toronto 


2. a, : 
it’s hardly likely to be any more 
successful globally than German — 
ur c Amiga — software for the Amiga was in the 
| fay. | is ges 5 informed past. It’s the USA and the UK that 
Ami a observers to be ners ot created the majority of the prod- | 
! ucts that made the Amiga what it - 
_ was. The Amiga, if it survives, — 
could end up just for the German | 
| ‘market and that wouldn’t be any 
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” “Fired up” Fecom staff fired! 


Escom said it was not entirely a 
result of the FAST investigation that 
staff lost their jobs. “There was an 

- element of ignorance, but these peo- 
ple were also fired up to sell and would 
do anything to get a sale. If it brings 
the company into disrepute that is a 
serious matter.” 

You mean it wouldn’t be serious 
to sell software illegally if it didn’t bring 
the company into disrepute? What 
about getting them fired up to sell 
Amigas instead? Really fired up! 


even members of Escom’s staff 

have been sacked after the com- 
pany was found to be selling software 
pre-loaded on PCs without supplying 
customers with the appropriate li- 
cences. Escom carried out an internal 
enquiry after the Federation Against 
Software Theft (FAST) approached the 
company reporting eleven instances 
of the company failing to give custom- 
ers either licencing documentation or 
manuals. One store, in the firings, lost 
virtually all its full time staff. 
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Hand-held sampling 


b Gere have just brought out the SU10 sampling 
unit for music buffs. The paperback sized unit 
combines audio CD phrase sampling with a unique 
touch-driven ribbon controller. There is a built-in 
sequencer, along with realtime scratch and filter 
effects. poecataee! BARES IN NOT SOS eT a CTV TNO DAT MSHI HMO 
|deal for film/video makers, DJs, musicians and multimedia artists, the SU10 
can sample down to 11.6kHz for a maximum of 54 seconds on-board storage. 
Up to four sequences can be stored and edited, and the MIDI interface allows 
dumping to external storage devices like floppy or MIDI keyboard. The unit 
comes with two CDs full of effects to get you going. Price - £299 inc VAT. 
Contact: Yamaha-Kemble Tel. 01908 366700 


IBM gets the honours 


hree top scientists from IBM: Praveen Chaudhari, Jerome Cuomo, and 

Richard Gambino, were recently awarded the National Medal of Technol- 
ogy by US President Clinton for their work on the magnetic materials that allow 
re-writable optical discs to function. The majority of today’s discs use IBM’s 
techonlogy in a market worth in excess of £1.5 billion. 


COMDEX comes 
to -uUrepe 


he world’s number one IT event 

comes to Europe, Earl’s Court 
actually, for four days in April. Starting 
April 23rd., this event is expected to 
be the biggest computer crowd puller 
for many a year - unless the £100 
entry price puts you off. 

Yes, £100. Mind you, if you meet 
the right criteria - such as executive 
chief vice president in charge of... - 
then you could well get in for nothing. 


The Eagle has Landed 


he German firm Eagle, who are known for their tower cases for Amigas, 

have diversified into PC bridge boards. These Shuttle boards have been 
designed for expanding all models except the A600 and A2000 series. 

Options include the standard Shuttle board 8/6/2 for A3000 and A4000 that 
includes 8 Zorro II slots, 2 video slots, and 6 PCI-ISA Bus slots; or The Shuttle 
486 5/6/2 with 5 Zorro II slots, 2 Video slots, and 6 PC-ISA Bus slots. 

There is a 486 DX2/4 motherboard that fits in one of the PC-ISA slots. This 
is not an emulator, but a real PC working independently of the Amiga. Another 
option is the Shuttle Pentium/PCI with 7 Zorro II slots, 3 PCI-ISA Bus, and 3 PCI- 
ISA 32-bit Bus slots. 

For this board there is a PC ISA/PCI Pentium motherboard with a choice of 
processors from 75 to 150 MHz. 


Intel inside on loan 


Packard Bell, who deny the rumours 
of being in financial difficulties. 
Despite being one of Intel’s biggest 
customers they said they were doing 
very nicely thank you very much, 
with sales of their low cost multimedia 
PCs seeing “increased excitement 
at retail stores and strong sales for 
all processors”. 

So who could it be? There can’t be 
many big PC manufacturers that Intel 
would give whatis in effect a subsidy of 
that large amount. Or can there? 














To book your place call 
01203 694131, or 
surf http://www.comdex.com 





recent probe by US Government 

financial investigators is 
understood to be the result of Intel 
agreeing to convert part of an 
estimated $470m - about £300 million 
- debt, owed by one of its largest 
customers, into a loan of unspecified 
duration. Intel declined to name the 
customer. 

However, the field must be 
fairly narrow, as who could afford 
to run up such debts, so to speak? 
The finger has been pointed at 


Amiga has a Siamese Twin 


ccording to Steve Jones of HiQ 
we should, if we can’t beat them, 


join them. He told AUI, “The main 


reason for the PC’s success is the 
now huge MIPS per pound ratio and 
the excellent graphics cards and mul- 
timedia capabilities being added which 
have made the PC unbeatable at 
present. This is why we need to enter 
this world and not miss out on the 
party.” 

He hastens to add that he contin- 
ues to believe that “The humble A1200 
can still show the PC a clean pair of 
heels, obviously in the excellent way it 
can work with video graphics and, of 
course, the fact that we have had a 
mature, true multi-tasking, multi- 
threaded, 32-bit operating system for 
about 6 years, and the PC has an 
operating system that at its core is 
only half the Amiga’s.” 

So what can we do about it to join 
in the party? “Go Siamese” is the HiQ 
advice. No, that doesn’t mean swap- 
ping your passport and start parading 
around in a cheong sam. For HiQ, of 
PowerStation renown, have come up 
with a system that Steve Jones sug- 
gests could give the Amiga all the 
advantages of having a fizzing PC 
twin of the Siamese variety. 


Sliots and 
Goodies 


HiQ’s PowerStation, you'll probably 
remember, comes as a tower or desk- 
top box. Into this you, or they, can fit 
your Amiga A1200 and provide it with 
a whole plethora of slots and other 
goodies. Now the Siamese upgrade 
to the PowerStation, says HiQ, gives 
the A1200 expandability never before 
dreamed of, and a performance kick 
“that means not having to wish for a 
DOOM clone on the Amiga when you 
can now run it as it was meant, while 
your Amiga works on that graphics 
project in the background.” 

What HiQ have created appears 
to be a system into which both the 
Amiga and a PC will fit and run, 
with automatic electronic display 
swapping, and just one mouse and 
keyboard. You can have it operating 
from one monitor alone or it can work 
with two monitors, one for the Amiga, 
and one for the PC graphics. Both 
displayable at the same time. Steve 
Jones also points out there will be no 
need to worry about small display sizes, 
“as the Siamese is capable of 1024 x 
768 in 256 colours as standard, and 
higher resolutions are available with a 
simple graphics card RAM upgrade.” 

He’s not finished yet. “For those 
needing video grabbers, these are 
available for approximately £200 and 
will grab video good enough to run full 


screen. From those videos, you can 
remove single frames or sequences 
to convert into Amiga images or 
animations.” 

Those interested in sound record- 
ing will be pleased to learn that the 
system incorporates a full CD quality 
16-bit stereo sampler at no extra cost, 
and utilities to convert to Amiga sam- 
ple format. 

You will, naturally, have to have a 
PC to put into the Siamese case, but 
if you haven't, then HiQ can supply 
either a 486 or a Pentium with, what 
they told AUI, are very high specs at 
agreeably low prices. 

And there’s more. HiQ have what 
they call “The Siamese Video Editing 
Pack”. This is a video editing system 
based on a Pentium PC which in- 
cludes everything necessary to up- 
grade the HiQ PowerStation to a fully 
digital video editing system using 
SVHS/Composite video input/output, 
and which can record and playback 
up to 16-bit quality stereo sound. It 
has MPEG file editing and creation 
which is suitable for editing home and 
semi-professional analogue video 
tape. 

Thatlittle lot will set you back around 
£1750. Also at the same price level is 
HiQ’s “Siamese Real Time 3D Up- 
grade Pack”. This set of mouthwater- 
ing stuff is based on apiece of software 
called Caligari True Space V2 which, 
as you might gather from the name, 
has descended from the famed Amiga 
graphics package “Caligari”. It is now 
getting raves from the PC market, and 
you can see what it is able to do in this 
month’s AUI. (Page 52) 

This package allows artists to 
model in real-time, and manipulate 
those models as if they were in clay. 
Enabling them to try out different tex- 
tures and patterns in true colour and 
real-time. AU/ has seen this up and 
running and, as someone said about 
seeing the future, it works and then 
some. It looks stunningly easy to man- 
age and produces equally stunning 
results. 


3D 
Acceleration 


Steve Jones says “This is due not only 


to the amazing software, but also to 
the advanced 3D acceleration, which 
makes this system feel like a Silicon 
Graphics machine for a quarter of the 
price.” (See the item on SGI in this 
NewsFile to find out how well they 
have done. If the Siamese does one 
tenth as well, HiQ will be a com- 
pany whose shares will be worth buy- 
ing.) 

HiQ’s view is that because the 
Amiga user is not generally in a posi- 
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Siamese twins that no-one will want separate. 


tion to splash cash about in a totally 
uncaring way, the new Siamese sys- 
tem gives us all the chance to enter 
the realm of real power using both the 
Amiga, and the PC, step by step. The 
prices start with an upgrade to their 
PowerStation to include a Siamese 
DX2 based system at £699.95, or a 
Pentium 90 upgrade at £1249.95. The 
Siamese adaptor board plus software 
costs £99.95. All prices include VAT. 
PowerStations themselves, including 
a dual speed CD-ROM drive and a 
Squirrel interface, cost from £299.95. 

It all sounds like the answer to 
an Amiga user's prayer, doesn’t it? 
The versatility of the Amiga siamesed 
with the power and price/value of the 


he Multispin, priced 

at £199, has been 
produced by NEC as a 
four CD-ROM jukebox 
for PC multimedia us- 
ers who want to load 
software from several 
disks. It can also be 
used to switch between 
applications without 
having manually to 
change the CDs. 

The Multispin 4x4c 
holds four CDs, and 
NEC claims it speeds 
up actions such as eject, play, and 
flipping between applications, by us- 
ing an on-screen disc management 
utility. The drive is also said to speed 
up jobs by giving a 250ms access 
time to data on each disc, which is 
supported by a memory cache of 
256k and a data transfer speed of 
600k/s. 


CD-ROM Juke Box 
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PC. You would have thought with 
Escom’s involvement in the PC 
market, and their relaunching of the 
Commodore brand there, they would 
have done the thing themselves. But 
that’s life, isn’t it? It takes a small 
company to react more quickly than 
the slow moving dinosaurs. 

As Steve Jones says “if you can’t 
beat them, join them”, which, with the 
unstoppable march of the PC and the 
Amiga’s present weakened condition, 
sounds like an excellent idea, don't 
you think?. 

Contact: HiQ Ltd., Gable End, 
2 The Square, Hockliffe, Beds 
LU7 9NB Tel. 

01525 211327. 















































Jury still out on CD-ROM jukeboxes. 


Notsolong ago one CD astounded 
us by its capacity of 650Mb, now we 
need to “warehouse” CDs because 
there is so much data to access. Soon 
HDCDs will come along with - wow! - 
5.7Gb. And then? A juke box of 
HDCDs? AU//Parkinson’s Lawstates: 
Data expands to fill the space avail- 
able - and then expands some more. 
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Slow 
Revolution 


survey by New Media Monitor 
has shown that only 2% of the 
population has access to the Internet 
at home. Six percent have aCD ROM, 
anda mere 4% have a multimedia PC. 
(That’s useful to tell the children who 
come home and Say ‘everyone’ has 
one except them!) 

Twice as many people claim to 
have heard of the Internet (60%) as 
digital TV, and only one in five has 
heard of video on demand, according 
to the study by research company 
BMRB International. Younger people 
have a greater understanding of new 
technology (surprise, surprise!) with 7 
out of 10 fifteen to thirty-four year olds 
having heard of the Internet. Sharp 
lot, that age group. 

Out of the 1000 people surveyed, 
those in the south were better in- 
formed than those residing in the north. 
Now why would that be, do you think? 
(AUI sells more in the south too, coin- 
cidentally.) 


SGI’s 
Picture 
Bright 


S ilicon Graphics Inc. has reported 
a 33% leap in turnover to some 
£400 million in the financial quarter 
ending September 1995. Profits have 
increased to around £40 million for 
the quarter, compared with £30 mil- 
lion the same period the previous year. 

Computing success seems to 
come from choosing the right devel- 
opment at the right time, just as in any 
other line of business. Silicon Graph- 
ics was founded well after Commo- 
dore and came to the fore with its 
expensive Workstations, mostly used 
for graphics, somewhat later than the 
appearance of the Amiga on the world 
scene. Yetthere they are shovelling in 
the cash while CBM hits the skids, and 
the Amiga languishes somewhere 
between a toy and “a computer that 
used to be hot for graphics, didn’t it?” 

lf the people who ran CBM, and 
decided the fate of the Amiga, had 
chosen the path that SGI followed it 
could have been the Amiga at the top 
of the pile. Yes we all know that “If” is 
the biggest word in the language, but 
the Amiga was a machine that could 
have done it if - that word again - CBM 
hadn’t gone the mass market route. 

However, most us wouldn’t have 
ever come into contact with the com- 
puter, would we? Oh well. Who said 
life - computer life - was simple? 
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Goldstar’s 3D0 Cheaper 


G oldstar has reduced the retail price of its 3D0 machine to £199. This was 
thought to be in direct competition with Panasonic’s three for the price of 
two dealer special offer which enabled the company to sell its FZ-10 3D0O player 


at £199. 


Panasonic is reported to have been pleased with consumer reaction to the 
price promotion while Goldstar, who went straight for the price cut, said it was 
to tie in with the major in-store promotions they are carrying out with a number 
of retailers. Man in charge at Goldstar? Ex-Commodore Multimedia Manager, 
Kieron Sumner who must be chortling at the £399 price still hanging round the 


Amiga’s neck. 


Virgin drops Apple 


he Virgin Our Price chain of stores has decided to cut Apple Mac software 


from their stores as sales for CD-ROM grow and the valuable shelf space 
is needed. The retailer is claiming that the Macintosh format is not performing 
strongly enough for it to continue stocking the software. 

Apple are trying desperately to make their format competitive in the mass 
market, but even with the support of the fabulously rich Kelvin-Clarke publishing 
family they are still having trouble persuading the rest of the world to buy 


anything other than Mac DTP products. 


Meanwhile speculation mounts as to who will swallow Apple, or atleast, take 
a large bite. IBM and Sony have been considered as possible buyers for the 
entire operation, especially after the chairman of Sony R&D, Olafur Johann 
Olafsson said that it was “a good buy for the right party”, and that Apple would 
be better off in the hands of a company with a “strong consumer base”. While 
software giant Oracle seeks Apple’s Newton Personal Digital Assistant product 
group to further its own ambitions for mobile computing. 

Top man at Apple, Michael Spindler, is expected to announce poor results 


and massive job losses as we go to press. 


Hard Times for A1i200 


a iQ have announced the release 
of the “next generation of 3.5” 
hard drives for the A1200. HiQ’s new 
850Mb drive is a high performance 
low cost drive which is extremely easy 
to fit, requiring absolutely no cutting or 
modifications of the Amiga 1200 case 
or shielding. This is due to the slim 
design and the way it straddles the 
shielding without touching. Even if the 
Amiga were to touch it, say HiQ, it 
cannot short the drive because of the 
casing which encloses the entire unit. 

The drive can be fitted within 5-10 
minutes by the average Amiga user, 
says HiQ’s Steve Jones, and comes 
fully prepped and formatted ready for 
use. “The drive will run onthe standard 
power supply with up to one external 





floppy, but if multiple external floppies 
are used, then perhaps a boosted 
supply may be necessary. We have 
also added up to 25Mb of PD utilities 
to get the serious Amiga user busy, 
and also some fun items for all of us, 
including anims and some demos.” 
There has been, over the time 
since 3 1/2" drives have been fitted 
into the 1200, doubts in some people’s 
minds of the practicality of squeezing 
that size drive into the Amiga 1200 
which clearly looked designed for a 2 
1/2" drive. We once saw a drive that 
had been so forced into the computer 
that Amiga’s case was bent upwards. 
This new drive from HiQ seems likely 
to overcome allo bjections because 
it is so thin that it appears to take 
up almost the 
same space as 
a 2 1/2" drive. 
PoP ee 
£199.95 plus 
£7.00 p+p. 
«, Contact: 
_ HiQ Lid., 
Gable End, 
2 The 
Square, 
ee Hockliffe, 
=» Beds 
LU7 9NB 
Tel. 01525 
211327. 
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Remember Elite, the smash-hit game 
of the ’80s designed by lan Bell and 
David Braben? David Braben went 
on to develop the two sequels: Fron- 
tier and First Encounters, and lan 
got ‘left out’. 

In an interview published on the 
Web page Games Domain, lan Bell is 
alleged to have wronged David Braben 
in front of a potential (note that word) 
audience of 20 million. So the writs have 
started to fly. Keep your heads down. 


Wild Bill’s 
Star 
Ranges On 


Interactive Magic are “locking into the 
future” with the release of their first 
internally developed game. Star Rang- 
ers, according to the company’s chair- 
man “Wild” Bill Stealey, is like “...play- 
ing intergalactic chess. Combining fast 
pace combat with a complex strategy 
in three levels.” 

“Wild” Bill Stealey? Now there’s a 
name that comes blasting from the 
past. Major - U.S. Air Force Reserve - 
Stealey was the founder, with pro- 
gramming genius Sid Meier, of simu- 
lation hotshots Microprose. A couple 
of years back, after some difficult times, 
Stealey sold out to Spectrum Holobyte 
and one clause in the contract was 
that he should keep out of the compu- 
ter game business for a while. 

Now the exile is over - he played 
vicious golf in Florida - he’s back in 
there shooting it out with the other 
simulation merchants as boss of 
Intergalactic - sorry - Interactive Magic. 

“Wild” Bill, a name apparently 
gained from his rather cavalier use of 
his piloting talents, has been one of 
the few genuinely memorable charac- 
ters in the entertainment software 
business, as AUF's Editor will confirm. 

Somewhere in AUI’s cupboards 
is a T-shirt that proclaims “I flew with 
“Wild” Bill in Miss Microprose and sur- 
vived.” - a T-shirt that was awarded to 
those who had. The Editor hastens to 
add that Miss Microprose was not a 
female, but a small aeroplane. Wel- 
come back, Bill. Keep ‘em flying. 
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Aminet CD 8, dated August 1995, consists of approximately 1,1 
gigabytes of software in 3600 archives. Since the release of Aminet 
CD 7 more than 540 MB new software has appeared. The current 
edition has a special focus on modules, more than 1000 mods from 
Aminet were included. User friendly access software makes the 
Aminet CD 8 a pleasure to use. £14.95 





Coming soon! £14.95 
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CD-WSite 





What!?! You still can't write to your CDs? CD-ROMs have long been 
an essential part of Amiga computing. Many users already own a 
CD-ROM drive, and the number of software packages available on 
CD is increasing steadily. Until now, though, it was not possible to 
write to CDs. We have solved this problem with our new revolutio- 
nary product: Ralph Babel and Stefan Ossowski's Schatztruhe are 
proud to present what can be considered a marvel of technology: 
CD-Write enables you to virtually write to CDs with an ordinary CD- 
ROM drive. From now on, you will be able to write, delete, and mo- 
dify data on your CDs. This product will take you into a new era, and 
you will be able to utilize CD-ROM technology to its fullest. £44.95 


ROM...CD-ROM...CD-RO 





CDBoot is a fantastic new product that enables you to use almost 
any CD32 games on an Al200 or A4000 [with AT- or SCSI-CD- 
ROM drive and any filesystem). You can create a configuration file 
for each CD, containing information on the Joypad emulation. You 
can also save the highscore of each CD32 game. The usage and 
installation of CDBoot is very easy, also for beginners, due4o the 
excellent English manual. Since the compatibility is very high, you 
can use 98% of CD32 games currently available. CDBoot is an 
excellent software solution for all Amiga-Freaks, who would like to 
enter the world of CD32 games! £34.95 


the 
world’s 
largest 
Amiga 
software 
collection 








Aminet is the world ‘s largest collection of freely distributable Amiga 
software. Up to 10.000 users access the vast archives ervery day 
and countless programmers publish directly via Aminet. Until recently 
access to Aminet was restricted to international network users. With 
Aminet Set 1, consisting of 4 CDs, the complete archive is published 
the first time. This CD-ROM-collection, which is dated January 1995, 
offers an almost inexhaustible reservoir of top-value Shareware. A 
wide variety of programs is included: Applications, Games, Demos, 
Pictures, Mods, Animations, Developer-Material, .. . It contains 
approximately 4 gigabytes of software in 12.500 archives and you 
will enjoy the comfortable user-interface. £29.95 


iMiGA 





AMINET SET 2, dated November 1995, consists of approximately 4 
gigabytes of software in 12.000 archives. Whether you like applica- 
tions, games, communications or programming, the SET gives you all 
you need. Easy to use index files and search facilities make 
accessing it a pleasure. £34.95 





The FreshFish CD-ROM-series, produced directly by Fred Fish, provi- 
des Amiga users with hundreds of megabytes of the latest freely re- 
distributable software. Published approximately every two months, 
each volume is a two CD set containing new submissions since the 
latest volume, as well as an ever growing selection of tools, libraries, 
documentation and other useful material that is updated with every 
release. £17.95 


This CD contains 1070 games for the Commodore Amiga from differ- 
ing categories. Action, Jump & Run, Card Games, Puzzles, Strategy 
Games - a whole range of computer entertainment awaits! Gamers ° 
Delight will hold you captivated for hours and guarantees long-last- 
ing pleasure. 70 games are commercial versions - no public domain 
& no demos! This CD can be run on any Amiga with CD-ROM 
drive,! MB free memory and Joystick/Joypad. £26.95 


The Meeting Pearls Volume III contains 650 MB of the finest FD soft- 
ware via a special user interface, which has been created to allow 
you to find the program of your choice with ease. The contents: 10 
MB Packer, Cruncher, Archive Programs - 3 MB CD-ROM Utilities - 
21 MB Communication and Network Programs - 5 MB Debugging 
Tools - 29 MB Development Tools - 13 MB Floppy, Hard Disk ans 
SCSI Programs - 8 MB Educational Programs - 9 MB Games - 35 
MB Graphics Programs - 39 MB Internet Movie Database, Updated 
Version - 7 MB Midi Tools and Programs - 27 MB Mods - 12 MB 
Music Programs - 21 MB Pictures - 13 MB AmiTCP and more for 
Networking - 60 MB Documentation, CD-ROM Databases, etc. - 96 
MB PasTeX 1.4 - not previous available on any CD-ROM - 15 MB 
Utilities - 30 MB HTML-Pages - Collections of datatypes, benchmark 
programs, icons, programs for amateur radio and electrical/elec- 
tronic engineering are also included. £9.95 





The da capo CD-ROM is a source for high-quality music, both for 
listening enjoyment and for samples to use in creating your own 
music. This is not just another random collection of modules. Many 
modules and samples are exclusively to da capo. Included are more 
than 1400 of the best available modules and 2000 high-qualioty 
samples. £27.95 





Gateway! offers NetBSD 1.0, a full featured UNIX-ike operating 
system with both sources and binaries for the Amiga, i386, Sun 3, 
and other architectures. Go netsurfing with the large selection of 
supplied networking tools. Other supplied packages include a 
binary release of the X window system (X11R6) for the Amiga, with 
many additional clients, and packages such as perl, emacs, games, 
mail programs, and many megabytes of important text files such as 
RFCs and FAQs. A complete installation guide is available on the 
CD. There are also some AmigaDOS internet utilities, such as clients 


for AmiTCP and Envoy. £9.95 
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All products are available in your local Amiga-shop 





XiPaint is a leading edge, 24-bit paint program. It's suited to the 
demands of novice and expert alike, and within a short time, you 
too will be able to produce colourful and creative art in 16.8 million 
colours. This version of XiPaint provides a professional paint program 
at an unbeatable price/performance ratio. 

Overview of Features: - Diverse paint functions including colour, 
contrast and saturation adjustment - Mask, outline, recolour and fill _ 
functions - Airbrush with adjustable spray functions - Lighttable 
function for manipulating mantages and animations - Text functions 
with anti-aliasing using Compugraphic fonts - Support for a variety of 
graphic formats - Unlimited Undo - Diverse manipulation of alpha 
channel - Supports many graphic cards - Layers to combine different 
projects - ARexx port - Drag & Drop colours - External filter module - 
Extensive documentation - 60 textures, 50 landscapes, 30 other 
pictures and many fonts included. £49.95 








Raytracing - A fascinating area of the computer graphics. Pictures 
from the computer, perfectly rendered, fascinate people all over the 
world, The Amiga was the first computer to be used for raytracing, 
and today it is still a leader, with many high quality programs. A real 
artist of raytracing is Tobias J. Richter from Cologne/Germany, 
whose detailed objects stun the people. Especially his space ships of 
famous science fiction films are used to demonstrate the capabilities 
of a raytracing program. The objects ore highly detailed and 
extremly realistic due to the application of complex surface textures 
of the models. Until now it was difficult to acquire these objects in 
order to create ones own scenes or animations. £29.95 





NetNews Offline Vol. 1 is the first disk of a new bimonthly published 
series of Amiga CD-ROMs which contains all Amiga-related news- 
groups from the internet. Every volume features about 50.000 
articles which contain hot rumours, important information about all 
aspects of the Amiga, press-releases, discussions and flame wars, ... . 
A newsreader is included. NetNews Offline is the cheap alternative 
of getting in touch with Usenet. £14.95 





or through national mail-order-companies 








SHATIAW. 


International Distributor: 





GTI 
Grenville Trading International GmbH 
- _Zimmersmihlenweg 73 
61440 Oberursel - Germany 
Tel +49-6171-85937 
Fax +49-6171-8302 
EMail: Compuserve 100336,1245 
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1-800 Breakthrough 


hile some people are still struggling with storing numbers in their new 

telephones, BT have solved a problem you may not have known you had. 
Toll-free numbers in the US and Canada have been barred to overseas callers 
up to now, but BT are offering a new service to break through the barrier, for the 
price of an international call. 

The move opens up a universe of opportunities for UK computer shoppers 
as the range of software available in North America is much greater than in the 
UK, and at lower prices, according to BT. Often the only way to place orders can 
be made through a company’s 1-800 number. Companies such as PC Bargains 
(1 800 327 5520) or the On-line Catalogue of software and hardware accesso- 
ries (1 800 628 3475) can now be reached by dialling 00 1 800 from the UK. 
Besides software, key products and services of interest to the British public 
include banking, tourism, hotel reservations, car hire, and catalogue ordering. 

You don’t get the call free remember, it will cost you the normal international 
rate, but at least you can get through to the previously barred 1 800 numbers. 
BT, however, told AU/ that for some reason of which they are not aware, there 
is occasional difficulty in accessing some numbers. 

It's a pity that this all comes too late for the Amiga market. It used to frustrate 
Amiga users outside the USA that advertisements appearing in US magazines 
offered products they couldn’t get hold of, and also prices that were usually 
about two thirds of those obtainable on this side of the Atlantic. 

It could be that a revival of the Amiga in the USA would make it all worthwhile 
again - and maybe Amiga users who are also into PCs can benefit too. 


Amiga | IBM 
Ste ; : Leads The 


Scoring ty 














Fe esearch carried out by advertis 
ing agency D’Arcy Masius Benton 
occer Team Manager and World 
Cup All-time Greats are available 


& Bowles has shown that consumer 
for the Amiga. Both are priced at 


£12.99. Published by Summit Soft- 
ware, the games allow you to manage 
football teams, using well known play- 
ers. Soccer Team Manager can be 
played using either the English league, 
or the Italian series. World Cup All- 
time Greats takes you through from 
1930 to the best of 1994. 

Contact: Summit Software, Units 
5-7 Baileygate Industrial Estate, 
Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF8 
2LN. Fax. 01977 790243. 


interest in computing is at an all time 
high, with nearly half of the ‘techno- 
friendly’ generation (15-24 year olds) 
and one in ten of the ‘techno-phobic’ 
age group (65+) owning a PC. 

The DMB&B Leadership survey 
also revealed that a third of all con- 
sumers are unable to name a leading 
brand of PC. Overall, IBMis perceived 
as leading the brand by 24%, followed 
by Amstrad and Apple Macintosh with 
12% each. Other named brands in- 
clude Compag - 2%, Dell - 2%, Hewlett- 
Packard - 2%, Commodore - 1% 
(Ouch!), and Toshiba - 1%. 





WrongSoft 


nother survey has been published (it’s the survey month obviously!) this 
time to gather information on the use of software by large companies. 
Consultancy firm BMS Bossard has found that more than half the UK’s big 
companies could be using the wrong software. 
Although they may spend up to 10% of turnover on IT, the supporting 


software does not perform the tasks for which it was intended. As a result the 
costs of retraining and lost business was considerable. The consultants 
estimate that at least 30% of software development projects are over time, over 
budget, and fail to deliver the expected benefits. Now where have we heard that 
idea before? 

According to BMS Bossard, one resolvable problem was more employment 
of users in the design process which would have the dual effect of training 
company staff and informing designers of their needs. And what about design- 
ers, i.e. programmers, being just a shade less optimistic and more realistic in 
their estimates of the time it takes to do cutting edge work, or even about their 
ability to carry it out at all? 
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And Another one 
Bytes the Dust 


ccording to CTW, the computer trade publication, just a few months after 

EMAP stopped bringing out PC Games magazine, Future Publishing has 
“suspended” PC Attack, another publication in the supposedly next wave of 
computer entertainment titles. PC Attack was, CTW comments, originally 
intended for the 9 to 15 year old market, but it was found that the magazine’s 
readership was aged 16+. However Future were, CTW reports, unable to 
sustain the market and its closure came just six months after launch. 


Future said they could not gain _‘ favourite addiction. The PC, like the 
the necessary advertising or circula- | Amiga, is a computer that appeals to 
tion figures to make it viable, andso _an older group of users and readers. 
they have decided to focus their ef- __If anything, it must be admitted, a 
forts on another of their titles, PC | couple of years or more older than the 
Gamer. average Amiga magazine reader. And 

It's a funny world this magazine evenin the Amiga magazine field the 
publishing business and notallisasit simple, if not very pure, games maga- 
seems. When AU/ was launched, the _—zines never made the impact of the 
first magazine of its kind in the UK, all | more hybrid or serious magazines 
the massive companies hung back __ because the Amiga audience wasn’t 
believing there was no market foran = only games oriented. And if you are 
Amiga publication here. However, af- _—_ reading this you, dear Amiga user, are 
ter AUI led the way suddenly there __ living proof of that. 
was a rush, and within a relatively For the PC field, as these recent 
shorttime there were sixAmigamaga- magazine “suspensions” show, the 
zines. Imitation, it is said, is the sin- | same applies only more so. Certainly, 
cerest form of flattery. the PC is rising as a machine to be 

When the Sega/Nintendo boom _ used for games, but the magazines 
came, those same publishing compa- __ that would cover only that kind of very 
nies were somewhat bolder and they _— basic entertainment haven't really 
allthrewtheirresourcesbehindamass __ reached the heights that were hoped 
of very similar titles. Computer kids, _ for by their optimistic publishers. 
hungry to be told all the latest gossip Of course, there could be an- 
about upcoming games, andthe peo- _ other reason... that the games play- 
ple who made them, boughtthe mags _ing audience has got older. They 
inthousands, even millions. Alicence have after all been playing games 
to print money, it must have seemed. for ten years or more and perhaps 
Even the old faithful Computer and _‘ they have become tired of the juve- 
Video Games got a new lease of life. nile style of the games magazines. 

However, as we never tire of re- _If they are still just playing games 
minding you, lifeisn’tsimple orfair.As that is. You never know, something 
the video game magazines beganto awful might have happened. PC 
fade with the decline of the cartridge- players may play games, but with- 
based machines, itappearedtomany out the single-minded dedication to 
inthe publishing business thatitwould a fad that happens in the pre and 
justbe acase ofonecomputerreplac- just into the teen years. When you 
ingthe otherswhenthe PC cameover get to acertain age, you may prefer 
the horizon - like the cavalry saving doing something else to reading 
the pioneers. But it hasn’t been ex- _ badly written baloney about it. And 
actly like that. worse, they may even prefer spend- 

The PC is a different animal. It ing their money on those terrible 
hasn't, in general, been aimed atthe things called girls! Even if publish- 
not long learned to read kids who _ ing companies don’t like it, we all 
would eat up any old tosh about their have to grow up sometime. 


Quotes of the Month 


“The association with real suffering and family trauma is just too 
much in this most recent ad. Using it as a basis for humour (which 
is how | interpreted the ad) is, in my personal opinion, not accepting 
the degree of responsibility that must be considered by games 


publishers”. Simon Harvey of PR firm Barrington Harvey. 

Simon Harvey was commenting on an advertisement of the kind that 
is becoming increasingly frequent from computer games companies. It 
seems that even those whose business is in creating attention for games 
are becoming concerned and even alarmed at the unpleasant and nastily 
shocking tactics that games companies seem to think they need to sell 
their products. 
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£239 inc 
Squirrel SCSI 


Since being introduced, the Zip™ 
Drive has caused a storm in the 
storage industry, offering an 
unrivalled level of price, 
performance and reliability. This 
newest, most portable exchangeable 
hard disk drive weighs in at just 1Ib, 
has fast transfer and access times 
(up to 1Mb/s transfer, 28ms seek), 
easily fits in your hand, your bag or 


Amiga Zip Tools your briefcase, stores up to 100Mb 


excl usively from HiSoft on floppy-sized disks, is perfect for 
all types of application and is priced 


at a level that will make you want 
to unzip your wallet immediately! 


PBLUECHIPS 


Zip drives from HiSoft include everything 
you need to get going on a SCSI-aware 
Amiga: the Zip 100 drive, a 100Mb cartridge, 


all necessary leads and a complete set of Price inc 100Mb cartridge, extra 
software, programmed by HiSoft, including: — ygaqp cartri dges £15.95 sv tecat 


e Easy access drivers © Temporary unprotect Order your Zip drive now to 


© Password protect — ® Cartridge initialisation avoid disappointment! 
© Write protection © Cartridge eject 


Cinema4D" 


Professional Ray-Tracing and 
Animation for your Amiga 








Cinema4D is the easy-to- 
use ray-tracing and animation 
system for your Amiga. 
Equipped with an intuition- 
based multi-tasking editor, 
Cinema4D is replete with every 
conceivable option including § Cinema4D also includes 


will have your objects 
move realistically through 
time and space. 


window-based real-time MagicLink, the flexible 
interactive modelling, direct object converter. 

modelling in 3D, basic and MagicLink converts all 
complex primitives with infinite popular object formats 
variations, easy object (Imagine, Sculpt, DXE 


manipulation, floating toolbars, Reflections, etc.) to 
user-defined menus, object and Cinema4D format & back. 
texture lists, definable object 


for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUs, 


The Cinema4D animator brings 
you even closer to the world of 
"virtual reality", breathing life 


© 1995 HiSoft. E&OE. 


All prices include UK 
VAT @ 17.5% 
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More 
miga Magic 





and much more! C) 0500 223660 


To order any of the products shown on this page 
(or any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of 
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Squirrel SCSI 


The superb SuperDouble CD-ROM is back! Using an excellent 2.4 speed 
drive from Sony, this CD-ROM provides outstanding performance at an 
amazing price. With a 360Kb/s data transfer rate and a 230ms access time, 
the SuperDouble CD-ROM provides all the speed for the power user. 


The SuperDouble is fully compatible with the new Squirrel MPEG card, 
supporting the industry standard VideoCD (White Book) format. 


The SuperDouble CD-ROM pack includes the award-winning AGA 
Experience CD-ROM - rated 93% in issue 79 of Amiga Format. This CD- 
ROM is crammed full of pictures, utilities, demos, animations and tools for 
AGA Amigas. The SuperDouble pack also includes the latest Aminet CD- 
ROM. This disk is brimming with the latest PD, shareware, utilities, demos 
and picture files from the Aminet archives on the internet. 


A full classic Squirrel is also included in the pack. This allows easy connection 
of any SCSI peripheral to the A1200. The package has all the necessary 


drivers and software for easy connection of hard drives, CD-ROMs and 
removable disk drives, such as the Zip™ Drive, to your Amiga. 


DiskMAGIC 


Easy File & Disk Management 


Constantly doing battle with the 
Shell/CLI? Stop this futile struggle 
with DiskKMAGIC, the easy-to-use file 
and disk management 

utility from HiSoft. 


DiskMAGIC simplifies every 
task you perform, from the 
copying of disks and files, 
to the viewing of pictures 
and anims. In fact, after 
using DiskKMAGIC, you'll 
wonder how you ever used 
your Amiga without it. 


hierarchies, optimised versions Or d er Fi ofl i ne 








into objects and scenes. charge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit > 
Whether you have your or debit card; we will normally despatch within 3 
spaceship dock with a ue days (£4 Sait ) or, - aed £6 wig The Old School, Greenfield 
: the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery (for 

fees orceaee lorpmor aman : goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a Bedford MK45 5DE UK 

f te 8 cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181 
with Cinema4D it's so simple. prices include VAT. Export orders: please call or Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 
Just a few mouse clicks and you fax to confirm pricing and postage costs. ax: +44 (0) 

y P & P § 


email: hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk 


Zip is a trademark 
of Iomega Inc 








Whose Motor 
Is That? 


ow do you know if the second- 

hand car you have just bought is 
not a stolen vehicle with the number 
plates changed? (It could be the Edi- 
tor’s, whose flash, sporty, Rover took 
an unscheduled walk to an unspeci- 
fied destination a month or two back 
and hasn’t returned!). 

CCN, a Nottingham-based infor- 
mation processing company owned 
by Great Universal Stores, has devel- 
oped a database of 50 million cars. 
The idea is that people buying sec- 
ond-hand cars can check if the chas- 
sis number ties up with the registra- 
tion plate as recorded at the DVLA 
(Driver and Vehicle Licencing Agency). 
The database will also list a car’s 
changes in registration which may 
give clues to criminal activities. 

There are thought to be at least 
200,000 “ringers” on the road - 
200,001 if you count the Ed’s - from 
the increase in the number of car 
thefts by criminal gangs. The CCN 
service will include the unique chassis 
numbers of all 24 million cars on the 
roads as well as another 25 million 
which are officially scrapped. One in 
fifty cars in England and Wales are 
likely to be stolen this year. The serv- 
ice costs between £20 and £50. (And 
no HE hasn't put it onto his expenses 


- yet.) 











Singapore’s 
Window of 
Opportunity 







Pentium 
Pro 
Arrives 


pe claims it has found a way of 
getting 486 instructions through sili- 
con faster than ever before, by using 
the Pentium Pro - what used to be the 
P6 chip. Five PCs are now available 
with the new chips. As with NexGen’s 
Nx586 and AMD’s K5, Pentium Pro 
converts incoming 486 instructions 
into fixed length RISC-like instruc- 
tions. The stream of 486 instructions 
read into the chip’s 8k instruction cache 
which is converted into micro opera- 
tions, by three parallel decoders and 
then fed into the superscaler proces- 
sor core. 

Intel is hoping that by bringing in 
the Pentium Pro they will outpace 
their rival chipmakers who are still 
struggling to match the original 
Pentium standard. However, for them 
to convince the world market to adopt 
the Pentium Pro they have to offer it a 
way of using existing software, much 
of which had been created for the 486. 
Hence the need for the Pentium Proto 
be able to handle 486 stuff. 

It must be ironic for Intel to create 
a lightning fast new chip and have to 
slow it down so as not to alienate the 
part of the market still dragging its 486 
size feet. 








hanks to the launch of Microsoft's Windows 95, Singapore reports that it saw 
unexpectedly high growth in 1995. The economy grew 9% in the third 
quarter of the year, and this was seen as being driven up by electronics demand 
for PCs, disk drives, and printers. All apparently stimulated by the introduction 


of Windows 95. 


We knew that Bill Gates’ mob had affected the computer world, but we didn't 
realise that they had the power to bring growth to the economies of countries. 
Perhaps John Major could call in Microsoft in his last desperate efforts to get re- 
elected. Or maybe Tony Blair could use a bit of Gatesian software support. 


Amber Light for 
Adobe 


dobe has announced a software product called Amber that will, they say, 

allow Adobe Acrobat PDF documents to be viewed from the World Wide 

Web. It will be implemented within the Windows Beta versions of Netscape 2.0, 
with full release in the next version of Acrobat. 

Acrobat, ask AUF's Aitor Ibarra, is one of the most brilliant pieces of software 

in recent years letting you, among other things, see and print out documents in 

their original format and typefaces. So this Amber software seems a pretty 


useful addition to the Internet. 
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Hot Swappable 
Modem Connector 


U.S. Robotics has launched a new V.34 PCMCIA Internet-ready modem which 
incorporates a pop-out phone connector known as XJACK. This eliminates the 
need for an external interface or DAA (data access arrangement) and means the 
connector is protected when the modem is not in use. 

The Sportster 28,800 PCMCIA XJACK is a V.34 fax/data modem which will, 
they say, work with any notebook computer equipped with PCMCIA type I, Ill, 
or Toshiba 16mm slots. Previous PCMCIA modems had an external DAA which 
protruded from the side of the notebook, making it susceptible to physical 
damage. Others have on board DAAs but require a custom telephone cord to 
provide the connection. The Sportster XJACK allows for a standard telephone 
cord which can be easily disconnected when not in use. The XJACK itself will 
then retract back into the modem making it flush with the side. 

The modem is powered by the notebook’s own battery, and automatically 
powers down when notin use. It is also hot swappable, which means that other 
PCMCIA application cards can be used without having to switch off the 
notebook first. The Sportster XJACK is priced at £199. 

Contact: U.S. Robotics Ltd., 650 Wharfdale Road, Winnersh, 
Wokingham, Berkshire RG41 5TP. Tel. 01734 228200 


IBM’s game 


IBM has launched into the games 
industry with a release of a new CD- 
ROM title for the firm’s OS/2 Warp 
operating system. Classic Games CD 
will be priced at £22 and will feature 
eight titles “offering the user classics 
of the past, present and future.” 

IBM, as with the way of dinosaurs, 
have been a bit on the slow side 
getting into the fast-moving games 
market. Yet they are clearly taking it 
seriously if they are already able to 
predict what will be the classics of the 
future. Watch out next for them giving 
you weather forecasts for the year 
ahead. 





Portable 
Data 






Phones 


Hewlett-Packard and Nokia Mobile 
Phones are co-developing ‘next gen- 
eration’ hand-held devices that will 
allow voice, data, and fax transmis- 
sions. They will mix HP’s palmtop 
device expertise with Nokia’s know 
how. The first products are due to be 
launched later this year. 

That’s the future, isn’t it? A phone 
that is also a computer that is also a 
fax that is also an answering machine 
that is also a... 


Buying Time 

ane Warner Interactive, which looked to be a leader in the computer and 

video games market, is up for sale according to a report in the Wall Street 

Journal. TWI’s parent entertainment giant is, it seems, frustrated with lack of 

profits from the games business. US financial analysts say the group could fetch 

between $50 and $100 million and indicates that Acclaim and Electronic Arts 
may be possible buyers. 

As with games magazines, (See item in this NewsFile) the games market all 
seemed rosy and so easy to make money from. Alas ithasn’t turned out that way. 
For a multinational giant like Time Warner, a few billions of profits, or worse of 
losses, don’t impress. When they talk, they talk billions which as yet, in general, 
is not what has happened in the games market. 


Quotes of the Month 


“In the age of the Internet... most education - | would make an exception 
of the performing arts - can now be enjoyed in the comfort of one’s home 
via the computer screen, and at a fraction of the cost at which it is sold by 
the Harvards of this world. One academic can prepare and deliver a course 
to an unlimited number of students worldwide. And there is growing 
evidence that most cognitive skills can be learned more effectively on 
screen than in the classroom.” - Michael Prowse, The Financial Times. 

Mr. Prowse may be right, there are many aspects of learning that can be better 
absorbed through interactivity of the electronic kind. But that’s what good teaching 
does anyway, involve the student interactively. And there is no substitute, 
Informational SuperHighway or not, for personal contact and the excitements that 
unexpected creativity can bring. It’s that electrical or chemical reaction between 
people that leads on to wonders - or that’s what the Wittons and the Maels of this 
world try to persuade attractive people met at parties to believe. 
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Premier Fits 
Amigas 








Mul-T-Media, providing greater flexibility. 


Premier, makers of the well-renowned Uni-Centre Workstation, are now selling 
the Premier “Mul-T-Media’” which, they say, has a much wider overall width and 
shelf spacings than the earlier version. 

The new model accommodates the A600 and A1200 with enough room for 
a PCMCIA fitted Squirrel or Overdrive add-on while, Premier told AUJ, still 
allowing the quick and easy storage of the computer underneath, plus the 
various other peripherals on the intermediate shelf above. 

The top shelf is wide enough for both monitor and a pair of speakers. Ah, but 
“what about a printer’ we hear you cry? Premier’s John Germany told AUI “In 
contrast to the boxed type solutions, the Mul-T-Media provides the end user with 
a far greater degree of flexibility, both in the choice and timing of the purchase 
of the various components, plus complete freedom to upgrade at will, including 
the computer. The Mul-T-Media is universal in its acceptance of most makes of 
home computer.” Price £40.42 
Contact: Premier Developments, 4 Third Avenue, Warboys, Huntingdon, 
Cambs. PE17 2SR_ Tel. 01487 823684. 


Onyx Filling 
Station 


he Onyx Filling Station is a desktop accessory which enables users to re- 

ink empty inkjet cartridges again and again instead of replacing them. This 
saves time, avoids pollution, and wastage. It features a gravity filling system 
which fills cartridges quickly with no mess, as they claim it is impossible to 
overfill. The Onyx Filling system has individual colour refill control which means 
you can add to regularly used colours without having to dispose of others. 

It has been designed to last for the life of a printer, and is said to be 
compatible with 98% of inkjet printers. Priced normally at £90.90 for a Starter Kit 
and one ink set, a special offer is available until the end of March 1996. When 
you buy a Starter Kit from Onyx you will be given an Onyx Filling Station worth 
£19.95 free. 

Contact: Onyx Associates Ltd. Freephone 0800 393132. 
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Ov of the saddest things for any 

Or”: who has been involved with 
the Amiga since way back when is 
loss. No, not the loss of Commodore 
or the loss of data in a crash. It is the 
loss that is a part of life in general, but 
in computing seems to be accelerated 
- like running a movie fast forward. 

People and companies come into 
the field and are successful. They 
become a part of the dimension which 
seems to have a genuine reality and 
strength. Then for a number of rea- 
sons and, in the case of the Amiga, 
largely due to the incompetence of the 
biggest chiefs of CBM, the area of 
activity loses its attraction for them. 
Moving on to fresh pastures that are 
more profitable. 

When, as with the Amiga, there 
has been not so much a steady drain 
away, but a large scale desertion by 
the developers of software and hard- 
ware, itis even sadder for us to lose a 
main support of the machine. 
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Blue Ribbon Cut Off 


Gates and offered, potentially, a Lot- 
tery winner’s bank account to enter 
the mass market of the PC, or the 
choice of remaining on hard com- 
mons with an Amiga whose fate is still 
in the balance. Although the plans for 
1997 sound marvellous, developers 
can’t wait that long to pay their grocery 
bills. 

There have been many recent 
comments in AU/from interested par- 
ties about the need to retain the loy- 
alty not just of users, but of those who 
provide products that those users want 
to run on their Amigas. And those 
aforementioned grocery bills need 
paying, as do mortgages and the bill 
for perhaps an occasional, celebra- 
tory bottle of champagne too. 

Since they’re not going to be paid 
during that period before the marvel- 
lous new whizzbang Amigas appear, 
and the doubtless huge free-spend- 
ing market for them that will follow, 
then without the subsidy of generous, 
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Weare talking now about the lead- 
ing music company whose products 
have been touched, some would say, 
with a tinkle or a drumbeat of genius. 
Bars ‘n Pipes, SuperJam!, Do they 
ring a tuneful bell for you? Yes, At- 
lanta-based Blue Ribbon, the blue 
ribbon winner of the Amiga music 
stakes is not running any more - at 
least for the Amiga. 

Microsoft, the unsleeping giant, 
has acquired The Blue Ribbon 
Soundworks Ltd., the “former music 
software developers for the Amiga. 
The makers of Bars ‘n Pipes; 
AudioActive, the interactive music 
engine; and SuperJam!, the music 
authoring tool", was a privately owned 
company operated by Todor Fay and 
his delightful partner Melissa. 

You can’t blame this pleasant and 
talented pair, can you? What would 
you do if approached by Billionaire 
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nay extravagant, dollops of cash, 
highly talented Amiga developers, like 
Blue Ribbon are just not going to stick 
around. 

The software development world 
is, whether we like it or not, domi- 
nated by the USA. Computing in the 
USA is dominated by the PC. The 
PC, worldwide, is dominated by 
Microsoft. Now Blue Ribbon belongs 
no longer to the Amiga, but to that 
very company. The cutting of Blue 
Ribbon’s links with the Amiga is not 
so much a little sign of the times, but 
a full scale visitation from a battalion 
of Gods chorusing with very loud 
voices in unison, with much serious- 
ness, an extremely urgent warning to 
Escom and Amiga Technologies. In 
Blue Ribbon’s case it may well come 
with Gabriel blowing his horn to a 
program created on Bars ‘n Pipes 
entitled “Toodleloo! and too late!" 


BE Sag Open Sunday 
Late Night Opening | lam to 4pm 


Wednesday & Thursday 
till 7.30pm 
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COMPUTER CENTRE 


HOW TOORDER LOWCOSTDELIVERY Telephone O11 13 2319444 


Order by telephone quotingyour —_@2.4 Week Days £3.50 24 HR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 0113 231-9191 


umber. If paying b 
cheque please make payable to: FIRST ~@Next Week Day £5.95 
COMPUTER CENTE 


correspondence please quote a Phone 


NEW! BBS Sales & Technicalline Tel: 0113 231-1422 


" ° E-Mail sales@firstcom.demon.co.uk 
RE Inan ®Saturday delivery £10.00 www.demon.co.uk/firstcom LEEDS 


FIRST 


Number, Post Code & Dept.Allow5 Delivery subject to stock availability AMIGA REPAIR W lcorurs KIRKSTALL RD eenitia 


working days cheque clearance @All prices include VAT @ 17.5% 


CENTR 


SHOWROOM ADDRESS:  ®@Large showroom with parking CENTRE Ss ngs 


DEPT. AUI, UNIT 3, ARMLEY PARK ®@Multi-million pound company ret Sen Senrnenn on your 


Amiga or any 


COURT, STANNINGLEY RD, ® Overseas orders welcome peripheral (monitors, 


. , we BRADFORD 647 
LEEDS, LS12 2AE. @Educational purchase orders welcome Smcerytart ot est ‘e onMLeys 


* £5.00is ch d 
Lombard Tricity low rate ssaeckaibeale yes ove ARMLEY 


Y = Ke) finance now available, call. oapenervnimaneia from M6zEost Join 


Prices are correct at the time of going to press. Please check our a courier pickup 


OPEN 7 DA A yi WEEK latest prices before ordering. All sales are subject to our standard dditional cost 
terms & conditions(copy available upon request). E&OE. 


me laehi sla RAM Expansion 


Includes, Wordworth V4SE, Datastore, Organiser, Turbocal. 
Personal Paint V6.4, Photogenics |.2SE, Pinball Mania & Wt 


Only!! £469.99 


A1200 | MB RAM Special price!! 
A12002MB RAM 
A12004MB RAM 
A1200 8 MB RAM 
or 68882 33Mhz Co Pro add 


PRIMAAS500 512kRAM noclock 
PRIMA A500+ | Mb RAM 
PRIMAA600 | Mb RAM noclock 


Mb 72 Pin SIMM 
2 Mb 72 Pin SIMM 


5 i i sg 4 Mb 72 Pin SIMM 
includes Scala MM-300 “ane 8 Mb 72 Pin SIMM 


Pack consists of 
Nick Faldo's Golf 
Pinball Fantasies 

Syndicate 
Chaos Engine 


i 14385 
A4000T 


16 Mb 72 pin SIMM 
IMb 30 pin SIMM 
® A1200 dust cover pin SIMM SCSI-2 connectors 


From 
atan M62 West Junction 27, A62 to Armley gyratory. From the Al take the turnoff for Aé4. 
of £11.00. This merges with the A58 (by-passing town centre) which meets Armley gyratory. 





*£45.00 


*When bought with any SCSI device, 
£54.99 if bought separate 
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*£79.95 


*When bought with any modem or 
SCSI device £99.95 if bought separate 


£99.99 


£ i - & 9 9 SCSI-Il interface card for big box Amiga's A4000/2000 etc. 
© 


@ 10 x DSDD disks + labels costes woo batsed Stereo headphones supplied 
@ Top quality joystick snip urmleun wernen 180ms Access Time 
@ Deluxe mouse mat Kodak multi-session CD Audio CD operation buttons 


Part exchange available on your old 
@ 3 xA1200 games memery, Call for pricing. 


fs 


74 min. media £64.99 for 10 


6 speed 


ui fIPER OLY a £279.99 
£ 2 0 8 G Q 9 900kb/s transfer rate “)SCSI-2 interface PRIMA These cases are suitable for housing any 
» Viper ll -28 145ms access time Cache memory 256kb internal SCSI device, eg CD Roms etc. 


£2359.99 Viper II-50 


®6Mb RAM expandable to 2 Gig max. @1.2Gb SCSI-II Hard Drive @AGA chip set 
@Workbench 3.1 @1.7Mb 3.5" Floppy Drive @4 Channel Stereo @Scala MM300 Pre-Installed Falcon 68040 RC 
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3.5" Hard Disk Drives 
with A1 200/600 install kit 


inc. software, cables and instructions 


420Mb.. 540Mb... 
850Mb.. 1.05 Gig 


3.5" Hard Drive upgrade kit 


ncludes set up software, cables and full 
instructions, no Hard Drive. 


External Hard Drives 
for all SCSI aware Amiga's 


500Mb |.0Gig 


Inc. High quality SCSI-II drive, Int. PSU, SCSI ID selector, 
Cool 


Up to 115,200bps (v42bis) @ Class | & 2 Fax 
Silent & Adaptive Answer ® Unique LCD Display 
V34 Standard Flash ROM 
NComm Software 5 Year Warranty 


£199.99 
New!! 


£174.99 


LED Display 
V34 Standard 
NComm Software Class | Fax 


V34, 28,800 BPS, BABT approved 
If you thought V32bis was fast try V34 (28,800 bps). 


2.5" Hard Drives for A600/ 
A.1200 with installation kit 
inc. software, screws, cables 
and instructions 


SS Seagate COMME: 
80Mb....... 130Mb.. 
170Mb.. 250Mb.. 
340Mb.. 510Mb.. 


Quantum 


lmical 
M1438S 


-28 dp, 15/38 KHz, all Amiga 
modes, AGA compatible. 
Stereo speakers, tilt and 
swivell stand. 


Video, Digital RGB, Analog Inputs. 


Delivery £1 per 
title or £3.50 
for 4+ 


New!! 


17 Bit Phase 4 


New!l! 
Aminet 8 
New!! 
Supra modems are not BABT approved, however they 
perform as well & often out perform BABT approved 


New!!. 
modems. Supra Modems have a 5 year limited warranty \ 


New!! 


Disk Drives 


NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! 
—, 


£295.99 fam) NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! 
£264.99 Pia.) AMITEK1.76Mb 


£199.99 , External Drive Only 


14" Colour CGA Stereo Monitor, Composite seed ‘| he Ultimate Amiga Drive 


A1200/600 internal drive 
500/500+ internal drive 





x2Speed £125.99 £69.99 £89.99 


x34Speed £158.99 Full range of SCSI cables always 
x4Speed £252.99 in stock, from £9.99 








Peripherals 





New! 
Mega Mouse 400 dpi (2 button) 

New!l! 

Quality Mousemat (4mm) 

AlfaData Crystal Trackball 

ZyFi-2 Speakers (8 watts/channel) 
ZyFi Pro Speakers (16 watts/channel) 
Roboshift (Auto mouse/].stick switch) 
Kickstart 2.04/2.05 (for use in A600) 
CIA 8520A I/O controller 

68882 Co Pro 25mhz PLCC 

68882 Co Pro 33mhzPLCC 

Zipstick Joystick 


Saitek Megagrip Il 
Amiga Modulator 
Amiga PSU 


Turbotech realtime clock cartridge 
£17.99 fits any Amiga 
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Grafix Sensations 





includes:- £189.99 


HiSOFT Zip Tools 
| X 100Mb cartridge 












17 Bit Collection (Double) New!IGro 
17 Bit Continuation Illusions in 3D 


Light ROM/Works 


17 Bit/LSD compendium | or2 Magic Illusions 


New!!Meeting Pearls 3 
MultiMedia ToolKit 2 (2xCD's) 
New!! 


Aminet collection(Aminet |-4) New!l! 


New!! 
New Pricel!! 


Animations (Double) Professional Gifs 
New!! Proffessional Utilities 
14,400 bps Data New!! New!!: 
be mt - Fax . S Cc r | n n © r Ss — one lor2 pas And Astronomy 
ass ommands ew!! tf 
Group 3 Fax CAM (Double The Beauty of Chaos 
£ i : } 99 £89.99 CDPD forte’ Ten on Ten pack(10xCD's) 
VF snc. " 256 g/scale on AGA Amigas, 64 g/scale non AGA CD-PD4 New! 
~ £174.99 DemoCD | New!! 
: 24 bi illi Demo CD2 WPD Hottest 5 
q it colour scanner, 16.7 million colours New!? Weird Science Fonts 
ew!! 
£99.99 Fractal Universe Weird Science Clipart 
800 dpi, 256 g/scale, works on all Amigas Fresh Fish 8 hia Science Animation 
New!! ewll! 
£ 3 9 < 99 GoldFish | New!! 
Dual Standard 256 g/scale,full OCR software,HD req to use OCR Goldfish 2 New!! 
£287.99 £439.99 FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth £10 with every 
. Colour flatbed scanner Parallel interface built in. 


Art Department scanning software, price £99.99 


Citizen Swift/ABC mono 
Citizen Swift/ABC colour 


EEA Teds PS ERS £335.99 Star LC90 mono ribbon 
£184.99 = aucitizen printers have a2yearwarranty 720 dpi, 4ppm Black, 2ppm Colour. Star LC10/100 mono 
Portable mono printer, 30 page ASF built in. £145.99 £270.99 Star LC10/100 colour 
£289.99 "sien tefecansyasABC)touss2Apinprinter. __720dpi, 2.5ppm Black, lppm Co! ; Star LC240c colour 
Portable colour printer, 30 page ASF. Comesas standard with 50 sheet Auto sheet feeder. amare Thee i te Star LC240c mono 
£207.99 Tractor feed optional at £234.99 Star LC240 mono 
High quality mono printer, virtual 720 $3 720 dpi, 2.5ppm Black, Colour Upgradeable. Star LC24-10/200/300 Colour 
£289.99 £499.99 Re-Ink Spray for mono ribbons 
High quality colour/fast mono sina 360 dpi. 720x720 dpi, Photo-Real quality output. - 
ew!! 410.99 £439.99 We stock a wide range of 
Enhanced colour printer, virtual 720 dpi. 4 ppm, 300 dpi, IMb memory, 150 sheet ASF consumables for all printers 


369.99 


GDI printer, 4 p/p/m, HP Laserjet Il emulation. 


The perfect accompaniment Lasers, Dot Matrix and 


packarnp “EW! £439.99 


for a high quality colour printer 3 
Rave Kip} HEWLETT® cor Inkjets old and new 
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9 pin mono £107.99 
ASF built in, push tractor optional. 
9 pin Colour £129.99 
180 cps draft, 45 cps NLQ, Amiga drivers. 
24 pin mono £123.99 
192 cps draft,with ASF built in. 


24 pin Colour £145.99 


ASF built in, 4 LQ fonts. 4 pip/m 600 dpi 3 Metre printer cable 


Colour £229.99 


Colour upgradeable portable printer 
Colour upgradeable mono ink jet/ Col. Kit £41.99. 


New colour inkjet from HP. 


600x600 dpi up to 6 p/p/m mono, 3p/p/m colour 


£224.99 
£232.99 


Save a fortune in running costs with your ink/ 
bubble jet. Compatible with the HP Deskjet 
series, Canon BJ! 0/20/80/130/200/300/330, Star 
$)48, Citizen Projet and many others. 


6319.99 Printer Switch Box 2 way Single refills (aml) 
£416.99 Printer Switch Box 3 way Twin refills ‘ (44m!) 
s Printer Stands (Universal) he aa Sega hi 
bi i m 
49.99 |-8 Metre printer cable Bulk refills (125ml) 


£715.99 5 Metre printer cable 


Colour thermal transfer printer, low running 6 p/p/m 600 dpi 10 Metre printer cable 


osts, 3 p/p/m mono, |.4 p/p/m colour. 





Parallel port extension cable 
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Canon BJ10/Star S}48 

Canon BJ200/230 

Canon BJ30 (3 pack) 

Canon BJC 70 mono (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 70 colour (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 4000 colour (single) 
Canon BJC 4000 mono (single) 
Canon BJC 4000 mono high cap. 
Canon BJC 600e mono high cap. 


Canon BJC 600e colour 10x £3.49 100 x £29.99 
HP.Deskjet colour 

HP. Deskjet double mono ve he uses acti ae 
HP. Deskjet 660 double mono a : x . 


HP.Deskjet 660 colour 


+ ite 28 Max pat ih 10x £4.99 100 x £35.99 
pson Stylus colour 


Epson Stylus Col. II/S/820 Mono 30 x £12.99 200 x £63.99 
Epson Stylus Col. II/S/820 Colour 50x£25.99 500x£142.99 
Epson Stylus 820 colour upgrade 
Star SJ144 mono/colour (single) 


10 x £3.99 100 x £33.99 
30x £11.99 200 x £59.99 
All printer dust covers 50x £17.99 500 x £134.99 


10x £5.99 100 x £47.99 
Fanfold (tractor feed)1000 sheets 

Fanfold (tractor feed) 2000 sheets 30 x £15.99 200 x £84.99 
Singlesheet 500sheets 50x £25.99 500 x £190.99 


Singlesheet 1000sheets £6.99 
Singlesheet 2000sheets 
Epson Stylus 720 dpi paper pack £9.9 


Fanfold tearm feed) 500 sheets 
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A new graphics package made Gary Fenton sit up and 


take notice rather quickly. but did he stay happy or 
sadiy slump back down again? 


With XiPaint many images can be loaded at once. 


he Amiga has always been 
rich in paint packages. It 
was after all Deluxe Paint 
that played a, perhaps the, 
leading role in the early successes 
of the A1000. The ease of use of 
that machine and its magical abili- 
ties for graphical work have always 
given it a special place in the affec- 
tions of those who gained their liv- 
ing from the exciting and creative 
world of computer graphics. As can 
‘be seen in the special feature in 
this AUI, computer graphics is still 
developing and, indeed, becoming 
an ever more noticeable element in 
everyday life. 
So it always with a great deal of 
anticipation that | approach a fresh 
Amiga graphics package, especial- 
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ly in these parched days of Amiga 
new product thirst. | was well dis- 
posed toward XiPaint as a wel- 
come new entry to the Amiga 
graphics field but, as you will see, 
my hopes were not too well ans- 
wered.XiPaint is a 24-bit paint 
package on CD-ROM which runs 
on most Amigas and takes advan- 
tage of various graphics cards. 
Virtually all cards are supported 
(CyberVision, Piccolo, Picasso, 
etc.) and so are all Amiga screen 
modes, which means any plain 
Jane Amiga can run it (with, how- 
ever, at least WB 2.0 and 2Mb 
RAM). 

The features list is good, which 
is always pleasing because at least 
you know there’s probably some- 


thing exciting in store. XiPaint 
works in a similar way to Photo- 
genics and Photoshop, using win- 
dows and tool boxes. Many pic- 
tures can be loaded at a time 
(memory permitting) and each one 
is housed in a window. 


Bendy Brushes 





Unlike other paint programs which 
limit the number of brushes avail- 
able, XiPaint has no such restric- 
tions, again memory permitting. 
Brushes are shown as _ colour 
thumbnails in the brush manager 
window. From a pull-down menu 
you'll find a fair selection of brush 
manipulation tools, such as mirror, 





resize, rotate, bend, slant, and per- 
spective. Instead of being able to 
resize brushes more or less in real 
time on-screen, XiPaint opens a 
window where you have to either 
type in the new size in pixels or, to 
bend and slant, you’re presented 
with a very simple drawing of the 
brush’s shape which changes 
when sliders are moved to a new 
setting. This is very primitive and 
most unhelpful. 

The basic drawing tools offered 
by XiPaint are freehand, line, arc, 
rectangle, circle, polygon, and sol- 
id versions where the shape is 
filled in. The pens’ tool box lets you 
define and store many variants of 
pen which can then be edited. 
There’s no natural media tools (like 





chalk and pencil), but you can 
define round or square brushes 
with transparency, edited using 
sliders and a real time graph for 
reference. This is supposed to be 
able to simulate an airbrush, but 
instead gives a brush which is sol- 
id in the centre and dark around the 
edges. 

It does get transparent towards 
the outside, but if you hold the 
mouse button down for a few sec- 
onds while painting it produces a 
nasty black edge. In fact they look 
like “BOBS?” from one of those clas- 
sic Amiga demos! 


Building Layers 





One feature | do like is shadow. 
This automatically generates a 
simple drop shadow as you draw 
using the offset defined in the 
shadow settings. Another goody is 
the generation of text using Amiga 
CompuGraphic fonts with anti- 
aliasing which can even be stre- 
tched in both directions. Then 
there’s the filters window which 
lists built-in effects (colour and 
brightness adjustments, blur, inv- 
erse, gradient, smear, etc.). 
Clicking on an effect shows a 
colour thumbnail preview in the 
window - a nice touch which all the 
big PC and Mac programs have 


done for years, but has been 


absent ON AMIGA PLO- pee 
grams. It vo 
The layers feature — 
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Concliusion 





While there are many features 
which have great potential, the 
learning curve and awkwardness of 
XiPaint is too much to put up with. 
If | can’t figure out a program in the 
first ten minutes | usually fall back 
to the manual. This manual only 
exists as an AmigaGuide and 
ASCII text file which you are 
expected to print out. | don’t have 
the time nor paper to do this so | 
was left to read it on-screen which 
was far from ideal. 

After reading the manual | con- 
cluded it was the lack of feedback 
from Beta testers and planning 


Above: Either RBG, HSV, or CMY colour modes can be used in the palette menus. 


Below: The pens and airbrush menus together with the filters menu. And that’s my car! 
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allows different pictures to be put 
together using transparency mas- 
ks. Many layers of images can be 
combined, but it’s not the same as 
Photog-enics’s compose window or 
Photo-shop’s unmatched, real time 
layers feature. Yet XiPaint can still 
produce good results if you are pre- 
pared to experiment or use trial and 
error methods. 


File Formats 





Saving files is no way as easy as it 
should be. To save in a particular 
file format you have to select the 
format from the prefer- 
yy ences” window _ first. 
_ Supported load formats 
are IFF (including deep, 
_ YUV, and 24-bit), Targa, 
1 PPM, and JPEG. Save 
formats are IFF 24-bit, 
_ IFF-deep, Targa, JPEG, 
_ PPM, BMP, and curiously 
_ Sunraster and SGI. 
_ XiPaint has an ARexx 
port and supports the 


ces a ‘ecording and playback 


_ of macros which adds a 
great deal of flexibility to 
any program, and boy, 
does XiPaint need that! 





which was the real problem. Sure, 
the features are agreeable, but the 
feel of the program is a complete 
turn off. | strongly recommend Pho- 
togenics or Brilliance 2 instead. 
With further development XiPaint 
might be worth a second look but at 
the present it clearly needs further 
development work to make it a real 
tough competitor for Amiga graph- 
ics users’ cash. AUI 


xi PAINT 3.2 


FEATURES 80% 
PERFORMANCE 56% 
DOCUMENTATION 62% 
VALUE FOR MONEY 60% 
Overall Rating 65% 


Price: £49.99 
Contact: 
PD Soft 
1 Bryant Avenue 
Southend-on-sea 
Essex 
SS1 2YD 
Tel. 01702 466933 
Fax. 01702 617123 





The load menu shows thumbnail previews. Next to it 
is the masking menu which masks by colour. 
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As you are likely to be reading this 
review in February (the March 
issue), | can happily talk about the 
release of the December Aminet 
CD - which has a dark bearded 
Santa in Earth orbit on the front 
cover. It still being so near to 
Christmas!!! 

Anyway, this is THE games 
disc. Over 300Mb. The entire Am- 
inet collection in fact. Over 900 
files. Enough solitaire card games 
to bore you senseless. 

Next biggest wodge are the 
music modules. More than 640 
files ranging from piano to jungle, 
from funk to voice. Should be 
enough to cater for even for the 
most recondite tastes. 

While, for the masochists amo- 
ng you, Aminet 9 holds 129Mb of 
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text files, the majority being classic 
books from Project Gutenburg. 
Chaucer, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Mark Twain, they’re all here, along 
with a number of US government 
texts. 

Not up to the usual standard if 
you don’t play games, dislike Top 
of the Pops, and prefer printed 
books, but then who doesn’t? 


Rating 90% 


Price: £19.95 
Publisher: Schatzruhe/PD Soft 
Formats: Amiga 





While brushing off the cobwebs 


that formed during his Winter 
hibernation, 
digs 
CD-ROMs from his postbox. 


It is quite some time since Euro- 
scene, Almathera’s compilation of 
the best of the Euro demo coders, 
was issued. Now they have just 
released a compendium of the lat- 
est from the Amiga’s European 
‘grass roots’. 


The majority of the files on 
here, which cover visual and 
music demos, modules, diskmags, 
and graphics, are in Lha or DMS 
archives. Only the creme de la 
creme, according to the compilers, 
are in a ready-to-run format. And 
they are not wrong. 

There is some spectacular stuff 
here and, of course, some not so 
good. But then again, one man’s 
beef is another man’s cow dis- 
ease. And what we might consider 
excellent could well be derided by 
someone else. 

There is an AmigaGuide docu- 
ment for the disc, but the index 
and unarchiving tools are not 
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David Ward 





of 





accessed from it. However, there 
is a transcript of the interview 
Almathera did for Wired magazine 
about the demo scene in Europe. 
In it there is a mention of a certain 

Deck the Ripper getting busted. 
Is this the same Deck the Ripper 





who had a letter published in our 
February issue? Are we at AU/ 
harbouring criminal epistles? Pe- 
rish the awful thought! Or hooray, 
whichever is your view, as | said, 
tastes vary. 


RATINGS 


INFO 


Price: £TBA 
Publisher: Almerthera 
Format: Amiga 
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FROM THE UK’s Not AMIGA SPECIALIST 








THE MAGIC PACK INCLUDES 


The Amiga is now 
available from our 































HARDWARE || rn 
stores or Mail Order |” Ba De 
on 0181-309 1111. ® Amiga A1200 Computer with 2mMb RAM e pale LES f 
The Amiga A1200 ® Quality 2 Button Mouse Controller ; = 





connects to a 
standard home TV or 
computer monitor 
and is supported by 
hundreds of 


® 16.7 Million Colour AGA Chipset 
® 4 Channel Stereo Sound 
®@ 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive and Hard Drive Option 


























SOFTWARE 
gad ee ® Wordworth V4 SE ® Personal Paint V6.4 — 
upgrade, connection ® Datastore V1.1 ® Photogenics V1.2 SE ee —_—_—_—_—_—_—=_—_— : 
to the internet ® Organiser V1.1 ® Pinball Mania 2 = SS Ae tase == —=—=-~_= 
® TurboCalc V3.5 ® Whizz Fas me ee SSS 


CHAOS SOFTWARE PACK 


WITH EACH AMIGA PURCHASED, AT OUR 
ADVERTISED PRICES, FROM SILICA 


A1200 
NO HARD DRIVE 


£339-" . vaT = 


A1200 WITH 
170m» HARD DRIVE 


£424-% . vat = 
















SCALA MM300 is 
$qsevdcqcseispapoendad hard drive mode! 
RAM to run so you will 
2Mbd memory upgrade when you are 
ready to use it. No disks or manuals 









Sn FALDO'S CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF £34.99 
CHAOS PACK (combined original RRPs): £125.96 


AMIGA 
A4000T 


A PROFESSIONAL 
POWER SYSTEM 








Inc VAT AMC 3039 Inc VAT AMC 3199 













WITH HUN 
OF AMIGA PRODUC 







AMIITEK | 200 20x pom 


Inc 
VAT 


VID 2100 

















CONTROLLERS | CD-ROM DRIVE 








































MEGA 2-BUTTON MOUSE QUAD SPEED > 
‘ Inc : aa 
; Sa See VAT 4 
RI ge 1.76» FLOPPY DRIVE | —~— (We, wt ZC 
oe at He MONITOR a ia ae HAR 3542 .= 
HARDWARE 
© A4000T Computer - 6m» RAM 14" AMIGATRAC TRACKBALL PRINTERS > 
® Motorola 68040 Processor STEREO CITIZEN COLOUR .™=: 
® Resolution up to 1280x512 on COLOUR oe inc E> > ABC 24-PIN ™ 
® 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive "DRI 1165 : MONITOR Fe oars se me = 
®@ Mouse and Power Supply : 8 ~ LE rh 
® 3.5" 1.2cp SCSI Hard Drive | HAWK 2m» RAM BOARD tre | : Pru ae a 
SOFTWARE S on MONS148 | ZIP STICK SUPER CANON BJC-4 
© SCALA MM300 PRO JOYSTICK _——m COL 





® FREE Chaos Pack.- see above 















A4000T WITH 
1.2Gb HARD DRIVE 


£1871-*9 . vaT- 














» Inc 
Gas | VAT 


RAM 1220 









Inc VAT AMB 5040 
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NATIONWIDE 


BRISTOL Debenhams - (3rd Floor), St James Barton 0117-929 1021 
“CHELMSFORD Debenhams - (2nd foo), 27 High St 01245 355511 
CROYDON Debenhams - (2nd Floor), 11-31 North End 0181-688 4455 


GLASGOW Debenhams - (sth Floor), 97 Argyle St 0141-221 0088 
GLOUCESTER  Debenhams-(iweGma Food, Kinas Square 0145-252 2121 (ME, cvcec-ev-e---seecceccscescescescescesesesscssescnsvseceaceseescseserassesceresecsussueaseaseaes 


GUILDFORD —_ Debenhams - (ad oon), Millbrook 01483 301300 
























FREE DELIVERY in UK mainland 
on orders over £47 inc vat. Small 
admin charge (£2.94 inc vat) on 
orders under £47 inc vat 


CALL 0181-309 1111 OR RETURN THE COUPON 
To: Silica, AMUSR-0396-250, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


(J Please send me an Amiga brochure - free of charge 
(_} Please send detailed information on the following products: 


























THE SILICA SERVICE 


A 
Before you decide WHEN to buy, we suggest you consider WHERE to buy and [{# ie 
S, 












protect your investment with a purchase from Silica. With our unrivalled 

















































om experience and expertise, we will provide all the extra help, advice and new HARROW fimaiieeniccairaat’ Staten fd 0181-427 4300 RE occoorrrrrreeeecreeeeereteeeeeesseecesseeecssseecessnneessnnnecesbaeeesansseesssneseen 
UTER | product information you may need both now and in the future. Buy direct, visit one HULL Debenhams - (2nd Floor), Prospect St 01482 325151 

SHOPPER | of our stores, or return the coupon now and begin to experience the “Silica Service”. p oa r/Mrs/Miss/MS:_ ............... itials: 

1994 Awards Pp g p IPSWICH Debenhams - (2nd Floor), Westgate St 01473 221313 M rs/Miss/Ms 1) SRS oper ye 1S 












WINNER 
Best Software 
Delivery Service 


17 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Silica has been established for over 17 years, longer 
than most other computer suppliers, and has a 


WE PRICE MATCH 


If before you make your purchase from a Silica 
store, you see the same goods offered at a lower 





LONDON Silica - 52 Tottenham Court Rd 0171-580 4000 Surname: 
Rea eas tect 634 Odord S) 07100 Some s Scena dbetouheusinainakenphagMbacctesdecdibe aches iv diice lee 


*LONDON “Harrods (ax Foo), Knightsbridge 0171-730 1234 MiB Company «ir applicable): 








































proven track record in professional computer sales. price by a local a hea we will match them on LUTON Shabionhamns -(ist hoc, Amdale Centre TSB DIO MANY arched: eeneenesetnneseessenttnetneeneententnnnnennan 
a Same Product - Same Price basis. For customers _ . 
who order by telephone, we will match other mail MANCHESTER Debenhams - (3rd Floor), Market St 0161-832 8666 PTO is taa int csiesaceccossvancecen eco en ee ae 









OPEN UNTIL 7pm 


Mail order lines are open Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm and Sat 9am 
to 5.30pm. Call your local store for shop opening times. 


HOW TO PAY 


We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 
monthly terms (APR 19.9% - written quotes on request). 


CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 


10% deposit & 12, 24 or 36 monthly payments (APR 19.9%) or 0% interest 
available on selected products over £1000 - Subject to status - Call for details 


MAIL ORDER & HEAD OFFICE: Silica House, 





order companies prices (including their delivery 
charge). All price matches are subject to our 
competitor having the goods in stock. 


WE OFFER DISCOUNTS 


To Business, Education and Government purchasers 
who place volume orders. Call 0181-308 0888. 


TECHNICAL HELPLINE 
0891 517588 S22* 


Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


PLYMOUTH —_ Debenhams- (aca Floor), Royal Parade «01752 266666 
ROMFORD Debenhams - (3rd Floor). Market Place 01708 766066 SEER EE EE TEESE H ETT TERED ETE S EEE EEE EEE EE SESESESESEES EES EEEESEEESS Hee ne eee ee eEeESEESEbeeeseeeeseseseS 
SHEFFIELD —_ Debenhams - (3rd Floor), The Moor 0114-276 8611 
* SHEFFIELD Debenhams Gouna) Meadowhall Ore 0114-256 Q779 (QL “oc orrrrrerrerreereereeresresresceseescecteneteetnennannsenneneenent 
SIDCUP Silica - Silica House, Hatherley Rd 0181-302 8811 
SOUTHAMPTON Debenhams - (1st Floor), Queensway 01703 223888 
SOUTHEND eddies (2nd Floor), High Street (01702 462426 Tel (Home): 
“THURROCK = Debenhams-(1stFoor), Lakeside Centre 01708 863587 


= A. 
SHIA ves ef ams 


“These stores carry a selected range only but products can be ordered in the stores via Mail Order HM, ---------+-+eeceeeccceseccssecccsscssceceeccceeesceeseceeeestecesceeceseecesesenenss 

























































































COMPUTER 
SHOPPER 
1994 Awards 
NOMINATION 
Best After 
Sales Service 















Tel (Work): 























endale Genlocks 


DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER _, a 
ALL OUR GENLOCKS FEATURE: df: RIC LO 


¢ Fade Amiga graphics. Composite standard video Genlock: 
Cross Fade between Amiga @ Vi deo. Rendale 8802 FMC.....................£149-00 
Amiga Preview monitor facility. Super-VHS EPS ee ee 


Amiga only, video only, overlay and Rendale 9402. .........c cece eee ee eee ees £29900 


keyhole modes ‘ 


Full betciausteinteys manuals ; 


Designed and manutactured in the UR 


WES werses! Ltd. 
62 Tenter Road 


Moulton Park 
Northampton 


Titling Packages: 

Scala HT 100 £49-00 
Chroma DTV Toolleit (Vol. 1) .........£29°99 
DEDUCT £5 from Total Price when 


ordering a titling package with Genlock. 
CHROMA KEY DEVICE 
| evel ners Rockey (Fully tested) vaviesass L49-OO 


ENGLAND Tel. O1IGO4+ 790466 ire TNCLUDE VAT 
Fax: OIGO4 6474038 


NN3 6AX 














VISA MasterCard 


Price Include VAT 
No Surcharge For Credit Cards 


Postage & Packing 
SIMMs & Hard Drives £5 
Printers & Systems £10 


Prices are subject to change 
without prior notice. 
Prices correct at the time of going 
to press. 
Please phone to check availability 
before sending your order. 


Mode 15 Computers 


(01258) 837398 


Domus Alba, Cheselbourne, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7NJ 


HOURS 6pm — 10pm Weekdays 
9.30am — 5pm Weekends 
Answer Phone at all other times 


NOD OLLTIVERY 
















Imb 2mb 4mb 8mb 16mb 
72 Pin 32 Bit 70ns (60ns Available) - 65 * 7100 * i * 200" 380 


Fully Guaranteed Second User Simms Available At Reduced Cost eg. 4mb 32bit 72pin 7Ons — £95 








IDE Hard Drives (scsi & SCSI I also available POA) 
Various Quality Makes This Months Specials 
3.5" Low Profile 2.5" (A1200 or CD32 SX1) 1GB SCSI Il £249.00 
1GB 3.5" IDE £249.00 
850mb 3.5" IDE £209.00 
250mb 2.5" IDE £159.00 

Syquest 270mb 

Removable Media Drive 

SCSI or IDE inc 1 cartridge 
£395.00 
£60.00 











* * * New Lower Prices * * * | 270mb CARTRIDGE 


2.5" drives come with fitting kit for A1200 and CD32 SX — 1 module. 
3.5" drives can be fitted into A1200. Fitting kit costs £15 when bought with drive. 


Grade ‘A’ Floppy Disk (2 for 1 Warranty) 


aon ee ee ee ee ee ee 
oo eo | Seo | izso | 2400 | 116.00 | 22600 | 







NOTE: 
























Viper 030 28mhz Mk2 inc MMU 
Viper 030 50mhz Mk2 inc MMU 
33mhz FPU 68882 


A1200 8mb Ram Board (Omb) 
with SIMM as above 
CyberStorm 060 50mhz 
CyberVision 64bit Graphics 


Panasonic 4 speed SCSI-II 
NEC 6XI 6 speed SCSI-II 
Nakamichi 7 disk auto-changer 
Fax Modem 14.4k inc. Cables 
Fax Modem 28.8k inc. Cables 


Highly Reviewed Jan 96 Amiga User International 


90% 


























SCANNER fee Co HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA 
a = scone | Nobody Undersells US!!! 






. | Scanner | 
ey | 1) Eihe AMIGA A600/A500/A500+ 






EXTERNAL 
SCSI HDISK with 






























































. 45W PSU 
oe Reha coor {3980 ronaus Aaa curves 
FOR AMIGA 1200 TO 4000 500+ 1MB Ra £20.00 340MB £199.00 
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 540MB £229.00 
(AVAILABLE NOW FOR A1200 USERS). A1200 RAM CARDS 850MB £269.00 
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD PCMCIA compatible ea ee 
True SCSI II controller for your Amiga (With Clock & FPU socket) SQUIRREL £54.00 
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using OMB £49.00 SPECIAL OFFER 
Zipp Ram allows you to connect H-Disk, °2MB £109.00 2.5” DRIVES 
Syquest CD Roms etc. : 4MB £159.00 FOR AMIGA A600/1200 COMPLETE WITH 
| ne ‘: MULTIFACE It 8MB £239.00 SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS 
AD ARALLEL B : 
PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO a 120MB £79.00 
4000 ¢79 (( a ie  340MB £165.00 
ee _ =a oe Se phys aga 
REN . ) 1GIG .0. 







3.5” HARD DRIVES 
IDE SCS 












. 270MB - £99 
32MB ENA ENA £699 340MB E19. Ett9 
EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD s40ME £139 ttee 
ANTECLICK *ANTI-VIRUS*THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS Se INGA Reno i geag ater 1_GIG £199 one 
MONITORS A WITH FREE!!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE 
A 040 100MB ZIP DRIVE£199.00 
Microvitek 1438 £259.00 £2150 DOUBLE SPEED £159.00 ALFA-POWER 
Microvitek 1440 ¢399.00 QUAD SPEED £239.00 HARD DISK 
SIX SPEED £POA FOR AMIGA ASt0/500+ 


Samsung 15” £319.00 A 
Samsung 17” £599.00 adouur 060 PORTABLECD £POA 







” 120MB £179.00 
Samsung 20” €POA FPU Pie bine. 
ACCELERATORS Increases the performance of your machine when 810MB £269.00 






adding these FPU’s. suitable for all Accelerator & 


1 GIG £299.00 
Ram cards for Ai200 and Amiga 4000 Computers SYQU EST DRIVES 






Viper 68030/28Mhz OMB £119.00 




















Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB £189.00 28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00 Int. Ext. 

Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB £199.00 33Mhz ped £39.00 88MB_ £219 £269 

APPOLLO 68020/28Mhz OMB 40Mhz oe £59.00 oN ee ee 

NEW!!! APPOLLO SBOSO/SOMANE OMB ia 50Mhz (PGA) £89.00 200MB £339 £389 

WITH FREE FPU £199.00 WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!! “501M THE Sie syaueet 
AMIGA A600 ACCELERATOR WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY CONTROLLER ON ALL 
68020 28MHZ UPGRADEABLE TO GENUINE QUOTED PRICE. AMIGA COMPUTERS 








8MB RAM ONLY £209.00 IN STOCK “ror amar - sat 



























SYQUEST § 
AVAILABLE § AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £359.00 
NOWII! AMIGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK) £469.00 
AMIGA A1200 260MB HARD DIS £489.00 


£208.00 AMIGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK) £539.00 


AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) = £559.00 
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 850MB HARD DISK) £699.00 


ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £P.0.A 


CCES: ORIES 







DELIVERY CHARGES 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, SMALL CONSUMABLES AND 
SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF £59 PLEASE 
ADD £3.50 P&P.OTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT 
wo grec ge og £10 PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND 


E&OE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT ——«*w 
PRIOR NOTICE. ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED. 


_ 126 Fore STREET,UPPER EDMONTON,LONDON,N18 2XA 
TEL: 0181-345-6000 Fax: 0181-345-6868 E- Mat IL: gastein@dircon.co.uk 











AUI User Port 


hard disk, the 


hard disk can be used in 
the same way as a floppy 
disk, and accessed via 
the Workbench or Shell, 
but this can be a rather long 
winded procedure, even with a well 
organised directory structure. It 
also means you have to remember 
all the Shell commands and their 
syntax, some of which are pretty 
arcane. Software is available whch 
makes this job much easier, and 
you don’t have to spend a fortune 
getting it. 

The first is a good file manager 
program such as Directory Opus, 
or the PD equivalent, DirWork. 
These make copying, moving, and 
deleting files much easier, and 
both can play sound modules and 
samples, display pictures, handle 
the extraction and creation of 
archives, and more. They also 
allow you to configure them to 
reflect the number of drives you 
have, (both real drives and logi- 
cally assigned drives), your pre- 
ferred text and picture viewer, 
module player, and so on. 

A menu program is another 
important tool. This will allow you 
to access programs with the click 
of a mouse button, rather than 
opening a disk and directories. 
Good examples are ToolsDaemon, 
ToolManager, and Launchpad. The 
first adds extra menus at the top of 
the Workbench menu. ToolMa- 
ager allows this as well, but is lim- 
ited to adding only extra menu 
choices in the Tools menu. How- 
ever, both Tools Manager and 
Launchpad allow you have icon 
bars - called Docks - on the 
Workbench screen. Check out 
back issues of AU for reviews. 

Another handy utility you sho- 
uldn’t be without is Magic-Menus. 
After installing Magic-Menus you 
no longer have to move the mouse 
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importance of 





Top of the commercial offerings - Directory Opus. 


pointer to the top of the screen to 
activate a menu. Press the right 
mouse button and menus appear 
under the mouse pointer regard- 
less of where the pointer is on 
screen. 


Virus 
Checker 


A good virus checker 
is important, and here 
there is only one choice, 
VirusChecker by John 
Veldthuis. Regularly upd- 
ated, this program (ver- 
sion 8.03 is on this 
month’s SuperDisks) de- 
als with new viruses, and 
it is widely available from 
bulletin boards and PD 
libraries. Make sure you 
update it regularly, and 
pay the registration fee - 
it's only about £10! 

The most important 
piece of software to own © 





- other than a backup program - is 
a ‘disk tools’ program. This will 
allow you to fix simple errors on 
your disk, undelete files that you 
have accidentally erased, and opti- 
mise the software on your disk. 
Commercial offerings include 
QuarterBack Tools and AmiBack 


£15. The Public Domain 
is ruled by Dave Hay- 
nie’s DiskSalv, which is 
under constant refine- 
ment, and can cope with 
all sorts of file systems 
Filing 


those from Forth Level 
Developments. 
However, it does not 
offer optimization, so you 
will need a program such 
as ReOrg for that. 
DiskSalv is probably 





backing it up, and he suggests some 


the best bet as both AmiBack and 
Quarterback are difficult to come 
by. Although it cannot optimize a 
drive, its repair facilities are second 
to none. Once again, this is a 
shareware program, so please 
support the author by paying for it. 


Hard Disk 
Maintenance 


Physically, hard disks do not need 
to, and cannot, be maintained. 
They are susceptible to shock 
though, so don’t drop one! It does- 
n’t really matter if the drive is fitted 
horizontally or vertically, but do 
NOT fit it at an angle. 

However, your data can need 
maintaining. You may notice that 
the drive seems to slow down 
slightly after a while; icons take 
longer to display and programs 
take longer to load. What is hap- 
pening is that the drive is becoming 
fragmented. 

Files are stored in 512 byte sec- 
tors on the disk. If a file is larger 
than 512 bytes, it will occupy more 
than one sector. When you first 
install software onto your hard 
disk, it is written in a contiguous 
sequential order, i.e. the sectors it 
uses come one after the other. 
AmigaDOS tries to keep the sec- 
tors used to hold a file together, but 
it also tries to use the space ona 
drive efficiently. 

AmigaDOS maintains a list of 
which sectors on a disk are used. 
When you delete a file, those sec- 
tors are freed. When you next write 
a file, those sectors will be the first 
to be used. The file may fit in that 
space, or it may not, and thus be 
split up over the disk. As time goes 
by, and you delete and write to the 
disk, the files become fragmented 
and so take longer to load, as the 


drive heads have to move all over 
the disk to find the required sectors 
that a file is stored on. This can 
lead to an appreciable slow down 
of the disk performance. 

A disk optimizer will read all the 
files from the disk, and rewrite them 
so that the files are written contigu- 
ously. While normally reliable in 
use, problems can occur. A power 
cut will result in the drive being 
scrambled and the files on it lost. 
Neither is it unknown for a disk 
optimizer to find an error on the 
disk, causing all sorts of problems, 
which can result in the data on the 
disk being lost. Its best to run a sur- 
face test on the drive first, and then 
make a backup, before running an 
optimizer. 

Finally, don’t switch off your 
Amiga while the drive light is on. 
This shouldn't damage the drive, 
provided it is auto-parking, but will 
result in AmigaDOS errors on the 
disks. If your drive is not auto-park- 
ing, only use the Park utility pro- 
vided. Do not use programs 

provided for other drives as they 
can cause the drive heads to land 
on the wrong area of the disk, dam- 
aging it. 


Freeing Drive 
Space 


A hard drive offers seemingly un- 
limited storage space but, beli-eve 
it or not, it can fill up quite rapidly. 
You should not experience this 
very soon, but what happens if one 
day you find that you are down to 
the last few kilobytes free space? 

Let’s consider the work drive, 
before dealing with the Workbench 
drive. 

The first thing to do is remove 
any programs that you never use, 
usually games and disk magazines 
installed in that first mad rush of 
euphoria of owning a hard disk. 
Next look at the programs that are 
infrequently used. Could you get by 
with using them from a floppy disk, 
and removing them from the hard 
disk? 

Old data is the next obvious 
choice for removal. Notice | say 
removal, and not just deletion. Co- 
py any old data files to floppy disk, 
either complete or by using an 
archiver such as Lha. Try to group 
them together, as if you ever need 
to refer back to one, you will avoid 
spending hours searching the con- 
tents of disks trying to find that one 
file. 

A sensible method is to collate 
similar files, such as using sepa- 
rate disks for word processor and 
database files. If you happen to 
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PowerPacker has spawned a number of small utilities that handle compressed datafiles - PPMore, 


PPShow, PPType, and so on. 


write letters to banks, commercial 
companies, and friends, use a sep- 
arate archive for each. 

Why use an archiver and not a 
regular backup program? Because 
it is easier to extract a single file 
from a disk than it is to scan an 
entire set of backup disks and then 
recover a single file. 


print it out.and then delete it from 
the drive. AmigaGuide files are a 
different matter. These can be prin- 
ted, but often will lose any intelligi- 
ble structure on paper, and fre- 
quently be difficult to read. If you no 
longer use them, delete them. 

Be ruthless when discarding. 
The idea is to free up drive space, 





Used with care, a disk organizer will noticeably improve the speed at which your system runs. 





Unused imagine that you were 
icons paying for each kilobyte 
: : of storage! 

Next, using your file Next, after making a 
manager, “elots any one : day you backup(!), run a disk opti- 
unused icons from the find that you mizer over the hard drive. 
hard disk. Unused ico- | di wn t This will often free a little 
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both create icons for 
each file they save. 
Unless you are in the 
habit of starting a pro- 
gram by clicking a data 
file, and loading that, it makes more 
sense to load the application pro- 
gram and then load data into it. So, 
icons for data files are redundant. 
Examine each program you 
use. Are there any ReadMe or doc- 
umentation files that are no longer 
required? If you occasionally refer 
to some on-disk documentation, 


kilobytes 
free space? 


use of the space that is 
available. 

lf you are still short, 
consider compressing pr- 
ograms. Note it is “com- 
press programs,” and not the disk. 
You may have heard of PC prod- 
ucts such as Stacker and Dou- 
bleSpace, which claim to double 
the storage size of any hard disk. 
An Amiga version is available, 
called Disk Expander, along with 
PD alternatives such as EPU. 
These work, but if you do encounter 


a drive problem later, your data is 
lost forever. Generally, the PD ver- 
sions also require a knowledge of 
AmigaDOS and are not really for 
the fainthearted. 

If you do use one, do NOT com- 
press the Workbench drive, as this 
must be uncompressed for the 
Amiga to boot successfully. Disk 
Expander will allow you to com- 
press a Workbench disk, but will 
not compress the files needed by 
the Amiga for booting up. However, 
if you make a wrong choice during 
installation, it is possible to make a 
real mess up! 

So how should you compress 
programs? There are two popular 
programs; PowerPacker and Impl- 
oder. PowerPacker in its latest 
incarnation (version 4) is a com- 
mercial product. Imploder is PD, 
and, although long in the tooth now, 
gives just as good results as 
PowerPacker, although it may take 
a few seconds longer to achieve 
them. 

Both programs compress a file 
so that it takes up less space on a 
disk. Archivers such as Lha can 
also do this. However, a file com- 
pressed with Lha must be unar- 
chived with Lha before it can be 
used. Both PowerPacker and 
Imploder compress a file in such a 
way so that it automatically decom- 
presses itself when it is loaded. 
Other file compressors include 
Titanics Compressor (which actu- 
ally produces a file that decom- 
presses itself as it loads) and Scr- 
unchPro, from LSD. Beware of 
CrunchMania, or CrM. It will hang 
up on machines with a 68020 CPU 
or higher. CrM is often used to 
compress text files. ScrunchPro 
will quite happily decompress 
them. 

Before compressing any pro- 
gram, carefully check it for viruses. 
A virus checker will not detect a file 
virus that has infected a program 
and then been crunched. 

If you have followed all the 
above advice, and are still running 
out of room, it is time to consider 
either buying a bigger hard disk, or 
adding another drive. But before 
we cover this, let’s look at freeing 
up space on a Workbench drive. 

'! BE VERY CAREFUL OF 
WHAT YOU DELETE FROM 
YOUR WORKBENCH DRIVE. IF 
YOU DELETE AN IMPORTANT 
FILE, YOUR HARD DISK MAY 
NOT BOOT SUCCESSFULLY !! 

Once you have read that, stop, 
and read it again. Most of the 
Workbench files are very impor- 
tant, and are there for a reason. 
However, depending on what you 
use, there is scope to delete some 
of the programs. 
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CONTINUED 


Let’s start with the s: directory. 
The s: directory is assigned during 
bootup, and holds script files, and 
the odd configuration file for some 
older software. Script files are text 
files containing AmigaDOS com- 
mands that are read and executed 
line by line. The two most important 
files in this directory are Startup- 
sequence and user-startup. Do 
NOT delete these two files! Before 
going any further, it is a good idea 
to print these two files out, as you 
don’t want to delete any command 
that is called by either of these 
files! If you do, your Amiga will not 
boot properly. 

Files that may be deleted from 
here, assuming you don’t use 
them, are Spat, Dpat, and PCD. 
These are AmigaDOS scripts for 
use under the Shell and offer pat- 
tern matching and an easy way to 
change to.the parent directory. If 
you use a file manager, you will not 
need them! 

lf you do not use the Comm- 
odore Ed file editor, delete the Ed- 
Startup file as well. 

The next directory to look at is 
the Storage directory. Delete any 
printer and monitor driver files you 
do not use. Printer drivers that are 
for a different printer than the one 
you own are of little use to you. 
And, if all your applications use 
their own printer drivers, neither is 
the prefs printer. The same applies 
to monitor drivers. If you only use 
the PAL driver, delete the others 
from Storage/monitors. Also look in 
the /keymaps, /DOSdrivers and 
/datatypes drawers, and delete 
anything that is unused. 

At this point, quickly reboot your 
Amiga to make sure you haven't 
deleted anything important. If all 
goes well, it will boot up perfectly 
normally. If you have made a mis- 
take, note what the problem is, and 
copy everything back from your 
Workbench backup disks, and 
either give up pruning your 
Workbench until you are more 
knowledgeable about AmigaDOS 
and the Workbench, or reboot after 
deleting something from each 
directory. Keeping notes as you do 
this will help rectify errors, and 
teach you something about the 
system. 

Next stop, the Locale drawer. If 
you used Commodore’s Work- 
bench Installer correctly, you 
should find these drawers empty. 
You did only click on the English 
language, didn’t you? However, 
sometimes some programs will 
- install foreign language guides in 
here. If so, delete them. 
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There are some utilities, like PowerData, that also transparently decompress files ‘on-the-fly’ for non-pp enabled programs to access. 





o| DiskSaly Version 2 Copyright © 1991-1993 by [tS 


The Original Amiga® Disk 
Recovery Program” 


Copyright 1991-1993 
by Dave Haynie — 
All Rights Reserved 





Still considered the best disk ‘fixer’ - DiskSalv. 


Have a quick look in the Tools, 
Utilities, and System drawers. 
Again, delete any files in here that 
you do not use, but be 
careful here as some 
programs in these draw- 
ers are often used invis- 
ibly by the system, such 
as RexxMast, Inte-llifont 
and Multiview. If you are 
not sure, then don't 
delete anything. But, if 
you do make a mistake, 
you can always copy the 
file back from your 
Workbench disks. 

Finally, consider del- 
eting unused commands 





Revision 11.277? 
Shareware Verston 


from the c: directory. It helps if you 
have a hard copy of the startup- 
sequence and user-startup scripts 
from the s: directory, to 
see which commands 
are used as the Amiga 
boots up. Candidates for 
deletion are Magtape, 
Bru, BruTab, MakeLink, 
Why, Edit (and the Ed 
file editor if you have a 


replacement such as 
Ced). 
This should — free 


upwards of 100k of drive 
space. | don’t advise 
deleting libraries, han- 
dlers or device drivers 


from the libs:, |:, and devs: draw- 
ers, unless you really know what 
you are doing. 


Next month: Adding another drive, 
and what you should know about 
those dreaded interfaces IDE and 
SCSI. AUIl 









o complement the AUI series on hard drives, in 
: conjunction with those wonderful people at Mode 
15 Computers, AUI is presenting you with a : 
competition in which you can win a superb hard drive. 


Prizes 





We have two IDE hard drives up for grabs. Both are ~ 
ideal for fitting within an Amiga A600 or A1200. | 

First prize is a nice chunky 230Mb 2.5” drive, while 
the runner-up will receive a useful 80Mb 2.5” drive. 

These are ‘bare’ drives, and will require fitting - they 
are supplied with cable, screws, an installation floppy 
disk, and instructions. If you have doubts about your 
abilities, or are one of those people who can zap elec- 
tronic products with static just by looking at them, then 
consider getting your local ICPUG to show you how or a 
helpful dealer to do the job. 

So get your thinking caps on, your brains into gear, 
and prepare yourselves for the questions. 

We could have asked all sorts of technical questions 
about IDE, sectors, cylinders, and interfaces, but have 
decided to focus on the calendar instead. 


Question 1 
On which date do the Ides of March occur? 


Question 2 
Who took a hard drive in the back on that date? 


Question 3 

1996 is a leap year and so is 2000, but one year, which 
apparently should have been in the last hundred, was 
not. Which was it? 
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Question4 —_© | 
As April 5th is the closing date for the competition, what 
national significance does this day have? — 


Okay. Easy weren't they? Send your answers, together 
with your name and address, on a postcard or the back 
of a closed envelope, to: | 


The Great AU/ IDEs of March Comp. 
Amiga User International 

Unit 2 | 

Utopia Village 

7 Chalcot Road 

London 

NW1 8LX 


The Rules 
This competition is open to anyone residing in the UK. 


Answers must be submitted on a postcard, or the back 
of a sealed envelope. 


Closing date for the competition is April 5th. 1996, and 
entries received after this date will be disqualified. 


The 1st prize winner will be randomly selected from the 
correct entries. The runner-up will be chosen in a similar 
fashion. 

The Editor’s decision is final, and no correspondence 
regarding the competition will be entered in to. 
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Printers AMIGA PACKS Memory Upgrades 
Star LC240 24-pin colour £159.99 A miga 1200 Magic 
Star SJ144 thermal £269.00 k £399.99 A500 512K 2x IMB SIMM’s 
Citizen ABS 24pin col £155.00 Pac : (Upgrades A500 to 1Mb RAM) Upgrades GVP HD8 +II Hard 
e ° 
annon BJ30 £199.99 Amiga 1200 £12.99 Drive to 2Mb RAM. 
HP Deskjet 600 £289.99 A500+ 1Mb £44.99 
Cannon BJ4000C £329.00 Computer Combat (Upgrades A500+ to 2Mb RAM) 
Pack £349.99 £16.99 
Eklipse Mouse A600 IMb Se. 
° ° pgrades + ar 
290 DPI Repair Services (Upgrades A600 to 2MbRAM) = ee 
Microswitched buttons Our service department can repair Amigas £19.99 £89.98 
Sy Amiga switchable in minimum time at competetive rates. All PW 200 4Mb é 
th h tati ice. 
Free mouse mat We then report an exact cost for repair. (Upgrades A1200 to 6Mb RAM) 
£7.99 Turn around is usually 4-5 working days £169.99 
but we can arrange same day service (subject 7 2x 4MB SIMM’s 
F ° : I k cri A1200 8Mb Upgrades GVP HD8 +II Hard 
uUSION Wenloc Quotation £15 (Upgrades A1200 to 10Mb Drive to 3Mb RAM. 
Phone for details Uoutiae Dexa arr RAM) £279.99 
£94.99 Courier Return £7 £289.99 
Same Day Service £15 
Ladbroke Compting International are one How to pay 


of the longest established home computer 
dealers in the U.K. We have an extensive 
customer service policy which involves 
testting of all hardware proir to despatch to 
ensure that the goods arrive in working 
order. Offering free advice and support 
over the phone and keeping customers 
informed. Although our prices are not 
always the cheapest we do endeavour to 
offer consistently good service and backup. 


All prices/specifications are correct at copy 
date 08/1/96 (whilst stock lasts), and are 
subject to change without proir notice. 


rvaabro! 





33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, 
Lancashire PR1 2QP 
TEL 01772 203166 / FAX 01772 561071 


Youcan order by mail, Cheque/Postal orders 
made payable to Ladroke Computing. Or 
give your credit card details to one of our 
telesales staff. 


Delivery 

Postal Delivery is available on orders less 
than £40 (Normally £3 phone for details). 
For orders above the value of £40 add £7 
for insured courier delivery. Saturday 
Delivery £20. All the above price are for 
mainland U.K. 


All prices include VAT 





Hard Drives 


All Datapulse hard drives comes 
as complete boxed external units 
with a small footprint, 2 SCSI 
ports, internal power supply. 
compatible add on units for GVP 
HD8 + II or A600/A1200 via 
Squirel Interface. 


Datapulse Micra 


532Mb £220.00 
Datapulse Mica 

1Gb £470.00 
Squirel SCSI Interface 
A600/1200 £64.99 
SCSI I Cable £14.99 


Allows connection to VGP HD8 + 
II for A5O0(+) 


Floppy Disk Drives 
Amitek External Drive £55.00 
A500 Internal Drive £39.00 
A600/1200 Internal £49.00 


SCSI CD ROMS 


Sony external CDROM with 
internal power supply and audio 
outputs. 


Quad Speed SCSI 
CDROM £260 
Squirel SCSI Interface 
A600/1200 £64.99 
SCSI I Cable £14.99 
Allows connection toGVP HD8 
+ II for A500(+) 


Amplified 
Speakers 


Soundwave 10 
(80 Watts) £39.99 


Soundwave 30 
(25 Watts) £24.99 


Soundwave 240 
(120 Watts) £49.99 





Monitor’s 


ey 


Amiga M1438S 


Multisyne £299.99 


14", 0.28 dot pitch ultisync 
monitor with built in speakers. 
compatible with A500/600/ 
1200. 


OEM 17" SVGA_ 


Monitor £454.73 


.28 dot pitch. Non-Interlaced, 
MPR2 





Fax / Modems 





Break into the communications 
revolution with the Communicator 
high speed range of modems. Log 
on to commercial bulletin board 
services, contact hardware vendors 
BBS’s for online support or surf 
the Internet. 


14,400 Baud External 


Fax /Modem £99.99 


Fully BT Approved, includes all 
cables and 1 year warranty. 


28,800 Baud External 


Fax /Modem £179.99 


Fully BT Approved, includes all 
cables and | year warranty. 


Back Where 
it Started 





Steve Bowie reports on 
Toronto’s World of Amiga 
Show where the Amiga’s 

struggie for life was given a 
resuscitating boost. 


ay back when, Commo- 
dore began its switchback 
ride to success and disas- 
ter in Toronto, Canada. 
Now, having nearly perished from 
CBM’s failure, the Amiga had come 
back to its beginnings. The Amiga 
Technologies team was led by Gen- 









Sign of the times? 


eral Manager, Petro Tyschtschenko, 
who made the keynote address. AT’s 
new leader is intelligent, personable, 
Surprisingly open... and thoroughly 
worn out. He and his staff have had an 
exhausting time in the lastfew months. 
From boxes of odd bits and an office 
with no chairs in May 1995, through a 
thousand whirlwind meetings and 
something like nine major shows, to 
having 35,000 newly minted A1200s 
delivered to the stores, A4000Ts on 
the shelf, and an ‘060 version ex- 
pected in the Spring of 96. Those who 
met them atthe Show were left with an 
impression of these are people who 
intend to try their best to rescue a 
desperate situation and deliver. 
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Enthusiast find much for more enthuslaont. 


The A4000T/060 will use AT’s own 
CPU board, and not a version of the 
Cyberstorm as previously rumoured. 
AT say they have sold (by commit- 
ment, presumably) 1000 A4000Ts in 
North America, and had a target of 
just 1000 more before year end. Not 
exactly big numbers, but survival is 
what is important. 


Promises 


In his address, Tyschtschenko ex- 
plained that 1995 required quick re- 
establishment of production and an 
Amiga presence in the public eye. AT 
has, it claims, accomplished both 
goals. The focus was on presence if 
not obvious achievement in a number 
of European and North American 
shows and conventions, as well as 
press events. 

These however, were largely di- 
rected to the existing Amiga ‘family’. 
1996 should see the extension of the 
“Back for the Future” campaign to 
attempt to convince the rest of the 
computing world that the Amiga really 
will stay alive. AT is planning to use 
radio, TV, and print media (including 
non-Amiga computing publications) 
to spread the word. But whether it can 
persuade its Escom parent to ante up 
sufficient cash to match the spend of 
today’s giants of the computing world 
remains to be seen. 

Interestingly, the AT GM indicated 
that he expects to see “standard” pro- 
grams ported to AmigaDOS. He did 
not elaborate, but he does not seem to 
be the kind of man to speak 
speculatively. Encouragingly, he also 
spoke of AT’s continuing discussions 
with NewTek. He exhibited admira- 
tion for Tim Jenison, NewTek’s founder 
and added his conviction that the 
strength of the people and products at 
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NewTek is sufficient to carry them 
through these difficult times. 

He also indicated that he was 
approached by Apple in March (see, 
rumours can be true), and that un- 
specified discussions are ongoing. 
Given Apple’s own problems (and 
the desire of IBM and Apple to break 
the Microsoft/Intel choke-hold), it 
seems possible that we may at the 
least see some strategic technology 
sharing. 


Hishlights 


At Toronto’s International Centre exhi- 
bition hall, seminars dealt with fittingly 
diverse Amiga subjects as “Amiga on 
the Internet’, “PC and Macintosh Emu- 
lation”, “Non-Linear Video Editing”, 


AT boss Tyschtschenko. thrills audience with 
‘Back for the Future’ keynote address. 


“Creating CD-ROMs on the Amiga’, 
and my favourite “How to Make Money 
with Multimedia Applications”. Every- 
body would like to achieve that and few 
have managed it so far. 

Visitors had the opportunity to try 
a hands on demonstration of Amiga 
based Internet connectivity, as well as 
to avail themselves of special “Show” 
prices on new and not-so-new mer- 
chandise. 


NewTek 


Many visitors were delighted to see a 
stand hosted by NewTek, makers of 
the famed “Video Toaster” and 
“Lightwave 3D” animation packages. 
The Amiga version of Lightwave 4.0 
was on display only as part of a Flyer 
suite, and NewTek had the courtesy 
to present it in an Amiga only stand, 
even though their products are now 
available on the PC. 
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Lazarus Engineering’s release of Design Works 
update shows off Toolbar, and drawing event 
history window. 


According to NewTek’s repre- 
sentatives at the Show, continued 
Amiga developmentcan be expected. 
AT has been visiting Topeka on anear 
weekly basis in marked difference from 
the ‘bad old days’. (Commodore often 
presented a chilly attitude to NewTek). 
Tim Jenison was reported to be con- 
tinuing to hire ‘Amiga people’ and 
there were veiled hints of amazing 
new joint projects. 

Ports of Lightwave to the upcoming 
Power Amiga are definitely possible. 
Given sufficient time, we might also 
see the release of versions compiled 
to take advantage of some of the 
promised third party ‘speedups’ (such 
as the ‘060s, Draco’s Alpha option, 
and Phase 5 RISC solutions). 


Phase 5 and 
RISC 


One of the most exciting and ambi- 
tious exhibitors was Phase 5 Digital 
Products of Germany. These good 
folks showed up in Toronto with a 
‘developer's version’ of the first PPC 
RISC based accelerator card for the 
Amiga, as well as other high-end prod- 
ucts like their speedy Cybervision64 
24-bit graphics display card. 

Represented by General Manager 
Wolf Deitrich, Phase 5 had a lot more 
exciting news for Amiga users. Cur- 
rently in their development line-up are 
Power PC boards for all 32-bit Amigas, 
including A1200s. Look out for a low 
end HP 603e card at 120MHz (with 
64-bit memory option), priced at 
roughly $800 — about £500. 

For those with A3000s or A4000s, 
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Back Where It Started continued 
St 


start saving for CPU cards employing 
HP 604 150MHz chips at about the 
£1000 mark, with an optional SCSI 
add-on. 

Phase 5 has a very ambitious 
schedule in its pursuit of “Back for the 
Future” RISC based Amigas. In the 
works is a port of the AmigaDOS exec 
kernel and multitasking to native RISC, 
with the rest of the ‘necessities’ being 
in emulation mode for the time being. 
The full native AmigaDOS RISC ver- 
sion will await AT’s somewhat more 
generous timeline. 

NewTek are in possession of a 
Cybergraphics board and they indi- 
cated that this should be a fruitful 
‘loan’. It was reported that a native 
RISC Cybergraphics 3.0 driver is be- 
ing written, graphics board users may 
hope for a quantum leap in the area of 
re-targetable graphics. 


Macro & Draco 


Draco Systems Inc. were showing off 
their AmigaDOS — based 68060 work- 
station. Very nice looking indeed, and 
with provision for an optional DEC 
Alpha co-processor. The tower was 
running a new version of the VLab 
Motion editing software, MovieShop 
3.0 beta 26, and we were told the final 
version is due “soon”. 

The most obvious differences from 
earlier versions of MovieShop include 
more colour in the GUI, and the option 
of showing thumbnails on the timeline. 
MovieShop partitions up to 4Gb, anew 
preview window for effects, and 40- 
50% faster effect rendering round out 
the already well-received editing suite. 

Eric Kloor of Draco told AU/ about 





Wonder’s Head of Information Technology Steve 
Vetzal organized WOA in record time. 


their plans to drop the ‘MovieShop 
Pro’ concept in favour of taking the 
already developed ‘pro’ features and 
adding them to the vanilla version ina 
future upgrade. This will give EDL, 
SMPTE, and VITC support to a post 
3.0 upgrade, although it may require 
additional hardware to support all of 
these options. 

Retina owners note, with the Draco 
version of the Retina graphics card 
using the Cybergraphics driver, the 
Original RetinaEmu (now at 2.6), is 
unlikely to be developed further. 

The Draco DEC Alpha option is 
being extended to a Zorro3 slot board 
for all 32-bit Amigas. It will probably 
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use a 21164 233MHz chip, and a 
166MHz version may appear as well. 
While the main purpose of this board 
is to perform MovieShop effects in 
real time, there is a possibility of other 
software being re-compiled to take 
advantage of its speed. 

Another project in development 
by Draco is Viking - an abbreviation of 
‘Video King.’ Targeted at the high-end 
consumer/low-end prosumer editing 
field, Viking is a small Draco using a 
GUI to access a ‘MovieShop ’ lite. 

Here is some advice. Do not sell 
your old A2000. The ‘Palladin’ from 
Draco Systems, an 030 accelerator for 
the A2000, will have the capacity to be 
directly linked to a special connector 
on a ‘new version’ VLab Motion video 
digitizer bypassing the Zorro2 bottle- 
neck. This link will permit digital video 
throughput approaching 30Mb/s. 

The limiting factor then becomes 
hard drive speed, and the JPEG ratio 
becomes a distant memory. Think 
about it. Your ancient pal the A2000, 
with a few very modestly priced 
additions can 
become an ani- 
mator’s dream 
machine. The 
combination will 
allow multi-track 
16-bit CD qual- 
ity sound in per- 
fect sync to your 
fully edited vid- 
eo and ani- 
mated 3D mas- 
terpieces. Mira- 
cles may yet happen.. 


CineReal 


An Ottawa company, CineReal, was 
distributing Broadcaster Elite. Of par- 
ticular interest in their line-up was 
Soundstage Pro, a Zorro3 DSP sound 
board intended to provide up to 16 
audio tracks to their non-linear video 
editing system. It appears to be a seri- 
ous piece of work, having both RCA and 
(finally) balanced XLR connectors. 

The DSP power across the 32-bit 
bus can also be harnessed to speed 
up rendered effects and transitions. A 
3 second transition that would take 2 
minutes to render on a stock A4000, 
now takes 12 seconds. 

Showgoers were treated to the 
North American introduction of 
Maxxon’s Cinema4D. This package 
has been around for a while in Eu- 
rope, and the version we viewed is far 
from an introductory one. 

In some respects C4D is even 
‘friendlier than Lightwave. The same 
interface combines both ‘layout’ and 
‘modeller’ functions, making subtle 
changes a breeze. Point edits are a 
snap, just click and drag. C4D runs 
exceptionally well on a 1200/030, and 
requires a minimum. of 3Mb RAM. 
The C4D GUI is fully ‘Amiga-tized,’ 








Movie Shop does the business 


with a nice tool bar and standard pull- 
down menus. 

The included ‘marionette’ object 
provided a convincing demonstration 

» of Inverse Kin- 

ematics. Effects 
such as explode, 
or melt, may be 
added to the ob- 
ject from the 
Timeline window 
with a click of the 
mouse... the melt 
looked pretty 
darn good too. 

A utility call- 
ed ‘Magic Link’ 
provides access to other object for- 
mats, including Imagine, DXF, LW, 
and others. Support for most graphics 
cards is present as well. At a show 
price of CAN$390 - around the £200 
mark, this program is surprisingly good 
value. 


DKB Wildfire 


Back in the speed realm, DKB drew alot 
of interest with their display. Along with 
built-in SCSI, RAM expansion, and 
Ethernet connections, the real highlight 
of the new DKB Wildfire ‘O60 accelera- 
tor series is an on-board PCI slot. What 
could you do with 100Mb per second? 
Just about anything, | was told. 
Multimedia oriented Amiga users 
were pleased to see the NTSC version 
of Scala MM400 available at a very 
reasonable upgrade price. Scala is an 
excellent program measured by any 
standard, and is a ‘must have.’ Many 
feel the inclusion of Scala MM300 in 
the new Amiga software bundle single- 
handedly could justify the entire price. 





Amiga 
Renaissance 


Turnout for the World of Amiga at 
about 5000, could be considered good, 
especially given the very short lead-in 


time. Many Amiga-philes were in evi- 
dence from as far away as Texas, 
Indiana, and other American states, 
as well as a few European repre- 
sentatives among the exhibitors. Ca- 
nadian representation in the crowd 
might possibly have been higher had 
it not been for two previous local Ca- 
nadian shows. 

The celebratory mood on the floor 
was a far cry from that of the previous 
show two years back, and this only 
improved as visitors were impressed 
by the high quality of the offerings, 
and ambitious near-future plans of the 
developers present. It requires no 
exaggeration to report that the audi- 
ence was surprised, exuberant, even 
excited, at the prospects for our fa- 
vourite platform. 

The Amiga is clearly still alive 
and beating in the hearts of many 
enthusiasts and serious program- 
mers. There were many faces in the 
crowd who might have been thought 
lost to other platforms. Apparently 
they wanted to see what all the noise 
was about. Some of them could be 
back to stay. 

The Amiga’s hiatus has opened 
observers minds to the idea that no 
platform has all the answers, and that 
co-operation is going to take us a lot 
further down the road to our goals than 
close-mindedness. One of the fasci- 
nating things about this show was see- 
ing the various ‘competing’ developers 
literally “putting their heads together’. 

They seem to recognize thatin the 
diversity of options they are present- 
ing, the Amiga’s potential appeal des- 
perately needs strengthening. The 
mood among Canadian Amiga sup- 
porters is extremely positive, and over- 
all the show was very forward looking 
and aggressive. Quite a change from 
the WOCA of two years ago. It seems 
the Amiga could just be BACK FOR 
THE FUTURE! Butthere is along way 
yet to go before it recovers its place as 
a global computing power. AU/ 
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Martin Witton looks back over how 


computer graphics have evolved in 


recent years and where it is going now. 


ou may have read in the 

AUI NewsFile of the ex- 

plorer Roger Mead who 

was attempting a record 
breaking solo walk across Antarcti- 
ca, with his progress being moni- 
tored by hundreds of people thro- 
ugh technological links. He aban- 
doned the 1,700 mile trek after just 
six weeks because of the failure of 
vital equipment. 

It makes your heart go out to ex- 
plorers and the like doesn’t it. After 
all, it is so difficult to find anywhere 
new to explore and the best latter 
day pioneers can hope for is to 
break someone else’s record. No 
chance of finding yourself in entire- 
ly the wrong place, like Columbus 
for instance, and discovering a 
new continent. Roger Mead’s eve- 
ry movement was tra-cked with his 
satellite beacon sending messages 
to Plymouth. 

So that’s that then, no reason to 
leave the comfort of your own 
home if it has all been done before. 
But, in the comfort of your own 
home is exactly where you can ex- 
plore uncharted territories. You can 
lose yourself in cyberspace where 
few have gone before. 

Those that have, hardly know 
how they got there, or where to go, 
for there are few navigational aids 
or maps. This is the exciting and 
still barely explored TechnoWorld. 
And in that new domain there is a 
territory that is colourful, dazzling, 
and marvellously creative; a territo- 
ry that is becoming more and more 
a part of our everyday lives. It is 
the astonishing dimension of com- 
puter graphics. 

In last month’s AUI we carried a 
report on The Computer Graphics 
Expo. We described the exhibitors 
and products that carried the 
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weight of exciting developments. 
But there was more. 

There was also a programme of 
seminars and conferences, intend- 
ed to bring the professional com- 
puter graphics artists and produc- 
ers together, and to update with 
what has been happening in 
the multimedia world. Then letting 
them explore further, across the 
new frontiers that computer graph- 
ics is opening up for us. 

Following up those presenta- 
tions made at the Computer Gra- 
phics Expo, we are able to provide 


you with an exclusive update of 


some of the exciting developments 
that are now arriving and that will 
enter and brighten our lives. 


The New 
Frontier 


Jon Peddie, a 3D computer graph- 


ics pioneer who provided the 
keynote speech of the CG Expo 
Conference, presented a view of 
how the 3D market from the evolu- 
tion of PC graphics controllers 
has brought new life to the graph- 
ics industry. 

1984 saw the introduction of 
SVGA, a dumb graphics controller 
and analogue bit map. This was 
followed by the Accelerated VGA 
(AVGA) which made Windows 
more effective, and by 1994 video 
capabilities were included through 
CD-ROMs and MPEG. Enabling 
TV to be converted to PC. 1995 
brought in 3D VGC for the full en- 
tertainment experience which, for 
many computer graphics artists, 
changed the way computers were 
used. 

Entertainment, Jon Peddie mai- 
ntains, is now driving the technology 





Silicon Graphics’ amazing Indigo Impact 
Workstation. 


which previously had been pre- 
dominantly used in business and 
the defence industry. This funda- 
mental change in the use of per- 


sonal computers created the ex- 
pectation that a large number of 
users were waiting for new toys. 
The new development of 3D on the 
PC makes multimedia come to life 
for a wider user audience than has 
ever before existed. 

Amass market's desire for more 
from their computers started years 
ago with computers such as the 
Vic20, the Commodore 64, and the 
Spectrum. The Amiga and the ST 
helped to spread that awareness 
further. Huge numbers bought hand- 
held games computers. But all of 
those, even the Amiga, were limit- 
ed for producing very high quality 
computer graphics, especially in 
real time. It needed specialised 
computers to produce graphics 
that could reach the full broadcast 
public, at least in PAL. Added to 
this was the appearance of the 
special effects used in movies, so 
expectations grew. 

Think back to the 1970s. Do you 
remember the wireframe models? 
Even then 3D was possible with 


“We’ve seen the deployment of graphics and high 
performance multimedia applications across a 
wide spectrum of applications, to the point where 
we are now defining the ground rules. Products of 
all kinds, from the new Walkmans to the Boeing 
777, are being visualised and designed on 
computers. In fact, the Boeing 777, which was 
designed on a variety of computers (not just 
Silicon Graphics) never even went to a prototype; 
it went straight into production off the 
electronic drawing board.” 

Nigel Reed, Managing Director, 

Silicon Graphics UK 


CAD, and this was shortly followed 
with 3D on workstations. With the 
introduction of PCs in 1981, ren- 
dering and photorealism was de- 
veloped, but this took long times to 
process. The Amiga appeared, but 
it lacked the power needed to pro- 
vide fast professional work. 

The first introduction of 3D con- 
trollers on the PC came in 1985, 
along with the first hand-held con- 
trollers and simulators. These were 
mainly used to train people to learn 
to drive cars, or to simulate termi- 
nals at airports. 

The enabling technology, such 
as rendering on personal comput- 
ers, came about from 1986 along- 
side standard graphics tools and, 
for the PC, VGA. Games were be- 
coming available on home comput- 
ers with graphics which gave the 
impression of what could be done 
with software tools used to create 
higher quality games on worksta- 
tions. 

In 1990 workstations, including 
high powered Amigas, and better 
software tools combined to create 
special effects in movies such as 
Jurassic Park, and in 16-bit hand- 
held games which raised end 
user’s expectations further. 

While Amigas made an impact 
in everything from Star Trek to 
Babylon 5, Silicon Graphics was 
the company on whose worksta- 
tions the liquid-metal man in Termi- 
nator 2 and the dinosaurs in Juras- 
sic Park were created by the leg- 
endary Industrial Light & Magic 
(ILM). 


Driving 


SGI machines are covered in 
strange colours like teal and pur- 
ple. And it bundles video cameras 
plus libraries of complex graphical 
routines to speed the techniques 
needed for computer animation. 
Nigel Seed of Silicon Graphics poi- 
nts out that what drives the techno- 





logical development at SGI is the 
entertainment industry, even tho- 
ugh, he says, the capabilities re- 
quested are typically dismissed at 
first as unnecessary for general 
use. 

Still lagging behind the Amiga, 
but catching up fast, multimedia for 
PCs was introduced in 1994. 


The SoundBlaster card brings added realism to video games. 


Transparency 


Four years ago ILM wanted not only transparency for the water crea- 
ture in the Abyss, it wanted reflectivity both for that and the liquid met- 
al man that came after it. Now engineers using CAD/CAM find translu- 
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Followed by sound for games 
adding to the realism and excite- 
ment. 32-bit hand-held games con- 
soles are turning into the 64-bit 
games consoles but, according to 
Jon Peddie, at this time the games 
consoles industry abandoned the 
legacy of their software and shot it- 
self in the foot. 

The old games did not run on 
the new machines, and users were 


not happy with this. The content 
didn’t show up as quickly as people 
wanted and this created an oppor- 
tunity for PC software manufactur- 
ers to take over the games market 
with the development of much bet- 
ter 2D games, such as Doom and 
Descent, which run entirely off the 
CPUs. 





Huge 
Resources 


1995 was the year of the 3D chip. It 


has taken over two decades for the 
PC to evolve to this point, which 
machines like the Amiga reached 
years ago, but now huge resources 
are being poured in to make the PC 
the natural choice for the creation 
of ‘desktop’ computer graphics. 


The evolution is not over. Explo- 
sive growth of the 3D PC market in 
the US, and around the world, is 
changing the face of desktop com- 
puting. Fuelled by well-crafted 
games, feature films, virtual reality, 
and many related technology ar- 
eas, 3D entertainment is growing 
fast. Vendors and users helped by 





the launch of Windows 
95 which, while not an 
| entirely satisfactory op- 
erating system, is at 
least one that is more 
stable and less prob- 
lematic than Windows 
3.1., are re-appraising 
the role of the PC as a 
platform for graphics 
intensive applications. 

Currently the development of 
3D accelerators is penetrating the 
games market. Media accelerators 
involving RAMDAC, better sound 
quality, MPEG, video, 3D, and 2D 
GUls contribute to general purpose 
graphics and multimedia, and de- 
velopment is bringing multimedia 
authoring, video editing, and video- 
conferencing into everyday use. 





Stereovision 


Stereovision was introduced years 
ago. Didn't we all own a ViewMas- 
ter? The binocular type red casing 
in which you inserted a round piece 
of cardboard containing slides 
which you clicked and moved on to 
see the pictures in 3D. The same 
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Seeing is Believing... 
CONTINUED 


principle is now used for the cur- 
rent developments in stereovision 
in such games as Descent, which 
allows you to travel in 3D through 
caverns, but now you can interact 
with the game through TV en- 
coders. By the end of 1996, Peddie 
predicts this will be possible from 
one chip. 

Creative Labs have brought out 
3D Blaster, the gaming experience 
which they say will blast you into 





Stunning movie sequences such as a diving 
Bi-plane can be produced with the aid of a 
dedicated MPEG cards and SGI’s Onyx. 


the new 3D graphics standard, and 
‘turbocharge’ your PC. 3D games, 
say Creative Labs, will have new 
life with “rock solid’ 3D graphics 
performance that will crank 2D 
Windows 95 applications into top 
gear. Blaster is a Real-Time true 
texture rendering to make 3D 
games come alive. 

3D is not just being used for 
games. DTP is taking advantage of 
3D representations through fonts 
for newsletters and magazines, 
presentations and training. CAD al- 
so uses 3D with rendering and vir- 
tual reality walk throughs. 

Video production too is benefit- 
ing from 3D creating unusual im- 
ages for multimedia presentation 
on TV. Digital video will make it 
possible for anyone to take images 
from the TV to the personal com- 
puter. 

Adobe Acrobat V2.1 will shortly 
be followed by a high-end version 
which will enable it to link with dig- 
ital movies. By 1997, Jon Peddie 
predicts, we will be so used to us- 
ing 3D, we will wonder how we did 
without it. Publishers are now ado- 
pting Acrobat for multi-purposing 
where a single document may be 
used for archive storage, print-on- 
demand, CD-ROM, and World 
Wide Web applications. The new 
2.1 version extends the publishing 
features introduced with v2.0 fur- 
ther into multimedia, with improved 
Internet links, video links, and CD- 


ROM searching facilities. 


Movie Line 


The Movie Line is one example of new products coming onto the mar- 
ket for integrating video onto desktop computers. It allows the user to 
watch TV and teletext on the computer, use live overlay and framegrab- 
bing, for total video editing with video out, digital effects, titling, graph- 
ics and sound, which before could only be afforded, or possibly under- 
stood, by professional studios and broadcasting stations. It makes 
video recording to hard disk just as easy as recording to tape with 


a VCR. 


The Movie Line includes four complete hardware packages with 
software: Aviator, Movie Machine, Movie Machine Pro, and the Motion 
JPEG option, in which video editing goes digital. The M-JPEG option 
compresses live video to hard disk and plays it back. It allows access 
to the frame required with lightning speed. 
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A Developing World 


of Computer Graphics 


3D has created a new industry. John 
Peddie has calculated that if there are 


30+ m é 





and each spends $15 


million we then have a $450 million 
industry - before anything is shipped! 
The competition is great and people 
are having fun. Most, if not all, of the 
tools being developed for this visual 
revolution are coming out for the PC. 
We may not, as Amiga users, like it, 
but we have to face reality, even if the 


reality that is being created is a virtu- 
al one. So who are the hot 

suppliers and developers and what 
have they been producing? 


isual Software Inc. is a 

world wide developer and 

publisher of 3D graphics 

and animation applications 
specialising in professional and 
consumer software. The company 
focuses on developing tools to 
enable hobbyists, designers, and 
artists, to create 3D images and 
animations as easily as they would 
in 2D programs. 


Visual Worlds Development Inc. 
is wholly owned subsidiary of Visu- 
al Software specialising in the de- 
velopment of 3D worlds, or scenes 
to be used in the creation of con- 
sumer games or virtual environ- 
ments such as on-line shopping 
malls, and film and television ani- 
mation. 

They have produced Visual Re- 
ality for Windows which is a 3D 
graphics and animation suite de- 
signed to equip graphic artists, 
designers, and multimedia devel- 
opers with a complete toolkit for 
working in the 3D world. Features 
include fast rendering, enhanced 
free-form modelling, keyframe ob- 
ject and camera animation, and the 
ability to drag and drop 3D data 
from a visual Catalog, the products 
3D data program. These features, 
and others, enable the profession- 
al user to create impressive, film- 
like 3D scenes, special effects, and 
animations. 

Price £259 


Visual Reality 1.5 for Windows 
provides full 3D modelling, render- 
ing, image editing, font extrusion, 
and camera animation. This 3D 
graphics and animation product 
suite offers the graphic artist, the 
multimedia designer, and the de- 
sign professional, the complete 
toolkit for working in the world of 


3D. Visual Reality 1.5 includes five 
modules, Renderizel Live, Visual 
Model, Visual Font, Visual Image, 
and Visual Catalog. In addition, 
users can choose from over 500 
3D objects and over 1000 textures. 

Price £149 


Simply 3D is a set of 3D rendering 
animation tools and tutorials for 
desktop illustrators, graphic artists, 
business presentation designers, 
and hobbyists. This multimedia ap- 
plication and training tool teaches 
users how to add 3D effects to their 
2D work. 

Users can extrude ‘and stretch 
TrueType fonts, or 2D line art from 
any drawing program into a 3D im- 
age or animation. Simply 3D also 
allows a user to work with 3D ob- 


jects and scenes from Simply 3D’s 


library of over 130 3D objects. 
Price £59. Simply 3D Superpack is 
a bigger collection of 3D graphics 
tools. 

Price £99 


Instant 3D is a tool which adds 3D 
text, objects, and effects to any 
Windows 95 document or presen- 
tation. 

Price £49. 


Textures for Professionals is a 
CD containing over 400 seamless 
textures for professional artistic 
use. 

Price £79 


Simple Scenes are CDs of com- 
plete 3D fully rendered, virtual 
worlds for use with Visual Reality 
and Simply 3D. Users can drop 
and drag any portion of the Simply 
Scene into their own creations, and 
use them as a virtual film set. Dou- 
ble Vision is a new product en- 
abling computer hobbyists and 
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automatic calculations of animation!!! 


@ All screen modes of Amiga AGA System son! 2: 
are available even unlimited overscan! a 


| @ Developed i in C language Art&Frontiers Saga 
“iallows very high speed, full multitask, | 
reliability and offers a very easy exploration 
of all these exclusive fractal sets like Cubic #@ 
Leafy, Orchid or Bubble Mandel that renew 
completely the fractals’domain with their: 
incredible forms and Majestic effects! 


a The pictures here have been calculated 

on a basic Amiga 1200 in very few minutes! 

a Work also on all Amiga 4000 or all others 
i. Amiga equiped with 24 bit cards able to; 
dhs emulate AGA Intuition like Picasso, Retina... 


DM i) Ideal to make fine gifts: we certify that 
a aw. .. these fractal sets are completely unknown 
— a ae ft Son Amiga so you can easily impress all your | 
ae Bear friends or family! At more we sell it (on 6% 
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photography and 3D enthusiasts to 
create full colour 3D images similar 
to those viewed in Hollywood’s 3D 
movies. Double Vision’s 3D images 
can be viewed on a computer scr- 
een, or in print, using 3D stereo 
eyeglasses consisting of one red 
and one blue lens. 
is one of the pioneers of 
display list technology (a save pro- 
cedure managed by the graphics 
board) which has gained more and 
more importance in the CAD mar- 
ket since the mid eighties. 
Graphics information is forward- 
ed to a software buffer. In the event 


The WINNER 2000PROLX is a choice for desktop publishers when it comes to graphics acceleration on 


the PC that’s running either Windows or Warp. 
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A revolutionary graphics accelerator 
card from YARC, Screamer, will make 
Quickdraw 3D applications fly. Based 
around the GLINT 300 SX processor, 
Screamer is set to be one of the new 
breed of industry standards, for the 
Macintosh platform. 
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of an Update command for exam- 


ple, the display list allows an ac- 
cess to the saved data so display- 
ing the graphics without delay on 
the screen. Whenever data is add- 
ed to a drawing in a graphics or 
drafting program, a refresh is need- 
ed. With conventional PC graphics 
systems, this is an extremely time 
consuming procedure. The ELSA 
system allows the update to be car- 
ried out in seconds. 

Price £POA 


ELSA graphics boards enable 
high quality video playback, DTP 
work at ultra high resolutions, bril- 
liant colour depths, and real time 
simulation of 3D rendered CAD ob- 
jects. 

Screamer, from YARC, is a 
hardware accelerated drawing en- 
gine and display card for the new 
PCl-based Apple Macs. It uses 
GLINT 300SX performance graph- 
ics processor to combine worksta- 
tion class 3D graphics accelera- 
tion, and 2D performance, into a 
single low cost solution. Screamer 
supports QuickDraw 2D and 3D, 
and all applications using them will 
be accelerated. 

NVision and Digibotics joined 
forces in 1995 to consolidate their 
technologies and strengths in 3D 
computer graphics and engineer- 
ing. Digibotics has developed the 
technology behind the 
fully automated laser digitizing 
hardware and software. 

This technology has applica- 
tions in computer animation, video 
game production, CAD/CAM, rapid 
prototyping, inspection analysis, 
and 3D modelling and visualiza- 
tion. offers services and 
marketing in the field of 3D com- 
puter graphics and engineering. 

NVision was originally known 
for its development of 3D stere- 
ograms, called Holusion art, which 
became a worldwide craze from 
1992 to 1995. 

Roderick Manhattan Group is 
distributing 
for £595, claiming the future of 
business 3D. (See page 52 for a 


The PC program TrueSpace is so clearly a 
development of Caligari on the Amiga that it’s no 


surprise that even the word “Caligari” 














The DIGI-BOT 2 can digitize an object in 3D by rotating it within a scanning laser beam. 





Using 3D shadows on graphic images can add 
real depth to a simple logo. 





TrueSpace evolved from the famous Amiga 
package Caligari. 


directly and interact in real-time. 

With TrueSpace you simply 
grab a paintbrush, touch the areas 
you want to colour, and watch as 
they are instantly rendered with the 
combination of colour, bump, and 
texture mapping that you have 
selected. 

This version of TrueSpace fea- 
tures realtime rendering of 3D ob- 
jects designed to take advantage 
of the new breed of 3D accelerated 
chips and graphics boards. It also 
allows video rotoscoping which en- 
ables users to use animated mate- 
rials and textures on the surfaces 
of objects, and provides field ren- 
dering by which the user can dou- 
ble the NTSC standard frame rate 
from 30fps to 60fps. 

This file format support has 
been extended to include Post- 
Script, Adobe Illustrator, TIFF, and 
others, in what is described as “a 
breakthrough move to bring 3D 
technology to the broadest base of 
graphics users”. 

TrueSpace 2.0 features ‘View- 
Space’, a three dimensional viewer 
that enables any Windows user to 
view and interact with any 3D ob- 
ject or scene of the kind that can be 
imported via any TrueSpace sup- 
ported format. 

The PC program TrueSpace is 
so clearly a development of Cali- 
gari on the Amiga that it’s no sur- 
prise that even the word “Caligari” 
has been added to the title. There 
was no need at all for the Amiga 
not have all those delights that are 





Using TrueSpace, amazing 3D landscapes such as this building can be achieved. 


demonstration of how it works.) 
TrueSpace integrates professional 
3D modelling, rendering, and 
broadcast quality animation, within 
a natural interface, to produce pho- 
torealistic images or video anima- 
tions. As in the old Amiga-based 
Caligari, working in 3D perspective 
you can manipulate 3D objects 


now being offered on the PC. The 
problem was really commercial not 
technical. 
Productivity Computer Solutions 
Ltd. have introduced 
from Portable Graphics as a 
complete 3D toolkit for writing 3D 
applications. Available for most 
UNIX and NT platforms, the sys- 





3D graphics are no longer confined to Hollywood’s special effects departments. TrueSpace brings the 


reality of affordable 3D to the desktop. 





AutoDesk’s 3D Studio MAX can generate lifelike 
movement for objects. 





MAX can add audio events linked to specific 
actions in the animation. 





There is a comprehensive range of textures and 
colours from which to choose from. 


tem defines a standard file format 
for 3D data interchange, introduces 
a simple event model for 3D inter- 
action, and provides animation ob- 
jects called engines. The program- 
ming model is based on a 3D hier- 
archical scene database which 
simplifies graphics programming 


and features high-performance ob- 
ject picking, a windowing system, 
platform independence, support for 
PostScript printing, and translators 
for files developed in other applica- 
tions. 

Autodesk has created software 
products that are used for tasks 
ranging from architectural and me- 
chanical design, construction and 
manufacturing, to forensic anima- 
tion and computer games develop- 
ment. The company’s flagship pro- 
duct, is said to be the de 
facto standard for computer aided 
design software worldwide. 

Autodesk unveiled 

for Windows NT at the Com- 
puter graphics Expo. This, they 
say, is the next generation of 3D 
graphics and animation software 
as a completely re-architectured 
Windows NT version of profession- 
al 3D animation software. 3D Stu- 
dio Max, which it is thought the 
Original creator of Deluxe Paint, 
Dan Silva, worked on, is claimed to 
deliver what is described as “full 
workstation class performance and 
functionality to the desktop”. 

“Max is”, said 3D Studio MAX 
Product Manager Bob Bennett of 
Autodesk. “much more than just a 
straight port of the DOS version of 
3D Studio. 3D Studio MAX is the 
first major 3D software product to 
be completely redesigned for a 
modern object orientated OS like 
Windows NT”, he said. 

Well, he would say that wouldn’t 
he? But from what we saw, it’s 
some graphics program.. AUI 


|) Po 6 me fel aha a | 


In Part 2 of Seeing is Believing... 
Maybe, AUI examines the new 


MPEG standards and explains 
how graphics are being used in 
computer aided design, and the 
=> Coll tale mi Velg(emelmellelit-lmule(-16 
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Silicon 
Snake Oil 


lifford Stoll’s first book, the 
best selling ‘The Cuckoo’s 
Egg’, was the fascinating 
and true story of how he 
uncovered a spy ring in 1989. That 
book was a compelling account of 
how he used a computer to solve 
crime. It gave such a positive view 
of the benefits of the Internet that 
those who were unaware of its 
potential quickly became eager to 
_try it out. So | was looking forward 
to reading Stoll’s latest effort, 
‘Silicon Snake Oil’, to see what he 
thought of the Net now. 
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| should have been warned 
when | read the subtitle, ‘Second 
Thoughts On The Information Hig- 
hway’, for it seems the brilliant Mr. 
Stoll has begun to have serious 
doubts about its use. He is, as he 
puts it himself, now deeply ambiva- 
lent about the information super- 
highway. 

Aren't we all. Uniess you bought 
Netscape shares, or are Bill Gates. 


Speedy 
communication 


According to Stoll, during business 
hours the Internet is ‘painfully 
slow’. It’s faster to fax a single 
page letter than send Internet e- 
mail, and the more users there are, 
the slower things will become. 

The Internet can never give the 
same sense of trust as a face to 
face transaction. As for friendships 
made on the Net, | quote, “Elec- 
tronic communication is an instan- 
taneous and illusory contact that 
creates a sense of intimacy with- 
out the emotional involvement 
that leads to close friendships.” So 
there. 

I’m not sure whether Clifford 
Stoll really believes what he writes 
in this book, or whether he’s acting 
as the Devil’s Advocate. Whatever 
it is, | gained the impression that 
something has so disillusioned the 
learned astronomer that he almost 
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Second thoughts on the Net and 
Fiyspecks on the language, 
Daphne Moss reviews two 
books suitable for your 
off-line bookshelf. 


wants to turn back the clock. 

To be fair, he does give the 
reverse of the coin. He allows that 
the Internet has hundreds of self- 
help groups that work ‘as effective- 
ly as any neighbourhood coun- 
selling organization’. He mentions 
the experts who thanklessly help 
newcomers to the system, the bul- 
letin boards for cancer survivors, 
the sharing of news and views by 
exclusive groups of like minded 
people such as feminist authors or 
medieval English scholars. So he 
admits the Net isn’t all bad. 

One subject he touches on is 
research. He argues that both 
casual users and serious res- 
earchers place their trust in the 
accuracy and completeness of 
data on the network, but that they 
are relying upon information of 
unknown pedigree. Anyone who 
has done research knows that you 
should always double check your 
sources. (“Journalists” of other 
computer magazines, especially 
those of the Amiga, please read 
that sentence again...) So you take 
note of what data there is and then 
check with a different source to 
make absolutely sure the data is 
accurate. (...and that sentence 
too.) 


Snake Oil 


The title, it appears, is based ona 
drain clearing product. Stoll says 
that one ingredient of Silicon 
Snake Oil is a technocratic belief 
(by Net users) that computers and 
networks will make a better society. 
He doesn’t appear to think that 
view is altogether correct. 
Whether he’s right or not, only 
time will tell - and then possibly 
only to those who will listen very 
carefully to their fax/voice modem. 


Silicon Snake Oil 


Author: Clifford Stoll 
Publisher: Macmillan 
ISBN 0333647874 
Price: £9.99 





The New 
Hacker’s 
Dictionary 


What does flyspeck mean to you? 
How about notwork - no, this isn’ta 
printing error or crufty? Can you 
define stiffy or nuke? If you can 
then you must be an honest to god 
hacker and you won’t need The 
New Hacker’s Dictionary. The rest 
of us certainly will. 

If those rather odd terms are 
puzzling you, then you need to 
invest in this wonderfully informa- 
tive and often hilarious book. 


Fiyspecks 


Flyspeck - a name for any 
font that is so tiny as to be 
unreadable. 

Notwork - a network that is 
down 

Crufty - (a) poorly built or 
over-complex, (b) unpleas- 
ant, especially to the touch. 
Stiffy - 3.5 inch floppy disk, 
so called because their 
jackets are more firm than 
those of the very floppy 
5.25 inch variety. 

Nuke - to delete intentional- 
ly the entire contents of a 
given directory or volume. 


And, by the way, ‘amoeba’ is 
the hackers term for, guess 
what? An Amiga. 





The computer and_ Internet 
worlds are rapidly generating their 
own jargon and, as with any lan- 
guage, the meanings of the words 
that are in use are constantly 
changing. Therefore in this context 
a hacker is not always someone 
who uses a computer to malicious- 
ly meddle in other people’s affairs. 
Nor even a computer criminal. A 
‘hacker’ here can be, among other 
things, someone who enjoys exp- 
loring the details of programmable 
systems and how to stretch their 





capabilities, or an expert at a par- 
ticular program, or a person who is 
very good at programming quickly. 

Hackers have their own writing 
style, their own speech style, they 
can even have their own style of 
dress. Although this is not abs- 
olutely necessary. 


Under 35 


The hacker culture is less than 35 
years old, but it already has rich 
traditions and, as with all groups, 
not knowing the slang or using it in 
the wrong context, immediately 
marks you as an outsider. You 
might even be mistaken for a ‘suit’. 
(Dictionary definition: Ugly and 
uncomfortable ‘business clothing’ 
often worn by non-hackers. Invar- 
iably worn with a ‘tie’, a strangula- 
tion device that partially cuts off the 
blood supply to the brain. It is 
thought that this explains much 
about the behaviour of suit 
wearers). 

Apropos Clifford Stoll’s second 
thoughts on the Internet in Silicon 
Snake Oil, a foreword to the 
Dictionary by Guy L. Steele Jnr., 
who has also drawn the very funny 
cartoons, mentions that ‘many 
introverted hackers who are next to 
inarticulate in person communicate 
with considerable fluency over the 
Net, perhaps precisely because 
they can forget on an unconscious 
level that they are dealing with 
people and thus don’t feel stressed 
and anxious as they would face 
to face’. Maybe Stoll should have 
third thoughts? 

This fascinating collection of 
esoteric terms, folklore and hum- 
our will, I’m sure, be an eye-open- 
er to anyone who would like to 
know more about hackers, or who 
is contemplating becoming one. 
After all, the first step in discover- 
ing a new country should be learn- 
ing how to speak the lingo. With 
The New Hacker’s Dictionary as a 
guide you can’t fail. AU/ 


The New Hacker's Dictionary 
Editor: Eric Raymond 


Publisher: The MIT Press 
ISBN 0262680696 
Price: £9.95 paperback 
£22.50 hardback 
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A t Carefully pack your Amiga, workbench 
FE it te da disks and payment. If you prefer, pay by 
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Steve Jones, finding some Truespace in the cabinet of 





inmplicitiy poses the 





estion whether 


Amiga graphics is a has-been or a could be. 
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Above Picture 1: You can set the dispiay to top view then create the outline of 
the shape of the glass using the spline tool. This is similar to a polygon tool, 
but instead of dragging single straight lines, you manipulate splines which are 
adjustable perfect curves. It is almost like laying out a piece of string. This 
gives an agreeable shape instead of the usual straight edges that you get with 


most 3D programs. 


any years agoa 
programming type called 
Roman Organdy, 
working in the USA, met 
a staffer of AU/ at an Amiga Show 
in the States. At the time the 
Amiga was making an impact in 
computer graphics and the 
programmer showed the AU/ man 
a video of a very clever wireframe 
based package. Impressed we 
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asked for the video 
and ran some 
photos from it in 
the magazine. 
Eventually the Beta 
version reached 
AUI, and later 
came the released 
version which we 
enthusiastically 
reviewed. The 


Ov: 








interest for AU/ readers to see 
what developments could easily 
take place for the Amiga if 
someone, AT or Escom, put up 
the admittedly large sums of 
money to persuade talented and 
important developers like that of 
Caligari to return to the Amiga 
fold. Steve Jones of HiQ put the 
demonstration together for us. 
This quick demonstration of 
Truespace v2 for the PC was 


program was the almost 
legendary Caligari. 

Now its author has moved 
over to the PC market and come 
up with a graphics program 
called Truespace. It bears, not 
surprisngly, a very close 
resemblance to Caligari on the 
Amiga. While it is sad to see 
such a program emerging for the 
PC and not the Amiga, we 
thought that it would be of 
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e no longer live in 
a world where street 
doors are left unlocked. 
Security companies, 
selling anything from burglar 
alarms to managing private pris- 
ons, have turned out to be star 
stock market investments in the 
last couple of decades. Fear has 
become very big business indeed. 
We all understand locks and keys 
but, for security, the Online dimen- 
sion that is coming into our world is 
still an relatively unknown factor. 

The anarchic, apparently un- 
controllable, nature of the Internet 
is causing confusion and alarm 
among the previously confident 
power-wielders, such as govern- 
ments. Their arrogance and their 
power are being challenged by the 
amorphous, decentralised form of 
the Net. They haven't been able to 
find anyone on whom to pin blame 
and, self-righteously, to prosecute. 
Even the reputed flood of porn 
could not be stemmed by dawn po- 
lice raids or customs checks, as 
would happen in “normal” control- 
lable, governable life. In a virtual 
world, virtually anything is possible 
and power-holding _ institutions 
don’t like the sound of that at all. 

These fears, that somehow ar- 
eas of activity in which the public 
can participate without any official 
sanction are popping up like mush- 
rooms after rain, lay behind the US 
Government's efforts to impose 
regulations on the chip makers to 
incorporate the “clipper’, a device 
to enable the authorities in the 
USA to monitor all transmissions. 
That attempt at fitting the Net into 
society’s conventional limits seems 
to have been beaten off by an odd 
combination of government-hating 
Right-wingers, libertarians with 
technical know-how, and public 
ridicule and disapproval. 





Control Freaks 


Yet control freaks in government - 
there are nothing but control freaks 
in government - don't give up easi- 
ly. Recently in Germany, the local 
government in the notoriously re- 
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Rise up and defend your 


Imternet freedom, cries the 


leader of the Online 


Revolution, Martin Witton. But, 


aka 


suggests, if you don’t want 


to see rivers of virtual blood in 


the disaster-ridden streets, you 


can call E-mail Emily. 


actionary province of Bavaria to be 
precise, carried out a pre-emptive 
strike against freedom on the 
Internet by attacking one of the 
major providers, CompuServe. The 
Bavarian authorities threatened 
CompuServe with dire legal and 
commercial consequences if they 
did not cease to carry some 200 
user groups and other online ser- 
vices. 

Of course, CompuServe, as 
with other providers is not respon- 
sible for what material goes out on 
the Net through its services. It’s 
like the Post Office which carries 
letters without Knowing what’s in 
them, but the Bavarian Gover- 
nment waving the big stick at 
CompuServe’s Munich office, and 
German registered company, 
forced the Internet provider to 
strip the offending groups off the 
system. 


Bavarian operation seemed aimed 
at what was largely claimed to be 
pornographic activity, though no- 
one knows who was set up to 
judge what was porn and what 
wasn't, the restrictions could easily 
be applied to other, possibly more 
contentious material. 


Bad Trouble 


What about, in that well-known 
haven of liberty, China, if the Net 
earned the disapproval of the 
Beijing bosses for advocating 
democracy and a justice system 
that wasn’t designed by kanga- 
roos? They’ve just openly tried to 
put pressure on Channel 4 not to 
broadcast a documentary on child 
death in orphanages in China, but 
Channel 4, not having much com- 


The Bavarian operation seemed aimed at what was 


largely claimed to be pornographic | 
though no-one knows who was set up to judge 


C activit 








what was porn and w at wasn’t. 


Hooray! Doubtless was the re- 
action for other local and national 
governments. This is the way we 
have been looking for to control 
these helots. And it was probably 
the reaction from others too, who 
don’t like the freedom the Net 
brings for people to express views 
or interchange ideas of which they 
do not approve. For while the 


mercial interest in China yet, was 
able to resist. Or maybe booming 
Singapore wouldn’t like a Long 
Hair WWW site or an anti-corporal 
punishment group? (Or a group 
that enjoyed corporal punishment 
for its own sake!) 

What if Iran didn’t think much 
of proponents of feminism and the 
exposure of unveiled female faces... 





or Bible belt born again Protestant 
Christians take exception to the 
Pope going online? Or even Amiga 
users saying they were fed up to 
the 68000 teeth with those pesky 
Ataris being allowed to pretend 
they were still alive? Okay, let’s go 
down to the CompuServe office 
picket and/or take out an injunction 
till they get the filthy Jaguar-boost- 
ing stuff off the Superhighway. 


Pressure 


We can easily criticise Compu- 


Serve for caving into the pressure. 
They could have pointed out, as 
the boss of the UK-based Demon 
Internet service did, somewhat 
smugly, that the material can sim- 
ply be put on the Net by some oth- 
er provider. They could have stood 
up and told the German authorities 
to get lost and there are consider- 
able doubts that any of the threat- 
ened restrictive actions against 
them would have been upheld by 
any Court. They are a commercial 
organisation and didn’t want trou- 
ble, especially expensive legal and 
bad PR trouble. 

It’s not a good sign when this 
kind of intervention and _ interfer- 
ence happens. The benefits of an- 
archy can fall too, on the side of on 
those who want to limit freedom, 
not extend it. There needs to be 
regulations to protect us against 
our would-be masters. 

Lots of the stuff on the Internet 
is twaddle - in the sense of ego not 
sex, but as that well-known enthu- 
siast for online communication 
Voltaire declared “I do not agree 
with a word you have put up on the 
Net, but | will defend to the death of 
my computer your right to key it in 
and others to interact with it.” Good 
on you Volty, a smiley for that. 


Intervention 


Intervention of this kind is really 
about politics. Politicians do what 
they think will get them into fav- 
our with, in democratic countries, 
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FREE Labels 


Disk Boxes/Drawers 


un” 


100 Capacity Box 5.99 3:"10Capacity Boxes 1.50 

50 Capacity Box 4.99 3:"6 Capacity Wallets 3.99 

200 Capacity Drawer 15.99 Lockable CD Drawers 

100 Capacity Drawer 13.99 30 Capacity 16.99 
Joysticks & Mice 

Quickshot Apache 1 6.89 Quickshot Python 1M _ 8.89 


Quickshot Aviator 25.99 Quickshot Starfighter 1 8.49 
Quickshot Intruder1 22.99 Quickshot Turbo II 8.49 
Quickshot Maverick 1M 12.49 Mouse 11.99 


Dust Covers 


CPU & Monitor 6.49 Monitor 14"-4.99 17"-5.99 
Mini Tower 5.99 Atari ST 3.99 
80 Column Printer 3.99 Amiga 500 3.99 
132 Column Printer 4.99 Amiga 600 3.99 
PC Keyboard 3.99 Amiga 1200 3.99 


Inkjet, Bubblejet Cartridges 


1 off 2+ 5+ 


Apple Stylewriter 17-54 17-24 16-84 
Canon BJ 10/10ex/20 17:54 17:24 16-84 
Canon BJ 30, BJC 70 Bik (Pk3 Refill) 15-20 14-95 14.60 
Canon BJ 200/230 19-90 19-50 19-00 
Canon BJC 600 Black (Double Cap) 11-50 11-25 10-90 
Canon BJC 600 Black (Single Cap) 6-00 5-80 5-50 
Canon BJC 600 Cyan, Mag or Yellow 8-50 8-30 8-00 
Canon BJC 4000 Black throw away 29-00 28-60 28.20 
Canon BJC 4000 Head+Bik+Col Refill 42:00 41-20 40-60 
Canon BJC 4000 Black Refill 8-50 8-30 8-00 
Canon BJC 4000 Colour Refill 1450 14-25 13-90 
Commodore MPS1270 12-13 11-93 11-63 
Epson Stylus 400/800 9.99 9-79 9-49 
Epson Stylus Colour Black 14:00 13-75 13-40 
Epson Stylus Colour Colour 30-00 29.50 29.00 


Epson Stylus 820/Colour II/IIS Black 
Epson Stylus 820/Colour II/IIS Colour 


Ring for prices 
Ring for prices 


1 off 
HP Deskjet 500/40/50/60 Tri-Colour 26-00 
HP Deskjet Portable, 310 18-00 
HP Deskjet 600/660C Black 26-50 
HP Deskjet 600/660C Tri-Colour 28-50 
HP Deskjet 850C Black 26-00 
HP Deskjet 850C Tri-Colour 25-00 
HP Thinkjet/Quietjet 12-13 
Olivetti JP350/150 (Double Cap) Black 36-50 
Star SJ48 


17-54 
r ri i 


2+ 5+ 
25-65 25-25 
17-70 17-30 
26:15 25-75 
28-15 27-75 
25-65 25-25 
24-65 24-25 
11-93 11-63 
36:00 35-50 
17:24 16-84 


Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 
Suitable for most Printers 


Tri-Colour Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 


16.00 each 


(20ml of each colour — i.e. cyan, magenta, yellow) 


HP Deskjet 500/10/20/40/50/60 Black 22:00 21-65 21-25 Large Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 
(40ml of any of the following colours) 
e Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Red, Blue, Brown, 
Miscellaneous Items See eo, ara Gens 
100 Single Colour 3:" Disk Labels 1-99 1 Pack $11-00, 2+ Packs $10-60 each, 5+ Packs $9-95 each 
1000 Single Colour 3:" Disk Labels 8-99 : ‘ 
1000 Multi-Colour 33" Disk Labels 9.99 | Ring for Is if you are not sure if your 
1000 White Tractor Feed 3:" Disk Labels 10.99 Cc refill 
32" Disk Cleaning Kit 2-99 
Parallel Printer Cable (1-8m) 3-99 
Mouse Mat 6 mm Thick — 2-99 8 mm Thick — 3-99 Laser Toners 
Mouse House 2-99 § HP Laserjet II/Ill 40.00 each 
2 Piece Universal Printer Stand 5-99 | HP Laserjet IIP/IIP 45.00 each 
14"/15" Optical Glass Screen Filter 16.99 jg HP Laserjet 4L, 4LM 50.00 each 
HP Laserjet 4, 4M 71.00 each 
IBM 4019, 4028, 4029, 4030 90.00 each 
Paper & Address Labels Kyocera F1000/1010/1200, P2000 24.00 each 
2000 Sheets 11” x 93, 60 gram, 1 box - 22.99 ff Kyocera F800/820, FS850 24.00 each 
Micro Perforated, Listing Pape 2+ boxes — 17.99 fy om OL400/800 ey obec 
eee ee oxes ~ 2 @ Panasonic KXP-4410/4430 26.00 each 
500 Single Sheets A4, 80 gram, Laser 1 pack — 9-99 J Panasonic KXP-4400/5400 17.00 each 
Paper (suitable for inkjet printers) 2+ packs — 6-99 J Ricoh LP6000/1060 10.50 each 
Sharp JX9500 25.00 each 
Tractor Feed Address Labels, 500 — 4-49 z : 
1 across width, 33" x 13," 1000 - 7-49 Ring for Toners not list 


All Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 173%) & FREE UK Delivery 


01543 250377 


Ring us or send cheques to: 


01543 250377 
Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 426, Owl House, 


5S The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9SE 





NO MORE BANDING! 
NO MORE WHITE LINES! - 
-COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE 
4+ YOU’VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE! 
| Yes it’s true the new Flexi 3 will remove banding 
| and white lines from dot matrix & bublejet printers. 
| Now you can have laser quality on your printer. 
| Other new features include:- 
| *& Balanced control for picture enhancement * 
| Select area to be printed % Select size to be printed 
* Page control * Colour sieve * Ink correction * 
Automatic poster mode for larger than A4 * Gamma 
correction s Spooler for colour letterheads etc * 
Colour separation * Now with anti-aliasing to 
remove jagged edges %& Large range of dither (dot 
pattern) * Variable level of shingling to totally 
j remove banding and white lines % Colour catalogue 
| function will print a miniature of each picture 
| configuration between 1-8 acrossyou. * Suitable for 
| Citizen, Epson, Hewlett Packard, NEC, Panasonic, 
| Seikosha, Star and just about any dot matrix or inject/ 
| bubblejet/lazerjet printer. 


ONE¥-£39-95 CARE SPECIAL £2995 


UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP TO FLEXIDUMP 3, 
ONLY £14.95 INC. RETURN MASTER DISK 


How to order: Enclose cheque/PO made payable to: CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/Visa i Coloar Star L010 ue Ge 
CARE ELECTRONICS 1 Colotte Star 200 9 Fi os ssesccccseeseesseneensoee 
[COMM SS 

Dept AUI, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts WD2 6JN. Fax: 01923 672102 __| | Colour Epson FX80/LQ400/MX80................ 


| ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064 t Colotir Epps LX cs eesesotccsnseses 


1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 oon... .ccccceccccescees 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE Wide range of other ribbons available 


COLOUR KITS for MONO PRINTERS 


COMPLETE KIT £39.95 — Ever wished you'd bought a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn’t it be nice to print out pictures in colour? Now you can with Amiga “FlexiKolot Kit”. Each Amiga Flexikolor Kit 
comes complete with everything you need to print in colour, including superb software. The colour kit is simple to use, the ribons fit exactly the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect your guarantee. Also 
on all models listed beow paper alignment is automatic, you do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR PRINTER. If your printer is not listed below please phone. Amiga FlexiKolor kits for Star 


LC10, LC20, all Star 24 Pin. Panasonic 1080/81/1123/1124, Epsom FX80, LQ800 etc. Citizen 120D+, NEC P6+. Please note colour kits come complete with coloured ribbons. Anti banding now included in software. 


Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and reload it with a new one. Full For Panasonic 1080/81, 1124, 1180, 2123, 2135, Star | 
instructions supplied, LC 2009 Pin, Epson LQ100, Oki 182/390. Black bottle 
Will re-ink 100+ ribbOS. ..........ssssseseeessssseenesees £9.95 
BLACK PRINTER RIBBON RELOADS © 
Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and reload 
itwihatewow. =.=. 
Citizen Swift/ABC/120D 5 black reloads ......... £9.99 | 
Epson FX80/LQ800 Range 5 black reloads .... £11.99 
Seikosha 1900/2400/SL95 5 black reloads ....... 9 
Star LC10/20/100 5 black reloads ..........s:...see-. 
Star LC24 Range 5 black reloads ...........cccssess0e: 
~ Star LC24-30/LC240 5 black reloads............... 


T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS 
PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT, 


4 Colour Citizen Swift/ABC/240 0.0.0... ).99 
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) 0.0... £9, 
4Coou Strl0 10... 

4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload) ................. 

4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin ......... ee £19. 

4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload) ...........se.sessesseseees 9. 


Citizen Swift/ABC/224 
Panasonic KXP2123/2124/2180 
Panasonic KX2135_ 

Star LC200 9 pin 

Star LC24-10/20/200 

Star LC24-30/LC240 

Seikosha SL95 





For: HP DESKJET 500, 510, 520, 550, 500C, 550C, 560C, EPSON STYLUS 800, 1000, 
CANON BUBBLEJECT BC-01, BJIOE/EX/SX, BCO2, BJ200, BJ130, BJ300, BJ330. 
OLIVETTI JP150, 250, 350. CITIZEN PROJET. 

G Real Ri nlouetine. CC a 
CANON BJC 600, BJC 4000 

20 Refill Kit 120ml pure black ...............2::.2ccce00 ee 
EPSON STYLUS four refills 120ml pure black £6.99 — 

EPSON STYLUS TRICOLOUR refill, 2 refills of yellow, magenta & cyan 180ml 


EERE EERE OEE TERE EE RHEE EEE EERE EERE EE HEE EEE REE OH TETHER REE HEE EHE ERE EE EEE EEE OEE OEE EEE EEEE SEES EEE EEE TE HERE EHEESEED 


TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.P. DESKJET RANGE 

CANON BJC600, BJC4000 etc. 10 Refills of Yellow, Magenta & Cyan 180ml. 
Print Head Recovery Fluid for unblocking nozzles .......csssss0ssteeeise 
Important: Please state type when ordering 
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On Line 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 54 


voters, or others who have influ- 
ence over them. In other less free- 
dom-minded countries, it’s a way of 
shutting up potential usurpers. An 
example of what the Internet can 
do and how it arouses fear in the 
powers-that-be has emerged in the 
recent scandal of an asylum seek- 
er, Mohammed al-Mas’ari from 
Saudi Arabia. At the time of writing 
this, the British Government, to the 
eternal shame of anyone who be- 
lieves in the not really mythical 
British heritage of protecting the 
weak and the persecuted, is at- 
tempting to expel the said Saudi 
and send him off to Dominica. (I 
-wish they’d do that to me, all ex- 
penses paid!) 

Why are we, I’m sure | hear you 
cry, the supposed cradle of free- 
dom and democracy, exiling some- 
one struggling against the authori- 
tarian regime in Saudi Arabia to the 
Caribbean? Because we’re worried 
about what the ruling family in 
Saudi Arabia will think: a) about 
continuing to buy mountains, fleets, 
and squadrons of armaments from 
us, and b) whether they'll go selling 
us cheap oil. For this “dissident” is 
spouting propaganda against them 
and they can’t stop him. Why? 
Because it’s going out on the 
Internet and not from just one 
country or they could do a 
“Bavarian”. 

Ouch! Get him off to somewhere 
quick, anywhere he won't have ac- 
cess to a modem! Before the Arabs 
start cancelling orders for tanks 
they have no real need for, and 
anyway don’t know how to use! As 
Monsieur Voltaire would say, on his 
WWW site, the fact that Mr. al- 
Mas’ari may be advocating some 
rather unpleasant fundamentalist 
claptrap that would probably make 
Saudi Arabia more tyrannical than 
even today is irrelevant. 

Cockroach turned Home Sec- 
retary Michael Howard - Frankie 
Howerd would have been a more 
efficient choice - says that “British 
commercial interests” are more im- 
portant than the international prin- 
ciples of asylum for the persecuted. 
That’s a statement that would be 
reprehensible enough by itself, but 
it becomes an obscene joke when 
one realises that the rules he’s try- 
ing to enforce would have kept out 
his own parents. Such exclusions 
then as now would have been 
wrong, but perhaps Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard senior could at least have 
been persuaded to practise more 
effective contraception. Without 
doubt, the unprincipled Howard 
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cutable instruction can be triggere 


must be aware of the Bavarian au- 
thorities action and has some 
oleaginous civil servant research- 
ing underhand ways of doing the 
same thing here. 

We, however, could well re- 
member that it was Reverend 
Bonhoffer who, murdered in a con- 
centration camp by the Nazis, had 
said something about ignoring the 
plight of others - “They came for 
them” - until the same fate over- 
takes us. “...and then they came for 
me”. 


Mutual 
Penetration 


We are not, though, just threatened 


by paranoid politicians. “Security” 
on the Internet itself does have its 
other perils. The problem of inter- 
activity is simply that - it’s two way. 
You give out and you take in. In the 
very nature of the online beast, you 
enter someone else’s computer 
and they penetrate yours. It sounds 


like the kind of sex slugs, snails, 


and other hermaphroditic beings 
happily have, doesn’t it? And while 
that might offer its slimy attractions, 
particularly to slugs and snails, 
whom - | hasten to add | count 
among my best friends, this is a 
non-prejudiced Online Column as 
I’m sure you noticed. The Internet 
also provides, potentially, for catch- 
ing some nasty problems. 

The difficulty is that once you 


-are connected to some other com- 


puter, it is also connected to yours. 
For example, you might enter 
someone’s web site and it tells you 
to click on an icon for further infor- 
mation. Just clicking can bring you 
into danger. There are computer 
tricks, particularly through object 
oriented programming, which can 
mean that without you knowing it 
your hard drive can be reformatted 
- click, just like that. Or an exe- 





that transmits a virus to infect your 
system. 

For business over the Net the 
changes to data that can be made, 
almost undetectably, can be like a 
fraudster climbing in through the 
window, changing records and 
signing cheques to himself. 

There are ways around these 
dangers, but in general we, and the 
increasing number of less experi- 
enced computer users coming on- 


line - including businesses, are less 
likely to be ultra cautious than we 
might be if we received a floppy 
disk from a stranger. We’d probably 
test it out with a virus checker. 
We’re perhaps not going to be 
able, so simply, to do the same 
thing with the entering into, with 
others, kind of interactivity which is 
common on the Net. 

According to an item in this 
AUI’s NewsFile, only a compara- 


Where AT can tell you what’s happening or not. 


tively small number of people are 
either involved in being online or 
even have heard of it. Yet there’are 
signs, very convincing signs, that 
the Internet and its growing influ- 
ence is going to be more than just 
another fad like CB radio. Although 
in some ways there may be a no- 
ticeable resemblance to that truck- 
ers’ favourite counteraction to lone- 
liness. It is cheap and easy to ac- 
cess by those normally excluded 
from “broadcasting” widespread 
communication. 

For “Rubber Duck” read “Fred’s 
WWW site’. 

lf the freedom of the Online air- 
waves is to be protected and ac- 





cessible to all (and if it isn’t do we 
really need another means of com- 
mercialised exploitation of commu- 
nication?) then we must be aware 
of what efforts are being and will be 
made, by those who are terrified of 
such freedom, to suppress it. At the 
same time we have to protect our- 
selves against our own tendency 
too easily to trust our personal se- 
curity to technology which is still 
like an unlocked door in a district 
where burglary is rife. 





As, | think it was old Voltaire 
again in his user group New Year 
message put it, the preservation of 
freedom demands constant vigi- 
lance - especially against would-be 
authoritarians like the Bavarians, 
Home Secretary Michael Howard 
and others whose own fears, ambi- 
tions or destructive desires threat- 
en the system and, through our use 
of it, our interesting new experi- 
ment in freedom. 





AT Online 


lf you want to know what’s going on 
with the Amiga or what’s not going 
on... read AUI. Yes, of course, but 
if you want the latest official version 
of what’s going on - or maybe not - 
with the Amiga you can now visit 
the Amiga Technologies site on the 
World Wide Web. 

The site is being put up not 
through the UK outpost of Amiga 
Technologies, but from home base 
in Germany. So you should not be 
surprised to find both language ver- 
sions, German and English. This 
will give you the chance not only to 
find out what AT wants to announce 
to you about its plans - may they 
succeed beyond their wildest 
dreams! - but practice your Ger- 
man/English translation language 
skills too. To say, wie gehts? Auf 
weidersehen, or even hallo, to the 
company that has the future of the 
Amiga in its hands. The address is: 
http://www.amiga.de 


Get in the 
Picture 


You may well have read of the big 
computer graphics show in the 
USA called SIGGRAPH, but do you 
know what the acronym stands for? 
The Show was around well before 
the Online world had started in 
any big way. SIGGRAPH means 


——$$  ——————————____._. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 58 
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I LU) Please send me........... Mobile Desk(s) at the special price of just £39.99 I : 
| plus £ 3.00 P&P. iL 
_} | enclose a cheque for £ .......... made payable to AU! Ltd | 
| | L} Please charge £............... to my American Express/Visa/Mastercard | | | 
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1 | 
" PERTTI cceics ccs ees sacosscreaneusadégesssvavensenseesscessonce sd eomiesinisen.sweskoomeyayiickies | aitatntnn tn ain ne . 
Clip to hold loose papers in Shelf folds down safely i POOOSS.. 5.58 cS eI RATA AOR i ae ] 
place plus ledge to support supports laptop or lunch! 
pads or books. EE a imerrcenpaiomese cc meen niece ecm I 8 he se 
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ghia? aw" ] Please allow 28 days for delivery. { 
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On Line 


CONTINUED 


Special Interest Group in Com- 
puter Graphics. Obvious, wasn’t it? 

Last year, the Amiga had a pres- 
ence and AT people were there 
spreading the, we hope, good- 





news. NewTek have always been 
at SIGGRAPH with the Toaster, 
Lightwave, etc., and traditionally 
many US Amiga users have gone 
along to gloat that the Amiga could 
match them all and more recently 
to slink around enviously. 

In his article in TechnoWorld in 
this AUI, the ubiquitious Martin 
Witton (Who he?) may well arouse 
your interest in this exciting tech- 
nology-based art form, in which 
case you can now keep up to date 
by hitting the SIGGRAPH online 
site at http://www.siggraph.org/ 


No Ads is... 


In this AUI, there is a major article 
on computer graphics, yet there we 
are telling you to find out more from 
another source, SIGGRAPH on- 
line. (See previous item). Are we 
cutting our own throats by directing 
you somewhere else from which 
you can obtain 

further information? We don’t 
think so. It’s our job, or a part of it, 
to keep you informed in all sorts of 
ways. However, there certainly can 
be conflict between communica- 
tions media and in the USA this 
seems to be breaking out into com- 
mercial warfare. 

US newspapers are turning 
away advertising from companies 
who want to gain users and redi- 
rect advertising money from the 
Press toward the Internet. Daily 
newspapers seem to be especially 
worried. The San Jose Mercury 
News, a newspaper published right 
in the heart of Silicon Valley in 
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California, is reported to have first 
accepted and then refused an ad- 
vertisement for a “virtual job fair” 
supposedly worth $60,000 - about 
£40,000. 

In the same State, the Los 
Angeles Times is reported to have 
turned down some advertisements 


from a construction company that 
wanted to get people to go online 
to read their publicity. A spokes- 
woman for the L.A.Times said, 
“The advert only pointed to the 
Internet. 

We would like our clients to 
use the Times for more than a 
directory.” 

There are reports that press 
owners in the UK are beginning to 
take similar action against adver- 
tisements that promote online ser- 
vices in competition with their pub- 
lications. | can, however, reliably 
inform you that the Publisher of 
AU! will not refuse a £40,000 ad- 
vertisement for almost any legal 
Online service. Not for the money, 
of course, only for the purpose of 
maintaining the freedom of infor- 
mation to all, you understand. 

Rob Norman, the managing di- 
rector of a major UK media ad 
agency, CIA Interactive - dig those 
initials! - called the actions 
“Canute-like behaviour’. He also 


commented that referring cus- 
tomers onto larger sources of infor- 
mation ... is becoming increasingly 
popular. Trying to block it is short 
term and naive.” 

For £40,000 we would never let 
it be said that AU/ is short term and 
naive. Or Canutish! 

On a more serious note, an il- 
lustration of both the opportunities 
and the difficulties of advertising on 
the Internet is a dispute between 
the Advertising Standards Authority 
(ASA) and Friends of the Earth 
(FOE). It highlights the inability of 
control on the Net and in this case 
probably for the good. 

The ASA banned an advertise- 
ment from the cinema late last year 
that showed a mahogany seat 
overflowing with blood on a white 
tiled floor. The FOE ad was draw- 
ing attention in a dramatic way to 
the alleged murders of Brazilian 
Indians by mahogany loggers. The 
ASA is claiming that the ban they 
placed on the ad in the cinema al- 
So applies to the Internet. 





The FOE is challenging the right 
and certainly the ability of the ASA 
to stop the advertisement running 
on the Internet because there is, in 
any case, no way for anyone to 
force the advertisement to be re- 
moved. Apparently the only previ- 
ous attempt, in the UK,to get an of- 
fending ad off the Net happened 
last year when the ASA objected, 





after a complaint, to an ad promo- 
ting some computer products 
advertised by a private individual 
who did then amend it. 

With the Friends of the Earth the 


ASA has met a tougher opponent. 
There are more and stricter regula- 
tions applied to the Internet in the 
USA where, as was reported in 
AUl, Virgin was fined recently for 
failing to update an advertisement 
for its fares. But the ASA has not 
yet settled for the UK what the 
rules are, or what it will do if some- 
one breaks them. Or how power- 
less it will turn out to be if someone 
defies it and goes on putting up 
material to which it objects. 


Creepily 
Crawling over 
the Web 


Digital Equipment (DEC), well- 
known for their lightning fast Alpha 
chip, are claiming to have devel- 
oped some high-powered software 
that could “transform searching 
and indexing information on the 
World Wide Web.” 

Called “Super Spider’, the soft- 
ware can make a comprehensive 
search of the entire Web at speeds 
up to 100 times faster than con- 
ventional Web software can man- 
age. Then it can, just as quickly, 
feed the information into a massive 
full text database. DEC say it will, 
among other things, allow, for the 
first time, Companies to calculate 
with pinpoint accuracy, the number 
of other references on the Net to 
their own home pages. 

The trouble at present with the 
information on the Net is that there 
are no indices that can keep up 
with the constant updating be- 
cause of the sheer scale of the 
Web. Sam Fuller, DEC’s corporate 
research boss, told AUI. “Finding a 
cyberneedle in an evergrowing cy- 
berhaystack has long been a 
dream of Web users. This technol- 
ogy is a major step in that direc- 
tion... In fact, it is the only one with 
the potential to keep up with the 
phenomenal growth of the Web.” 

To run the “Super Spider’ soft- 
ware, you need a DEC Alpha - 
natch! It makes its speedy cover- 
age of the Web by sending out “a 
swarm of spiders” crawling across 
the Web by following the hypertext 
hot links from page to page and si- 
multaneously indexing the text. 

Then, using a powerful search 
engine designed by DEC, users 
can make a precise search using 
key words or phrases. 

DEC say that “Super Spider’ will 
provide the first really accurate in- 
formation about the size of the 
Web and its growth. In the first 
eight days after it was launched, 
“Super Spider’ is reported to have 
found 30 million Web pages and 
indexed 16.5 million of them 


containing 8 million words. The 
speed and the purpose of DEC’s 
software may be worthy even excit- 
ing, but do we really need all this 
insectoid imagery? Webs and spi- 
ders... technohaters will be joined 
by those who suffer from arachno- 
phobia as an excuse not to go 
online. 


Profound 
Change 


M.A.I.D., a provider of services 


for businesses claims to have 
“cracked the complex technical 
challenges involved in allowing 30 
million Internet users access to 
over 100 million pages of high- 
quality, structured business infor- 
mation.” Now aren’t you glad about 
that? 

They have done this, it see- 
ms, by integrating the Profound 
Business Intelligence Online Ser- 
vice onto the Internet. This service 
provides a wide range of business 
information - M.A.I.D. says 100 mil- 
lion pages of it - to which access 
will be given to M.A.I.D.’s corporate 
clients and anyone who has an oc- 
casional need for business infor- 
mation. And, as a part of the ser- 
vice, M.A.|.D. say they are going to 
use secure credit transactions, in- 
cluding letting people pay for the 
Profound service. And they say 
that anybody who uses the Internet 
can now get access to M.A.I.D.’s 
business information service - 100 
million pages of it. 

lf you want to be Profundly in- 
formed about business, it’s all on 
http://www.profound.com. 


The Hunt for 
Net Fortune 


Tom Clancy, best selling author of 


literary gems - and computer 
games - such as The Hunt for Red 
October and Patriot Games once 
said - though not to the Editor of 
AUI who met him on a visit to his 
game’s publisher Microprose - that 
surrendering a book to a film pro- 
ducer was like delivering one’s 
daughter into the hands of a pimp. 
One sincerely hopes that he never 
had to do that for his daughter, and 
probably with the millions he has 
earned his daughter, if he has one, 
would hardly be likely to be sub- 
jected to such a Pretty Woman 
style fate. 

Now it seems, keeping in mind 
the film producer/pimp situation, 
Clancy has turned to the Internet, 
he claims, to give him more direct 
control of the conversion of his lit- 
erary outpourings into different me- 


dia. He is working on creating a 
squad of comic bookstyle “cyber- 
cops” who will feature in a “graphic 


~ novel”, in other words cartoons on 


paper with balloons for those who 
find just words real hard. Due for 
publication in the summer, they will 
also star in series of “adventures” 
to appear on the Internet. 

These “cybercops” will have 
their virtual adventures set in the 
future and chase Internet baddies 
across the Web. (Watch out for 
Super Spiders, Cyberfuzz! They’re 
good guys.) The Cybercops will, it 
is planned, also generate definitely 
non-virtual chunks of cash from 
CD-ROMs, video and computer 
games, T-Shirts, and other mer- 
chandisable items including, whis- 
per it please, possibly real(!) 
books, you know things where they 
put just words, not in balloons, in 
ink onto dead trees. Oh yes, natu- 
rally there will be TV and video 
deals too.The first Clancy opus will 
be called “Net Force” about which 
he says, “Net Force combines my 
love of science fiction, my fascina- 
tion with computers and my long- 
standing interest in the FBI.” And 
no doubt longstanding interest in 
zeros on the bank statement too. 
“Down periscope - up cheque 
book. Hey, mister, wanna buy a 
daughter?” 


68000 or 604? 
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posed by AT as the power behind, 
and in, the next generation of 
Amigas. Motorola expose their 
wares on http://www.motorolcom/ 
SPS/. 


Cashing in on 
the Net 


According to European computer 


consultancy Cap-Gemini Sogeti, 
retail sales via the Internet from 
non-mail order stores look set to 
more than double by the end of the 
century. C-GS is predicting that 
5.4% of retail sales will be made 
via the Net by the year 2000 and 
six years later it will have taken al- 
most 10%. 

That runs into billions if you look 





at the total of sales in the UK alone. 
However, so far sites like Barclay- 
square, which offer a number of vir- 
tual shops, have not yet been con- 
spicuously successful. If the Net is 


Semiconductor Products 
Sector 


Chipping In 


Not content with giving you the Net 
address of Amiga Tech-nologies, 
we can go further in helping you 
get to information about the Amiga, 
although this time from a rather 
more indirect source. Motorola, the 
manufacturers of the 68000 series 
of microprocessors that power the 
beloved Amiga, are now available 
with their own web site. You never 
know, you might find the latest in- 
formation about the 604 chip, pro- 





to rack up one twentieth of total 
cash spent in retail in just four 
years time it had better get its New 
year, Summer, and autumn sales 
skates on pretty quickly because 
it's only taken peanuts up to now. 


The Net - it’s a 
Disaster! 


Can you feel the earth move? No; 


its not a matter of your sex life. 
(What sex life? I’m a Netter!) It 


could be an earth tremor or even, if 
you live in L.A., an earthquake. Or 
has there been a tidal wave on the 
way to some place you just left? All 
this and more terrors you could find 
out about in the archive of these 
frightening occurences at a site on 
the Net devoted to - yes, how 
ghoulish can anyone get? - disas- 
ters. 

All the calamities that you nev- 
er heard about, or have forgotten, 
or feared would get you in the end 
can be revived and relived with 
horrid detail and ghastly data to 
your morbid heart’s content. 

Watch out! Here it comes! On 
http://www.disaster.net/index.html. 


it’s Agony, Aunt 


It is said that most men, when they 
pick up their feminine partner’s 
Cosmopolitan or even Just Sev-en- 
teen, look first at the sexy ads then 
turn to the problem pages. That’s 
where the Agony Aunts hold forth 
on only doing IT with someone you 
love and never letting your moth- 
er’s toyboy see you in a shortie 
nightie especially if he’s just 5 feet 
tall. 

As the Internet gets more like 
everyday life in other communica- 
tions media, it shouldn’t be a sur- 
prise that those Aunts who deal in 
others’ agonies would start to ap- 
pear online. In Hot Wired, an online 
magazine, you can get in contact 
with Ask Allison. 

Amusingly, Allison comments . 
that her site gets lots of hits, 
“Because people type ‘sex’ into 
their search engines and they get 
me.” No need to get excited, folks, 
we’re sure she means online. 
Moreover Allison is by her own de- 
finition “sassy” which we take to 
mean that she doesn’t stand much 
nonsense from anyone. Yet she’s 
careful how she hands out her 
homespun wisdom “If people ask 
me really serious questions, | don’t 
answer them. | don’t want to ruin 
their lives.” No, Allison, they can 
probably be left to do that for them- 
selves. 

If you do need desperately 
someone to help out before you 
call the Samaritans - who are also 
online - you might try UK Online’s 
Email Emily. Sounds a bit down- 
market, like Eskimo Nell, doesn't 
she? 

The real person behind the 
pseudonym used to be social work- 
er and she heatedly denies being a 
“nerd... and | don’t wear an 
anorak.” Pity, Eskimo Nell would 
have done - possibly with high 
heels and suspenders. 

Email Emily specialises in “fam- 
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Ask a silly question, get a sassy answer. 


ily problems” like “My wife seems 
overfriendly with our neighbour. 
How can | find out how to be friend- 
ly with the neighbour too - she’s 5 
foot 7 inches tall and 38-24-36?” 
and other normal family conun- 
drums. 

“UK Online was looking for 
ways to appeal to women.”, says 
Emily. Which is always a good 
way to appeal to men too. Ask 
“Sassy” Allison is at 
http://www.hotwired .com/ask/ and 
you can get your problem family 
dealt with by Email Emily at emi- 
ly@ukonline.co.uk 


Gold 
Pragmatism 





In the NewsFile this month there is 
a report of Microsoft’s boss Bill 
Gates making corny statements 
about “The sleeping giant has 
awakened” and using some hip 
phrase he’s picked up about his 
company being “hard core” about 
the Internet. One of the announce- 
ments he also came out with, 
which was probably of greater sig- 
nificance than his attempt at being 
cool, was that Microsoft has signed 
licensing agreements with erst- 
while rivals Sun Microsysystems 
and Oracle. 

You might remember AUI re- 
cently reported that Oracle’s top 
honcho, Larry Ellison, clashed with 
Gates over comments that Ellison 
made predicting the imminent end 
of the PC as we know it in ex- 
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change for cheaper “Net devices” 
which would, surprise, surprise, fit 
nicely with Oracle’s famed data- 
base products. 

Now with the new agreements 
that Microsoft has made, it looks 
like Gates has decided that if he 
can’t beat them, yes please, he'll 
join up with them. In doing so, he 
announced that the new pairings 
would introduce some advanced 
products and so Microsoft would 
be, in his words “staking its claim... 
in the Internet goldrush.” 

The Intemet goldrush? Certainly 
companies like NetScape have 
proved gold mines for investors 
who got in at their launch and ma- 
de millionaires out of a select few 
programming and venture capital 
guys. But do these rare nugget- 
finders of the Superhigh-way really 
represent a profitable future mar- 
ket, or just a financial fever fad that 
will go away as quickly as the 
Californian gold rush of 1849 that 
must have triggered the thought in 
Gates’ mind? (And incidentally as 
quickly as the last year’s winning 
football team, the San Francisco 
49ers, went out of the Super Bowl 
this year.) 

What Microsoft wants is not that 
there shall be a gold rush for all to 
enjoy, but that it will sweep up the 
shining dust by the bucket full and 
block out anyone else from staking 
their claim. Gates said that Micro- 
soft would “support and enhance” 
the Internet “by making it an inte- 
gral part of personal computing”. 
Wow, that’s a new idea isn’t it? 





To back up the “support and en- 
hancement” Gates demonstrated 
an add-on product designed to 
work with Windows 95 that, he 
claimed, will enable PC users to 
access to information on the Internet 
as easily as calling up a file from 
their own system. It will also, he 
added, allow press button tele- 
phone calls for voice or data over 
the Internet. This piece of software 
which will also, he said, mean two 
PC users can collaborate using the 
Internet without needing a LAN. He 
stated itwill made available free to 
Windows 95 users during this year. 

Doubtless with the gold piling up 
in his mind, Gates also announced 
that Microsoft Office, the most suc- 
cessful suite of programs on the 
PC, would also include Internet ac- 
cess among its applications and 
significantly, a future version of 
Windows, expected in 1997 - what 
about Windows 96? - would offer 
an “Internet-style user interface 
probably meaning that Windows it- 
self will take on the appearance of 
an Internet browser. That’s certain- 
ly joining them, isn’t it? 

While the awakening of the sle- 
eping giant to become hard core 
about a gold rush may sound great 
to Gates, though to others it might 
sound as if he needs a new speech 
writer, what it really seems to mean 
is a climb down by the arrogant 
Microsoft from trying to impose 
their view of how the world of com- 
puting should move forward. It indi- 
cates that Microsoft has changed 
from propounding relentlessly the 





primacy of the PC and hence 
Microsoft’s big-selling Windows- 
based products to accepting that 
the Internet, by connecting up peo- 
ple, to some extent eliminates the 
need for individual computer own- 
ers to hold, or pay for, expensive 
and underused software or even 
hardware. 

Users on the Net can share 
more powertul facilities in the same 
way that we don’t have to own pri- 
vate message deliverers with sta- 
bles of horses, or even motor 
bikes, or planes, when the Post 
Office or courier services will bear 
the major costs if we pay for what, 
and when, we need to use the 
services. 

There is also another aspect of 
the Microsoft “pragmatism”, in 
which it is really saying that it just 
hasn’t been able to keep up with 
other companies in developing 
software that has grabbed the in- 
terest of the multiplying users of 
the Internet. By licensing techno- 
logy developed by its rivals, 
Microsoft has relieved the fears of 
the computing industry of a battle 
of standards for the Internet which 
could have left the whole Online 
world in trouble trying to sort out 
which technology to go for. 

One characteristic that Bill 
Gates and Microsoft have always 
shown is the ability to eat their 
words and smile - and come up 
with profits - while chewing them. 
And no-one can deny that they 
have been phenomenally success- 
ful on such a diet and they will 
probably go on being so this time - 
if they can avoid, in the awakening 
process, breaking their teeth on the 
very hard core gold nuggets. 


And Finalily.. 


It's getting bigger and bigger.. 
CompuServe - yes, sir we will take 
it all off - has announced that it has 
now 500,000 subscribers in 
Europe and its UK members total 
200,000. And CompuServe says it 
plans to double those numbers 
over the next twelve months. 

Could it be we’re in at the be- 
ginning of something big happen- 
ing, Netfolks? AU/ 
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STAR TRESS collectable Mercury Phone Cards gach showing a S¢parate image 
Mercurycard Collection taken from the Original Seri¢s through to Generations. 








Although phonecards are a relatively 
STAR TREK | new form of collectable, their popularity 
has made them the fastest growing 
collectors’ market in the world. Virtually 
guaranteging the rapidly increasing 
y | CLI A: Co mencenrecanD value of gach card. This offer is the 
$3101 USS. Enterprise NCC-1701-D last time these cards will be sold at 
: sit lr £8.99, to obtain them at a future date 
may well cost in excess of £20 gach. 
We look forward to being of 
assistancc¢. 
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Please send me The Star Trek® 
phonecards as listed below. | enclose. A 
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Lt. Cdr. Scott 

Lt. Sulu 

Lt. Uhura 

Ensign Chekov 
Yeoman Janice Rand 
Klingon Battle Cruiser 
Enterprise NCC-I701-D 
Shutticpod 

Captain Picard 
Commander Riker 
Doctor Crusher 

Lt. Cdr. Data 
Counsellor Troi 
Ltd.Cdr.LaForge 
Lt.Worf 

Guinan 

Romulan Warbird 
Ferengi Marauder 
Klingon Attack Cruiser 
Borg Ship 

Ferengi 

Borg 

Q 

Cardassians 

Klingon 

Romulan 
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across, Infinite Frontiers or any of 

their work, then may | ask from 
which planet have you materialised? 
(Let me know as | might have had 
dealings with you in the past!) 

Strictly for the benefit of those with 
an alien disposition - Infinite Frontiers 
is responsible for anumber of Science 
Fiction related disks, mainly consist- 
ing of, but not restricted to, Star Trek 
related material. The actual disks can 
range from simple slideshows to rather 
comprehensive disk magazines. 

On the subject of comprehensive 
disk magazines, one does suddenly 
“beam” to mind, it goes by the name of 
Final Frontier. This disk mag is cre- 
ated by Star Trek fans for Star Trek 
fans. Final Frontier contains a whole 
plethora of Star Trek (and not so Star 
Trek) related information. This includes 
editorial, music modules, stunning ray 
traced and hand drawn images, and 
plenty of other stuff besides to keep 
you amused for hours. 


f you have not heard of, or come 


Licht Years 
Ahead 


Some of the graphics on the disks are 
utterly amazing, as most of the im- 
ages were generated in Lightwave - 
the utterly brilliant Amiga graphics 
package. All the astonishingly com- 
plex objects as well as the realistic 
textures were designed by the Infinite 
Frontiers artists, usually from scratch. 
| am pretty sure that you will agree 
that this is good stuff after seeing some 
of their artwork - unless you can do 
better. In which case contact them this 
instant. In fact, you can almost mistake 
portions of the artwork for Babylon 5 
images (which were also created on 
the much laughed at and pooh-poohed 
computer we call the Amiga). 

Now that is what is so unique 
about Infinite Frontiers. All the work 
they have done to date, which in- 
cludes the graphics, music, text, and 
so on, was all produced on the Amiga 
and there is no talk of porting the work 
onto other platforms. Although it is 
possible to do so. 

lt may come as a Surprise to learn 
that some people were so impressed 
by the content of the various disks that 
they actually went out and bought an 
Amiga specifically to make use some 
of the software offerings Infinite Fron- 
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Amiga graphics creatable with the amazing Lightwave. 
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tiers had produced. All this because it 
was made exclusive to the much ac- 
claimed Amiga. If anything, that goes 
to prove software does undoubtedly 
sell hardware. 

The question you may be asking 
is “So who is behind this mysterious 
Infinite Frontiers?” 

Infinite Frontiers was set up by 
Star Trek enthusiast Simon Plumbe 
back in 1990. He acquired a shiny 
new B2000 for a cool £1500, having 
just upgraded from the legendary 
Commodore 64 - the best selling and 
most successful home computer ever 
created by mere earthlings.” 

Impressed with this new machine's 
capabilities he set out in his quest to 
do something really interesting and 
exciting on his machine. It was about 
November that very year when Simon 


Plumbe looked up to the stars, to find 
his inspiration, and from that day he 
set about laying the foundations for 
Infinite Frontiers. 


Contacting 
Tobias Richter 


Within a couple of months, the team 
consisted of 3 people. Simon Plumbe, 
Colin Gunn, and Tobias Richter. Get- 
ting into contact with these people 
was due mostly to luck and spin-offs, 
he saw an advert from Tobias placed 
on one of his famous Star Trek anima- 
tion disks. 

Looking for some interesting 
projects on which to embark, Simon 
Plumbe responded to that ad. Expect- 
ing no reply, he was quite surprised 
(and over the moon) when Tobias 
Richter was interested. 

Even from the early stages, Infi- 
nite Frontier had at their disposal a 
talented group of people, and now 
has this expanded to twenty-four indi- 
viduals from four different countries. 
Infinite Frontiers operates on a non- 
profit basis. Their philosophy is a sim- 
ple yet important one. 

* Thou shall not make profit, but 
spread the good works. 

* The almighty Amiga must be 
promoted giving it all manner of credit. 

Public Domain companies may 
not distribute any of their stuff without 
becoming an official distributor. In 
which case, the PD library buys mas- 
ter disks and official Infinite Frontiers 
labels. Thus giving them some sort of 
quality control. All proceeds gener- 
ated this way go directly back into 
Infinite Frontiers to keep it going. 

The incentives for the people work- 
ing behind the scenes are fame and 
experience, as this is the very stuff 
that has enabled some 60% of the 
people involved to turn professional. 


Amiga Demo 


At present Infinite Frontiers has pro- 
duced about 57 disks and 60 more are 
planned for the next year - a lot of 
work. Currently Infinite Frontiers is 
working with Amiga Technologies for 
an official Amiga Demo. At present 
little is known aboutit, but one thing for 
sure, it will be an AGA demo - as the 
entry level machine is now the A1200. 
If you do not already have access 
to AGA, stop reading, go out and buy 
an AGA based machine. The demo 
will do all the usual stuff such as show 
the world what a conspicuous, but 
bewildering machine the Amiga truly 
is by means of the “exposure” of its 
own absurdly powerful chipset. 
Infinite Frontiers is also planning 
to release a CD with their entire collec- 
tion of work. This includes the Star Trek 
magazine - Final Frontier, Amiga Maga- 
zine - Energy, Illusions and Holodecks 
. Slideshow, music modules, Imagine 
objects, as well as other things. 
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The disks supportall Amigas, from 
the now obsolete Kickstart 1.2, to the 
not so obsolete Kickstart 3.1. So there 
should be no compatibility problems. 
Infinite Frontiers also claims to be the 
first to distribute software on the high 
density floppy disk, (nothing amazing 
as far as the rest of the world is con- 
cerned, but something to write home 
about on the Amiga circuit). Now that 
is fine if you have an A4000 or a high 
density drive, but “infinitely” frustrat- 
ing if you do not. 


Gathering 


Aside from the Amiga, Infinite Fron- 
tiers provides information services, so 
if you want to know what a Klingon 
eats for lunch, or when a Borg goes to 
sleep, your questions will be answered. 
Furthermore they are organising a 
Star Trek convention which will take 
place on 10th - 11th August 1996 at 
the Britannia Hotel, Birmingham. Ap- 
parently, Europe’s meeting place for 
those of you who do not yet know. 
This event will give you the chance 
to meet some of the team and gener- 
ally enjoy yourself. At the Delta Quad- 
rant ‘96 Star Trek convention (flash 
name or what?) you can enjoy a disco, 
guest talks, the very latest episodes, a 
charity auction (in aid of the Terrence 
Higgins Trust), other special events 
and, of course, a dealers room. Con- 
firmed guests are Tim Gaskill of the 
Official Star Trek Fan Club of the UK 
and Robert Hollocks of CIC Video. AU/ 


Registration rates (per person for 
the entire weekend): 

Under 5 years 

FREE 

6 to 14 years £25 

5S yearsandover £35 

For more details and an 
application form, contact 

Simon Plumbe. 











Infinite Frontiers Conventions (AUI) 
PO 8066 

Great Barr 

Birmingham B43 5ST 

Tel. 0860 948 296 (mobile) 










Infinite Frontiers is making AU/ 
readers a special offer on some 
of their stuff: 
Software | 
The Final Frontiers #9 .... £4.00 
HOIOGECK #6 aici... 

se £8.50 
Audio CD/Tapes 


Allister Brimble 
Team 17 Works (Tape) . £3.49 
_ Sounds Digital (CD......... 
Or DOW fOr. ae £10.50 
Bjom Lynne 
Montage (CD) ................. £9.99 
Hobbits & Spaceships (CD) ..... 
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With the Ssquirrel 
YIP€G and the 
CD32 + DVC, there 
is no reason why 
Axmiga owners, 
many of whom are 
sure to be SStar 
Trek fans too, 
should not take 
advantage of all the 
movies that Philips 
have promoted for 
CD-i. These are of 
the universal 
“Whitebool’ 
standard and so are 
also viewable on 
other platforms 
which have [YIPEG. 
All these SStar 
Trek films were 
reviewed using a 
CD32 with Digital 
Video Cartridge. 


in The Beginning 


After years of complaints from Star 
Trek fans around the world over the 
cancellation of the original television 
series, itwas decided by Paramount 
Pictures to resurrect the original crew 
for a cinematic outing. And why 
not? As Barry Norman would say, 
for there was evidence to suggest 
that the fans would flock to see the 
film, and that there was a new 
dimension of money to be made by 
cashing in on the success of Star 
Wars and its clones. 


eat AUI ¢ MARCH 1996 


THE CD MOVIES 


| The Motion Pictured (1979) “U’ * 


Star Trek - The Motion Picture came 
into being in 1979 with the original 
crew of Kirk and co., plus the shaven 
headed Persis Knhambatta in her first 
film. The story opens with a 
spectacular sequence as three Klingon 
battle cruisers attack a mysterious 
nebulous ‘cloud’ advancing towards 
Federation space, and eventually on 
towards Earth itself. 

Of course, the only ship able to 


Il. 


The next three films are, in effect, one, 
as they neatly dovetail to provide what 
are arguably the best films in the se- 
ries. Kirk, now an admiral, is aboard 
the Enterprise which is captained by 
Spock for a training mission. Obvi- 
ously the vessel is now rather too old 
to be Starfleet’s flagship, so it is now 
playing a secondary role in the fleet's 
battle order. 

Meanwhile, somewhere in the far 
reaches of the Galaxy, an old flame of 
Kirk’s Dr. Marcus, by whom he had a 


defend Earth is the newly refurbished 
NCC 1701, the Enterprise, and we 
see Kirk at Starfleet headquarters 
meeting newcrew members. As usual, 
if you see completely new crew 
members in Star Trek, you can be 
sure that they are going to get killed 
off. Which they promptly do. 

In the case of Miss Khambatta, 
she gets zapped by the inquisitive 
‘alien’, while her love interest Decker, 


son, is preparing for an experiment of 
immense proportions. The plan is to 
instantly terraform a dead world by 
using the Genesis device. The USS 
Reliant is searching for such a world 
when it comes across Ceti Alpha V. 
Commander Chekov beams down to 
the planet to ensure it is a dead world, 
when he comes across relics from the 
SS Botany Bay, a prison ship first 
encountered by Kirkin the TV episode 
‘Space Seed’. 

Chekov recognises the danger, 


The Motion Picture: Too baldly go... 
Persis Khambatta leads the way. 





played by Stephen Collins, loses his 
earthly body right at the finale of this 
rather overlong film. And when you do 
get to the end you realise that this 
whole experience has_ been 
extrapolated from an episode (The 
Changeling) of the original TV series. 
Oh, well. One supposes there is nothing 
new, not only under the sun, but also in 
the cold dark universe too - at least the 
TV/movie business universe. 


457 KK 


butis too late to stop his ship’s capture 
and the subsequent theft of the Gen- 
esis device by the ruthless renegade 
Khan - a genetically enhanced prod- 
uct from Earth’s past. Khan plans his 
revenge on Kirk by luring him to the 
Genesis project headquarters on the 
space station Regula 1. 

After a surprise attack, the Enter- 
prise suffers severe damage and has 
to limp into a nearby nebula to even 
the odds against the slightly superior 
Reliant. Here all sensors are useless 


ie 


r€é- ¥ 
Search for Spock: McCoy is in two minds about returning to the Genesis planet. 


The title posed a bit of a conundrum for Trek fans who had seen one of 
their favourite characters killed off. How could there be a search for 
Spock? 

In the moments prior to saving the Enterprise at the end off the last 
film. Spock had entrusted his ‘soul’ to Dr. McCoy knowing that he was 
about to die. Unfortunately it was decided to ‘bury’ Spock’s body on the 
newly formed planet instead of returning it to his home world of Vulcan for 
religious rituals to take place. Careless of them, wasn’t it? 

With Spock’s body and spirit separated, Kirk endeavours, by stealing 
the Enterprise, to return to the now closed world of Genesis to retrieve 
Spock’s body for his family. Meanwhile Dr. Marcus junior and Lt. Saavik 
are carrying out research on the new planet and discover a regenerated, 
courtesy of the Genesis effect, but mindless Spock. Aha, he must have 
negotiated a new contract with the producers. 

The Klingons are after Genesis too, and they get to the scientists first. 
Kirk’s son is killed and the Enterprise is further damaged after being in 
battle with the Klingon Bird of Prey orbiting the planet. Using a clever ruse 
Kirk tricks the Klingons into boarding the about to self-destruct Enterprise, 
while he takes over their ship. 


and Kirk wins the war us- 
ing his skill and experi- 
ence. Of course he does! 
The defeated Khanat- & 
tempts a final attack by &@ 
Suicidally detonating the Ex 
Genesis device in prox- 
imity to the Enterprise. The 
crippled starship only es- 
capes in time when Cap- 
tain Spock sacrifices his 
life to restore warp power = ' sakaesse 
to the stricken vessel. His Wrath of Khan: Khan’t we talk this over man to man? 
irradiated body is then des- 
patched to the newly formed planet 
created by the Genesis device from the 
nebula. Was that ultrarational charac- 


ter, who had influenced so many of 
us, to be written out of the Enterpris- 
ing universe? 


V. 
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With Spock restored - doubtless with a high percentage of the gross take, 


the core crew of the Enterprise return to Earth in the Klingon vessel to face 
a court martial. Meanwhile a gigantic probe from an unknown civilization is 
bombarding the Earth with a strange radio signal so powerful that it is 
disrupting the weather, communications, and all power sources. 

The crew, of course, decode the signal and realise that is the song of 
humpback whales that are long since extinct. To save the Earth Kirk and 
co must journey back in time to the 20th. century and rescue two whales to 
save the future. : 

Which they do. All charges are dropped except the one of insubordination 
and Kirk is demoted to the rank of captain. Less pension too... The demotion 
means he can now resume a career in space instead of flying a desk, so 
he is put in charge of another Enterprise. We assume this is a renamed 


‘R 1589) ‘PG 


Spock’s half-brother turns up on the planet of Galactic Peace and causes 
revolution. His gang take hostage the ambassadors from the Federation 
and the Klingon and Romulan Empires. He does this to lure a ship to the 
god-forsaken planet so that he can get himself and his quasi-religious gang 
off to the centre of the galaxy to find Eden, as in The Garden of. 

As Trek luck would have it, the Enterprise is the only ship in the area at 
the time. Kirk mounts a rescue mission only to find, too late, that the 
hostages have become compatriots. The Enterprise is commandeered and 
Zips off to the barrier that protects the fabled planet. Meanwhile a Klingon 
vessel had also been dispatched to rescue the hostages, but thwarted in 
their mission the commander of this vessel sees an opportunity to tackle the 
Enterprise and its Captain. 

Eden turns out to be a desolate wasteland and God, a being that has 
been imprisoned for millennia for our own good. Oops! While everyone on 
the Enterprise is preoccupied with the battle of wits on the planet’s surface, 
the Klingons creep up from behind. 

After a lot of shouting and 
explosions, the Klingons even- 
tually hear from their ambas- 
sador on the Enterprise, and are 
told to assist in the destruction of 
the bad being. They comply, the 
bad being is dispatched along 
with Spock’s semi-sibling, and 
nearly everybody lives happily 
ever after. Spaced out, you might 




















The Final Frontier: All for one and one 
for all. Spock’s half-brother stands out 
from the crowd. 
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THE MOVIES continued 


VI. THe UWnoiscovereo GCountry 
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Ina parallel to the collapse of the Soviet Union - a military state that could 
not afford to keep itself going, the Enterprise and Kirk are asked to lead 
a mission so that peace can be brokered between the failing Klingon 
Empire and the Federation. 

While negotiations are taking place, the Klingon leader, played by 
David Warner, being English a frequent villain in Hollywood epics, both 
in SF and down-to-earth fantasy - the Federation ambassador in Star 
Trek V, is assassinated by two Federation agents while the Enterprise 
fires on his ship. 

There is much puzzlement during this attack as no-one on the 
Enterprise knows who is ordering the firing of the weapons or whether 
the weapons are being fired. Kirk and Dr. McCoy beam over to help out, 
are charged with the dirty deeds, and are returned to the Gi tate fea) 
homeworld to face trial. 

Spock leads an investigation into what has happened, but Kirk and 
McCoy, defended by actor Michael Dorn who plays Lt. Worf in the Next 
Generation TV series, are found guilty and sentenced to a lifetime of 
mining dilithium crystals on a frozen planet. Home Secretary Michael 
Tey Flac micelelcemareme(eltle)@-le)e)cehU-Melm-leleameltlaliaii-iiite 

Spock finds a number of clues that point to a traitor on the Enterprise 
and that a hidden ship was responsible for the shots fired at the Klingon 
leader’s vessel. Meanwhile Kirk and McCoy escape too easily for his 
liking with the help of a shapeshifter, no not an Amiga/Mac emulator but 
a being often in the guise of the supermodel Imam. Cor! 

Kirk realises that he and McCoy are expected to conveniently 
disappear and manages to confuse their Klingon intended assassins 
just long enough for Spock to beam them off the prison planet. Beam us 
up, Spockie! 

The traitor is unmasked and the Enterprise warps to the peace 
conference in time to save the Federation and Klingon leaders from 
certain death at the hands of rebel Federation, Romulan, and Klingon 
agents. They feared what the future might hold for them if the current 
balance of power is upset. Don’t we all? 



























































V\l. Generations (1995) “PG’ ** 


Enterprise Mk.2 was severely damaged at the end of Star Trek VI, so the vessel 
was decommisioned into razor blades. A new ship is built, the NCC 1701-B, 
and named - well, what shall we call it... yes, you’re right, it could only be... the 
Enterprise. In deference to this occasion, Kirk and co are aboard the maiden 
flight as guests of honour and get a possibly unexpected extra pay cheque. 

While flitting around the solar system a distress call is received and the new 
Enterprise warps off to rescue a shipload of refugees from an energy field 
called the Nexus. Unfortunately the new crew are a bit green when it comes to 
dealing with emergencies, so Kirk helps out. This leads to his apparent demise. 
There’s always one space flight to many for all of us, isn’t there? 

Among the refugees rescued are a Dr. Soran, and Guinan - played by 
Whoopi Goldberg - a real Klingon-terrifier her - who is a regular on the Next 
Generation TV series. 

Seventy-eight years later the Next Generation Enterprise, NCC 1701-D, 
investigates an attack on a research space station by Romulans. The only 
survivor is a Dr. Soran. 

In asecret lab on the space station Dr. Soran initiates the destruction of a 
nearby star and escapes on a renegade Klingon vessel to the planet Viridian 
lll. The Enterprise follows after Captain Picard and Data determine Dr. Soran’s — 
plans. a 
Having been in the Nexus once, Dr. Soran wishes to return, for the Nexus 
is really a gateway to a heaven where you can re-live the good things in life, like - 
the time when the Amiga was a world leader. Unfortunately, to return to the 
Nexus Soran must destroy the Viridian star and, therefore, all life on the fourth 
planet in that system. | 

Picard attempts to stop Soran but fails. The Viridian system, and the 
Enterprise, is destroyed in the supernova type explosion. Picard and Soran are 
swept into the passing Nexus. 

In his fantasy Picard meets Guinan who tells him he can escape at any 
time. Time being the operative word here. He asks her to help him stop Soran 
if he can go back to the point just before the bad doctor launches his star-buster. 

Guinan cannot help as she is merely an ‘echo’, but she knows a man who 
can... Picard is introduced to Kirk, who was swept into the Nexus when part of 
the Enterprise-B was evaporated. Kirk agrees to return with Picard to the 
excitement of the real world. Must have gone silly in his old age. 

Soran is defeated, but Kirk dies in the struggle. The Universe is saved, and 
we can expect no more films based on the old (classic) Star Trek series and 
crew. Or can we? Nonetheless, The Next Generation has taken over and they 
will steer us boldly into the ever uncertain future of this expanding universe. 

Live long and prosper in peace all you who share and enjoy the neverending 
and ever eventful Trek to the Stars. 


Things you ought to 
l<now... 


The Collectable 
Card Game 


As well as the variety of computer 
games available based on the classic 
series, there is now acard game using 
characters and equipment from the 
Next Generation universe. 





The two player game involves each 
person having a deck of sixty cards. 
From these packs mission, event, 
artifact, dilemma, equipment, and 
characters from the Federation, Klingon 
or Romulan Empires, and Neutrals like 
the Ferengi, are drawn. Each event or 
dilemma posed by your opponent 
needs to be solved by playing the 
character with the right skills, and or 
appropriate piece of equipment. 

The sets are manufactured by 
Decipher Inc. of Norfolk, Carolina, and 
are about £6 for the initial starter deck 
of sixty. Additional packs of roughly a 
dozen cards, ‘booster kits’, can be 
bought for £2 or less. 
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These packs contain common, 
uncommon, and rare cards. These can 
include the starship Enterprise itself, or 
Capt. Jean Luc Picard. It has been 
known for such rare cards to change 
hands amongcollectors for £50 or more, 
especially ifthe card is from the ‘Limited 
Edition’ set. 

For more information contact 
Just Games Ltd. of 71 Brewer Street, 
London W1 3FB. Tel. 0171 734 6124 
Fax. 0171 437 4541 


The Exhibition 


You've still got time to get to London’s 
Science Museum for ‘Star Trek - The 
Exhibition’. Originally scheduled to end 
on the 25th. of February. This exciting 
experience has been extended to 
Sunday March 10th. 

Among the exhibits from the films 
and TV series you will discover uniforms 
that were worn by Leonard Nimoy (Mr. 
Spock) and William Shatner (Capt. 
Kirk). Various bits of hardware, such as 
Dr. McCoy’s medical kit, a Tricorder, 
and a communicator. As well as full 
sized sets and scale models of the 
spacecraft. 

The Science Museum, Exhibition 
Road, London SW7 2DD 

Tel. 0171 9388 8080 

Web page: http:/www.nmsi.ac.uk 


Admission prices: 

Adults - £4.95 

nder 17s, OAPs, Students, UB40s - 
£2.50 


The Fonts 


The special fonts used in this feature 
were kindly supplied by E.M. 
Computergraphic of 8 Edith Road, 
Clacton-On-Sea, Essex CO15 1JU. 
Tel.01255 431389 Fax. 01255 428666 

As well as those used here, E.M.C. 
also do sets that would be familiar to 
Mr. Worf the Klingon, and Natasha 
Yars Romulan daughter. Priced at 
£29.99 the set, they are available ina 
variety of formats. 


The Science 


Star Trek’s creator, Gene Roddenbury, 
insisted that the series was based on 
scientific fact. Consequently much of 
what you see in the original series has 
either become commonplace today, or 
may do so in the future. 

Recently scientists in Sweden 
managed to created several atoms of 
anti-hydrogen - antimatter, which is used 
to power the giant starships in the Star 
Trek universe. ‘ 


Even Mr. Spock’s Tricorderhas now 
become science fact as Vital 
Technologies Corporation of Bolton, 
Canada, have made one called a 
TR-107. 

Although notas versatile as that one 
used in the TV series, the TR-107 
Tricorder can measure atmospheric 
temperature and pressure, electro- 
magnetic fields, light and colour, and 
communicate with other computers. 
Yours for only CAN$500. 

Dr. McCoy's diagnostic bed is under 
development, and the famous ‘flip-top’ 
communicator has evolved into today’s 
mobile phones. 

Luckily Phasers are still science- 
fiction, but both time travel, faster than 
light travel, and matter transportation 
have been seriously considered by the 
trendy scientific establishment, and 
found to be plausible. 


The Trademarks 


Star Trek and Star Trek: The Next 
Generation are registered trademarks 
of Paramount Pictures. In fact most of 
the names and things seen in the films 
and series have been protected either 
by trademarks or registered designs. 





Those kind people at Chroma are giving away a copy of 
DataChrome to the first 30 new subscribers to AUI. Pay just £39 
and not only will you have your own personal copy of AUI 
delivered direct to your door every month but we will also send 
you a copy of DataChrome (worth £29.99) ABSOLUTELY FREE. 








DataChrome is an amazing new utility which loads non-standard 
graphics directly into IFF-only packages. It will change the way 
you use your Amiga and soon you’ill be able to: 


® Import Mac graphics into Final Copy and Final Writer 
® Load JPEG graphics directly into DPaint 

© Access GIF files from CD ROM straight into Scala 

® Load PCX Art into ordinary Amos programs 


* View Windows Bitmap and Icon files in Dir Utilities 


Machine requirements: 
DataChrome requires a 
WB3.0 (or later). Extra 7 "oa I Bp bataChrone Is Working 
memory and hard drive are |. MB width: e236 
recommended. Datatypes , Vee Epa ay 

are included for loading 
JPEG, GIF, PCX, WINBMP, WIN 
ICO, MACPAINT. Compatible 
with CLOANTO’s PNG 


Datatype (not supplied). 
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014354 620070 


(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and quote reference HDH5. 


We regret that this offer is only open to new UK subscribers on a first come first served basis. The free 
gift will be sent under separate cover to the first 30 people who pay for a subscription by calling our 
Credit Card Hotline. So call right now! 
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Dear AUI, 

My set up is: A1200, external 
drive, Overdrive 170Mb hard 
drive, Zappo CD Drive, 
Panasonic KX P1082 printer. 

The problem | have is with 
transferring files from CD to 
hard drive, since both the 
Zappo CD and the Overdrive HD 
plug into the PIGMIES 
(PCMCIA? - Ed.) slot. | was 
planning to buy my mate’s 
40Mb 3.5 PC IDE HD (a Conner). 

The plan was to use the 
Conner HD as temporary space 
for transferring files from CD to 
my Overdrive. 

My problem/question is, are 
the ports/leads connections for 
a PC IDE drive the same as the 
connections etc. on the Amiga 
and, if they are compatible, 
what needs doing to install the 
Conner (i.e. which tools, 
programs, etc. do | need)? 

With the external drive, 
internal HD, and the Zappo 
CD/Overdrive, | have a feeling 
that the standard A1200 
powerbrick may be overworked. 
Will an AC/DC power adaptor 
(the little black things with the 
plug built-in) for the 
Overdrive/Zappo sort any 
power problems out? 

Paul Favell 
Boston 
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That master of the 





the Amiga, Andy Eskelson, Guru 
of the groundbreaking question 
and answer, is here again with 
the magic response wand to 
wave over and waft away your 


problems and perplexities of a 
technological nature. 





Dear Paul, 

The A1200 is set up internally to 
take 2.5 inch drives, not 3.5 inch. 
Some people have fitted 3.5 inch 
drives, and this sometimes 
requires the screening to be cut, 
plastic to be carved etc. It 
depends on the exact size of the 
drive to be fitted. There are new 
slimline models out now that get 
round this. HiQ has one - see the 
NewsFile pages in this AUI. 

You need an adaptor cable, 
and an HDtoolbox type program. 
As you have the Overdrive, | 
assume that you will already have 
the necessary software. A set of 
Torx screwdrivers may be required 
to get into the A1200. 

Without knowing what the spec 
on the power adaptor is, | can’t 
comment on its suitability, 
however, my experience tells me 
not to trust them at all. They tend 
to be built down to a price and are 
not really suitable for powering a 
computer. 

The A1200 supply also has 
other output voltages on it as well 
as the standard 5v, so a custom 
designed power unit is really the 
correct option to use. 


FEEDBACK 





Dear AUI, 
October issue Amiga Answers 
CCO: are you Sure... 


A1200 User manual pages 
10-20 to 10-22 Or perhaps, 
Andy, you have only ever used 
an A4000, in which case you 
just might be forgiven for not 
knowing that the PCMCIA slot is 
also known as CCO: or Credit 
Card size RAM card drive. 

Please would you 
reintroduce Q.U.A.D for all us 
assembler freaks as that used 
to be the best part, well, for me 
at least. 

Mr. C. Cannon 
Romford 


Dear Mr. C. Cannon, 

You guessed dead centre, my 
‘base’ machine is the A4000 which 
does not have a CCO: in the 
Startup or the early startup 
screens, and | totally forgot that 
there was a device allocated to 
the PCMCIA port. | know now! 
The only other thing | can say is 
that with such a substantial 
section in the A1200 manual 
dedicated to it, there is no need 
for anyone to ask what CCO: is 
now. 

Many thanks also to Mr. J. Hall 
of Stockport for pointing this out to 
me as well. | 

As for QUAD, that depends on 
the whims of Editorial. 

(Editor’s Note. Giulio, who was 
so good at coming up with all 
those Quick and Dirty tips is 
touring the USA in charge of a 
rock band! He may have his trusty 
Quad Amiga with him, but we 
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doubt it. When, if ever, he returns 
from the New World, we'll try to 
get him back into his old QUAD 
ways.) 


FEEDBACK 


Dear AUI, 

In your June issue Paul 
Millington wrote to you about a 
problem with his 
A1200/Microvitec combination. | 
am also using a Microvitec with 
my A1200 and suffering from 
the same problem, that is, 
flickering horizontal lines and 
vertical bars with ghosting text. 

These appear within a minute 
of being switched on and last 
for 10-15 minutes. Although | 
have not tried all screen modes 
they seem to occur only in 
higher screen modes such as 
Multiscan:Productivity. Other 
screen modes, such as 
PAL:Hires, are not affected. 

Unfortunately, Multiscan 
Productivity looks the best. As 
a work around | have grown 
used to switching my system 
on in advance or dropping to a 
lower screen mode for a short 
period. 

Earlier this year | contacted 
Indi, who sold me the 
Microvitec, they replaced the 
monitor (but not the leads). To 
my dismay | discovered the 


exact same problem with the 
new monitor leading me to 
conclude that it was not entirely 
the monitor, although it is sold 
as Amiga compatible. | 
subsequently contacted 
Microvitec by telephone they 
seemed disinterested and 
offered no solution. 

| am writing to you because | 
have recently discovered some 
information about this problem 
which may be significant. While 
searching the Aminet Set 1 CD 
ROM, with a keyword of 
Microvitec | found a review of 
the Microvitec 1438, which 
contained the following 
paragraphs:- 
MACHINE USED FOR TESTING 
(a Microvitec 1438) 
Standard Amiga 4000/030. 
Standard Commodore-supplied 
RGB adaptor. 

| have also hacked the C= 
monitor adaptor to fix the AGA 
banding problem. This 
hardware flaw in the AGA 
chipset causes noticeable 
vertical stripes on screens 
using the higher bandwidth 
monitors like Multiscan and 
DBLPAL. The simple fix for this, 
as posted some time ago on 
comp.sys.amiga.hardware by 
Steve Cutting (Steve 


problem might have been fixed. 
Although it could be that all 
adaptors have to be hacked. 
Perhaps many Microvitec users 
are not aware of the problem 
because they use lower screen 
modes. 
| am not connected to the 
internet so | haven’t taken this 
any further yet, but | hope to do 
so when | can get hold of the 
fix. | hope this information is of 
interest to your readers. 
Roben Lake 
Norfolk 


Dear Roben, 

Many many thanks for this hint. I'll 
also try to dig out some 
information on this mod. When | 
find it I'll post details in Amiga 
Answers. 


FEEDBACK 


Dear AUI, 

| was introduced to your 
excellent magazine when | 
bought the August issue, for the 
1942 Monitor patches on the 
SuperDisk. I, like so many other 





Cutting @ guru.apana.org.au), 
involves soldering a resistor 
into the monitor adaptor. This 
fix worked perfectly with my 
4000 and 1438 monitor. 

Although it doesn’t state that 
it is a short term effect this 
sounds like the same problem. | 
therefore suspect that I have a 
faulty or unmodified monitor 
adaptor. Assuming that my 
adaptor was supplied by 
Microvitec with the monitor then 
if Indi had replaced it the 


Amiga users, have a Microvitec 
1438 Monitor, and had almost 
come to accept the huge 
borders. | would be most 
grateful if you would put the 
border reducing utilities on the 
enclosed blank disk, and return 
it to me. The other disk contains 
a program | have written, which 
may be of some interest to you 
and your readers. 

Called ECSLaunch, it lives to 
solve the problems experienced 
by lan McCarthy (see Page 91, 


A Ul Aiices Paeaecrncere 





AUI August). Firstly, lan can 
rest assured that his monitor is 
not faulty! The ‘mangled 
interlace mess at the top of the 
screen’ lan mentions is actually 
caused by badly written 
software, such as his games, 
failing to initialise the display 
hardware properly, before 
creating their own displays. | 
have suffered (and solved) the 
same problems with many 
demos and games, but what 
gave the problem away as a 
software fault, was that the 
sound is corrupted as well! 

ECSLaunch works by 
performing the display 
initialisation that the offending 
program omits, before running 
the program itself. Please feel 
free to forward ECSLaunch to 
the SuperDisk department, 
and/or to e-mail it to lan. | can’t 
do the latter myself because | 
don’t have access to a modem. 

With regards to lan’s 
ToolManager queries: I’m 
assuming that he is using a 
Dock window, because 
Applicons and Menus shouldn’t 
prevent the screen resolution 
from being changed. The dock 
window editor has a string 
gadget into which you can enter 
a standard commodities hot key 
description. From then on, that 
hot key can be used to open 
and close the dock. 

On a final note, ToolManager 
v2.1 can be found on Fish disks 
872 and 873. Keep up the 
excellent magazine, 

Alastair Robinson 
Norfolk 


Dear Alastair, 

The monitor utilities are on their 
way to you, | hope that they will 
prove useful. Many thanks for the 
program and tips, | have passed 
the program to the SuperDisk 
compilers for evaluation. 





Dear AU/, 

| had to add this page just 
before posting this letter. It 
concerns an excellent piece of 
service from a Silica salesman, 
and a comment for an AU/ 
review. 

After reading of the AFS 
system in the October AU/I,, and 
ordering a ZIP drive, | thought | 
should really buy AFS. | called 
in a local Silica shop today, and 
they had the ‘Pro’ version, but 
not the ‘User . The salesman 


said he could get a copy sent to 
my address at no extra cost, 
and | was about to take him up 
on it when | mentioned your 
report. 

| commented on the high 
mark but also on the perceived 
problem with Personal Paint, a 
program that I use a lot. He 
called a colleague over who 
was an Amiga fan and he knew 
this chap had installed AFS on 
his Amiga at home. 

The second salesman 
immediately told me to stay well 
away from AFS. It had caused 
him considerable hard drive 
problems of great severity. | 
thanked him very much and 
shall continue no further with 
that purchase. 

| wonder if you could follow 
up these comments with 
respect to the October review. 
Obviously there are 
considerable doubts, and my 
recent experience came from 
within the trade and from 
someone who seemed to know 
his subject. If AFS is suspect, 
then it must be publicised and 
90% score questioned as soon 
as possible. 

Paul Broadbent 


Dear Paul, 
| did not write the AFS review, but 
generally the program is very 
good at what it does. However, 
and this is a very big however, it 
was and to some extent still is a 
very new program. | know the 
programmers have been working 
very hard on the system, but there 
do seem to be a lot of reports of 
niggling little bugettes on the 
mailing list. Compatibility will 
always be a big issue with a 
filesystem and this is where most 
of the problems seem to be 
coming from. 

| suppose that the bottom line 
is this, do | use AFS? The answer 
is no. | do have the pro version of 
AFS, and | will probably use it on 
the Panasonic PD optical cartridge 
when | next format one up, but for 
my hard drives, not until the disk 
recovery tools become available. 
These tools are in a early beta 
test stage at the moment. | think 
that given more time AFS will 
settle down and become a very 
good product, it has already 
proved its worth in stopping a 
4091 card corrupting drives in an 
A4000 that | know of. It is also 
very much better if you can keep a 
standard partition from which you 
can boot from. 

It is vital that any user of AFS 
keeps up to date with the various 
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releases of the program, as bugs 
are killed off quite quickly by the 
programmers. 


Dear AU, 

QuadraComposer Program 

A while ago, back in the April 95 
issue of AU/, you included the 
QuadraComposer program with 
SuperDisk No.55. | have been 
using the program for quite a 
while now and | am having 
great fun composing music with 
it. However, | cannot seem to 
find a method of sequencing 
my composed patterns, and | 
am becoming more and more 
frustrated the more | try. It is for 
this reason why | write to you. 

Just for simplicity, imagine 
that | have composed 3 
separate patterns which | call 
pattern A, B, and C using 
QuadraComposer. These three 
patterns together will eventually 
produce one song. | want the 
song to play in the following 
sequence of patterns A, B, C, A. 
How do | do it? | cannot work it 
out and the guide is of little 
help. 

| have tried using the mixing 
window option, but | do not 
understand how it functions? | 
understand that my patterns 
appear as a list in the window 
to the left. When | click on any 
number here my pattern 
appears in the main notation 
window, 1 for A, 2 for B, 3 for C, 
and so on. Understandable. 
What | don’t understand is the 
other sequence of numbers 
called positions, which appear 
on the right of the window and 
how they function? Nor do | 
understand what is supposed to 
- happen when you drag a 
pattern across to a position 
number. | presume that this 
window is where you mix 
patterns into songs, but alas 
after many hours | cannot get 
QuadraComposer to play my 
patterns in a sequence 
automatically. 

If you could help me out with 
reference to my simple 
scenario. | have called 3 
patterns A, B, and C. In the 
mixer window they are now 
listed as patterns 1, 2, and 3. 
How do ! mix these patterns 
into 1, 2, 3, 1 (A, B, C, A) and 
play my pattern compositions 
as one mixed song? 

QuadraComposer is a great 
program. Many thanks to Bo 
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Lincoln for hours of fun. But 
surely there is a simple method 
of patterns by using the 
program, otherwise any 
composition is limited to the 
maximum length of pattern 
available. 

A simple step by step tutorial 
would be very helpful indeed. 
Press this, alter that etc., etc. 
Please could you also explain 
how | would save all my 
patterns as one song which | 
could then play back using the 
excellent QuadraPlayer program 
which was included on 
Superdisk No.53. Thanks again. 

System: A1200, Workbench 
3.0, 120Mb internal hard drive, 
4Mb (2Mb RAM HAWK 
expansion no FPU) Roctec 
external floppy disc drive, 
Philips CM8833 monitor, HP 
500C printer. 

Steve Morris 
Surrey 


Dear Steve, 

I’m very sorry to say that this 
program means nothing to me. 
I’ve looked at several programs of 
this type and they all seem total 
gibberish. This is more due to my 
total lack of understanding of this 
type of music notation. I’m quite 
happy with the classic stave 
system, but this, forget it! 

l’ll ask the Editor if we can find 
someone who can write a tutorial 
of this type of program. (Sorry, 
even our faithful midi-magician 
Paul Overaa is not familiar with it - 
Ed.) | would also suggest that you 
contact the author, I’m sure that 
he knows how this is done (don't 
forget to include your registration 
fee). 

I’ve included the archive of v2 
as you might find the text 
instructions easier to follow. 

| get the impression that you 
use the mixer panel, and drag the 
parts into whatever order you 
want. 


_ COMMS 
—— 


Dear AUI, 

| am new at computers and 
have Amiga 500+ with a Hayes 
Accura 144+fax 14.4 modem. | 
have had to buy another 
modem lead as the one they 
sent was no good, as it was 9 
pins to 25 pins. Now | have a 
new lead 25 pins to 25 
male/female. | have the 
Ncomms3 software and | don’t 
know anything about it as there 
is no booklet to explain 


anything. | have the telephone 
number for Pineapple, and a 
password, and have managed 
to get on line with this operator. 
Time and money is another 
problem. | have seen a file | 
need, but don’t know how to 
download. Please, please can 
you help me. | have only just 
bought the modem as it came 
with PC software and PC 
manuals it is no good for the 
software Ncomm3. 
Paul Woods 
Lincs. 


Dear Paul, 

Ncomm3 is very good, but as with 
many PD/Shareware programs 
the documentation is supplied as 
a text file on the disk. | have put a 
copy of Ncomm3 on your disk 
which has the document files in it. 
These should enable you to get 
going. 

Generally Ncomm is very easy 
to use, and you will have to get a 
few things set up correctly before 
everything starts working. 

Starting with Ncomm, set the 
baud rate to 9600 or something 
like this at first. Hit return a couple 
of times and then type AT and 
return. You should get an OK 
message from the modem. 

You will need to set up the 
modem next. 

Check your handbook and find 
the flow control commands. You 
need to set your modem to use 
hardware flow control, this is also 
know as RTS/CTS flow control. 

Enter the commands and hit 
return. 

lf the modem does not respond 
after this setting is entered, set 
Ncomm to use RTS/CTS flow 
control as well, then things should 
Start working again. 
(Comm/handshaking menu) 

Now enter the command to 
save the modem settings, AT&W. 
Switch the modem off and then 
on, and check that the settings 
have been retained. 

Some modems have a setting 
to enable the modem to computer 
baud rate to be fixed. If your 
modem has such a setting, set it 
to the highest speed that the 
modem and Ncomm can manage 
- 38,400 or better. Remember to 
set Ncomm to the same speed. 
Save the modem settings again 
with AT&W. 

That should be the modem 
side of things sorted out. You 
might have to fiddle with error 
correction settings, but generally 
these will be automatically set for 
you by the modem’s default 
settings. 

Ncomm needs to be set up with : 





The correct baud rate (the same 
as you set the modem 
to)Hardware (RTS/CTS) 
handshaking. 

The correct transfer protocol 
(Normally Zmodem 
Autodownload) 

The default directory is also useful 
to set up. Point this to Ram: 


That should be enough to make 
things work. 


The baud rate is set in the 
Comm/Baud rate menu 

The protocol is set in the 
Transfer/Options menu 

The default directory is set in the 
Transfer/Default directory menu 


Save the Ncomm settings from 
the System/Save config menu. 

Open up your phone book and 
check that the BBS that you want 
to access is set to the same 
settings that you have just 
entered, i.e. the baud rate, 
handshaking, etc. Remember to 
save these if you needed to 
change them. 

Reset everything and check 
that the Ncomm settings have 
remained correct. 

Dial up your BBS, and find out 
what download protocol you are 
set to. Normally it is Zmodem, but 


some systems might default to 
Xmodem. If this is the case you 
will have to change your BBS 
settings. How you do this will 
depend on the BBS, but there is 
normally a menu option to do this. 
Find the file that you want to 
download, and issue the download 
command to the BBS. Again this 
may be a BBS menu option, but it 
does vary for BBS to BBS. If you 
set Ncomm to Zmodem 
Autodownload and the BBS is 
using Zmodem Ncomm will 
automatically sense the file and 
save it to the default directory. If 
you use any othet protocol you 
first issue the download command 
to the BBS, and then set Ncomm 
to start downloading by selecting 
Transfer/download. Ncomm will 
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Zone 1 Ltd. 
PO BOX 69, The ONLY 800dpi Hand Scanner for the Amiga! 
Stone, Scanner with AlfaScan Software £89.00 
Staffordshire. with Touch-Up & Merge-It Software* 
ST15 8GH. | Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 
| with Junior OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) 
ie Ts. Separately £25.00 with scanner Add £10.00 
“max 400dpi with Full OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) 
mete Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 


ae = with MulitPass OCR* (needs HD & 4MB Memory) 
oe ae ee Separately £49.95 with scanner Add. £30.00 


Multiface III card £79.00 
AT-Bus-2008 IDE controller £69.00 
Octogon-2008 SCSI controller £129.00 
Tandem CD & IDE controller £69.00 + 
AlfaPower A500 IDE controller £99.00 


A0Q111 A-TRAIN & CONSTRUCTION SET.... 
A0071 AIR BUCKS V1.2 
A0232 ALIEN BREED SPECIAL EDITION... 
A0486 ALL TERRAIN RACER 
A0123 ANOTHER WORLD 
A0186 ARCADE POOL 

ARCHER MCLEANS POOL 

AWARD WINNERS 2 


G0004 
G0054 BALDIES 
G0052 BANSHEE 


BUBBLE & SQUEAK 
BURNING RUBBER 
BURNTIME 


BEAU JOLLY COMPILATION 
BENEATH A STEEL SKY 
BIRDS OF PREY 

BLACK CRYPT 

BODY BLOWS 

BODY BLOWS GALACTIC 
BRIAN THE LION 
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CANNON FODDER 2 its 
CHAMPIONSHIP MGR ITALIA 95....15. 
CHAMP .MGR COMPENDIUM 17. 
CLASSIC COLLECTION(DELPHINE)..19. 
CLASSIC COLLECTION (LUCAS) ‘ 
COMBAT CLASSICS 2 
COMBAT CLASSICS 3 





LORDS OF THE REALM 22 
ON THE BALL LEAGUE EDITION.... 
ON THE BALL WORLD CUP ED 

OUT TO LUNCH 


PINBALL. ILLUSIONS 
PREMIER MANAGER 3 


CURSE OF ENCHANTIA 
DAWN PATROL 






540MB £259.00 
850MB £299.00 iP 


cays Aiwa IDE Quad Speed CD-ROM 
Switeh £12.98 ACD-300 | Speed 





EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 1 for A500/500+ (requires AlfaPower v6.8 


EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 2 2 : 
£13 STEALTH PICHTER SiH city 3660 ns ae 
zs or 
FIRST ENCOUNTERS ~ Tene g¢ 4 xs) 00 (inc CD32 emulation) £249.00 
A for A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 
(inc Tandem) £199.00 
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Hard Drives for AGoo/Ai200 | 


42.5" 60MB £59.00 3.5" 420MB £449.00 


_|25"  80MB £69.00 35" saomB £459.00 
2.5" 100MB £89.00 ~~. 
2.5" 1200MB £99.00 23> 730MB £179.00 


2.5" 170MB £129.00 3.5" 850MB £199.00 
2.5" 250MB £169.00 _ 

- 2.5" 250MB £169.00 (includes instructions) 
2.5" 340MB £189.00 (and installation software) 


Ram Cards/Memory 72zpin SIMMS 


A500 512K w/o clock £20.00 2p £69.00 
A500+ IMB w/o clock £29.95 4mMB £129.00 
_ y@ A600 IMB w/o clock £29.95 gmp £269.00 
| af | A1200 2MB with clock £119.95 _. 

: Optical Mouse A1200 4MB with clock £179.95 Zip RAM 
Soo24 HUMANS 162 ; £29.95 A1200 8MB with clock £299.95 £89.95/2MB 

6 


ENGLISH (14-15 YEARS) : C0027 IMPOSSIBLE MISSION 2025 
Optical Mouse APOllo 1220 28MHz Accelerator, 


FRENCH (11-12 YEARS) ; C0065 INT’L SENSIBLE SOCCER 
FRENCH (12-13 YEARS) * C0044 JAMES POND 3 
FRENCH (13-14 YEARS) .99 C0030 JET STRIKE 
FRENCH (14-15 YEARS) : 
GCSE FRENCH” Mat Give your A1200 350% Performance 
JUNIOR COU £5.00 Includes Clock & 28MHz FPU 
1220 Bare Board £99.95 

Amiga PSU 1220with4MB Memory £224.95 
for AS00, 
A600 & A1200 
£34.95 


IMPOSSIBLE MISSION 2025 
IND.JONES FO.ATLANTIS. (ACT)... 
IND.JONES FO.ATLANTIS. (ADV)... 
IND.JONES & THE LAST CRUSADE.. 
ISHAR 3 2 ALIEN BREED SPECIAL/QWAK 
ARCADE POOL 


MORTAL KOMBAT 2 


1 
ON THE BALL LEAGUE EDITION.... 
ON THE BALL WORLD CUP ED 19 
PREMIER MANAGER 3 

PGA EUROPEAN TOUR 

PINBALL DREAMS/FANTASIES 

PIZZA TYCOON 

PROJECT X 


BUBBLE & SQUEAK 
C0023 BUMP & BURN 
C0068 CANNON FODDER 
C0066 CASTLES 2 


SENSIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER 
SHADOW FIGHTER 
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22. 
JUNIOR COUNTING (4-5 YRS).13. 
JUNIOR READING (4-5 YRS)..13.9 


= C0700 SKELETON KREW 
(>7 YEARS) ; C0008 SUBWAR 2050 
(<5 YEARS) 1 
(5-7 YEARS) 


(7-11 YEARS) : 
; COG Tok saw 6s oie ets 6r6 ols 00 Rar bb05 Cals 235. 
NODDYS BIG : C0186 ULTIMATE BODY BLOWS 
A0336 NODDYS PLAYTIME : C0802 ZOOL 2 








) 25 watt Speakers £29.95 
——® .. 240 watt Speakers £59.95 
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Mega Mouse 400 £9.95 
Mega Mouse Plus £15.95 
(Three button version with 8' cable’ 
Performance 97% A.U.I) 


All prices include VAT. Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for 
items over £30.00, £8.00 P&P for Scanners & Speakers, £10.00 P&P for next day. 


GoldenImage accepts Access, Visa, Cheques & Postal Orders. E&OE. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to change without notice. 
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then start to download the file. 
You will be automatically dropped 
back to the BBS command line 
when the download is complete. 
Ncomm can be set to do all 
sorts of things, also the facilities 
on the various BBS systems vary 
quite a bit. It does take a bit of 
time to get familiar with each 
element in the comms system, so 
be patient. It also helps to find a 
BBS that is a local call from you. 


COMMS 






Dear AUI, 
I’m a regular buyer of your 
wondrous magazine, but this is 
the first time I’ve written to you 
(so don’t laugh). My setup is as 
follows: Base A1200, 2Mb Chip 
Ram, 420Mb Overdrive hard 
drive. 

I’ve got a bit of a problem 
with AMOS Pro. I have written a 
program to connect my A1200 
to my friend’s A1200 via the 
serial port and | need to know 
how to transfer files across. I’ve 
performed all the diagnostics 


receive it on the other computer 
because | don’t know how to do 
it. Have | got to reserve a bank, 
then save it out as a file? If so, 
how do | get the information 
from the serial port? 

Please help me! When | 
finish the program, I'll send you 
a copy for your perusal and 
possible SuperDisk inclusion. 

A final point. I’m considering 
buying a Blizzard 1260 board 
for my A1200. Do you think it’s 
going to be worth it? It runs at a 
blistering 50MHz and would 
really help me, but I’m not sure 
about it because of the advent 
of RISC Amigas. Will you be 
doing a review of the Blizzard 
1260? 

Chris Haynes 
Shropshire 


Dear Chris, 

Last things first, the 1260 will 
make the A1200 fly. The RISC 
Amigas are only designers’ dream 
at the moment, there is a huge 
amount of work involved in 
actually building the prototypes let 
alone getting into full production. 
The other point is that | would 


You have got the sending side 
sorted out, but you seem to be 
fixed on the text strings. For a file 
you need to send binary data. You 
need to use the SERIAL GET 
command which will get a byte 
from the serial port. (See page 
10.04.03 in the manual) 

Once you have the byte you 
need to store it somewhere. You 
could write it directly to a file, or to 
a bank, whatever suits your 
process better. 

The next problem is how to 
tell if the data is correct, and when 
the end of the data has been 
sent. The normal system used is 
to bunch up the data into neat 
packets, and put a header on 
each one thus: 


Packet ID 
Length 
Data 


Checksum 


The first packet might contain 
more information such as 
filename, total packets to be sent, 





and actually got the two 
computers talking to each 
other, but this is as far as it 
goes. To do this, I’ve used the 
Serial Send 0 , text$ on one 
computer and used Serial 
Input$ (0) on the other. | can 
manage to send text strings 
across. 

The program has the 
makings of a real doozie, but | 
can’t manage its most basic 
function. When | try to send a 
file, | have to reserve a bank for 
it, then use Serial out 0 , 
address, length to send it the 
data. The “host” computer says 
it’s sent the file, but | cannot 
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expect the RISC machines to be 
the ‘high end’ machines and not 
cheap. 

Interesting project connecting 
two machines together. Slightly 
pointless as there are comms 
programs by the dozen that can 
do the job just as easily. Ncomm 
for one. There is another program 
called TwinExpress that will act as 
a network between two Amigas (or 
an Amiga and a PC) which is very 
easy to use. 

However, you need to consider 
several things: 

Sending Data 
Receiving Data 
Checking for errors 


real length of file and so on. The 
second and subsequent packets 
will send the file. 

If your file will fit into one bank, 
all well and good. If the file is 
bigger than the bank then you will 
have to send the file in chunks. 
The simplie method would be to 
open the file in sequential mode, 
and feed it into the serial send 
routines that way you will only 
need enough bank memory to 
hold one packet. 

When you receive the data you 
will have to strip off the control 
information and check the data. If 
the data is corrupt, you will need 
to request a re-send of the data. 


So you would send a control 
packet back to the host requesting 
a re-send. Many systems send a 
packet, and then wait for a 
positive acknowledgement before 
sending the next packet. 

The checksum could be 
anything from a simple additive 
checksum, to a 16-bit polynomial, 
depending on how secure you 
want the transmission to be. 





Dear AUI, 
| have an Amiga 500 uprated to 
1Mb. With all this talk about the 
Internet can | get this using the 
equipment | have or will | need 
further equipment? If so, what 
do | need and what will it cost? 
| read from the magazine that 
there is a subscription each 
month and the standard 
BT/Mercury phone charge. Is 
this phone charge as a normal 
phone call, that’s to say if I 
were on the Internet for 1 hour 
do | get charged as per a 1 hour 
phone call? Any information 
you can give me regarding this 
will be greatly appreciated. 

Mr. S. Legg 

Dorset 


Dear Mr. Legg, 

| responded to this same question 
a couple of issues ago, which will 
have answered most of your 
queries. 

Just to recap, for any Internet 
connection you need: 

A computer, a modem, TCP/IP 
software. This is all you need for 
very basic Internet use. | would 
also say that you need a computer 
with a hard drive. 

For the graphical interface you 
need an http browser program. 

There are other programs that 
you will need such as a mail 
program and newsreader if you 
intend to use The Internet for e- 
mail and Usenet. 

For the Amiga you need: 
Workbench 3, AmiTCP, Amosaic, 
and MUI This will give you the 
basic services and the graphical 
‘web’ browser. 

There are shareware versions 
of all of the programs, so you can 
try before you buy, with the 
exception of Workbench 3 which 
you will need an upgrade pack if 
you do not already have one. 

Modems are many, costing 
between £100 & £500 depending 
on make, speed, colour of case, 
etc. 


Your service provider will 
charge you in various ways. Some 
charge a monthly fee and allow 
unlimited access, others have a 
minimum fee and give you a 
number of hours for that, and 
charge anything above that at a 
price per minute. 

The phone cannot tell one type 
of call from another so you get 
charged exactly the same as if it 
were a normal phone call. Try to 
find a local POP - Point of 
Presence. Be warned | have seen 
one Internet provider using a 
premium rate number. 


ea 
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Dear AU/ 

If you have booted with this 
disk, then you are reading this 
file using my own font design. 
Also on this disk in the 
directory BootPics, you will find 
four picture files in GIF format 
for use in the startup-sequence. 

Now on to the reason I’ve 
sent you these little goodies. 
Having Picboot on my hard 
drive, and a Power Computing 
High Density drive as df1:, | 
naturally have to run the 
program HighDensityPatch in 
my User-startup. However, 
since RAM is precious, | don’t 
switch on df1: or df2: unless 
absolutely necessary, and the 
patch uses about 30k of chip 
ram, | wanted a script that 
would test for the device df1:, 
and if mounted run the patch, 
but if not then do nothing. 

Hence HighDensity 
Patch.rexx which you’ll find on 
disk. Now this actually works 
fine, it does the job it was 
written for, but in the CLI it 
returns an error (code 42) 
unmatched parentheses line 2, 
although the parentheses are 
matched, at least | can’t see any 
disparity. 

Anyway it works, but I just 
don’t like getting error 
messages and I’d like to clean it 
up. Would you take a look at the 
code and advise me if, in any 
way | can do the job any better? 

| did try using AmigaDOS at 
first, though as you probably 
know, this method puts up a 
system requester (please insert 
df1: in any drive). Obviously 
while using Picboot this meant 
that my lovely bootpic was 
interrupted, which just wasn’t 
acceptable. So | turned to 
ARexx with the pragma 


command to get round the 
requester and as | said, it works 
but!!! 
Steve Dyball 
Great Yarmouth 


Dear Steve, 

Your problem is a space. Don’t put 
spaces before the parentheses in 
commands. Here is an AmigaDos 
script and your rexx script that 
does the job. (I’ve just used echos 
and say rather than activate a 
command. 


; AmigaDos script to check for df1: 
assign df1: exists >nil: 


if warn 

echo “not here today bub” 
else 

echo “he’s here” 
endif 


/* HighDensityPatch.rexx */ 
call pragma(‘W’,’n’) 
Exists(‘df1:’) 

say ‘not here today bub’ 
call pragma(‘W’) 





Dear AU, 

Thanks once again for a fab 
mag, It’s nice to have plenty of 
little enhancements to my ever 
expanding Workbench coming 
along each month on your 
disks. I'll soon need 8Mb just to 
boot up like a certain well 
known ‘personal computer’ | am 
forced to wrestle with at work 
each day. 

| was a bit disappointed that 
TolleUhr, the ‘neat analogue 
clock’ which should have been 
on disk 68 October 95 doesn’t 
seem to be on mine! Am | 
alone? | suspect that | am not 
and by the time this letter gets 
printed (IF!!), you will have 
found out and dealt with this 
omission and | will look a little 
daft! Never mind eh? 

However, the reason for my 
writing is not to bandy about 
odious amounts of praise 
however justified, but to ask a 
question. | am as | type, 
formatting one of the one 
hundred shiny new disks | 
bought today. This is a tedious 
task at the best of times, made 
still worse by the constant 
repetition of criteria required to 
avoid OFS disks with a trashcan 
and no directory cache. Please 
tell me that I’m a pilchard and 
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that you can alter the default 
format mode to something more 
modern. 

That’s it, that simple! And 
another six disks formatted 
while | type it. | am, of course, 
thinking “WOW isn’t multi 
tasking wonderful”, you on the 
other hand are more on the 
lines of “Crikey, how the hell 
would we get this mag out 
monthly with him at the 
keyboard!” 

Lindsay Webb 
Bristol 


Dear Lindsay, 
TolleUhr is in the g archive on disk 
68. 

There does not seem to be a 
preferences setting or any other 
such like facility for the format 
program. However, that’s what the 
Shell is all about. It is dead easy to 
create your own format command 
from the shell. 

Format drive df0: name 
anyname FFS noicons dircache is 
the command to use. 

You might find this a bit 
cumbersome, but there are three 
options open to you. You can type 
the command in once and then 
use the shell history buffer to 
repeat the command (press up 
arrow) or you could create a small 
script file and just run that. The 
third would be to create a script 
and then run it via Iconx giving 


you your own customised forma 
command. 





——— 


Dear AUI, 
May | firstly compliment you on 
a super magazine. Everything 
about the mag is great, so keep 
up the good work. My system 
consists of an A1200 with 85Mb 
hard drive, 2Mb fast RAM card, 
a G2 Systems genlock, a 
Progressive Peripherals and 
Software Framegrabber, and an 
Epson Stylus Colour printer. | 
bought the computer at a 
bankruptcy sale, therefore | 
don’t know who or how things 
were installed on the hard drive. 

| have a few problems that | 
hope you can help me sort out. 
After switch on when it tries to 
load Workbench, | get a “Please 
Insert Volume Work” requester 
which I have to cancel twice 
before continuing. When it 
continues “Can’t find 
Work:PlatinumScribble!” is 
written twice on screen. This 
has only started since | 
attempted to install “Scribble” 
word-processor onto my hard 
disk. How do | get rid of the 
requesters? 

Secondly, just before 
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Workbench does load, | get 
another requester - “Intuition is 
attempting to reset Workbench. 
Please close all windows, 
except drawers”. This problem 
has always been there, but it 
doesn’t affect the running of 
any programs, it’s just 
annoying. Again how do | get 
rid of it? 

Thirdly, and the big one. With 
the computer connected 
through my genlock and with 
the Fast RAM card inserted in 
the PCMCIA slot, the computer 
crashes several times before 
running normally. There is not a 
set number of times, nor a set 
time that it does it, (usually 
when | think it has cleared). If | 
disconnect either the RAM Card 
or the genlock, it works OK, or if 
| load without the RAM card 
inserted and then reload with it 
inserted, again it works OK. | 
use SCALA MM300 for titling 
video tapes, therefore | need 
both connected. This is the 
most annoying of my problems, 
so I’d like this one sorted out if 
at all possible. 

One final thing. | am thinking 
about buying a CD-ROM drive in 
the future, but as it plugs into 
the PCMCIA slot, | will have to 
do away with my 2Mb Fast RAM 
card. I need the extra memory, 
so what other options do | 
have? 

You'll be glad to hear that’s 
all my problems. | hope you can 
help me with them. I’m glad I 
finally asked the experts 
because my girlfriend knows 
nothing about computers and | 
keep complaining to her about 
them. But anyway, thanks for a 
great mag, and | look forward to 
your answer. 

Fabian Murphy 
Co. Monaghan 


Dear Fabian, 

The requester for Work: is being 
generated by a statement in your 
user-startup or possibly your 
startup-sequence file. These are 
text files that live in the S: 
directory. You will have to go 
through them and look for 
anything that performs an assign 
to work:. Remove the offending 
entries and the requester will go 
away. Remember that you need to 
use a plain text editor, not a word- 
processor. 

The reset requester could be 
any number of things. Get a copy 
of SnoopDos (on the SuperDisks 
some time ago) and use that to 
see which file is being accessed 
when the requester appears. The 
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ENV:sys directory, with the .prefs 
files are very likely to be the cause 
of the problem. 

The RAM card problem could 
be anything. It might be the old 
low power problem. If you can 
borrow an A500 power unit give 
that a try, as it can deliver more 
power than the A1200 unit, which 
is marginal to say the least. 

You can do one of two things. 
The first is to buy a trapdoor RAM 
expansion. Watch out for conflicts 
with the PCMCIA address range. 
You will not normally be able to fit 
more than 4Mb in the trapdoor 
with a PCMCIA card fitted. 

The other option is to buy an 
accelerator card and fit extra 
memory to that. Most accelerator 
cards have the facility to attach 
memory directly to the processor 
bus, which gives another 
performance boost. They are also 
not limited by the PCMCIA 
address conflict problem. 





Dear AUI, 

My set up is as follows: A1200 
standard 2Mb chip, 340Mb 
internal hard drive, Philips 8833 
Mk Il monitor, Workbench 3.1. 

| have created a small, but 
infuriating, problem with my 
startup sequence (printout 
enclosed) regarding the boot 
picture which is being 
displayed during the loading of 
Workbench. The picture was on 
one of your cover disks, the 
purple one with the hard drive 
system on. 

Anyway, everything worked 
okay using the viewer and 
canceller which is on your disks 
until | changed the font on the 
Workbench from Topaz to 
various just to see what it was 
like. | didn’t like it so | changed 
it back to the default. Now when 
| boot up | get a requester 
saying “Intuition is attempting 
to reset the Workbench screen. 
Please close all windows except 
draws”. It only shows the 
picture for a few seconds, then 
the requester comes up and I’ve 
lost the picture. | can’t work out 
what I’ve done or how to 
correct it, any help would be 
much appreciated. 

With only 2Mb chip RAM | 
quickly run out sometimes, so 
for Christmas | have asked my 
better half for a RAM expansion. 
Although I’m not partially 
bothered about speed, the 


28MHz 68020 accelerator board 
is only a few pounds more than 
a standard 4Mb expansion, so | 
thought why not? The question 
is, which is the better board, the 
Apollo Turbo 1220 or the 
Blizzard 1224/4? | have also 
heard reports that some of the 
expansion boards are difficult 
to fit because of limited space, 
is this true and how hard are 
they to fit? 

Mark Holland 

Barnsley 


Dear Mark, 

| cannot see anything wrong with 
your startup sequence. | expect 
that the problem is with the 
environment variables. The font’s 
screenmode, etc., are stored in 
environment variables. You will 
find them in the ENVARC: 
directory, within the sys sub- 
directory. Try renaming the 
font.prefs file to something else 
and then rebooting. If you use the 
list option from a shell you will be 
able to see which file was most 
recently modified (by the time and 
datestamps) that is likely to be the 
file causing the problem. 

It is true that some expansions 
are a bit of a swine to fit, but this 
is normally only true for the larger 
expansions. You should have no 
real bother with the two units that 
you mention. In any event the 
awkward units normally only 
require that the A1200 casing is 
removed and then the board fitted 
and the casing replaced. You 
sometimes need a Torx 
screwdriver (depends on the 
screws fitted). 

The Blizzard is the more 
established of the boards, so look 
at that one first. 





Dear AU/, 

Firstly my computer consists of 
an A1200 with Blizzard 1230 Ill 
40MHz CPU, 50MHz FPU, 6Mb 
RAM and a 120Mb hard disk. 
Attached to this | have an 
external floppy drive, Microvitec 
1438 monitor, and a Panasonic 
KX-P1080 9 pin dot matrix B/W 
printer driven via Digita Print 
Manager. 

| have Magic Workbench v1.0 
installed and herein lies my first 
problem. Whenever | quit from 
Wordworth my Workbench 
backdrop always decides to 
turn a vivid shade of (mostly) 
red, though leaving the actual 
pattern intact (in case it helps 
the pattern is R4). | have 
attempted to rectify things 
using Lock Colours but with no 
success. Any suggestions 
would be welcome. 

My other question concerns 
the monitor, | am satisfied with 
its overall performance, but 
what a shame about the 
borders. These borders appear 
as a light grey colour and | 
would like to know if there is 
any way of turning them black? 
Some of my applications do 
this, Vista Lite being one, so it 
would seem to be possible, 
though several phone calls 
seem to suggest that it isn’t. 

Lastly, some advice please 
regarding obtaining better 
performance from my 
equipment (!?!), do you think 
there will ever actually be a 
RISC powered Amiga? And if 
so, would it (do you think) 


a 
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| GAMES CHEATS UNDERGROUND LIBRARY DISK | 
|.4 EMULATOR POST&PACK Ee 
ON ALL ORDERS \D/ ON ALL ORDERS 
PLATFORM GAMES TETRIS-COLUMNS AMIGA LEISURE AMIGA EMULATION 
[] 1191 DR STRANGE 2 (] 294 KLACK-TRIS COLMS (] 940 LOTTERY WINNER (} 1005 T.U.D.E. NOT 1.3 
[] 1201 Al2 WIERD WILLY L] 107 TWIN-TRIS TETRIS (] 205 AMIGA PUNTER [] 891 B.B.C. MICRO 
L] 1202 JOUSTER 3 L] 390 DIZZY DIAMONDS (_] 228 PERM CHECKER ] 423 2 DISK SPECTRUM 
1233 ROACH MOTEL (} 293 DR-MARIO COLMS ] 886 LEAGUE EDITOR ) 889 PC EM 2 DISK 
1217 DUCK DODGERS [) 971 SPELL-TRIS C] 1210 LOTTO LUNACY () 327 ACTION REPLAY 


CO] 

Oj 

C1218 TRAP-EM NOT 1.3 

C1221 DUDES NOT 1.3 

C1225 BOUNCE NOT 1.3 

C1297 JET SET V3 

1 1296 HARRY HADDOCK 

C1243 Al2 TEKNOVENT 
SPACE BLASTERS 

1911 SOLO ASSAULT 

C805 TRANS-PLANT 

(1 498 THE LAST REFUGE 

C1596 GORF INVADERS 

C1] 343 CYBERNETICS 

0] 1083 DE-GALAGA 2.5 

[11158 THESIUS Al2 

1 1139 TRACKER NO 1.3 

C1 1192 Al2 D.N.X 2 DISKS 
ARCADE GAMES 

11555 HUGO V2 5 DISK 

[1 875 MISSILES 2 DISK 

C1 976 BEAVIS BUTTHEAD 

C429 ZOMBIES APOCAL 

[1] 870 ROCKETZ A1200 

(273 KELLOGS EXPRESS 

[1912 RUDOLPH - SANTA 

[916 GAMES HO! A1200 


(] 1168 SCORCH-TANK V1.85 


(] 1169 PSYCHBUL NOT 1.3 
C] 1235 LED-CLONE 2 
] 1179 ABASH NOT 1.3 


C] 1187 2 DSK DARK ANGEL 


L] 1207 SHOOT BADDIES 

] 1244 EARTH DEFENCE 

(] 1242 GALLEONS 

] 1295 Al2 APPLE JACK 

(] 1308 Al2 PSSSST | 

(] 11272 Al2 BYKER BABES 

CL] 1281 Al2 FUN HOUSE 

L] 1276 CATAPULTS NO 1.3 
P.D. VERSIONS 

(] 024 ELF & PP HAMMER 

L] 477 CADAVA-VENUS FLY 

(] 022 GODS-TI/MACHINE 


(] 026 ROBOCOP-T/RECALL 


] 522 OSCAR CD A1200 

L] 815 LEMMINGS PACK 

(} 023 RICK DANGEROUS 

] 472 TETRIS GAMEBOY 

(] 027 CHUCK ROCK-ICE 
COMBAT GAMES 

L] 941 FATAL BLOWS 

] 938 MARTIAL SPIRIT 

(} 1065 2 DSK CYBERGAME 

() 1238 WEAPON MASTER 
CLASSIC GAMES 

] 011 ASTEROIDS 

(] 693 MISSILE COMMAND 

L] 778 OVERLANDER 

(_] 692 SPACE INVADERS 

(] 308 DONKEY KONG 
DRIVING GAMES 

] 951 FLAMING ENGINES 

(] 469 THE ROAD TO HELL 

] 735 AUTOMOBILES 

L] 613 HIGH OCTANE V2 

CL] 1059 MANSELL-STORM 

CL] 1132 Al2 LAST LAP 

C} 1124 INTERSTATE 

SIMULATORS 

] 926 HELICOPTER 

(] 332 SEALANCE-SUB 

L] 811 CAR MANIACS 

L] 544 AIR WARRIOR 

(] 333 BATTLE CARS V2 

L] 1133 M.F. TANKS 

L] 1273 Al2 TRAIN DRIVER 

L] 1250 SPEEDWAY V2 

SPORT GAMES 

C1) 1014 CRAZY GOLF 

(] 366 GOLF 18TH 2 DISK 

L] 822 CRICKET AMOS V2 

L) 630 TEN PIN BOWLING 

(] 104 FUTURE FOOTBALL 

LJ 1171 C ANGLER 2DSK 

(] 1247 S-SOCCER NOT 1.3 
HINTS & CHEATS 

(] 821 PASSWORD MANIA 

L] 813 GAME TAMER V4.5 

(] 820 MEGACHEATS 

(] 681 SIERRA SOLUTIONS 

L] 1143 NOSTROMO V5 

] 1118 UP TO DATE VI 
OVER 18 GAMES 

L] 101 TERROR LINER VI 

L] 977 ADVENT | 2 DISKS 

(] 1081 ADULT TETRIS 

() 1145 Al2 NUMBERS 

C] 1248 STRIP POKER 

(] 1307 TERROR LINER V3 


C1617 NUMBER-TRIS 
[1] 964 TEAM TETRIS 
C1 626 MEGA-BLOX TETRIS 
[1013 TET-TREN TETRIS 
(1597 TETRIS PRO 
[1611 HOT-BLOX TETRIS 
C657 ZYNX COLUMNS 
C1074 STATIX 
C1 1215 BLIT-TRIS AI2 
C1) 1240 ROCK-SLIDE 
PAC-MAN GAMES 
[1230 SUPER PAC MAN 
C1 922 GOLD RAID 
1] 102 LADYBUG PAC MAN 
C1 008 ORIGINAL PAC MAN 
[1592 PAC MAN RETURNS 
[252 YUM YUM PAC MAN 
1] 1096 Al2 PUC-MAN 
1) 1138 Al2 CYBER-MAN 
1397 DELUXE PACMAN 
[1 923 Al2 BOMB 32 
BREAK-OUT & PONG 
C1003 MEGABALL V1 
C459 MEGABALL V2 
[1559 MEGABALL V3 NOAS 
[1007 BATTLE PONG 
C421 REBOUNDER PONG 
BOULDERDASH GAMES 
(11731 HAUNTED MINES 
[1 254 EMERALD MINES 
C1 121 MARATHON MINES 
[351 ROYAL MINES 
C391 DIZZY LIZZY MINES 
C1718 C64 BOULDERDASH 
[480 BLUE DIAMONDS 
PUB-CLUB GAMES 
C222 FRUIT MACHINE 
[1 932 MEGA FRUITS 
[010 POKER ARCADE 
CJ 375 CARDS SOLITAIRE 
CJ 1073 CARD PACK 
C1 1112 Al2 EX CARDS 
C1] 1246 CRIBBAGE CARDS 
[] 1304 CHECKERS V2 
[1560 DARTS NOT 1.3 
[71598 PIN BALL FLIP 
BOARD GAMES 
[1032 MONOPOLY USA 
C1 631 SCRABBLE 
[1 296 RISK (GLOBE-WAR) 
[1 472 CHESS GAMES 
[1910 NEW MONOPOLY 
ADVENTURE GAMES 
C1116 STAR TREK 2 DISK 
C877 BLACK DAWN V2 
[1 297 NEIGHBOURS 2DISK 
[7] 1136 Al2 FEARS V2 
1 1180 Al2 4 DSK DEMON 


L] 1182 NIGHTMARE CASTLE 


(] 1209 LOST PRINCE 
LJ 1266 3 DSK PANIC SO 


(] 1284 2 DSK BLACK DAWN 


(] 1316 FRACA 9 

CL} 1310 Al2 SP-DOOMER 
STRATEGY GAMES 

(] 876 GLOBAL NUKE WAR 

(] 826 IND-ESPIONAGE A1I2 

L] 1170 2DSK Al2 LORDS 

LJ 1185 Al2 CRITICAL HIT 
PUZZLER GAMES 

(] 953 CHANEQUE 2 DISK 

(} 1066 MINDBENDERS 

CL] 1135 SPRING-TIME 


CL] 1219 WIZO GAMES NO 1.3 


(] 859 10 PUZZLERS 

MANAGER GAMES 
(_] 868 THE SUPER LEAGUE 
L] 876 SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
(] 310 TOP OF THE LEAGUE 
(] 404 METROS MANAGER 
(J 321 AIRPORT 
(_] 322 MICRO MARKET 
(] 443 SLAM BALL 

QUIZ GAMES 

] 716 POP MUSIC QUIZ 
C] 309 THE QUIZ MASTER 


(_] 462 WHEEL OF FORTUNE 


] 991 2DSK STAR TREK 
LOGIC GAMES 

(] 603 EXIT 13 

(] 442 REVERSI V2 

L] 119 DRAGON'S TILES 

L] 112 DRAGON'S CAVE 

(] 323 OXYD LOGIC 

] 530 OTHELLO 

(] 1037 MARBLES GAME 

(] 1035 ATOMIC GAME 


L] 1306 Al2 ZODIAC 2000 
A1200 MEGADEMOS 

CL) 1146 FULL MOON 

CL) 1130 ROOTS 18 V2 

CL] 1114 AGA FUDGE 

L) 1184 BOSNIMETAL 

L] 1186 NOSTROMOS 12 

LJ 11993 MEGA LEMMINGS 

CL] 1204 TAZ INTROS 

(] 1208 2DSK JAZZ WAVE 

L] 1213 ART CORE 

] 1220 MEGA JAMMIN 

CL] 1305 2DSK SILVERBIRD 

C} 1302 DUNGEONICS 

] 1285 MEGA INTROS V2 

CL) 1274 2DSK CONTROL 

CL) 1271 PIXEL STORMS 

LJ 1315 MIND OMISTANS 
AMIGA MEGADEMOS 

(_] 460 TEKNO RAVE 


- (4302 DISK DATA X 


(] 217 MEGA ALCATRAZ 
L] 269 DIG! INNOVATION 
L] 449 2 DISK 9 FINGERS 
(] 262 2 DISK PREDATORS 
(] 1120 2DSK QUEEN V2 
CL] 1177 2 DSK DRUGSTORE 
A1200 SLIDE SHOWS 
L] 740 4 DISK MANGA 
L] 1040 3 DISK GLAMOUR 
C] 1108 SDSK STAR TREK 
AMIGA SLIDE SHOWS 
(] 704 REVELATIONS 
(] 061 PAT NAGEL’S GIRLS 
] 936 AVIATION HISTORY 
] 1107 TO BOLDLY GO 
ARTWORK PACKAGE 
L] 465 KIDS PAINT 
L] 664 FUSION PAINT 
L} 063 ULTRAPAINT 
L] 349 SPECTRA COLOUR 
() 748 ILLUSION PAINT 
ARTWORK PROGRAMS 
_] 071 GRAPHICS CON KIT 
(} 070 GRAPHIC UTILS 
(] 133 FRAC LAND BUILD 
LJ 12999 Al2 MAGNIFI-CAD 
ANIMATIONS 
L] 080 VIRTUAL WORLDS 
(_] 084 PUGGS IN SPACE 
(] 233 COOL COUGAR 
(] 651 FAIRLIGHT 242 
(] 831 RED DWARF 
L] 475 BAIT MASKING 
] 463 MR POTATO HEAD 


(1) 865 TAROT MASTER 2 DISK 


(] 861 AMY AT THE MOVIE 

(] 271 NEWTEK V2 2 DISK 

] 347 NEWTEK V3 2 DISK 

] 187 ANIMATION STUDIO 
AMIGA VIDEO 

(] 329 VIDEO INSCRIPT 


1790 VIDEOTRACKER 5 DISK 


L] 148 S - MOOVIE 
L] 1309 2DSK BELL PAINT 
MUSIC MAKERS 
(] 220 FUNK KEYBOARDS 
CL] 431 RAVE KEYBOARDS 
(_] 202 MED V3.2 
(_] 204 SOUNDTRACKER 
() 729 DRUM MACHINE 
(] 787 SONIC DRUM KIT 
(_] 866 OCTAMED TUTOR 
] 738 OCTAMED V2 
L] 136 THE ART OF MED 
(] 192 THE COMPOSER 
(] 618 MUSIC DATABASE 
] 981 AUDIO ENGINEER 
(] 661 4 DSK MED-WORKS 
(] 1099 QUADRAPLAYER 
CLASSIC - POP 
(] 201 PIANO CLASSICS 
(] 234 VIVALDI 2 DISK 
(] 342 AMIGA-DEUS 
(] 213 DIGI CONCERT V2 
(_] 620 BAGPIPE MUSIC 
(_] 248 EXPRESSION V2 
] 473 RHYTHM’S DANCER 
(] 1029 COTTONEYE SONG 
L] 1088 MELLOW CD MIX 
L] 1147 7 DSK JUKE BOX 
SAMPLES - MODS 
(] 660 KORG 01W 8 DISK 
L] 218 HOUSE 2 DISK 
(] 206 SELECTION 7 DISK 
(] 647 SOUND FX 3 DISK 
L] 619 DRUMS 2 DISK 


C300 RELOKICK 1.3 
[955 RELOKICK 1.44 
11414 SKICK 1.33.0 
C378 A600 NUMBER PAD 
[1719 4 DSK Cé4+ GAMES 
DISK COPIERS 
C1 380 NIBBLER (NIB) 
C727 MULTI TASK (MT) 
CJ 158 X.COPY PRO 
C357 COPY AND CRACK 
[7 325 LOCKPICKER V2 
[416 MAVERICK V5 
HARD DRIVERS 
1 191 HID CLICK MENU 
C501 RID PREP A1200 
1779 WIB 3 INSTAL 
[780 WIB 2 INSTAL 
[621 HID STACKER 
[7 665 MR BACK UP PRO 
[490 8 DISK MAGIC WIB 
[533 HID SUPERLOCK 
C1141 GAME INSTALL V3 
11199 GAMES INSTALL V4 
PRINTING 
[1065 AMIGA FONT 7 DISK 
[J 100 PRINTER DRIVERS 
[048 PRINTING STUDIO 
[345 BANNER MAKER 


(] 243 AWARDMAKER 5 DISK 


(} 057 TEXT ENGINE V4 
(_] 393 LABEL DESIGNER 
(] 394 INVOICE PRINT 
] 437 EDWORD TEXT ED 
] 749 FORM PRINTER 
AMIGA BUSINESS 
(] 832 DATABASES 2 DISK 
() 092 ACCOUNT MASTER 
(} 240 ADDRESS BOOK 
(] 691 DAILY DIARY 
CL) 470 LITTLE OFFICE 
(_] 244 SPREADSHEET 
() 535 U.K. S.7.D. CODES 
COLOUR CLIP ART 
(] 637 6 DISK COL/BRUSH 
(] 633 7 DISK CLIP ART 
L} 901 9 DISK WORLD MAP 
L} 1060 3 DSK LION KING 
MONO CLIP ART 
(] 172 15 DISK PORTFOLIO 
(} 558 7 DISK CLIP ART 
AMIGA MODEM 
() 413 N. COMMS V3 
(] 079 OPTICOMMS V2 
(] 690 TERM 2 DISK 
CL] 801 DMS PRO 
L] 1085 TAZ BBS LISTINGS 
PROGRAMMERS 
(_] 288 A-BASIC TUTOR 
L] 383 E. MODUAL 
(] 156 SOZOBON C. 
(] 306 UNDERSTAND AMOS 
(] 722 TONS OF AMOS 
(] 1067 DATATYPES 
DO IT YOURSELF 
(_] 239 SLIDESHOW MAKER 
(] 381 ADVENTURE MAKER 
(] 808 MAKE A DISK 
(] 242 MENU MAKER 
} 724 AMIGA FAX 
(} 585 2 DISK PARNET 
L} 1032 MAX B.B.S. KIT 
L] 1097 2DSK HELMBOOK 
VIRUS CONTROL 
(] 506 Al200 VIRUS 
(] 160 M.V.K. PLUS 
(] 993 VIRUS 2 
(] 1183 2DSK VIRUS DATA 
AMIGA UTILITIES 
() 612 4 DISK TOOL-KIT | 
(} 1030 Al2 DIONIC TOOLS 
L] 1076 AGA TOOL-BOX 
J 1181 M.U.1. NOT 1.3 
DISK & SYSTEM 
(] 166 SYSTEM TESTER 
(] 467 FILE UNDELETE 
L] 194 DISK OPTIMISE 
(_] 356 ENGINEER’S KIT 
(} 245 FIX DISK 


(] 168 HARDWARE MANUAL 


AMIGA EDUCATION 
(] 766 GEOGRAPHY 
(] 532 MATHS 5 DISK 
(] 644 ENGLISH 4 DISK 
(_] 486 LANGUAGES 4 DISK 
(_} 270 PLANETS 6 DISK 
(_] 304 ENGINES 5 DISK 
] 059 AMIGA TUTORIAL 
(J 1123 WORLD HISTORY 


DISK COST £1.25 EACH, NO MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRUS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY 


All Games are on | disk and run on all Amigas unless otherwise stated. 
PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE 
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MANIA CLOSE, SHOEBURYNESS, ESSEX 


YZ, Tel: 01702 295887 
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SADDLETRAMPS PD «%:%p 


Amiga Licenceware Specialists “*"""* 






















Fl Licenceware 


F1-050 A.B.G.T. AMOS V2.......... £4.99 —F1-120 AMOS INTUITION EXT...... £3.99 
F12098 GONKS occ idteececcscees £3.99 F1-121 AMOSZINE #10 ............... £5.99 
F1-110 FALLING DOWN ........ss+. £3.99 FI-122 dis AE 2 Seana wise 
F1-113 AMOS AGA Ext....cssscssse ee as ong pg cea iaskse 
F1-116 WILLYS NIGHTMARE ........ £3.99 

F1-117 EPSILON 9 ....ccsssssssssssseeee ee caagline seh aie "ie 


F1-118 A.B.G.T. WB3 VOL 4 ........ hg 


5th Dimension Licenceware 


FDU-004 DISK SYSTEM V3.0. . . Create your own multi-media disks, for catalogues, 
education, etc. Easy to use point and click interface, rated 95% by Amiga Shopper ........ 


SORE EERE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE EE EEE HEHEHE EEE HEHEHE EEE EEE EE EE EEE EHEE EEE EE EE EEE EE EHO EE EEE EEE E EEE EEE 


more great features and superb manual. 
Only £5. 9° 


COREE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE THEE HEHEHE HEE EEE HEHEHE HEHE HEHEHE EEE EEE EEE EEE EH EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE EE EED 


FDG-005 HILT. . . Commercial quality overhead view Dungeon Master game, AUI 78%.. 
saiztis ibe taseg sh Samus saleiges Av ay cates Fada Cosezed das os Kagan Voigt Rectan cade . £2.95 


CREE EEE EERE EEE EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE E EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EH EE EEE 


FDG-008 OGI THE CAVEMAN AGA. . . Cute platformer with great = hig £2.95 
FDG-009 INTERNATIONAL GOLF. . . Good golf sim with 4 courses to play (1MB 


SPEER EEE EE ETRE E EEE EEE EEE HEHE EEE EEE HEHE HEHEHE EEE EEE HEHEHE HEHE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE EEE EEE EEEE 


IF YOU’VE GOT A MODEM SURF 
ACROSS TO MIDNIGHT EXPRESS BBS 
(+44) 01384 865626 









Prices & Ordering 
1000’s of great PD disks in stock from 


You can download our latest cat disk just 50p each 


plus 5D demos. . . kewl All PD & Licenceware POST FREE 


Send just 50p for our superb, easy to use, custom written CATALOGUE disk, 
supplied FREE with first order. Contains full details on ALL Licenceware & PD 











1 Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe, Rotherham, South Yorkshire $63 9BY 
Please make Cheques/Postal Orders payable to SADDLETRAMPS PD 











We c at No Mercy believe that Public Domain : : 
should be sold at the cheapest possible price thats 
_why we sell PD at a ridiculous price of leds 


& BPA disk 


Choose any disks from any library or 


send for catalogue | 
Send £! or 4xIst class staps for latest catalogue _ 
disk and we’ll even send you a free game or ney 
of our choice to you. | 
Please state if you want a game or utility 
cheques/POs to No Mercy Software 
3 Hillside, Gt Thirkleby, Thirsk, 
North Yorks YO7 2AX 


Special Btters 
A600 I Meg Upgrades £22 inc p&p 


A500+ I Meg Upgrades £22 inc p&p 
850mb Hard Drives, installed £200 


Phone 01845 526412 for more details 
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out-perform my present set-up 
if | were to add an 060 
processor? And what about 
prices? | realise this will be very 
much guesswork, but please 
give me the benefit of your 
informed wisdom. 

F. M. Warminster 


Dear F. M. Warminster, 

The most obvious thing to do is 
ditch Magic Workbench. If that 
does not appeal to you, | expect 
that Wordworth may be resetting 
part of the palette. The simple 
solution would be to set the 
system up and then save the 
palette preferences as a named 
file. When you exit Wordworth try 
reloading the palette. If this cures 
the problem then you know that 
Wordworth is causing the problem. 
It might be worth checking out 
later versions of Magic Workbench 
(3.1 is now available) as yours is 
very old, and the later versions do 
have a feature that keeps an eye 
on the palette. 

There is a program called 
blackborder.lha that will do what 
you want. | won't go into it any 
more as you will have found it on 
a SuperDisk before you read this 
reply. The SuperDisk contains the 
programs that | have been 
sending out on receipt of a disk 
and S.S.a.e., SO 

NO MORE DISKS PLEASE, 
THE OFFER IS NOW CLOSED. 

RISC technology seems to be 
the way that most computers are 
going. Amiga Technologies have 
announced a RISC-based Amiga 
for release in 1997. How well it 
performs will depend on how it 
runs the Amiga OS which is being 
ported for it. 

Prices, the best | can say is not 
cheap. It depends on so many 
other factors. 








Dear AU/I, 

My A1200 has developed a 
problem which | hope you can 
eliminate. For the past two 
months (Sept-Oct) | have 
unpacked the AU/ SuperDisks 
directly onto my hard drive, to 
be deleted after those required 
have been relocated. This is 
where the problem lies. There is 
a file on each that | cannot 
delete. In each case the name is 
Francais (note the cedilla). | 
have tried several tricks, such 
as using the French keymap, 
renaming, etc. but always with 
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the same result cannot delete 
file. File not found. The 
offending files are thus: 


AUI- 
SEPT/A/CloseWB_1.8/Catalogs/ 
Francais 

AUI- 
OCT/C/Swazinfo/Locale/Francai 
s.catalog 


It is more of an 
inconvenience than anything, 
but I hope that you can help. 

J. Nolan 
West Yorks 


Dear J. Nolan, 

Strange that you are having 
problems with this one. There are 
a several methods that will do the 
job. Use the show all files option 
from the Workbench window menu 
and then drag the offending files 
into the trashcan, select the files, 
and then select Ilcons/delete, or 
open a shell and type in delete 
filename using ALT C to get the 
cedilla. 


Ee 
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Dear AUI, 

| have an Amiga 600 HD, and | 
have just bought a printer, but | 
do not know how to get the 
printer options on Workbench 





to print. 
Hope to hear from you soon. 
Mr. C. Brooks 
Doncaster 


Dear Mr. Brooks, 

You have not really given me 
much to go on have you? 
Workbench does not have much in 
the way of printing facilities, that is 
normally the domain of the various 
application programs that you 
might be using. A few points to 
note. 

The Amiga can make use of 
many different printers, so you 
have to tell the Amiga which 
printer you have. The Amiga uses 
a series of programs called printer 
drivers to convert from the Amiga 
to any particular printer. You need 
to set up the correct driver. 
Openpreferences and then the 
printer preferences. Scroll the 
driver list until you find the driver 
for your printer. Your dealer should 
be able to tell you which driver to 
use, or supply a specific driver. If 
the printer is Epson compatible, 
select EpsonX for 9-pin printers 
and EpsonQ for 24-pin or more 
printers. 


Once you have selected your 
driver, remember to click on the 
save button. Reboot your Amiga 
and the printer should be available 
for use. 


 Winko 
———> 


Dear AU, 
| have an Amiga 1200 with 
Workbench 3.1, 170Mb hard 
drive, Commodore MPS1270 ink 
jet printer, and a 1438 
Microvitec monitor. 

| use the 1438 Monitor with 
my 1200, usually running 
Workbench in DBLPAL mode, 
which I’m sure you know, does 
not fill the full width of the 
screen. | have altered the 
screenmode/overscan settings 
as much as | can, but it will not 
fill the whole screen. Then | 
read in your magazine about 
someone who had a similar 
problem. You gave him a 
program called (Moned). Will 
this program help me? Could 
you send me a copy? | promise 
I will buy you magazine for ever 
more. 





Andrew Love 
Stirlingshire 


Dear Andrew, 
You will find Moned on a 
SuperDisk very soon, probably 
before you read this reply. As with 
all such programs it MIGHT help. 
The effectiveness of the program 
depends very much on the 
monitor. Some monitors work 
without too many problems when 
you shift the sync frequencies 
about, when others won't play ball 
at all. 

If you want the programs, a 
disk and S.S.A.E. is required. 


| EVIDEO 
—— 


Dear AUI, 

Like Jason de Ugalde (AU/ 
Answers, October 95) I have an 
Amiga 1200 and use a Forefront 
MTS9600 monitor. (I also have a 
40Mb internal hard disk, 
although | do not think this is 
relevant to my particular 
problem.) Like Jason, | have to 
endure large black horizontal 
borders when using the monitor 
in DoublePal or other hi-res no 
flicker modes. In my case these 
take up a huge 40% of the 


screen area, even with 
maximum horizontal overscan. | 
was wondering, therefore, if you 
would be able to supply me with 
the display mode adjustment 
software (Moned etc.?) which 
you supplied to Jason. | enclose 
a blank formatted disk and 
S.A.E. so as to limit the hassle 
and cost you incur. 
| cannot help noticing that 
there has been a steady stream 
of letters in AU/ Answers 
requesting this software from 
you, starting with, | believe, L. 
Hellawell. Because of this, | 
would like to suggest that you 
include these programs on a 
future SuperDisk. The number 
of Amiga owners with comms 
access, and thus able to acquire 
this software on-line, is 
probably a fairly small 
percentage, and despite 
scouring the ads in your 
magazine for the past few 
months, | have yet to see a PD 
software house offering these 
programs by mail. This means 
AUI is perhaps the only source 
of these useful programs for 
most Amiga owners. 
Finally, | would like to thank 
you in advance for your help. 
Gary Lancaster 
Oxford 


Dear Gary, 
We have put some monitor 
software on recent SuperDisks. 

You will not see these 
programs advertised, you will have 
to ask for them by name. | 
collected the programs off, 
CD-ROMs, Aminet, Cix, etc., so 
they are all freely available. 

It may seem like a lot of 
requests have come in, but it is 
only about two or three requests a 
month, sometimes not even that. 





Dear AUI, 

| am writing to you concerning 
Laurence Martin’s problem in 
his letter in the November AU/ 
Answers section. | have 
experienced the same effect of 
my hard drive not appearing on 
the mount list when booting up 


ss nn lipitor 
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TOOLBOX 





Who Liwes Where? 


Andy Eskelson explains that, if you want to escape from the 


imprisonment of i 


he subject of this toolbox is mainly for 

the newcomer to the Amiga who, after 

reading this toolbox, should know 

where the important Amiga system 
files and programs are located, and how to 
install new system files and programs. This 
could help overcome the difficulties that you 
may encounter when installing all sorts of 
software, PD. or otherwise. 

The very first thing to take note of is a 
warning. DO NOT USE YOUR ORIGINAL 
WORKBENCH DISKS! | cannot stress this 
enough, it is so easy to delete important files 
that you should only work on copies of your 
disks. 

So the first thing to do is copy your 
Workbench floppy. If you are using a hard 
drive, | would still suggest that you make a 
copy of your Workbench disk, and boot from 
that for the purposes of this toolbox. It’s a lot 
easier to create a new floppy than it is to 
restore a hard drive to working order! 

| am going to assume that you are running 
a version of Workbench greater or equal to 
Workbench 2.0. You could just as easily use 
the Shell, or a directory utility such as SID or 
DOpus (Directory Opus) for what follows, but 
as everyone has the Workbench we will use 
that. 


First Basics 


There are two and only two types of things 
that are stored on your disks. These are 
Directories and Files. You may also know 
Directories as Drawers on the Workbench 
screen. When you open a drawer, you will 
see either more drawers, or files or both. 
Anything that is not a drawer is a file. 

Not all drawers are visible from the 
standard Workbench screen. These are 
drawers that contain the system files that you 
use all the time, but are part of the 
Workbench system, and are automatic as far 
as you are concerned. 

The only difference between a visible 
drawer and an invisible drawer is the 
presence of a FILE. This file is rather special 
as it contains the image of the drawer. Such 
files have a special naming convention, and 
you will see quite a few of them shortly! 

If a drawer is called JUNK, the special file 
that makes it visible is called JUNK. info. It is 
the .info part of the name that indicates to the 
Workbench system that this file contains the 


norance, the 





drawer image for the directory. 

The same convention is used for files that 
are visible or invisible. A file is typically a 
program that you run by clicking on its icon. If 
the file is called PROGRAM then there will be 
another file called PROGRAM. info which will 
be contain the image of the Icon for that 
program. The common factor is the .info part 
of the name, the Amiga system sorts out the 
display of the image etc. 

The Workbench has several modes of 
operation that you can select. By using these 
modes we can work with files and directories 
as required. So we will start by looking at 
some of these files and directories. Open up 
a your Workbench disk icon and then from 
the main Workbench menu select 

Windows/Show/All files. When this option 
is checkmarked the Amiga will generate 
dummy .info files for the directories and files 
that do not already have them. This will 
enable you to see them on the Workbench as 
icons. 

Some of the directories will have many 
files in them, in this case you might prefer to 
display the directory as a list of text rather 





than dozens of icons. Select the view by text 
option from the main Workbench menu 

Regardless of the type of display, you can 
still manipulate the directories and files by 
clicking and dragging with the mouse. 

Now that you have selected show all files, 
click on the Workbench disk icon. You should 
see quite a few new drawers appear. If you 
do not see any extra drawers, you may have 
to scroll the window about, you can also use 
the clean up option from the Workbench 

It is also worth checking that the show all 
files option is actually checkmarked when you 
have activated the window. The Workbench 
system can select the display mode on a 


Amiga’s files are a piece of cake. 





window by window basis and it will remember 
the settings. 


Directories 


By now you should have these previously 
invisible drawers on your Workbench screen. 
So take a look at some of them, and we will 
explain what their purpose is. 





Before and after view showing the effect of show ail files. 


Find the drawer that is just called C and 
open it. You should see a large number of 
files appear in the new window. You might 
spot a few files that have familiar names, the 
reason for this is that the C drawer is the 
normal storage location for Commands, 
hence the C name for the drawer. The Amiga 
will always expect to find a C drawer and will 
always search it for the needed commands. 


Moving Files 
As one of the main objectives of this toolbox 


is to demonstrate how to move files about, let 
us try moving a file from the C drawer into 
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the RAM disk and then back again. Open up 
the RAM disk and then find the icon called 
EDIT in the C drawer. Click once on this with 
the left mouse button and hold the mouse 
button down. Drag the EDIT icon over to the 
Ram disk window and release the mouse 
button. This process is known as “drag and 
drop”. 

| would expect that the EDIT icon 
vanished as soon as you released the mouse 
button. This is due to the RAM disk always 
defaulting to showing icons only, click in the 
RAM disk window to activate it, and then 
select show all files from the main 
-Workbench menu. The EDIT icon should 
reappear. 

Tidy things up by drag and dropping the 
EDIT icon back irito the C drawer. 

That’s the main operation that you are 
likely to need to do, but as always the Amiga 
will let you do things is several different ways. 
If you have two disk drives and want to move 
file between them, you can do so directly 
without going through the RAM disk. Just 
open the two windows that you want to move 
files between and just drag and drop between 
them. Remember to set the show all files 
option on if you need to. 

If you only have a single floppy system, 
then using the RAM disk as a temporary 
storage place is the easiest method. 

The next thing to understand is what are 
the important directories that the Amiga uses, 
and their purpose. 


Cc directory 





The.C Directory, which we have already met, 
contains most of the Amiga command files 
such as copy, assign, ed, edit, etc. 


L directory 





This is where programs called ‘handlers’ are 
kept. A handler is a program that normally 
works in conjunction with a device. The 
device driver (which we will see shortly) 
controls the physical interface, where the 
handler works at a higher level, and provides 
the conversion from the raw data from the 
device into something that the Amiga 
operating system can understand. 


Libs directory 





The Libs Directory is the directory that you 
will work with most when installing programs. 
The Libs directory is where hundreds of 
common functions are stored. This makes 
things very efficient when writing programs, 
as you do not have to include these routines 
in your own code, you just open the correct 
library and use the functions that it contains. 
Many programs can access the same library 
simultaneously. Common libraries are 
intuition.library, which has routines for 
managing screens and windows; 
graphics.library, for line drawing; and a whole 
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set of mathematical libraries that give various 
degrees of accuracy and the use of any FPU 
that might be available. 


Devs Directory 





Device drivers live in this directory. The 
serial.device, controls the operation of the 
serial port. The ramdrive.device controls the 
operation of the Ram disk. There are other 
sub directories within the Devs directory, the 
most common being Printers, DOSdrivers, 
Keymaps, Monitors etc. If you need to install 
a new printer driver you would normally put it 
into the Printers drawer, within the Devs 
drawer. ce 


a. re 
a2 a> 
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EnvArc and 
Enw Directory 


Many programs use environment variables. 
These are simple files that hold configuration 
information for a particular program. To 
provide a faster mode of operation these 





View showing display as text rather than icons. 


However, when you reboot, or power off, the 
RAM disk is wiped. A second copy of the 
variables is held on disk in the ENVARC 
directory. During startup a directory called 
ENV is created in RAM and the contents of 
ENVARC copied to it. 

Quite a few programs use environment 
variables. Each program will have a sub 
directory within the main ENV and ENVARC 
directories. If you need to add anything to the 
ENV directory, remember to add it to the 
ENVARC directory as well, or when you 
reboot things will not work correctly. 


T Directory 





This is a simple directory and is used to hold 
temporary files. Once finished with the files 
should be deleted. This means that you 
should not normally find any files in this 
directory. The normal place for the T directory 
is in the RAM disk. 


S directory 





This is another fairly simple directory, but it is 
one of the most important. This is where 
SCRIPT files are kept. A script file is nothing 


more than a plain text file that, when fed into 
the Amiga OS, will be as if it were typed in 
from the keyboard. (There are enhanced 
commands available to provide a greater 
degree of control). 


Miost Important 





The two most important files are: 


Startup-Sequence. This controls how the 
Amiga boots up ensuring that all the correct 
system features are enabled. This is the file 
that creates the ENV directory in the RAM 
disk. 


User-Startup. This is a file that was 
introduced by Commodore after so many 
people messed up their boot disks. (Why do 
some people not make backups?) The User 
Startup is called from the startup-sequence 
almost at the end. In the User Startup you 
put all the program specific commands. (This 
is normally done for you by program installer 
routines) The point is, if something goes 
wrong you can rename the user startup to 
something else, reboot and the Amiga will 
revert to a very basic, but useable, 
configuration that will enable you to find out 
what went wrong. 

It is a very good idea to make a copy of 
the user-startup and startup-sequence files 
on a separate disk before you make any 
major changes. If things go awry, then 
dragging the copies of these files into the S 
directory will usually restore things to where 
they were before you started. 

That's all there is to it, and | hope that you 
now understand a little more about files and 
directories. You should also know what to do 
if a program's instructions state. 

“Copy PDprogram.library into your Libs 
directory” 


Window § 
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ip : 
Have a browse through your Workbench 
disk, and get to know where the various 
directories are, and what they are called. 
Providing you work only on a copy of your 
Workbench disk the worst thing that can 
happen is you will delete something that the 
Amiga needs and you will have to make 
another copy of the Workbench disk. Practice 
moving things about and changing which 
view mode to use. Once you master this, you 
will find that installing programs makes a lot 
more sense. If you want to know more about 
the commands available and how to use 
them, you will find that previous Toolbox 
articles have covered a considerable range of 
commands. AU/I 
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WIN a Two Piece CD Micro HI-FI 


Dear Reader, can we ask you to do AUI magazine an important favour? We are currently carrying out a survey amongst our readers. 


This survey has been compiled and produced with the es of ICD Marketing Services Limited, a company specialising in this field. 
This research will help us to understand what you think of the magazine and disk contents as well as what you will need from AUI in 


forthcoming months. Your answers will be used, by both ICD and ourselves, for analytical and marketing purposes and may be passed 
on to other organisations who may wish to send you details of products and services that are likely to be of interest to you, based on 
your answers. If you would prefer not to recieve these offers, please tick the box at the end of the survey. To show our appreciation for 
your help we will enter the names of all respondents in our Prize Draw to win an Amstrad Micro 1500 two piece CD Micro Hi-Fi 


(RRP £169.99). Simply tick the boxes, complete the name and address section overleaf and return to the following address: 
AUI READER Survey, Unit 2 Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LX. 


Amiga User International Reader Survey 














1. Why did you buy this issue of AUI ? To keep up-to-date with technology (i A1000 31] As3000 7) 
(Please tick all that apply) For the Answers section 3) A1200 4} A4000 8 |_| 
Impulse purchase in newsagent 1 For the adverts 4c] 
Attracted by free disks 2!) For the Superdisks S{) 18. What Peripherals do you own? 
Interested in subject area 3) (Please tick all that apply) 
Had read previous issue 4(] 10. Overall, how do you find the coverage of Modem 10 
Recommended by friend - §() Amiga hardware and software? Hard drive 2] 
| subscribe to AU! 6!/ About right Ta Floppy drive 30 
a b ve Not technical enough 21] Sound sampler 5 
. If you bou om a newsagent, as , 
Was ‘t for you to find your issue oF AU) #45 Too technical 3{) CD-Rom 60 
It was on display in the first newsagent 11. How should we improve the Superdisks? Graphics card 70 
| visited TL More tillies 1() _ Accelerator card 80 
It was in the first newsagent but | had More games 9°) ~ Video grabber 9] 
asic a number of shops bef oe Easier installation 3 
pe VEne No chan 4, 19. What do you use your Amiga computer 
| found it 30 ge 
for? (Please tick all that apply) 
12. What would you like to see more of in AUI? = Graphics 1) Wordprocessing 411 
ot i 9° eee eee your Copy (Please tick all that apply) DTP 2!) Games 5 (1) 
Saved for me by a newsagent 10 Hardware reviews 01!) Accounts 3 (J 
From a newsagent’s shelves 2.) Productivity software 02 | 
On personal subscription 3() Entertainment Software 03.) 20. In 1996 will you buy products involved 
Read someone else’s copy 4() CD-Roms 04. with? (Please tick all that apply) 
: : Features 05.) MultiMedia 11) Sound mixing 4 
4. How Rony anes of AUI have you read in TechnoWorld 06 [1] Internet 2[] Productivity 5O 
os al al 1. Online 071) Video mixing 30 
PD Stakeout 08 |_| 
Three-four 2) 
ee 3, Answers 091! 21. Are you connected to the Internet? 
Seven-eight =. 101) At home 1H 
Programming Tips a1) ae k 9] 
Nine-ten 5 Rev; 42 Or 
Eleven-twelve co ae a en at dst te yen ; 2 
None previously | 7) 43. Which Amiga products did you buy in 1995?) Se Sine Re ae a 
(Please tick all that apply) 
5. Por pow long have you been a reader Computer 4) Printer 7] 
f ? 
Less than 6 months 10) Games software 31 Othersoftware 40 iuae eae shat pa am of computer? 
Between 6 and 12 months 2.) : ; PC 10) UNIX oF 
1-2 years 3(] 14. How much do product reviews in AUI 
2-3 years 4() _ influence you when buying? Mac/Power PC 31 
BoA wears 57, Alot 10) +=A(litte 20) + Notatall 3 
y 6H 23. Do you own a games console? 
More than 4 years 15. Which computer products are you planning (Please tick all that apply) 
: to buy in 1996? (Please tick all that apply) Nintendo 1 Playstation 40 
6. - balay gs woe do you spend reading Modem 71 | Sega 20] Sega Saturn 50 
Cte Sd cain Hard Drive 2 3D0 30) Jaguar 60 
Up to 30 minutes 10 Joystick 3K g 
oo 3) Accelerator a 24. What would you like to see advertise 
CD-Rom drive 5) morein ‘AUI 2 (Please tick all that phe 
: : Hard drives 2) 
7. How many other people read your copy 16. Which other computer magazines do you Aediciatatnrs 37 
of AUI * regularly buy? (Please tick all that apply) 
One 1] Four 40 Amiga Format 10 CD-Rom drives 4) 
Two 2{) Over Four 5[] Amiga Computing 2,] ~ Software 5 [) 
Three 3{} None 6.)  CUAmiga 3) 
Amiga Power 4 
8. What do you do with your copy of AUI after ies CD32 5 
you have finished reading it? Computer Shopper 6C 
Keep the whole copy for reference 10 = =pcPlus 70 
Keep parts of it for reference 2.) ~~ Which PC 8 UL 
Pass it on to someone else 3) PC Home 9) 
Throw it away 4{ 17. Which Amiga computer do you own? : 
. Fo ich_of the following reasons do you A500 10) A1500 5[ Com 
Buy AUP (Please tick all that apply)» AG00 27 A2000 6 PLEASE TURN OVER: ( 


To find out what's new in the Amiga world TU 
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25 Please give your name in the way you should be addressed. 


Mr 10) Mrs 20) Miss 30) Ms. 4LJ Other 5 


Surname 





Forename 


Address 


Town 





County 





Postcode __ 


PAV olelei mm (ole 


29. What is your occupation? 

















































































33. What is your approximate annual FAMILY income? 


























Already own 1.) Planning to start 21) 


Please tick if working fromhome 3 1 


the last 2 years? Yes 71) No =... 
36. If you own a cat or a dog what brand(s) of pet food 
do you regularly buy? 











37. If you smoke, please write in the name of the 
cigarette brand you and/or your partner smoke most 


important: Please sign below that you are a smoker 
aged 18 or over. 









Partner 


eee ee eee O CSCC UPC OCCU CUCU CCP eee ee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee) 



















Telephone 





26. Marital Status Single 1) Married 2{_| Divorced 3 (_| 


Partner's surname | 





Widowed 4 [_| 


| 
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27. What is your date of birth? 


28. What is your partner’s date of birth? 






Money & Investments 


44. What type of home do you live in? 





Council/Housing Association 3 (_] 
46. Are you planning to move home in the next 12 
months? 


Fitted Kitchen 10) 5) Double Glazing3U) 7U 
Fitted Bathroom 2.) 6) SecuritySystem 4L) 8) 
48. If you have household insurance, in which month 





Home Contents Insurance 1 | | | | 








49. Do you already own or are you considering 
buying any of the following? 








































Health 





Director O17 157) LocalGovt OBL 2271 Ph ase eta lag rinver wer ft 5 | Hearing Aid : : 010 054) 090 
et SE A Matte (5 HC | MDepuemiieyarcmedttmenpmacn "| Stoommcioee | So eee 
anal Wer 518.2 Hietater 25 ae [comme $C) Ine 2 | Secs cal 
Olfice Worle 060) 200 Retred BO oo Unsure 31] 51. Do you/your partner have, or are you considering, 
Shop Worker 07) 210] Unemploved 144 28() | 40: Do you/your partner have any of the following private medical insurance? 
30 Which of the following do cece on a regular credit cards?(Please tick all that apply) devise sons Soe: See ies 
eaia® Pa ctl y joy oh Pinr | Credit Card 10) Charge Card 2) | Considering 31 
Antiques/Fine Art 01C] 15(C_ Further Ed. 08f) 220] Store Card . 3) Gold Card 40) 52. If you have private medical rgrcdughivel in which 
Betting 02(] 16(] Gardening 09) 23() | Consideringacreditcard St) month do you renew your cover? 
Books 03C11 1701] Pub 10°) 24() | 41. Do you have/are you considering any of the 
Competitions 04.) 18.) Photography 111) 251) following investments? (Please tick all that apply) Please write in month e.g. | S IE IP (T | 
Cookery 05(] 19[] Religious Activities 12] 26 (1 Have Cons 
Current Affairs 06(] 20(] SewingNeedlecraft13— 27() | Stocks/Shares (O10 070 
Football Pools 07) 210] Theatre/Arts 140) 28() | PEP (Personal Equity Plan) 02/) 0811 a a ee ee 
31. Which newspapers do you usually read? Lump Sum Investment 03) 091 
Daily Express 011] 140) Guardian 08) 21(.)_| Regular Savings Plan 050 110 Wifelcelala g & Travel 
Daily Mail 02) 15() Independent 091) 22() | Will 060) 120 
Daily Mirror/Record 03] 16[) Scotsman 10{) 23() | 42. Would you consider professional help in 
Daily Star 04(1 170) Sun 41) 24) | arranging your personal finances? 53. The following questions relate to your PRIVATELY 
Daily Telegraph 05() 18C) Times 120) 2500 | Yes 10 No 2U Unsure 31] | owned car. 
Financial Times 06() 19] Regional Daily 130) 26() | 43. Do you foresee the need for a personal loan? Make (e.g. FORD) 
Herald 07(] 200) Yes a Possibly 20) 
32. If there are children in your home, please indicate | | | | | | | | | | | 
how many and in which age groups M 

odel (e.g. ESCORT 
0-2 yrs 1 3-4 yrs 2) | 5-10yrs 3) | Your Home os 
11-15 yrs 4| 16-17 yrs 5 | | 18yrs+ 6 | | | | | | | | | | | | | 


Type (e.g. GL) 


po ro Neti | ee pois ins ek = Detached House 1{) Semi-detached House 2(1 

£10 000-£1 4.999 03[) £30.000-£39.999 070 Terraced House 3{) Flat/Maisonette 40) | | | | | | | | dol wists ORE ee 
£15,000-£19,999 04[] Over £40,000 oc) poe oe Engine cc (e.g. 1600) 

34. Do you/your partner own a business, or are you 45. Is your home: 

considering starting one? Owned 1) Privately Rented 2) 


54. Who is insured to drive this car? 


You 10) Partner 21] 











; = : pee as if first al bu nega ; : ee : 
S h @) p pi Nn g ser whee 55. When do you plan to replace your car? 
47. Are you considering any of the following home Within 12 mths 4 L 3 
improvements? ithin 12 mths1 1 2-3 years 2 -- ater L] 
35. Have you bought goods by mail or by telephone in Have Cons Have Cons 56. How much no-claims bonus will you receive on 


your next renewal? 
0% 10 
50% 4( 


2.) 
5) 


40% 
Unsure 


30) 
60 


10-39% 
60% 


ce ERR RR 57. In which month do you renew your insurance cover? 
Dog Food ‘GS es Mien Ria Ra EE dak ag eek ee Boat Please write in month e.g. [S|E|P|T | E|P\T Please write in month eg: | S | E |P T | 


SAG is es 


Month: 


often. 

You | | ‘Eiht Genes Ne Ss a SR 58. Have you taken a cross channel ferry in the 
Buildings Insurance 7. | | | f{ last 5 years, or are you planning to do so ? 

Partner ioe ES a a Mens Ws a Di Taken 10 Planninginnext12months 2 


59. How many times have you flown on BUSINESS in 
the last three yore 


Have Cons Have Cons ou Ptnr You Ptnr 
7... ssssnssinsanpasaartadpanannnaasananaannaacansanenesnansanas Home Computer 1] 5() Mobile Phone ar) 7) 1-5 ff @ 6-10 a) 611 
Camcorder 2.) 60) Fax Machine a\) 61) 10 or more a.) 6S 



































Thank you for completing this questionnaire, which is designed to provide us with a complete picture of the people who purchase Amiga User International and help us to focus our 
efforts on meeting the needs of our readers. Any information you provide will be treated with great care. It will always be safeguarded under the terms and conditions of the Data 
Protection Act. Amiga User International and ICD may make your information available to other respected organisations who may wish to send you offers of products and services. 
Please tick here if you would prefer not to participate in this offer 1 The Free Prize Draw is open to all UK residents aged 16 and over who return a completed survey. Closing 
date for entries is May 31st 1996. The winner will be randomly selected by June 30th 1996, from all surveys received by the closing date. The winner will be notified within 28 days of 
the prize draw date. No one connected with the survey is eligible for entry. No responsibility can be accepted for entries which are illegible or lost or damaged in the post. No 
correspondence will be entered into. There will be no cash alternative to the prize as stated. For notification of the prize winner send a SAE, after June 30th 1996,to: 
Amiga User International, AUI Reader Survey, Unit 2 Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LX. 
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2—+ 
your SuperDisks. 

| have an A600 with 2Mb chip 
ram ECS, Workbench 2.05, and 
a GVP 120Mb SCSI Internal HD, 
whenever | turn on my machine 
it sits there asking for a boot 
disk. If | then soft-reset it boots 
off the hard drive no problem. 

| have been told that this is 
because the GVP doesn’t spin 
up to full speed before the 
Amiga checks to see if there is 
a hard drive attached, | was 
also told that there should be a 
dip switch or something to tell 
the Amiga to wait for the hard 
drive to reach operational 
speed. 

If this is the same case with 
the Zappo then my solution to 
the problem should work for 
Laurence and anyone else out 
there with the same problems. 
What you have to do is boot up 
once (you can boot with 
anything, the quicker the boot 
time the better really.) Then 
insert your AU/ SuperDisk and 
soft-reset, and Bob should be 
your uncle. You should now be 
able to install to your hard 
drive. 

Now for my question: | have 
a small quirk that has popped 
up and is annoying the pants 
off me. | use my Amiga for all 
sorts, but especially ‘C’ and ‘E’ 
programming which | do mostly 
from the CLI (l am much more 
comfortable programming there 
than from windows.). A couple 
of months ago | installed 
Octomed using the Installation 
program given with Octomed 
from a rival magazine disk. 
| found that somehow 
something had changed and my 
startup-sequence wasn’t 
behaving as it should. (I have 
included printouts of both files, 
but | cannot see anything 
wrong.) 

| know a fair amount about 
the Amiga OS so started to 
systematically check all | could. 
The Startup and user-startup 
files weren’t messed up, but 
now path commands do not 
work in either so all | get in my 
path is c: and current_directory, 
which has meant me having to 
duplicate my path commands in 
shell-startup. 

The other symptom of this 
phenomenon is that | have to 
make sure all project icons 
have a path as they will not look 
anywhere for their program, e.g. 
AmigaGuide won’t work so | 
have to edit the icon 
information to c:AmigaGuide 
which works fine. 

These may be small 


problems but, they are very 
annoying when it didn’t use to 
happen so please can you tell 
me why it has happened and 
hopefully what | can do to sort 
it out. 

Thank you for the anticipated 
help. Oh yes, just one more 
thing - goodbye, good luck, and 
a special thanks to Gideon 
Overhead, wherever he may go 
(even if it is to work for a Bill 
Gates product magazine.) These 
AUI SuperDisks have been the 
most consistently good free 
disks | have ever seen. 


Alan Ferin 
Cornwall 
Dear Alan, 
Thanks for the suggestion, it may 
be worth a try. 


There is no dip switch on the 
Amiga to allow the drive to spin 
up, if such a switch exists it will be 
on the SCSI controller. The old 
2091 had a jumper that could be 
set for this purpose. I’m a little 
surprised that you have this 
problem as most hard drives boot 
without any problems. | do have a 
very old 80Mb Seagate drive that 
does take forever to perform its 
self tests and that always needed 
a warm boot. | did try setting the 
jumper but found, as you have, 
that a quick warm boot was much 
easier and did not affect 
subsequent warm boots. 

Your path problem is weird. I’ve 
looked through your listings and | 
cant find anything untoward. Try 
removing your user-startup 
(rename it) and boot again, then 
check the path if it is not RAM, c:, 
DHO: Utilities, DHO:System, and 
DHO:Prefs, (from your listing) then 
you can forget about Octamed, as 
the problem is somewhere in the 
main startup. Don’t forget to clear 
out your shell-startup as well or 
that will mask any problems. 

Thanks for the good wishes to 
Gideon, both he and everyone 
before him and since put a lot of 
work into the SuperDisks. 





Dear AUI, 

| have had one of the Zappo 
CD-ROMs for about a year now 
and about a week ago | bought 
a Kodak PhotoCD of photos 
from my holidays, but when I 
came to look at the photos with 
the Carousel software supplied 
with the CD-ROM the computer 
just crashed when | inserted the 
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disk into the drive. However, | 
tried to insert the disk first, | 
booted normally and inserted 
the disk before starting any 
programs and then re-booting 
and starting the Carrousel 
software first and then inserting 
the CD-ROM and then booting 
straight of the supplied boot 
disk and the computer crashed 
every time. When the computer 
crashed it came up with the 
following guru codes 0806 2028, 
0806 3D80, 0806 1E20 which all 
decoded to RAM.Iib library I/O 
error, but | don’t know what 
they really mean. | have been 
reading your magazine since 
issue June 1994 and I have 
saved all the cover disks in 
case there may be any 
programs to help me. 

My system comprises of: 
Amiga 1200 2Mb, Viper Mkil 
40MHz accelerator with 4Mb 
fast RAM, Zappo CD-ROM with 
v9 Software, VGA colour 
monitor, 60Mb IDE hard drive. 

So | would be grateful if you 
would answer this question as 
soon as possible by a reply by 
mail please, | am enclosing a 
self addressed envelope. | know 
you don’t usually reply by mail 
but | am desperate to get this 


CD working for a few reasons 
the main one being | may have 
to take it back because | 
suspect that the photos have 
been put on back to front but | 
need to get the CD working 
before | can check the photos. 

Martin Walsh 

Liverpool 


Dear Martin, 
Your only recourse with the 
Carousel software is with 
Zappo/Archos. Make sure you try 
all the normal ‘fixes’ such as 
disabling CPU caches and such 
like. The only other option is to 
read the PhotoCD picture as a file 
and then use an external viewer. | 
had a quick trawl through an 
Aminet CD and came up with: 
egsphotoalb50c.lha gfx/board 
379K 15+EGS picture 
management, 
PhotoCD&SlideShowegstv50a./lha 
gfx/board 477K 15+EGS 
animation, framegrabber&handysc 
anner fastifxmodul41.lha gfx/misc 
21K 20+Fast ImageFX 
loaders(incl. PhotoCD)&saverPcdG 
ui.lha_ gfx/show 247K 17+GUI 
for simple PhotoCD access 

Or you could buy the FolioWorx 
PhotoCD viewing software (on CD 
or disk) from Blittersoft. AUI 


When writing to Amiga Answers please include as 
much information as possible about your system 
and about the software/hardware you are 
running. This will help determine what your 
problem might be and its solution! 

Send your questions to: 


Amiga Answers, Amiga User International 
Unit 2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road 
London NW1 8LX 
or E-MAIL: 
amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk 
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Programming wos 


Somoining File Patn and Filename Strings 


he objective of this month’s tutorial is to illustrate how user-selected direc- 

tory paths and filenames can be extracted from an ASL FileRequest struc- 

ture, and turned into a complete device/filepath/name string. To set the 

scene a program will have opened the ASL library using this sort of Exec 
library call: 


As|lBase=OpenLibrary(“asl.library”,ASL_VERSION); 


and then allocated and initialised a FileRequester structure by calling 
AllocAsiRequest(), AllocFileRequest(), or the amiga.lib based equivalent stubs - 
which allow tags to be passed on the stack (i.e. as parameters of the function call). 
Most C programmers opt for the amiga.lib based approach passing tags in this 
fashion: 


file_requester_p=AllocAsIRequestTags(ASL_FileRequest, 
ASLFR_lInitialLeftEdge,ASL_X, 

ASLFR_InitialTopEdge, ASL_Y, 
ASLFR_lInitialWidth,ASL_WIDTH, 
ASLFR_lInitialHeight,ASL_HEIGHT, 

TAG_DONE 

); 


Once the FileRequester structure has been set up life becomes relatively easy. 
The ASL file requester can be brought to the display by using either the 
AslRequest() or RequestFile() functions (or again their amiga.lib equivalents). For 
instance: 


AslRequestTags(file_requester_p, 
ASLFR_TitleText,”Typical default requester’, 
ASLFR_Rejecticons,FALSE, 
ASLFR_DoPatterns,FALSE, 

TAG_DONE); 


At this point the requester will be on the screen and the user will be able to use 
the file selector gadgets to identify a file. By the time the requester display function 
returns strings representing the filename and directory path, they will already be 
stored in memory allocated by the ASL library. What we now need to do is collect 
those details in a form that can be used for file opening. 


Filename Extraction 
The FileRequester structure set up by the ASL library looks like this: 


struct FileRequester { 
APTR rf_Reserved1; 
BYTE *rf_File; 

BYTE *rf_Dir; 


other FileRequester fields> 


}; 


As far as the current discussion goes, the only important fields of the 
FileRequester structure are the second and third ones - these provide pointers to 
the selected filename and directory paths. Since the filename and directory path 
are both stored separately, they need to be combined to produce a conventional 
path/filename before they can be used. This can be done by copying the directory 
path to a buffer and then adding the filename to the end of it. 


Copying the rf_Dir path is easy. The standard ANSI C library string copying func- 
tion, strcpy(), can be used in this fashion: 


strcpy(buffer_p,file_request_p->rf_Dir); 


Adding the filename to the buffer is less straightforward because both ‘:’ and ‘/ sep- 
arators need to be properly handled. If, for example, the directory path is just the 
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device name ‘ram:’ and the filename is ‘test.s’, then the string to be formed is 
‘ram:test.s’. 


lf, however directories are involved, say the directory path is ‘ram:T’, then a ‘/ sep- 
arator must be added so that the string ‘ram:T/test.s’ is produced. Since version 36 
of the operating system there has been a dos library function called AddPart() 
available to handle this task (see box out for details), and a typical AddPart() call 
will look like this: 


AddPart(buffer_p,filename_p,size); 
The original version 36 function was bugged - it didn’t check for legal subparts, nor 


did it handle leading ‘/ characters properly. This was fixed by version 37 (i.e. 
Release 2.04) so you won't find any problems with the function nowadays. 


Creating A Name Making Function 


If you wish you can package the separate strcpy() and AddPart() functions into a 
single C routine. Here’s one example: 


BOOL MakeName(UBYTE “dir_p,UBYTE “*file_p,UBYTE *buffer_p,ULONG size) 


{ 
strcpy(buffer_p,dir_p); 
return(AddPart(buffer_p,file_p,size)); 


} . 
With this MakeName() routine available, the combined path and filename could 
now be created using this form of call: 


MakeName(file_requester_p->rf_Dir, 
file_requester_p->rf_File, 
filename_buffer_p, 
sizeof(filename_buffer_p)); 


A better idea, however, is to pass just the FileRequester and buffer pointers to the 
routine and do all the structure referencing and buffer size determination inside the 
function itself, i.e. opt for an arrangement like this: 

BOOL MakeName(struct FileRequester *req_p,UBYTE *buffer_p) 


{ 
strcpy(buffer_p,req_p->rf_Dir); 
return(AddPart(buffer_p,req_p->rf_File,sizeof(buffer_p))); 


} 


This reduces the calling function to the cleaner looking form: 
MakeName(file_requester_p, filename_buffer_p); 

The more important advantage of this second approach is that the number of para- 
meters that needs to be passed to the MakeName() function is reduced from four 
to two, which means the routine will be that much faster to execute. 


Function: AddPart() 


Description: Adds a file, directory, or subpath name to a directory path 


Call Format: success = AddPart(dirname, filename, size) 
BOOL *“UBYTE *UBYTE *ULONG 

Registers: do d1 d2 d3 

Arguments: dirname - the path to add a file or directory name to 


filename - name of the file or directory to add 
size - number of bytes allocated for the resulting string 


Return value: Boolean success (non-zero) or failure (zero) indicator. AU/ 
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| the first, 


Ashley Cotter-Cairns checks out the rela =t-t-tials Me melo) ante) Me cel! | mm ed F- b-t-4 fo 


releases in Soccer Stars ‘96, while the latest incarnation feo} i 


Sensible Soccer, The Sensible World of Soccer, 1995-96, 


A Game of 
| eo t | ame F- TAs 3 


mpire Interactive knows 

that Amigaphiles may well 

also football freaks. Why 

should they be different 
from other computer users? It 
speaks volumes that the best sell- 
ing game ever for the Amiga has 
been Sensible Soccer in all its var- 
ious guises. And the same proba- 
bly applies to other formats. The 
top of the charts in practically 
every format last Christmas? Elec- 
tronic Arts FIFA 96. 

Soccer Stars ‘96 takes four 
footy games with varying amounts 
of past success and bundles them 
together in a big white box. Will the 
fore) al ic)al tome) mcts lie mole) ance lsammele) an cen el= 
worthy of the VIP enclosure at 
Wembley, or sub-standard to the 
toilet blocks at Filbert Street? 


FIFA 
Iimternational 
Ye} of ot -1 @ 


mal maWlal(citarcll(e plslieceeer> moa e,0| (0 marcicre| 


no introduction. It was a major hit 
on the consoles, wowing those 
shallow Sega and Nintendo own- 
STesM Wi sO Mm rclanicelaame)wiallale ire Mcior-t=1018 
ticket like AUI readers, wandered 
in through the turnstiles once and 
stayed for a short time with their 
games machines before abandon- 
ing them for the so-called next 
generation consoles. 

By the time Electronic Arts intro- 
duced it to Amiga owners, most of 
the fuss was over. One of the 
biggest problems with an Amiga 
version of FIFA is that you don't get 


is put through its paces. 


to use a three button control pad- nicely animated and celebrate joy- which turns defence inst 


die. This means accessing quite a 
few different controls from the joy- 
stick and it’s harder to get into than 
the console version because of 
that.FIFA certainly looks pretty 
enough. It’s viewed from a forced 
perspective 3D angle that closely 
resembles that seen on TV high- 
lights. Players and officials are 


ously after scoring goals. However, 
F Wane [ole le Ml .¢| Game (0) = 1-9 a0) Gaal -L comme [elel@ 
players, and graphics alone don't 
make a great game. FIFA is quite 
fun to begin with, until you realise 
that it’s more like tennis than foot- 
ball; standard practice for a de- 
fender in trouble is to hoof the ball 
up the pitch with the ‘shoot’ option, 





antly into 
attack. Chances are that your op- 
ponent will do the same in return. 
In consequence, the Amiga spends 
most of its time scrolling the action 
from end to end. Sounds like a 
poor imitation of Wimbledon with 
NVA Talahvarele)alsisvume(el=s-1 a alla 


OVERALL: 74% 


83 








Kick Off 3 


While the fuss caused by six-figure 
marketing spends aroused some 
interest in FIFA among Amiga fans, 
they needed no prompting with 
Kick Off 3. The Kick Off series 
Vial (ei a ear-(e(<m B)ia(om B)ali-Walel8i\-l ale) (e| 
name (in sad, anorak-wearing 
households anyway) was 7-0 up 
against the Rest of the World with 
ten minutes to go by the time that 
Player Manager appeared, ar- 
guably its finest moment and Kick 
Off 2, which was undoubtedly an 
Amiga classic. 

Then Sensible Soccer was sub- 
stituted onto the Rest of the 
World’s front line in a last-gasp all 
out attack. The young pretender 
ran rings around Kick Off 2, punch- 
Tate Wm ate)(=s-M all tcMmit-le)e)"ame(=)icla(eromr-lale 
scored double figures with time to 
spare. Amiga fans and previously 
die-hard Kick Off addicts held their 
breath. What would Dino Dini 
come up with in response? Goal! 
was the answer; following a split 
ice)se telecom @)ialm'U 218) an OMA dice l[aur-lale| 
released a game which was com- 
petent, but unpolished. Sensi was 
safe. Was the missing factor 
Anco’s own Brian Clough, Anil 
Gupta?*. 

Some time later, Kick Off 3 hit 
the shelves. Dini’s name was con- 
spicuous by its absence... And his 
touch was certainly missing from 
the game. While Goal! managed to 
be quite playable at times, a lot of 
fun for a brief fling, Kick Off 3 was 
always going to be a torrid, sweaty 
one night stand with the pretty, but 
thick, girl you met in the kitchen 
at that dodgy house party in whilst 


4 





staying in Wolverhampton. Yes, it 
Kole) <-Te Bite] ¢-1- | Gum) Bn (0) (01-0 Ml 6) -1 6) 0]-10n 
tive graphics, quite similar to 
FIFA’s, lots of options and the 
promise of the classic Kick Off 
gameplay, made this one look like 
a danger to the lads of Sensible 
Software. But oh dear! The second 
| picked up the joystick | knew that 
this one was a something of a 
duffer. 

KO3 is cursed with hesitating 
leadfootedness which makes the 
Bolton’s defensive line-up look 
mercurial in comparison. No matter 
how good any of its other features 
are, and there plenty of positive 
points, there’s no way you'll stand 
shivering on the terraces while the 
Amiga retrieves the ball (this 
sometimes takes as long as five 
seconds after the ball is kicked in- 
to touch). Like the minds of the 
England team, KO3 needs to 
speed up a bit to play a more suc- 
cessful game. 

OVERALL: 60% 


Player 
Manager 3 





The first of the two management 
simulations should need no intro- 
ductions. Premier Manager 3 is the 
last in the line of Gremlin’s terrific 
Venables/Graham sims, where 
dodgy dealing is the only thing 
missing from the fun. 

DEWAlem- tale Mel- Waele) ome) 0m-1¢-¥8 10] 
NVA =<) 010) al-}1 6) (=o) antalomilal-laler- metal, 
team aspects of the club. From 
selling the advertising to signing 
new players, hiring and firing 





forel-Coial ale mr-lalemme)tat-]am-)t- lime (ol e)[=1- (ep 
ing for leniency with the bank man- 
ager. PM3 puts you at the helm of 
your chosen team, with not just the 
performance of this club, but your 
overall reputation as a manager at 
stake. Call up the career history 
screen and, if there isn’t at least 
one season that makes you cough 
hastily and click the mouse, you’re 
doing well. 

Progress through the divisions 
to the ultimate goal of Premiership 
glory isn’t always smooth, espe- 
cially starting with someone like 
Bromsgrove and building them up. 
ime) acUlar-1cci Naame (olere Mi aat-lat-(el-1 ecm lamar) 
<1 ale Mare) mi (at=1] auexe) a) ¢e- (0) Gm ay-\Vam |-mme) 
fered lucrative placings with clubs 
in higher divisions. Similarly, poor 
managers may be sacked and 
have to swallow their pride and 
sign up with more lowly clubs. 

The original Premier Manager 
brought multi-player action to foot- 
ball management and presented it 
beautifully too. However, it was just 
a tad too simplistic for my liking. In 
response to similar criticisms from 
its fans, Gremlin tarted up PM2. 
The result was an over-complicat- 
=Te Mi aaltsiaimgar-tjame) mile lel \Vme)e)tlelatcmelare 
tedious tasks. PM3 repaired the 
damage by bringing in the 
Assistant Manager, who handles 
the crap while you make excuses 
to the board and borrow more 
money. 

Quite simply, PM3 is a classic. It 
looks as good as management 
games need to, is deep and en- 
grossing and clearly the best game 
in the compilation. Deserves a 
bung. 

OVERALL: 85% 


Kick Off 3 shows the game in an isometric 
3D style. 


On the Ball! 





On the Ball! is the poor relation 
here, the least famous of the quar- 
tet. Written by Ascon and marketed 
by Daze, On the Ball! received 
some great reviews, but these did 
ale) @aat-lat-lel-mcome|e-lemime)0| me) me) elelP 
rity. What could have been a hit 
languished in the shadow of 
Premier Manager. 

The record should be set 
straight by its inclusion in Soccer 
Stars ‘96. It is the prettiest football 
management game I've ever 
clapped eyes on. At times it fea- 
tures some of the largest and most 
realistic views on any computer 
football game, while menus and 
options are well presented and or- 
derly. 

All the features of many of the 
best management games are here. 
As you would expect, dealings with 
the players make up a large part of 
the game. As well as the amount of 
money you pay to entice players to 
the club, you'll have to negotiate 
the length of the contract too. 
Foreign stars can be bought if you 
iat-\Wiewr-Walele(-m-laslelelalme)m-)e)-1¢-Mc-1-l0 
ies, though without major success 
this is unlikely. 

On the Ball! is far better docu- 
mented than many of its peers. 
The manual is superb, showing 
‘=~ (1 gle) e} te) almer(=r-lg vam tale m=» de)t-llaliare 
it in detail. Just as well, because 
there are rather a lot. One of your 
first tasks, for example, is to find 
your club a sponsor, a far simpler 
and more elegant option than 
chasing individual hoarding con- 
tracts from different companies in 
Premier Manager. 

i alek-{—mamese-(o1.<[a(e mec) Bm al(elalive lait 
are recommended by Ascon as an 
Tan) ole) atta) @ oy-lame)m e)- Wm (elem anl- Wm | oe 
able them, or even get involved if 
you fancy yourself as a bit of a 
penalty taker. Stuart Pearce fans, 
dream on... 

On the Ball! is a bit of a dark 
horse in this company. For my 
money, it doesn’t rate as highly as 
Premier Manager 3 in the game- 
play stakes, but it's much more at- 
tractive than the average manage- 
ment game. The many features do 
slow down play somewhat, but 
most may be removed at the op- 
tions screen. Well worth a few 
hours examination, though it’s a 
shame that the lower divisions and 
conference clubs weren't included 
too. 

OVERALL: 81% 
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A full pitch display as seen by On The Ball. 





Soccer Stars ‘96 is a strange e 
line-up. The action games are not ® 
the strongest available. The speed . 
of FIFA is let down by shallow « 
gameplay, which resembles an ar- e 
cade pub romp, while Kick Off 3 @ 
had plenty of potential if it only ° A 
could have shrugged off a few. 
pounds of weight. The thinking e 
games are much better, genuinely * e 
the best of their breed. Footy fans ° ‘ 
Naren e)g2)ic)mr-M-)(0(-1l [al -mce)(cmaal(elaiae (lars 
value from the compilation, but if e 
you prefer waggling a joystick to ® 
warming up the grey cells, steer 
clear. 


There’s only 
ones Sensi 


Ashley braved 
the Winter gales to visit 
Sensible Software 
Picturesque country town 

Co} me—t-baiacla me. £-10-[-a Ps 








tter- irm 





ensible Soccer became an 
overnight success and put 


generally converted Kick Off fans 
brought up on a diet of Kick Off 2 





DOVER “ATHLETIC 











VY Fe\ae) pm @r-lanlelecele(-saligcn 
firmly on the map. (Okay, it 
® could have been there previously 
§ but had anyone looked for it?) Will 
: The Sensible World of Soccer 
e 1995-96 (SWOS 96) do the same 
, for Saffron Walden, a tiny, cute 
e market town in Essex, beset 
e by snow icy flurries when the 
e Ashmobile carted me there, heater 
§ turned up against the chill? 

e What Sensi fans, who were 





and Player Manager, were crying 
out for for years was a Player 
Manager type game based on the 
ultra-playable Sensible Soccer. 
The March lads responded with the 
original SWOS, a gem of a game, 
but perhaps not everything which 
Player Manager fans might have 
lusted after. | 

SWOS 96 adds some new fea- 
tures and considerable polish to 
the first SWOS. Although Player 





lecocca 
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Manager fans may need some 
grooming before getting into the 


~SWOS mindset. 


“SWOS was never intended to 


be a financial management game,” 
explained Jon Hare, boss of Sen- 


sible Software. “In reality, it is more 
a player coach game than a player 
manager game.” 

The emphasis is strongly on 
tactics. If you can think of a pitch 
formation, you can force your play- 
ers into it. In fact, you can program 
your players to respond to any po- 
sition of the ball on the field. For 
example, you can pack the oppos- 
ing penalty area at corners, or 
crowd your own goal line if you're 
under pressure. Whatever your 
style of play in Sensi, you can pro- 
gram your players to fit it. 

The position in which you play 
your stars will make a massive dif- 
ference to their, and thus, the 
team’s overall performance. To aid 
you in this choice, SWOS 96 intro- 
duces a three-tier skill rating. Each 
player's best three attributes are 
listed beside their name, allowing 
at-a-glance assessments of their 
abilities. Play a star defender in at- 
tack, for example and you'll end up 
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Sensible fans will love the double edge fun. 


with a lost soul who wanders about 
with less conviction than Dennis 
Bergkamp (not easy). This move is 
ile larcli(ctem-tomemerc(emle(croMiUitam- are lees 
red cross at the top of the screen 
and a cross by the names of the 
players who swap places. On the 
other hand, make a good move 
and the reverse is true; big, friend- 
ly green ticks indicate sound man- 
agement procedure. 

Keeping an eye on a player who 
is worrying, or interesting you, is 
very easy with a new option. This 
aire jalirelalecwre manl-edianlelanmelme)alcm ec \\as 
er per side of a match who can 
easily be picked out and assessed 
on his performance. 

High flying managers may get 
approached by international tea- 
ms, though there are a finite num- 
ber of countries which will employ 
a foreigner. The game asks for 
your nationality at the start and 
there are some countries which 
would never dream of drafting in 
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an Englishman - France, for exam- 
ple. If you do fancy a crack at man- 
aging the Lions, you'll need to 
have a lot of success with your 
Premiership club. 

SWOS’ greatest asset has al- 
ways been the huge choice of 
clubs to manage. More than 1500 
ice]anircliMmen’/21 Mm (alsme|(0)el-Mar-\\Zom elcicla 
researched and included. So if 
you're tired of Blighty, why not 
have a crack at Serie A in Italy, or 
To]satciialialemasle)eome)e\-.eel ccm [am manle)c-) 
exotic location? There’s even a 
Liverpool lurking in South America 
Lm Zele mm (ele) aal-lcem=ialelele lab 

Actual management options are 
Tani Cele Mn Comm e)f-\V/cimmelcr-|ialelommm tare) ele lal 
you are expected to keep the 
club’s financial affairs running 
smoothly. Your ability to effect this 
is limited to gate receipts, so per- 
form badly and your bank and the 
board may not be very sympathet- 
om (ola (alc mer-leiion 

At least half the attraction is the 





chance to play your team as well 
as run it, so Sensi fans will love the 
(o(o]U]0)(=ercre (e (10 Mm] a mre) mmr Iker-le (Mar lale| 
management aspects. There is al- 
so the option just to see results, 
which defeats the object in my 
opinion. Far better management 
games exist to ignore the arcade 
Vale] (20) Meh Ohom 

Jon Hare put it succinctly eno- 
ugh. “If you're expecting a Player 
Manager style of game, look else- 
where. The entire focus is on get- 
ting your Sensi team to the peak of 
el=]a(e)gaat-lalercmmr- (ale mn 'Z010] am ilar=lalelt-l 
and competition status will reflect 
this, rather than your finances rul- 
Tate Mi talom el-la(e)anat-laler-Me)amm tats w 0)] (oman 
know which I'd rather boast about: 
‘Did you see that superb individual 
goal?’ instead of ‘I ran rings around 
the bank manager that time!” 

As usual with the Sensible pro- 
gramming set up, Jon Hare goes 
back to classics like Wizball on the 
64, SWOS 96 is a masterpiece of 





re[-S-J[elam-lalem e)coleleclanlenliale mmm Malomalc\ yy 
manual is far better than that 
Ya) (el alm Coxere) an) er-lal(-ve mma cal> mmo) ale] iar-l| 
SWOS and, for those who take the 
time to study and learn all of its op- 
tions, it will reward them with a 
hugely memorable experience un- 
available elsewhere. AU/ 





ARENA 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 









Carri CD Distrisun g@ 







nTruy. ALL AVAILABLE 
\cDTV TITLES IN STOCK AMIGA: 





225+ CD TITLES/150+ CD32 TITLES/80+ CDTV TITLES 





17BIT FIFTH £19.99 
COLOUR LIBRARY £9.99 
AMINET 8 £14.99 

LSD TOOLS 3 £19.99 
EUROSCENE 2 £14.99 
ALIEN BREED 3D £29.99 
EXILE £29.99 


SCI-FI SENSATIONS £19.99 
AGA EXPERIENCE £19.99 
MEETING PEARLS 3 £9.99 
C64 SENSATIONS £19.99 
AMINET SET 2 £29.99 
WORMS £29.99 

SUPER STREETFIGHTER 2 £27.99 












HUTCHINSON ENCYC £9.99 GROLIER ENCYC £29.99 






CDTV DISK DRIVE £34.99CDTV WIRED MOUSE £24.99 


THIS IS JUST A VERY SMALL SELECTION OF THE TITLES & 
SPECIAL OFFERS WE HAVE. PLEASE WRITE OR RING FOR 
THE LATEST LIST. 


WE ALSO STOCK THE COMPLETE ALMATHERA, OPTONICA, 
PD SOFT, MEDIA TEAM & WEIRD SCIENCE RANGES 


CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION 


Dept AU2, Capri House, 9 Dean Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3AA (VISITORS WELCOME) 
=— Tel/Fax: 01628 891022 . 
— TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
















+ AMIGA PD — ALL models ALL versions *% 


P.O. Box 672 
South Croydon 
Surrey CR2 9YS 

Tel: 0181 657 1617 


Public Domain and ShareWare 
— fully tested, documented and virus free! 


%* Edited & Printed docs. 

% YOU choose the programs 
WE make you YOUR disk. 

% 1-3 FULL disks £1-50 each. 

%* 4 plus disks £1.25 each. 


The LATEST in PD and 
SHAREWARE! 
PLUS! Free help & advice by 
post or telephone - anytime. 
* Written Help! sheets. 


%* FREE CLUB MEMBERSHIP :%. 
INFORMATION PACK & 
CATALOGUE DISK only £1 
Including the LATEST Virus Checker & FREE updates + 








INSANITY 









QUALITY AMIGA 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 


000’s of disks in 
stock!!! Including 
entire assassins 
collection, AMOS 
collection, clipart, 
fonts etc & many 

other games, 
utilities. 
You name it, we 
can get it. 

For full listings & a 

free game send 50p 


and an SAE for our 
latest catalogue disk. 


For more information 
call (0378) 054637 
after 6pm. 


99P...s 


Cheques/P Orders 
Payable to A P Varley, 
insanity PD 
542 Grange Rd, 
Gilligham, Kent, ME7 2UH 



























Dept. AUI 99b London Road, Gloucester GL1 3HH. 
Presents.... 
Lottery Winner Pro III For only £5.00 
80% Amiga Shopper Xmas ’95. 
Grime - Only £4.99 

THE map editor. 94% “Star Buy” Amiga Shopper Xmas 95. 
LightSpeed - Only £4.99 (2 Disks) 
Sublime Software present the ultimate Tron/Tag game. 1.5MB 

Smart CardZ - Only £3.99 


Klondike for non-AGA machines. Dozens of converted cardsets. 
All prices include p+p. We are offering up to 50% royalties ! 


ye 


Bruce Smith Books 


New Books for your Amiga 


Bruce Smith’s Total! Workbench 3 

The complete guide to Workbench on Amiga 
A1200 and beyond. The long-awaited follow- 
up to the best-selling A1200 Insider Guide. All 
aspects of using the Workbench are covered in 
depth with plentiful illustrations, practical 
examples and tutorials. Nothing is left 
unexplained. 

ISBN: 1-873308-55-8, 416 pages. £19.99 
inclusive. 


Bruce Smith’s Total! AmigaDOS 

Suitable for any Amiga with AmigaDOS 3x- 
A1200, A4000 etc. AmigaDOS is built into every 
Amiga and learning how to use it can greatly 
enhance your use of the Amiga. Every 
AmigaDOS command covered. 

ISBN: 1-873308-56-6, 512 pages, £21.99 
inclusive. 


Paul Overaa’s Total! Assembler 

The complete and up to date guide to writing 
superb programs for your Amiga. Follow the 
step by step examples (all provided on disk) 
and you'll soon master Amiga assembly 
language programming techniques. ISBN: 1- 
873308-57-4, 512 pages, two disks, £24.99 
inclusive. 


UK Comms - Internet and More 

This is the complete computer communications 
book with everything you need to get started 
and progress in one easy to use package. 
Written by John Kennedy and Darren Irvine. 
ISBN: 1-873308-40-X, 320 pages, £19.95 
inclusive. 


BSB - Masters of Amiga 

Practical: Real examples with no detail left out 
and no assumptions made; step by step tutorial 
text with examples and illustrations at every 
important point; great design to make 
information easily accessible. Useful: 
Comprehensive reference material fully indexed 
and with no stone left unturned; programs, 
routines and utilities on disk; technical 
appendices, bibliographies and glossaries. 
Reliable: The best authors, regularly updated; 
Amiga developer status. 

Bruce Smith Books publishes a complete 
range of books for your Amiga. Whether you 
run a secondhand A500 or an A4000 040 
we've got a book for you. 

Send or ring for a free catalogue. 


24 hour credit card hotline: 
01923 894355 


Cheques/POs/cards to: 
BSB, Freepost 242, St Albans, 
Herts, AL2 3BR 
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ARENA 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 






































































































































































































CATALOGUE WORKSHOP (2) GALAXY BLAST CRY FOR DAWN 
Sh ape SEVER TLES Wee eas ONES 2 
RAPHI 
OTELECTROCAD DELUXE PACMAN DRACULA DOOP Dept AUI2, 64 Stapleford Road, Luton, Beds LU2 8AY 
EMULATORS BATTLE CARB 2 SHARON STONE LAWNMOWER DETH (2) 
SID V2.0 QUIZMASTER YABBA DABBA & 1 5 § ha 7 
TOOLS 3 TOMCAT GIRLS OF SPORT MERCILESS ers 
MED 3.2 ATOM BASHER PAULINA NAPALM DEATH 
UIMLE OFFICE CARD GAMES OBIN HOOD KD. LANG W ly all PD and collections at the best prices!! 
ROBIN HOOD sh 
cameos |  olSste a ners wpe Pn nto So iaaaiaberiph 
ER eR ‘ 
PS FONTS (10) POD ictemee MISERY This includes anything sold by any other PD compan 
TYPE 1 FONTS (5) TENNIS ar SIMPLE MINDS 
OCK STRIKE 10 PIN MAGNA MANIACS SWEET CHILD i+? ictri 
RIM DATABASE POOL re pig pes as long as it’s freely distributable. 
DISNEY CLIPS OLYMPIAD (2) GARFIELD (2) 
CHO ea yok otf DEEP SPACE 9 THE UNFORGIVEN (5) d h ' 
1 IRON MAIDEN (4 Y ¢ 
D PAINT FONTS (10) ARTILLERUS WENDY prey pescinctahd * %* Speedy despatch, or se Standard Disks: 
MINIMORPH SERENE JIMI HENDRIX (2) (2) a full refund voucher with 
Pe a Fee MP oo A ms CORN CIRCLES DREAM TRIPPING ik Heke per disk 
ST. MODS (10) SKYFLYER CLASSIC MUSIC (2) Y eae 10D DOS i sicevisieciceaiis 65p 
JC GRAPH TOTAL WAR | LIFT MY CUP *% 20% loyalty discount 6 to 9 disks 60 
MAGNUM V1.8 CRAVE Ponovgener ag Ta plinht guns oe | ee p 
DISK OPTIMISER WREX end us your own Olan 10+ disks 50 
QUALITY CLIPS (5) BACKGAMMON CELEBRITY SPECIALS (5) AMSON IQ ehctes € me) PLE CSRS corecrscnsersererrsensones p 
aaa (5) Pot i hy (4) FAIRLIGHT 242 IS or even iower prices: . 
l 
SPECTRUM EMULATOR V17 | MR MEN OLYMPICS (2) SUPERGIRLS 3 TOTALLY TEKNO * Freehelpandadvice by post. Supervalue Disks: 
SPECTRUM GAMES (8) BEYOND FORCE (2) ils i 
BEGINNERS BENCH SUPER PRIX SEXY DROIDS Full details in our two disk (2 or 3 titles on one disks) 
NO ERRORS ee SEXY DREAMS catalogue, free with any per title 
ABC UTILITIES SQUIDS UTOPIA (4) P&P Included 
tap Oem ainsi al BO DEREK 100 CAP BOX «ss £7.40 order, or send 50p or two 1st PO SURES a from 45p 
NCOMM ¥30 SORRY MARIA WHITTAKER 100 4-COLOUR LABELS ... class stamps to cover P&P. ®t Oo lee from 40p 
PRINT A CARD SCORCHED TANKS seth ind ose AL RRR EASES PSIG NERS Be a £2.50 : 
SLIDE SHOW MAKER STEWARDS ENQUIRY MADONNA SEX (3) DISK DRIVE CLEANER (Includes a free game.) {O04 titles. from 30p 
MAVERICK V5.0 SOLAR LORDS DOMINEA GY OR TR eee vos 
good. aya Pa te vel AMEMAT A: — ><) Bl casaceatanectobuencentascdeospanees £3.29 
SPECTRAPAI TATJANA A4 MOUSEMAT ........ £3.29 2 
LYAPUNOU AGA SON OF BLAGGER : 
nibs nn TANK N STUFF ee 500 800 1200 Special Offer 
BS) AA Vaca 2 gS BFPO (3) ee Ami File Safe User £25.75 (save £4), Pro £57.75 (save £12). 
MUSIC RIPPERS GOBBLERS SEXPLOSION (3) 10 CAP BOX ........005 £1.49 : * ‘ 
“Ait 100 GAMES (7) india crden Polonia gga Both include 16 free PD disks, worth £8, and free catalogue disks 





(Please add £3 to cover P&P, cheques payable to M. Wood). 




















All titles work on 
all Amigas, all 
titles are single 

disks unless 
otherwise stated 
in brackets 


We also have lots of good quality 
secondhand games at very reasonable 
prices. At present we have lots of RPG, 
adventure, war simulations, sport, 
platformers and shoot-em-ups, so if you 
want a game and you can't find it then we 
may have it, you never know 
















Between 9am and 5pm 
Disks normally despatched in 24 hours 
P&P 50p PER ORDER, NOT PER DISK 
EUROPE 25p PER DISK R.O.T.W. 50p PER DISK 


Catalogue Disk Available 




















ALL DISKS 90p EACH 

Please make cheques, BUS wewr © Dept APR 

POs payable to Bus Stop 

PD and send it with your aN ON HCanRE LETT aa 

order to: Cheques payable to M Wood please 
































KOBRAHSOFT QUALITY PD 


Don’t get bitten by buying cheap, poor quality PD. We sell the best. If we haven’t got what you want, 
please tell us and we will get it. We have over 5000 titles available, so we should have something to 
interest YOU! We pride ourselves on our speed of delivery - we try and send out every order on the same 









Arug, Demos, Games, Fonts, Music, ClipArt, Slide Shows, 
Animations, Game Cheats and more. 


Accessories: Blank Disks, Flip Top, Mouse mats and 


Public Domain 1-10 disks 


prices are 


Mouse houses. All at reasonable prices. 
Send 2x Ist class stamps to receive a catalogue disk. 


£1.00 each 
11-20 disks £0.95 each 
21-50 disks £0.85 each 
Over 50 disks £0.80 each 
Over 100 disks £0.70 each 


Plus 75 pence 
Postage & 
Packing on PD 
disks per order 





Amiga Hardware Ref. Manual (2nd Ed. - WB 


day it is received - no waiting for DAYS. We accept payment by cheque, PO and Access and Visa. To give Mastering Amiga Beginners (WB 1/2) ... £9.95 1.3) c.sccssssscsssssessessssssssssssessssseeessnseesssnnecssssnecs £9.95 
idea of what we stock: oe 
ll Mastering Amiga Beginners (WB3)...... £19.95 | AmigaROM Kernal: Includes (2nd Ed.—WB 1.3 
UTILITIES GAMES G4 OCS g 
MOST V156. Text Viewer am NEBY?) Mastering AmigaDOS 2 Vol 2 (Reference) .... — ccsscesssssorsssseseecsssnsesecsssnenssesennnsssseossscesssssscessonse £14.95 
eneRaTOR a rveevesesnsonsosnsonsoensonnsensonsonnesntennsonnresnen £19.95 Amiga Hardware Ref. Manual (3rd Ed. WB 2) . 
in HOOLER PIR Uli, , RUNNERMINE 6 aes Mastering Amiga PRUNES ses saiccsssesaion t\ ta pie wvtnnnnnnnnmnnnnennenernnnnnnnnnnte Fak 
ts nek utliy: pitied Mastering Amiga SPN oo rcssseresceoteees £29.95 Amiga ROM Kernal: Includes (3rd Ed.) £34.95 
ee viruses Peppy oe Mastering Amiga AMOS .....ssssssssssssssssees £19.95 Amiga ROM Kernal: Libraries (3rd Ed.).......... 
ee re Calendar oe DONKEY KONG ee Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Tutor ............ CRE so CER Ti Sah hip ub ba deoteon £34.95 
TORN V4.0 - Latest Comms program MEGAB A Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Reference ...... £21.95 | Amiga ROM Kernal: Devices (3rd Ed.) £25.95 
RECALL V2.3 - Diary program GALAGA 92 Mastering AmigaDOS Scripts ..........ss0+«. £19.95 Amiga Real-Time 3D Graphics...........++. £14.95 
2 - Organiser DEFENDER ' ei 
We have hundreds more games and utilities and also:- DATABASES, GRAPHICS, ANIMATIONS, SLIDES, Mastering Amiga Programming Secrets£21.95* Computers & Chaos Amiga Edition..... £14.95 
MUSIC AND SOUND REMOS., eS ATIONAL PROGRASS FONTS, Series: BUSINESS PROGS. Amiga Al 200 Beginners pack .......ss:++0 £39.95 Amiga Game Makers Manual .............00+ £16.95 
a sol cach creed for tree CAT dak Be ey Amiga Al200 Workbench Pack sun £39.95 Amiga BASIC: A Dabhand Guide........ £15.95 
VISA KOBRAHSOFT, Pl View, Hulme Lane, Hulme, L , Stoke-on-Trent. a i i i i 
, sy phone 0178 Tes! WF ciso take Access and Vie PUK Bec On = phi oe! ifs EP biceisaraasvte ke snc 0 ea am. ee 
miga Nsider Guide .........sssesesseee : otal! Amiga Workbench 3 ........s:ssss0e 
: Amgia A1200 Insider Guide............::0000 £14.95 Total! Amiga AmigaDOS ..........-sseeccessees £21.99 
ee a ONG BAe A1200 Next Steps sennnnnnnnsnsene £14.95 Total! Amiga Assemble .....c0ueese £24.99 
“as Amiga Disks & Drives ...sssssssssssssssssesssee £14.95* Total! Amiga Workbench........ssssssssssss £19.99 
Tel: (01472) 886386 > : 

We stock Fred Fish Aca co 17Bit. Scope, TBAG, NZ Amiga Workbench A to Z ssssescsssssseees CUASS* ) Total Amin 08 oasis ccs ascssscostanienens £21.99 
’ : | Amiga Assembler Insider Guide ......... £14.95* Total! Amiga Assembler .............sssssss000» £24.99 


*free companion disk supplied 


FREE postage in U.K. Europe airmail & Worldwide surface mail add £1 
per item. Airmail outside Europe add 25% 
Access & Visa orders accepted. Tel/Fax 01706-715028 
Send SAE for descriptive catalogue. 
We also support the Commodore-64 — send for list and stock a vast 
range of PC books. 


DTBS (Dept AU02) 7 Castle Lane, Todmorden, Lancs OLI4 8AF 
Tel/Fax: 01706 812800 





CLASSIC AMIGA PD 


SOFTWARE 


Wile &Kyote 

C Star Trek 

_] Flintstones ‘18’ 

C] Roswell Aero 

C) Golfers Guide A1200 
C] Batman 

L) Gulf Conflict 2Meg 


L) Little Office 

CL) Txt Engine US 6/12 

L] Diary 2000 

CL] Amibase Pro 2 

C] Pelican Press 3 disks 

CJ Resume Writer 

LC] Award Maker Plus 

C] Label Maker 

CJ Bus Card Maker (Not A12) 
C] Typing Demon A6/12 





C Generation X (2D) 6Meg 
Al2 
C1) Shaka Laka A1200 
LJ Mods 21 
Deutracker 2 Player 
Sonic Drumkit 2 6/12 
Voodoo People 6/12 
Graveyard 2 6/12 
Planet M Al2 
Octamed Mods 10 
Lech Aga 


II 


CICICIL 


Grannys Cockbeck 
Holy Bible 6 cases 
C] Amiga Beginner 

OC 10/10 Maths 

Little Imps 

Kids Disk 7 
Physician 

Global Facts 2 disks 
6th Form Education 
Easy Spell 2 

Back to Skool 3 
Dinosaurs 

Ham Radio 

|_| D-Day 1944 

OC Highway Code 

C] Photography 

CJ Astronomy 

[) Beginners 1,2&3 


| Internet Guide (A1200) 


[| GCSE Maths 
_] Astronomy 
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If 
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[| Magic 64 A1200 

|_| Magic 64 Games A1200 
OC Messy Sid 3 

Apple 2000 A1200 

_] Shapeshifter 3 A1200 
2E Lokick 1.4 A6/12 
Spectrum Aga 

CL) PC Task 3.1 A1200 





Amiet 9 v.cscsssssseseees 14.25 
Aminet Set .......+«... 1 24.25 
Aminet Set 2 ...s0 24.25 
Meeting People 33 ..... 9.25 
NFA Aga Experience 19.25 
The Colour Library .... 9.25 
DeMmomaniia .......sve+ 9.99 
Desktop Video .......... 12.99 
Grolier EM, ...sssssss 24,99 


Donkey Kong 

C] Tennis 

C) Castle of Dreams 

C Frogger A500 

OC Croak 2 46/12 

LJ Depthcharge 6/12 

C] Everlander 6/12 

C Derring Do 

C) Strip Glotter ’18' 6/12 
CO Mortal Kumquat 3 6/12 
C1] Smurf Hunt 

C1 Jouster 3 
L) Galaga 2.6 
[Argus 

C) Power Battle 

C] Sewer Blast A12 
CJ Solo Assault 6/12 
L) T-Racer 





L] Legend Pound Island 

[| Battle at Sea 6/12 

LJ Course Angler (2D) 6/12 
C) Train Driver Sim A/12 
(] Blackdawns (2D) A/12 





C Platman 6/12 

CJ Odyssey A1200 

_] Commando Raid 6/12 
Biker Babe 6/12 

_] RuffN’ Tumble Al2 
CF Bomb Pac A/12 

C1) Secret Elf Squad 6/12 
C Ruffian Al2 

C1) Alien Bash 2 Al2 

C] Citadel (Doom) All 





Nigel Mansell 

Virtua Karting Al2 
Motor Duel 6/12 
Flaming Engines 6/12 
Mangled Fenders Al2 
Skidmarks 2 Al2 


ILI CI GIaCo 








C Tetris 

C] Grape Tetris A1200 

C1 The Rabble 

C] Monopoly 6/12 

LJ Wordplay 

|_| Puzzle Pits 2 6/12 

X-Balls 

Klonke Aga 3 disks 
Dr Who Quiz 

(_] Ultimate Quiz 2 

C) Hangman 


C1 Magic WB 6/12 

[] 100 Printer Drivers 
C] Virus Checker V8.4 
C] WB2 HD Installer 
[] WB3 HD Installer 
CID Copy 3 1 

CJ Error Info 

_] RF Copy V4 

] A Backup V5 

C] Fred Fish 944 
C1) Torls Daemon 2 








Assassins CD2 ....ss0++s 17.25 
NS Clipart ...ccssssccscsee 8,25 
NS Fonts ...sssssssssesssees 8.25 
ASIWIOTK. ssseossssvesscessees 9,25 
C64 Sensations ........ 17.25 
Fetes 5 inns scicicninse 15.25 
17 Bit 5th Dim.......... 17.25 
Global Experience .. 22.25 
DIMOSAULS .....ssssseeeses 19.25 


*Free cat disk with first order 


*Disks £1.00 order each — order 10 get 3 free 


*Post packing 75p per order 


0161 723 1638 


11 DEANSGATE, RADCLIFFE 
MANCHESTER M26 9YJ 








AMOS 
CLUB 


Disk 
MAGAZINE 


WAC (AUI) 
5 Lockton Road, 
Whitby 
North Yorkshire 
YO21 3NB 


Cheques payable to P. Gumsley 


all prices include P+P 










Est 1990 


Dept (AUD), 23 Stanwell Close, Wincobank, Sheffield S9 1P2 
Tel/Fax: (0114) 296 7825 Mon — Sat 9.30am-7pm 


F1 GOLD TITLES (PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE) 
(all titles include a printed manual for easy use) 


Ideal for makeing Diskmags etc. Use this to make your own 
BLACKBOARD V64 ............ £8.50 graphical adventure games easy. 
Best image manipulation MAGIC PAINT BOX.......... £6.50 
package. Convert from one Great paint package for the kids. 
format to another. Add music to pictures. A must. 


5D LICEN CEWARE (PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE) 
FDU 004 DISK SYSTEM V3. Create your own multi-media disks for 


catalogues, education etc. Easy to use, rated 95% by Amiga Shooper £2.95 
FDG 003. JUMP ’EM. A very good arcade puzzle game. Hours of fun .... 
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FDG 007 BLACK DAWN II. Superb 3D reg game. A must ............ ‘ 
FDG 008 OG THE CAVEMAN AGA. Cute platform game. Good GX... 
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OUR PD PRICES We have over 16000+ disks available 


for our great catalogue disk just send 










1 $0.5 GISKS. ..ccocccacscoreccens 65p 5 30 samen Op ask for 4 cone wilh 

6 tO OGISKS ..sssccssssccernsees 60p Te 

10+ seeeecesescceees sseeseceseeensees 50p We accept all major credit cards. 
Disks from just 30p each NO MINIMUM ORDER VALUE 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: 0114 2967825 
—_— = S&S &) Ww 






















Delphus Visuals uses Amiga/PC 
platforms to produce high quality 
stills and animation for all aspects of 
computer graphics applications. With 
a personal service you can be sure 
that you are involved in every stage of 
production, from design right 
through to the end product. 
Working in the following areas: 
3D Modelling/Animation £350 per 10hr day 


Architectural & Product Visualisation £350 per 10hr day 
Multimedia & Conference Displays £Please Call 


Image Processing/2D Animation £Please Call 
Web Page Design & Implementation £50 per hr 
MPEG/FMV/Quicktime £Please Call 


Output to: Video (Broadcast- VHS), CD Rom, Al Colour Prints 


For further information 
Please call Simon Wilson on 


(01633) 613300 


ARENA {| 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 





For Amiga Beginners £14.99p inc p&p overseas £17.99 
Tel: 0421-563894 some programs require VVtTS 2&3 
The LC.V._TFT. Package witli Co nmt aainm 

30 Min Tutorial Video VHS Format. Captionator 2. Subtitling Program 
Insoript 1.1 not ASOO. WB2+ only DTV. Spectrapaint V3.0 Paint Program 
Utilities Disk. Copier. Text Editor Ect. 2 Fonts Disks. Bitmap & Truecolour 


Printed Documentation Supplied 
UK Cheques & p/o only & International orders 


THE 
AMIGA 
USER 
CLUB 


a TREE PD! 


x Membership 
Discounts! 

x FREE MONTRLY 
Newsietter! 


* Special Offers! 


Est. 9 years 





(GHisa5se) e&Sicig 


Amiga Mouse 
CRIME NUN oe cc tucicaidehasddn doncebsesnscndsdventcanaabtiesise £7.99 
PIII SRI Sahn iia sai rch ochny bitin cp petatcseconctblionsets £7.99 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


Sales and Support 
for the pro-video 
user. After 20yrs in 
the TV industry and 
7 yrs with AMIGAs, 
we can build, astall 
upgrade, and do 
most things with 
computer graphics 
and video systems. 
“where computers 


Drive Repairs 
A500/A500+ 
A600/A1200 
90% Success Rate 
All repairs are covered with 90 day warranty po PR PEIN sisi ccc cccsosobestbapcieneionians £7.99 


: NOP MI IIIT iio Ca sidcchaloneeacdcsanebddelaaauceeiancaea £2.99 
A500, A500+ Keyboard repair Amiga A500 Case 


A520 Modular repair ; ; (Replacement Top and Bottom) 
Amiga Power Supply Unit . THOTT HIE alii eect oodesidieckeacns: £2.99 
or send your faulty one and pay only.. £19.99 _ Various Drive Spares 


1 Year warranty. Allow 7 to 21 days for delivery 


Cheques + Postal Orders payable to: 
+ Wty or faulty Amiga Computers/Hardware, 
A 


10% Discount if you quote this number - 2341 


(01332) 291219 





and video 


ELECTRICS 


Send SAE for details or 
telephone 


EXAMPLE PRICES 
Brilliance V2 
Lightwave 3D.... 
Citizen ABC Printer 


come together” 





Talk to us about 
Lightwave3D PAR, 
2ABit Cards, Monitors, 
TVPaint, Wacom 
Tablets, SCSI Disks, 
DAT, CDROM, RAM, 
Scanners, Genlocks, 
Fonts, Subtitling, 
Prompting, Custom 


Tel 
0116 276 6668 





vse £18.0 
“4\10 
PLUS MANY MORE! 


We also supply Amiga Software/ 
Hardware to non members - VES! 100 Ga mes 








telephone for details on 7 Disks on ly Prog ramming, 
The Ami a £6 post free ae etme 
User Clu Arcade/Puzzles/ Tel/ Fox 0161 793 193] 


22 Heol Marlais nth Compuserve 100046 


Llandybie 
36752 Silver Birch Grove, Swinton, 


PNaslaat-lalielas. 
DY acd aeaas MANCHESTER, M27 5FZ. 


Tel: 01269 851413 








For 2 disk catalogue with included | 
please send 3 Ist class stamps or a cheque for 75p to... 





ARROW PD 
Arrow Pd 3: 
PO BOX 7, 
Become a member and get disks even cheaper! See cat disk for details. DOVER, 


We update our catalogue every month. All disks error and virus free. 
*Denotes AGA only. HD Denotes Hard Drive required KENT. CT15 4AP 


7211 Photogenics Demo (1) * 


| 2142 MiniMorph (1 
7184 Deluxe Galaga V2.6 (1) (WB2+) 549. SpectraPaint 1) 


7120 Intruder Alert (1) (WB2+) 0642 C-Light (1) 
6985 Raid IV (1) “ge 

_ 2921 Solo Assault (1) 0937 Animation Studio (1) 
6860 Fears 2 Demo (1) * = in ee 
6974, 6975 The Last Soldier (2) 


7 Dae nes = Sees 
6959 Dark Angel Demo (1) 7167 Beci : 
£ ginners WB3 Guide (1) (WB2+) 
Chesed ae ee 1787 Octamed Tutor (1) (WB2+) 
vox 7o ADVENTURES 6742 Guide to the Internet (1) 
| 2357 GCSE Maths (1) 
de ne a) ee 5002 Language Tutor (1) 
: 2160, 2161 Tome of Myths (2) 
| 7136, 7137 The Suitcase (2) 2853 Iron Maiden (1)* 
nat pir an Y 1 UTILITIES. 687 Asterix (1)° 
| ow) Arrow SuperUtils | (1) (WB2+) Eas 


ee 7145 Arrow SuperUtils II (1) (WB2+) 
7104 Conquest & Dominion (1)(1Meg+) 7164 V-Checker V7.18 (1) (WB2+) 
7109 Galactic Struggle (1) (WB2+) 7204 Browser II (1) (WB2+) 
0554, 0555 Clash of the Empires (2) 7001 AntiFlicker & Inter (1) perin ran 
7180 Critical Hit (1) (WB2+) 7020 FastGif2 (1) animation. See what your Amiga is 


3167 The Little Office (1) capable of £4.50 


6999 A500+ Emulator (1) (1 Meg+) 
7114, 7119 Hyperace ( 7155 Hyper V1.19b (1) (WB2+) SP4 Space Adventure Pack (5) (WB2+) 
71 


33 Screech! (1) (WB2+) 7158 Plotter (1) This pack of four games casts you 
7177 F1-GP ED V3.02 (1) (WB2+) 7166 X-Password (1) out into Deep Space to pit your 
_ 2298 High Octane (1) 7157 \Imploder V4 (1) wits against all sorts of aliens!! £4.50 
_ 6892 Last Lap (1) 7156 Text Engine V5.0 (1) (WB2+) 


1194 ProTracker (1) 
7171 Kite Sim (1) 
7170 Football icons (1) (WB2+) 
7038, 7039 The Rosewell Slides (2) * 
6777 X-Files Guide (1) 












Amiga E Guide (1) tar Trek TNG (1)* 
6484 Wallace and Gromit (1) * 
6443 Art Cardset (1)* 

6488 StreetFighter 2 (1)* 

6481 Record Covers (1)* 
6333 Nightmare Before Xmas (1)* 
6483 Doom II (1)* 











“New UsersPack(5) 
Learn about your new machine. 
Experiment with sound, colour and 


MEHL OTOH ROR DOEYO URANO UPON NAA IO EEO OM LILO MONTIEL AEG ISERIES! 











ae Moa euetarert ne Hear pee ep pen 
i uperuames 
1% oy ig) Rabe tvs 70p Pst oa any 
7100 BloodBall (1) 0906 Print Studio (1) 
SH Gott 2 ae Il (4)* HD ss ee ul te size order. Please 
7175 Dynamics AGA (1)* 0260 Games Music Creator (1) payable to: 
_ We also sell blank disks for 38p each ARROW PD 


KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


xk SPECIAL OFFER x 


ALL OUR PD DISKS ONLY 50p EACH 
KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KK 
Send 4 x First Class Stamps for our Catalogue Disk 
KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 
Make Cheques / Postal Orders payable to: 
Amicem PD 
DEPT AUI, 22 CHURCH VIEW CLOSE, HAVERCROFT, WAKEFIELD, 
WEST YORKSHIRE, WF4 2PH. TEL: 0421 682227 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK 
LONG LIVE THE AMIGA 













































X-Mas Offer | InterNET Requests 


Free X-Mas pack Want stuff of the 
(value £5) internet. 
free with every order | Haven’t got a modem? 
over £10 not inc P&P We will get it for your. 


£1 per 800k 


Convert your Amstrad 
COLOUR MONITOR £10 
DIY MADE 
464/6128 (CTM 644/0) Picture only £6 £10 


464/6128 (CTM 644/0) ine Stereo 
Speakers 31 £40 
464.6128 PLUS (CM14)incsound £9 ~=— £15 
464,6128 Green (GT-65) Pic Only {6 £10 
Dept AU Hagars Electronics 
127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent 
ME12 1UB 
Tel: (01795) 663336 
Money Back approval P&P inc 


CQ/P.0./ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH 
Delivery 2 days 


Surf across to AMIGAS 
BBS and download our 
latest cat disk plus news, 
info and all the 5D demos 
PREETI 


1 Lower Mill Close, 
Goldthorpe Rotherham, 
S Yorks S63 9S9BY 


EXPpererice 


NFA & SAdNESS The AGA 
PD present their Experience 
first Tite tre (-toe dal) 
Amiga CDROM LATEST AGA 
disc - The AGA Amiga PD/ 
Experience. Shareware. 
This is the first This includes: 
CDROM dedicated © 100 MB of 
to A1200/A4000 greatest AGA 
owners! It Utilities. 
features: 2 150 MB of best 
© EXCLUSIVE NFA AGA Slideshows. 
productions. 2 100 MB of the 
2 EXCLUSIVE best AGA games. 
Klondike cardsets. 2 200 MB of the 
2 EXCLUSIVE AGA latest AGA Demos. 
Slideshows. 2 Mods, Pics, 
2 Magic Objects & much 
Workbench Colour more! 
scheme This is a NEW 
2) Custom Ray- release at just 
Traced Icons. £19.99! 
2) Licensed Amiga For more details 
Report diskmags about The AGA 
2 All AGA Amiga Experience, please 
Doom-Clones contact us. 
AUI 90% ¢ Amiga Computing 8/10 *« CU Amiga 90% 
(Trade Enquiries Welcome). 
SAdENESS. 13 Russell Terrace, 
Mundesley, Norfolk. NR11 8LJ. 
ENGLAND 
TEL/FAX: (01263) 722169 EMAIL: 
RICHARD_BROWN@METNET.DEMON.CO.UK 





POPULAR PD 


3108 — TEXT ENGINE V5.0 

3107 — PSYCHO COPIERS 

3106 — CHUBBY BROWN JOKES 
3103 — PC TASK V3 

3100 — SENLAC 101 UTILS 

3088 — ULTIMATE CHEATS 
3086 — ROKETZ 

3084 — RAGE OF MAGIC 

3082 — SQUI V1.0 

3081 — BIKINI CARDSET 

3077 — PLAYBOY 2 CARDSET 
3075 — EROTICA CARDSET 
3071 — FIT CHIX CARDSET 
3066 — COVERTER MASTER 
3062 — HD GAMES INSTALLERS #4 
3061 — GALLEONS 

3059 — MORTAL KUMQUAT 3 
3058 — ARTCORE 


CD ROMS 


17 BIT THE 5TH DIMENSION £18.99 
ADULT SENSATIONS 2 
AMINET 8 

AMOS CD 2 

ASSASSINS 2 

FRESH FISH 8 

GOLD FISH 2 
NETWORK 2 

SPECCY SENSATIONS 2 
UPD COLD 4 CD’S 
WORLD OF PINUPS 2 
WORLD INFO 95 
ZOOM 


£18.99 
£15.99 
£17.99 
£18.99 
£28.99 
&25.99 
£13.99 
£18.99 
£28.99 
£15.99 
£35.99 
£19.99 


MANY MORE CD ROMS IN STOCK 


Please add £1 to cover postage on 
all CD ROMS ordered thankyou. . . 


Please add 80p to cover Postage & Package on all orders, R.O.W. add 25p per disk 


Compugraphic Fonts 
£5.00 inc P&P 


Choose any 5 disks from 
our compugraphic 
format range 
















Ultimate Emulators | Home Business Set | Internet software | Klondike Set | Maps ClipArt 
£3.00 inc P&P £10.00 inc P&P £6.00 inc P&P | £10.00inc P&P | £10.00 inc P&P 
A selection of 10 disks full of applications, | All you need to get onto | Latest version of Klondike | A-Z Maps of the world 
iggy Poe and pames | ie Spreadsheet, Database, | the Internet and explore | plus 6 pos we selected Very high standard 
or your amiga! 16 Di cardsets. 
Spectrum, Colee. | Wome siicemior, Accounts] SY VERSBOee! # Ee AGA only. 10 disks os 


We stock 


ASI games: 1 — present 
LSD Utils: 1 -— 149 
Fred Fish: 1 — 1000 

T-Bag: 1 -— 78 

Scoope: 1 — 220 


































New Hardware 


We now sell Amiga, PC, 
and console hardware! 
Ring for more details 
Price list available on 
request 








ARENA 


To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, > | 
telephone 0171-586-7717 or fax 0171-483-1774 INTERNATIONAL a 





In 1990 the Amiga 500 was awarded the prestigious accolade of “European 


. MUSIC PRESE,, WIN A PIECE OF AMIGA HISTORY 


David Pleasance 


Ee MD of torimnodore Computer of the Year’, you could win that actual computer plus the 


original certificate awarded to Commodore. A unique collectors item to 
cherish. All you have to do is call 0891-6003 15 and answer this 
question -Who is regarded as the father of the Amiga? 


















“lam very proud to be an integral part of this (Read this advert for the answer) A winner will be 
selected at random and be notified by post. 


s cost 39p per min cheap rate, 49p 





exciting project. With many hundreds of 


hours of solid use the Amiga S | C, O F TE N 

performed flawlessly, it’s easy MU Y E 

to understand why she ym A 
really is Everybody's ~~ 

Girlfriend @) 





per min all other times. Please ask 
billpayer's permission before 
dialing. The maximum call 








& og GREAT TRACKS 
Na Inspired by Amiga. Recorded with Amiga. 
vd 5 
A) Written and produced by Amiga people. ce 
f If you love Amiga you will love this! O O 
2) 
pi! LIVING ON THE BREAD LINE. €1 DON'T WANT: [TO LOSE YOU cg & 





PRISONER OF PASSION ¢ ROSES ¢ EVERBODY’S GIRLFRIEND BLUES 
LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS ¢ PARA MI AMIGA (HOMAGE TO JAY MINER) 
DONT LET ME PALL © GEI IN OUICK © CAY OU) DOWN: @ iNet Y 
CRAZY LIKE THE WIND e FIESTA AFTER [HE SIESTA © FEELS LIKE DREAMIN iS | 





eee eae aaa aaa aia ae ae 





CREDIT CARD HOTLINE COMPACT DISC CASSETTE MAIL ORDER FORM 
| Please rus h me ___ copies of “Everybody’s Girlfriend” 
| 

O 8 5 : 3 5 & t 4 ; One Compact Disc [] Cassette ie Allow 21 days delivery | 
I 
To PO ae Roe inate Ii eR he elie eds oo tite atc ba LO cM | 
ee ee | Le Nelo be pngeipe sitrgunas payy sd tes Spyllbayilih a Byaliny ent hy Care eRe a 
“Everybody’s Girlfriend’”’ Pie ee a ae ge I are a eae ee eae Meade ital ast obes 
Tangent Music, Dial House, Unit 6, POREABE) PRCe Is AD NG En ot W EUBEIOI MAIS VU ATION OD oc cs csecicscssssscscsscossvsesessscsevscosvovvcebocdeletvestsbeseedssdissctbeesaveesesesceeess ) 
A | 
Peter James Business Centre, FILL IN THE COUPON. WITH CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER | crrsiseresesescssscnsscesscssscesscenecetecs Postco d Danse setscs i -vbselsoticsssrs ap epleeiEy 
Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 3NT PAYABLE TO TANGENT MUSIC | Enclose cheque/postal Order for : 


eee eae ee eee 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 





4th Level Delphus Visuals.......... Home Entertainment.. Pen Dragon ....... 87-92 
Development cared cco ae Rie a ee PaO SPD ROR i lc sscesces 0-7 
Alternge ices 14 DEBS aoadaiwen: 87-92 Hornsoft PD....... 87-92 Saddletramps PD......... 
AMICOR ie ae S702. Eycteckacsyties 5. SE MASAI aca wicca 2 ARR Sa ORS ee 75, 87-92 
Amiga User Club87-92 First Computers ...... 2D. Kew 7 CONCCION ou, Sadeness PD....... 87-92 
Arrow PDiies.s 87-92 France Festival........ ed toed rua de on Ri) - Soa Ps. ey 87-92 
Asgard Software 87-92 Future PD .......... 87-92 Kobrahsoft ......... 87-92 Quantum Leap 

BH Electrics 7.07798 Gaslemet oii c OD TOOKES iii: AO SRO WATOS ste 19 
Bruce Smith Books..... GG Electronics ..;..... DL, Mit lc 34 Universal Trade ...... 11 
ai aes 87-92 Golden Image......;;. 7] Med@4d3.2..4.,..:..0..94 -nderoround PD «75 
Bus St0p FD ....:. ese Nae 4) | ORR etd eat 25 | eetCY BUwWare 7) VEO PD)... cs seed 95 
Cap 5.0.4 87-92 Hagars Electronics...... Carat ce sae 13. Whitby AMOS Club.... 
CBE EC OIMCG cine. oceania seatactyinss 87-92 Owl Associates ....... (pa ere: 87-92 
Classic Pi ae i eae 2s ee ae taal nates oe Wee DOME .....a5 OBC 


Dette a. Bree HV BOR ue 2 Cat ee eo ee ec ect: v1 


PD 


STAKEOUT 


Texel a lal: | 


The marks awarded to each 
PD disk are based purely up- 
on its own merits and, of 
course, our personal views. 
MELIN(-m fe) guatelal-\var-laemaciit-leyiiiayg 
are also taken into account as 
well as features and quality of 
the software. 


Compatibility 


The PD disks reviewed in this 
issue were tested on an A1200 
with a basic 2 megs of chip 
RAM. Check with your PD 
supplier that the disks you are 
re} ge(-iglale@er-ig-Maerelasley-liielicmay lig 
eeltige-Viilier:B 





Pixel Digital 


Okay, it may not be a junior DPaint, 
but Belles Paint is certainly a good 
little package for knocking out 
graphics. Written in Amos Pro this 
double-disk graphics program can 
be used immediately without the 
need for a manual. It is that simple. 

| generated the image of the 
disk in about five minutes, because 
Belles Paint has all the necessary 
tools - brush, rectangle, curve, text, 





and zoom. Plus a whole lot more 


Piles and piles and piles... 


complains farmer 


Giles, but 





for him to review. 


Be as itt &¢% 


eee r- 4 
feueeeed ; 
Esti | 





accessed on other pages. 


Don’t be misled by the pattern 


button into thinking that only this 
checkerboard screen is available. 
No, this button allows you access 
to a second page of patterns of a 
huge range and variety. 

Belles Paint has been clearly 
thought out to provide the budding 
artist with everything necessary for 
a comprehensive, but cheap, paint 
package. The large buttons and ob- 
vious symbols should make it easi- 
er to use by the younger Amiga 
owner than many of the more com- 
plex commercial offerings. Just the 
sort of usable program to get some 
- or even you - started into Amiga 
art. Highly recommended. 





even if it is a late 70’s vintage idea. 
The only drawback is “what if 
you're not conversant with the 
game?”, how do you play it? No 
docs are provided so it takes time 
learning what the different bonus- 
es, and ghosts chasing you, do. 
Still, all this extra playing improves 


your skills, so practice makes per- 
fect. Gobble, gobble, worth the 


33% 
C233 


Your Choice PD 
Gobble, gobble, gobble... The last 





or 


ShareWare? 


All freely distributable software 
comes under the rather 
deceptive umbrella of “public 
domain”. Quite a lot of this 
software is, in fact, shareware. 
Shareware means that if you 
like the software, or use it fair- 
ly regularly, the author will 
request a reasonable donation 
from £5 to £20. There is usually 
a note on the disk informing 
you if the software is shareware 
or regular PD. 

Whether or not you send a 
donation to the author depends 
totally upon your level of con- 
science and morals. Rem- 
ember, if you send a donation 
to the author, you may receive 
an updated version of the soft- 
ware. Even if you don’t receive 
an update, you will have given 
the author the incentive to con- 
tinue contributing into the pub- 
lic domain. 





words of a Christmas turkey? No, @ @ @ @@@@6@606066860060060666080606006000080 0 


the actions of the smiley character 
with a penchant for energy pills, but 
a dislike of ghosts. 


Yes, that old favourite is back, 
this time in glorious AGA colours for 
the A1200. Who needs all hyperac- 
tive hedgehogs when you can play 
this. Still gets the adrenalin going, 





Roberta Smith DTP 


Three small PD games on one disk. 
It appears good value for money. 
Wrong. There is only one reason- 
able game on this disk: ‘Bubble 
Trouble’. In this a young lad has to 
run about popping large bouncing 
balloons. Each one ‘pops’ into 
smaller ones, and so on. If you are 
hit by a balloon, lose a life. It works 
and is playable, if not the kind of 
game to get you back out of a 
warm bed on a cold night just for 
another try. 

Demon’s Breach is a platform 
game pitting a wizard against 
skeletons, mummies, and witches 
on broomsticks. The whole thing is 
a bit slow and pointless. A really 


good platform game must have 
speed and much, much more in the 
way of puzzles. 

I’ve left the dross till last. Hack is 
a 1988 conversion of a game origi- 
nally developed on the PC. In those 
days this was regarded as a very 
advanced game for the PC if you 
consider minute graphics based on 
text characters advanced. 

Converted for the Amiga, Hack 
benefited from colour and slightly 
better effects. However, unlike the 
classic PacMan, which will remain 
playable for many years to come, 
Hack is one of those proggies best 
forgotten. 


MARCH 1996 e AU/ 93) 


\y 


AUI THe PD Stakeout 





DIGIPIX 10 


Pixel Digital 


Another quality compilation of the 
best images and music from the 
European scene. If you cannot ac- 
cess Euroscene || CD-ROM (re- 
viewed this AUJ) then Digipix 10 is 
how to find out about what these 
guys can produce. 

A score of images are acc- 
essed by via Pixel Digital’s superb 





Network PD 


Alien Breed, now there was a 
game. And this is one too, just the 
one, er, level of a superb blast-’em. 
A taster of what’s to come if you 
register for the full, opulent, ver- 
sion. 

Fabulous (AGA) graphics are 
combined with exciting gameplay 
as you eradicate the denizens of a 
space research station. The ex- 
scientists here were infected by a 
new virus they were developing. 
Your mission is to destroy the sta- 
tion, but you must first battle your 
way around. Unfortunately a side- 
effect of the virus is to render some 
of its victims invisible. 

Ammunition, food, medical aid, 
treasure, and so on, are available 





bat AUI/ e MARCH 1996 


‘Nucleus’ front-end, which also al- 
lows you a choice of music mod- 
ules to play in the background. 
The only disappointment is that 
there is no random auto-play 
mode for stand-alone slideshows. 
But definitely worth a look. 





throughout the mission - in hard to 
get at places, of course! The self- 
destruct sequence has to be acti- 
vated from each level’s computer 
terminal which you can easily 
access using the joystick. A neat 
idea is included here, a game with- 
in a game. From the terminal you 
can choose to play a ‘galaxians’ 
type shoot-’em-up. Marvellous. 
Who wants to work when to you 
can shoot the b******". Die, die, die 
alien fiends... banzai or whatever 
the extra-terrestrial equivalent of 
that Japanese expression may be! 





DEMME 
HOLL & 4 


G6“ cis 





Contacts for PD reviewed in this AUI 


Roberta Smith DTP 
190 Falloden Way 
Hampstead Garden Suburb 
London 

NW11 6JE 

Tel. 0181 455 1626 














KEW=ll 
PO Box 672 

South Croydon 
Surrey 

CR2 9YS 

Tel. 0181 657 1617 




















Malcolm Lavery Saddletramps PD 
20 Shakespeare Avenue 1 Lower Mill Close 
Orgill Goldthorpe 
Egremont South Yorkshire 
Cumbria $63 9BY 







CA22 2HF Tel. 01709 888127 












Network PD Your Choice PD 








22 Walden Road 39 Lambton Road 
Sheffield Chorlton 
Yorkshire Manchester 

$2 3PJ M21 0ZJ 






Tel. 0114 281 9103 Tel. 0161 881 8994 





lf you have created a masterpiece and you would like it reviewed here or if you own a 
Public Domain company and want to contribute new and interesting PD, please don’t 
hestitate to send it in. The address is: 


The PD Stakeout, Amiga User International, Unit 2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road 
London NW1 8LX 
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10 PD DISKS FOR A FIVER FROM OVER 12,000 DISKS, 
BLANK DISKS £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17p IN BULK. WE ARE 
THE CHEAPEST PD LIBRARY IN THIS MAGAZINE!! 


OUR CATDISKS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE UK’S 
COOLEST BBS, MIDNIGHT EXPRESS, ON 01384 865 626! 
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It had to happen... the traditional V12 extra length, double bill super large, but surprisingly modest PD Ad 
Hi there for another month, have you been keeping well? Good. Me? Oh, I’m fine thanks. I’m just here to tell you about PD. Cheap PD. Not just cheap, but horrendously, stupidly, 
mind numbingly cheapness, it’s cheaper than lord cheap of cheap castle, Cheapington, Cheapshire. And then some. Did I mention it was cheap? Well, it is. 

There’s really not much you can say if you’re still paying a quid+ a disk, basically because there have been companies doing this for years now, and as time has gone by, floppy 
disks have become cheaper, as has the equipment to copy them, so why hasn’t the price gone down? Well, it has, but nobody goes as low as we do. They daren’t 
And speaking of prices, here they are: _ 
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It has come to our attention that many PD libraries feel we are vietimising them and trying to dirty their namés. We aren’t, we’re friendly chaps here at V12, we'll swap with anyone, 
and will never say anything about a library that wasn’t true. Come on, swap some PD with us and you’llsee what nice fluffy little bunnies we are. 


We can scan art in animated on stills, any format your particular Amiga shows. Ham scans ean be as good as AGA from us, and AGA ean be the best quality you'll ever see. Many 
have seen our example scans, such as blowing up an object the size of putting an object of 3 square feet:'down to the same size, both pixel perfect! Digitizing is also the same high 
standards, sampling goes up to CD quality and is totally clear and crisp. Oh what clever chaps we are. 


We aren’t business minded, we treat every customer as an individual, not just a name on a cheque. So many customers are enrolling as members and never leaving us it’s amazing. 
Thousands of customers now are of the opinion that you don’t need anyone other than V12 (I wonder where they got that idea fan?) You can rest easy in the knowledge that 
each month V12 will acquire more new PD for you than anyone else. We’ve been trying our damnest to get what you want, and that’s why our title numbers are shooting up so 
fast every month. We serve the people with what they want, cheap, reliable software and no hassle. It you are one of the unlikely few that get a problem disk, we’ll sort it out for 
you with no complaints, AG’moaning or hassles. If you have a problem dearchiving or setting up any disk, just ring us and we'll ask, and if you still can’t cope, we'll do it for you, 
free. - 


We recently got online and now we can be found roamifigaround BBS’s, we can be found mainly on Midnight Express BBS, which in our opinion is a superb BBS offering everything 
you'll ever need. If you want to get in touch with the old box with lights on the front, give us a tug and we'll sort it out. Please be gentle though, we’re new to the modem game 
and know about as much as a person who doesn’t actually know anything about modems. You see, we’re human too. | think. 


Midnight Express not only are selling modems for 50 quid with full software and connections and a month’s free subs to their operation, they’re now flogging ultra fast 33,600 BPS 
modems at the silly price of 189.99, that’s some serious welly for a severely un-welly like price. Get in touch with them on normal telephone’on the number 01384 77172, or if 
you have the idea of upgrading your modem and want to get in touch with their board, ring the number above. And, of course, théusual writing method can be used (shock!), 
their address is 21 Tiled House Lane, Brierly Hill, West Midlands DY5 4LG. We’re uploading a lot of new PD onto their boards, get in touch with them for some seriously new 
stuff. Midnight Express are not paying us anything at all for this mention, it’s just that we’ve found them to be so helpful and offer such bargains to all us Amiga users, we feel it’s 
time someone did the decent thing and mention them. If you’re thinking of getting into modem land, these people are V12’s recommendation for the easiest and friendliest ride! 


But what of us? We have the best catdisk available nowadays, without doubt. Just look at it’s capabilities, optional ram installation, automatic workbench detection and 
modification for perfect compatibility with any Amiga you happen to be running, twin device installation for up to 50% inerease in speed without using or needing a lot of that 
terribly expensive black stuff you humans call ram, and a hard drive installation option is being worked on as you read this! Oh that’s just functional, I hear you cry, why should 
that impress me? What about animation, sound samples, music, graphics, custom menus, descriptions that are honest and sidesplittingly funny (V12 accept no responsibility for 
split sides while using this catdisk, you've been warned!), fully mouse controlled point and click usage, and now uses a modified easy to use type style. Our descriptions are now 
about 40,000 lines long, yes, us saddos have typed in 40,000 lines of text to amuse you, when do we sleep, eh? 


Our catdisk’s quality is now so relied upon to impress that we simply do not need to put lists of titles in our adverts, we feel assured that customers would rather get this and see 
our entire library, not a few mish mashed lists. Want an example of our quality? We recently sent in a batch of pd games to be reviewed in a leading Amiga magazine, all of them 
got reviewed in the same month, favourably, and we got game of the month too. Not bad for a first try, eh? 


So all we ask is that you send us a 3 Ist class stamps of 75p for our 2 disk catalogue, this way you can see our quality without having to buy anything else at all, a sort of trial run. 
There’s no risks, no fuss, and you'll love the outcome. Believe me, would I likete you? Of course I wouldn’t! 


Let’s face it, can you find any other advertisement in this or any other magazine that offers 12,000+ titles at 50p each, aone for one guarantee, a 2 disk catalogue for 75p, the complete 
range of services at our customary piddly prices, and more from anyone else? I don’t think so, but I could be wrong. We don’t claim to be experts, not even clever dicks, we’re just 
Amiga users like you who happen to have collected a lot of PD and are offering it at a price we think you should pay for it. Can you blame us for that? Yes? Oh, fair enough. 


So have we.convinéed you, are we worth 3 first class stamps? 3 little bits ofsticky paper for something that could, and should, change your Amiga life for good, it’s not too much 
to ask, is it? What do you want me to do, beg? Plead? Whine? Scream? Eat a large automobile while balancing on one leg and stirring custard with my free foot’s toes? I will! 


So, I'll see you at the V12 party soon. Remember, we may not be the most serious library in the’world, but we’re the best. Nuff said. 


Special greeting this month go out to all the Amiga companies that stuck through the rot like we did, congrats on having faith in the world’s best home computer. Also a big hello 
to all the companies returning to the Amiga once again. Personal greets go out to Dean Kelly of Midnight Express BBS, hi Dean! Also, hi to Rob Daviau, Stefan Mansier, North 
Staffs PD, Freak of NFA, Sadeness PD, No Mercy Software, and Gunterheim Laboratories. We’d also like to confirm that Coca Cola is simply the best, neighbours is interesting 
and dribbling in public will get you into trouble. We know, we’ve done tests! V12 looks forward to the pleasure of your company! Hi Mum! 


WE STOCK ALL THE COLLECTIONS INCLUDING ASSASSIN’S 1-250, FRED FISH’1-1000, SCOPE 1,220, 
AMIGAN, ARUG, NEW ZEALAND, IMAGINE OBJECT COLLECTION, CLIPART COLLECTION, BARBIE, 
AMOS, LEGAL TOOLS 1-149 AND THOUSANDS MORE. WE NOW ALSO SELL CD’S CHEAPER THAN 


EVERYONE ELSE, EVERY AMIGA CD AVAILABLE IS, ERM, AVAILABLE FROM US! 


12,000+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that! 














to Reply 


Keep those letters coming as Bud Vennos loves 


to read what you Amiga Users have to write 


Plenty it seems and not all very favourable... 


Dear AUI. 

Hi there to all of you at AU/! 

The first thing | have to say is 
thanks very much and “Nice One”! 

Your superbly detailed reply (or 
should | say kick in the butt) to the 
first two letters of Williams & 
Hanrahan was just what these 
people need. | was quite impressed 
how politely you told them lot that 
they are some pathetic idiots and 
are wasting your time. | laughed my 
head off about your comment to 
look through the magazine before 
buying it, because this is the 
problem with pea-brain people; they 
moan before they think. Why waste 
a lot of money and time on snail- 
mail (I love this expression) and not 
just try the disks on someone else’s 
or clean the floppy drive? And Mr. 
Williams should have a closer look 
at his disks before cramming them 
thoughtlessly into his compi! 
Sometimes it just happens that you 
have disks flying about and the 
speed locks tend to hook into each 
other and bend open. So try to bend 
them back or put a new speed lock 
on the disk or even load the disk 
without the speed lock and make a 
back-up copy! What is up with 
them? Lack of intelligencia? 

There is a thing to be said about 
the Amiga 600 - | think it is a 
cripple. It is like a dog with one 
back leg missing which falls on his 
gob when he’s piddling. This so 
called Amiga is the worst creation 
coming from Commodore’s cuisine. 
If people decide to buy a second 
hand Amiga they end up better with 
an A500 or A2000 and upgrade it. 
For me the A600 looks like a games 
console and it is a bit silly that you 
need a new ROM for some of them 
to install a hard disk. 

Those two plonkers remind me 
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of sad sacks who write to the BBC 
and moan about TV programmes - 
’d rather spend my time with more 
delightful creations like a good 
Amiga magazine. I’d better stop this 
now for | must nearly sound like 
those two! 

A big praise for your January 
issue - it was definitely worth 
buying again - especially the disks - 
crammed with lots of goodies and a 
pleasure to work with. Coming from 
Germany | had to forage through all 
the English Amiga magazines to 
find the right ones and | must admit 
that | read Amiga Format as 
regularly as AU/ - the only two 
magazines | can open and don’t get 
bored with reviews about beat’m 
ups and silly platform games over 
and over again - or cover disks with 
football simulations, like three 
magazines published in the same 
month in summer 1994! 

By the way - Klaus Deppisch and 
Georg Hessmann - that sounds 
pretty much German. If | am right - 
“Frohest Fest und guten Rutsch in’s 
neue Jahr! And to all the rest who 
don’t speak Chinese err... Merry 
Christmas and a happy and 
successful New Year! 

| hope you will publish my piece 
of art soon and without cutting too 
much out and hopefully my English 
isn’t too bad! 

One last cry for help: does 
anybody own the game Moon Stone, 
and would he or she sell it, and will 
it run on my A1200? 

Cheers 

George Deis 
Trevivian 

Flat 2 

Trevillett 
Cornwall 

PL34 OAH 

Tel. 01840 770119 


P.S. 

Once upon a time there was a fool 
called Jill Eulenspiegel who lived in 
a little village between Frankfurt and 
Mainz in Germany. 

Jill is a short form for Jillmann 
and Eulenspiegel means owl’s 
mirror. He was dressed up in bright 
red and green clothes and a 
foolscap with bells attached. In his 
hand he always had a hand mirror 
with a little owl sitting on the frame. 
He took the mickey where ever he 
could. One day the population of his 
village had enough of him and 
burned him on a stake. Many people 
still dress up as Jill Eulenspiegel for 
carnival in Germany. Now you 
know! 


Dear George, 

Your comments on the 600 agree with 
those made by many sharp observers 
of the Amiga scene - even at the time 
when the machine came out. It was a 
very peculiar computer for Commodore 
to choose - it not only looked like a toy, 
it didn’t advance Amiga technology 

at all. 

They just seemed to want to 
produce something that would make 
people desert the 500 and they weren't 
very successful in that. The A500 was 
a computer for its time and worth the 
money that millions of users paid for it. 
Of course, the A600 should have been 
the what the A1200 was. But 
unfortunately, it’s all history now. 

Thank you for the information about 
the Eulenspiegel Affair. Now, you 
certainly have told me something | 
didn’t know because | thought it was 
Till not Jill. Are you sure that there 
hasn’t been a change of sex in the 
translation? 

We are printing your address so 
that anyone who can supply you with 
Moonstone can get in touch with you. 


Dear AU/, 

| just thought I’d drop you a line to 
tell you that every time you publish 
an issue with some gratuitous 
sexist crap on the cover, you are 
losing your serious and committed 
readership. 

A few teenagers might buy that 
issue for the cover, true, but regular 
devoted readers like me who have 
half a brain WON’T BUY THOSE 
ISSUES. Then, when you remember 
you are a computer magazine for 
the next issue, the adolescents will 
buy a different magazine with some 
titillation on the cover, and readers 
like me have by then investigated a 
more mature Amiga magazine and 
won’t come back to you. 

In short, this questionable 
selling technique is very short term, 
and | just wanted to let you know 
that the very next time | see rubbish 
like this on (or even in) the 
magazine you can say goodbye to a 
long term reader for good. 

Kevin Littlefield 


Dear Kevin, 

You are entitled to your opinion. You 
are entitled to your view of what is 
“gratuitous sexist crap”. You are 
entitled to buy or not buy AUI or any 
other magazine as you choose. But 
you are not entitled to think that your 
view is the only one, or make 
judgements, as if they are 
incontrovertible, about what a 
computer magazine should be. 

Your view apparently is that any 
exposure of the female body - and for 
all | know the male body too - is not 
permissible in any publication which is 
not dedicated to that form of exhibition 
or has any other subject as its main 
feature. 

Your seemingly holding that view 
means | think you are talking a lot of 
gratuitous bigoted crap. Quite apart 
from the fact that the readership of 
most computer or technology-oriented 
magazines is largely male and of an 
age that is interested, very interested, 
in the opposite sex - or is that any 
age? - and also setting aside the fact 
that the female form, frequently 
unclothed, has been the medium for 
some of the most life enhancing 
expressions of art in human history - 
neither consideration you mention or 
possibly care about, why on earth 
should seeing a woman’s body in a 
magazine be of offence? 

| hate to join the stupid Philistines 
who prate on about “Political 
Correctness” as if that expression were 
some kind of a condemnation of trendy 
foolishness when what it really means 
is that we are being made conscious of 
aspects of our life that may be 
offensive to others which otherwise we 
might not have considered, but, in my 


view, you are just perpetrating the kind 
of knee-jerk wail of protest that justifies 
those Philistinian reactions. 

Proposition: Men like and desire 
women’s bodies. Agreed? Proposition: 
Computer - Amiga - users are mainly 
men. Agreed? Proposition: Computer - 
Amiga - users (men) want information, 
presented in an attractive way about 
the products that will be of interest and 
use to them. Agreed? Proposition: the 
combination of the exhibition of a 
woman's body to help illustrate the 
features of a product makes it into an 
object not necessarily or only of desire 
but also makes both the body and the 
features of the product of aesthetic 
value. 

Now you are entitled to disagree 
with that proposition but if you do, you 
need to come up with some pretty - 
sorry, not pretty that is probably too 
feminine a word for you though for me 
it has a neutral gender - a very good 
reason, other than your own 
prejudices and subjection to 
fashionable propoganda, to convince 
me and, | believe, the huge majority of 
men, and probably intelligent women 
too. 

As far as | am concerned, there is 
nothing wrong with the exhibition of 
bodies and “sexist crap” is not in the 
object but, like beauty, in the eye of 
the beholder. Remember, they covered 
up the legs of pianos in Victorian times 
for the much the same kind of illogical 
reason you want to ban pictures of 
women from computer magazines. 


Dear AUI, 

‘If you take an Intel-based PC 
running a version of DOS and set 
the date to December 31 1999 and 
the time to 11.59pm, and then 
power off, when you turn the 
PC on again the date wiil be 
January 4 1980,’ says industry 
spokesman Peter de Jager. 

‘If a transaction is created 
today, but the software gives it a 
date 20 years ago, the PC will delete 
it when cleaning up its files,’ says 
Jonathan Frearson, a Year 2000 
consultant with IBM. 

‘Worse is billing - the system 
will think ‘here’s a bill 20 years 
old’ and automatically contact the 
debtor’s solicitor.’ 


Reference the enclosed cutting, any 
suggestions on how to help those 
pathetic PC nerds and anoraks 
whose “WinDoze xx” cannot cope 
with simple tasks like going from 
1999 to 2000777? 
| can think of some, but this is a 
family magazine. 
Yours sincerely, 
D A Chevers 
Kent 


Dear D A Chevers, 

Can the designers of PC machines 
and software be so pathetic, as you 
describe them? Yes, indeed, they 
obviously can. There is doubt about 
the intelligence and even the sanity of 
anyone who could ensure that a 
simple instruction that clearly needs to 
be carried out could be executed in 
such idiotic way. But then, while the 
PC has become a power in the world, 
it never started off as the ideal 
architecture of a computer. Like the 
famous Topsy, it “just growed” 

As we have seen with “Windoze”, 
which needs so much memory that 
hardware has had to be changed to 
accommodate it, the software that runs 
on this machine does’t always fit within 
its, until very recently, highly restricted 
abilities. The PC, like many things in 
our materialistic and trivialised society, 
is a huge con trick. Why have so many 
millions allowed themselves to be 
conned? The same reason that men 
wear ties when there is no practical 
need for them. The same reason that 
women pluck their eyebrows. The 
same reason that children hunger for 
some toy that is briefly in fashion. 
Human nature - which largely lets itself 
be conned rather than make the effort 
to think through what is happening 
to it. 

The PC is a lowest common 
denominator computer. The if-it-were- 
not-serious-it-would-be-funny example 
you give just shows what happens 
when you try to pour the quart of 
necessary, sensible requirements into 
the pint pot of a machine that you 
wouldn't create now if you knew what 
you really wanted to do with a 
computer. 

The trouble is that the “nerds” and 
“anoraks’ as you describe them don’t 
know that they have been conned. We 
might know, because we have 
experienced the Amiga, but they 
haven't and don’t. And what is sad is 
that they will not be able to learn from 
experience - except that of the kind 
your cutting describes - and so that 
even another time,whenever and 
whatever that is, they will not be able 
to go to the next stage in their own, 
even if “nerdish”, development as 
human beings. 

That is the predicament of all of us 
as human beings. We have to learn 
and we need the experience from 
which to learn. Too often we are 
deprived of that and the guidance and 
knowledge that would help us not 
make the same mistake again. 
Sometimes, sadly, we are ourselves 
those responsible for blocking off the 
understanding and hence the 
effort needed to make the 
upward climb to wisdom. However, 
as Amiga users, at least we know 
enough to get wise to the PC, don’t 
we? 


Dear AUI, 
Please read letter to Softwood Inc. 
enclosed regarding Amipro and 
Word for Windows import and 
export systems (using Datatypes). 
lf the Amiga is to survive on a 
home computer in an ever 
increasing networked world, people 
need to take work from the office to 
the home and vice versa. We 
therefore need those facilities. | 
have seen books sold in Blackwells 
giving file layouts of Amipro. There 
is no excuse. Please start forum 
discussions, pressure to get 
Digita/Softwood to improve. What is 
on offer at the moment is not good 
or sufficient to achieve transparent 
transfer to/from the office. 


Dear Softwood, 
PC AMIPRO and world for Windows 
import and export filters desperate 
need for high quality filters final 
writer 

As you failed to deliver this 
important function, all the fancy and 
user friendly features to put in will 
count for nothing. The Amiga, if it is 
to survive, must be a home 
computer and allow transparent 
transfer of work from the work 
place to the home and vice versa. 

This means import and export 
filters for word for Windows and 
Amipro. | have seen books 
describing the file layouts for Word 
for Windows and Amipro (it 
contained file layouts for nearly all 
file types, graphic, spreadsheets 
and word processing). There is no 
excuse really. | will have to buy 
another word processor like 
Wordworth, as it is slightly better 
for this, if you don’t improve. 

| have seen your specification 
for Final Calc and again the same 
story: partial import and export 
feature for WK1 Lotus 123 files (we 
need Excel support). This is not 
good enough. What is the point of 
developing sophisticated programs 
unless you allow your users to 
transfer a full suite of data and 
functions like styles, formatting 
information, tables and macros 
between the PC (work) environment 
and the Amiga environment (home). 

| have sworn in this letter 
through sheer frustration to make 
you understand the importance of 
this, so forgive me. | would like a 
reply to this letter even if it’s just to 
say you understand the importance, 
and | hope action to follow. 


List of important features needed: 


1. Import and export filter for PC 
Amipro and Word for Windows 


2. Datatypes support. Implement 





Amipro and Word as two data types 
and use them to import and export 
files. 


3. Public screen. Why can’t you 
make your screen public? It only 
takes one simple flag setting which 
would improve Arexx macro 
functions integration with Final 
Writer immensely. 


4. Speed improvement when 
importing graphic and EPS formats. 


5. A full 256 colour palette for 
lines, etc. 


6. Facing pages. 
7. Automatic outline numbering. 


8. Table support import from Excel 
123 and Final Calc. 


Remember it is your customers 
that determine the importance of 
functions. Please write back to this 
letter. It is being sent to all the 
major magazines in the UK. | think 
Final Writer is really excellent in 
most respects but | don’t want to 
see it lose ground. 

Regards, a loyal but ever so 
frustrated user. 

Mark Kennedy 


Berkshire 
Dear Mark, 
All | should say really is “Yes, 
indeed!” AUI 





Send your letters to: 
Write to Reply 
Amiga User Intemational 
Unit 2, Utopia Village 
7 Chalcot Road, 
London NWT 8LX 







yOu wish to send Email 
letter to Write to Reply o 
Amiga Answers, 
AUI can be contacted on CIX as 


amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk 
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o the west of London, nota 

million miles from Maid- 

enhead, there are unusual 

going-ons of an Amiga mu- 
sical nature. David Pleasance, 
yes, the ex-Managing Director of 
Commodore UK, has been working 
on a new music CD called “Every- 
body’s Girlfriend”. And who is 
everybody’s girlfriend? But you 
speak Espanish, of courrse! The 
Girrrlfrrriend ees in Espanish... Si, 
si - La Amiga, naturalmente! 

This Amiga oriented CD is a col- 
lection of original songs celebrat- 
ing ten years of our favourite com- 
puter. How did the ex-MD of 
Commodore UK, not so long ago 
responsible for the sales of the 
Amiga, end up doing an Amiga 
music CD? You may surprised to 
hear that David Pleasance, long 
before he got involved in the dubi- 
ous world of computing, was in the 
purer artistic sphere of 
music. A professional fla- 


Everyet 





Robert Twitcher reports on a 


surprising Amiga-related 


mewcomer to the music 


publishing world. 


writer and has, for some years, 
used Amigas for sequencing. Knox 
met Pleasance and Fermor at a 
performance of his, and immedi- 
ately struck up a friendship that 
has culminated in this Amiga 
based CD. 


All Digital 


The studio the group are using is a 


state of the art 24-track digital, and 
at the heart of it is an Amiga 
4000/40 running Blue Ribbon’s 
Bars & Pipes. Within the Amiga 
they have a _ Sunrize 
Studio 16 hard disk rec- 


menco guitarist at the We wanted casa: ae 
tender age of twenty- of digital audio, linked to 
- one, he appeared on TV, to rove an external SCSI 740Mb 
and even had his own that the hen : sg 
P ey have all been 
apex pond te the not AMIGA CAN righty impressed with 
enormously creative act- make real the faultless performance 
ivity of running a comput- music of the Amiga. “We've liter- 


er company, when the 
opportunity arose to org- 
anise this project he grabbed the 
chance with both stringplucking, 
palm clapping hands. Ole! 

“| was fed up with certain com- 
puter companies claiming to be the 
de-facto standard for music when | 
know what the Amiga is capable 
of.” Says the EX-CBM MD.” We 
wanted to prove that the Amiga 
can make real music.” Olé indeed! 

To help make the project hap- 
pen he brought in pro-musicians 
Ed Fermor and Richard Knox, col- 
lectively Know as ‘Passion’. Pass- 
ion! Wow! Just the thing for a hot- 
blooded Latin senorita, no? 

Ed Fermor started out as a 
drummer before moving on to gui- 
tar, and has extensive studio expe- 
rience. He has also toured the 
world with a number of bands. 
Richard Knox is a_ singer/song- 
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ally put hundreds of hours 
in with this machine and it 
has never crashed once,” David 
Pleasance commented. 

They did, at one point, come 
across a problem with midi sync- 
‘ing and had to resort to using a 
Mac (shame!), but all the composi- 
tion and arrangements have been 
done exclusively on the Amiga. 
Everybody’s Girlfriend is a testa- 
ment to the Amiga’s stability in the 
pro music studio environment. The 
other equipment in the studio con- 
sists of a Soundcraft DC 2000 mix- 
ing desk, two Tascam DA88 digital 
multi-track recorders, and various 
sound sources - including a Korg 
Wavestation, a Proteus, and a 
Roland TD7. Monitoring is provid- 
ed by Genlec and Absolute speak- 
ers, an impressive line up by any- 
one’s standard. 

Given all this technology it was 





From Left to right: Ed Fermor, Richard Knox and 
Ex-CBM MD David Pleasance, playing with 
Everybody’s Girlfriend and touch of Passion. 


still very important to both Richard 
Knox and Ed Fermor to capture a 
live feel, rather than being slaves 
to traditional sequencing work 
practices. Bars & Pipes provided a 
new and interactive way of working 
that freed them from metronomic 
systems, and due to its unique 
editing and tool manipulation, it 
gave them a freedom that they 
consider other software just could- 
n't provide. If more studios took 
note of the creative potential of 
Bars & Pipes colourful graphical 
editing, then, they believe, we 
might move away from difficult text 
and number driven systems. 

As for the music, | was very 
impressed with those songs that 









were completed. They ranged from 
good, strong, dance oriented 
songs, through rock, to more 
gentle, delicate ballads. Most of 
the vocals are by Richard Knox, 
but there are guest singers on 
some of the tracks. 

The overriding feeling 
was of a great live ambi- 
ence that sets this CD 
apart from most midi and 
computer sequenced mus- 
ic. The group has achieved 
an exceptionally live feel, 
especially in the rhythm 
department. Fermor and 
Knox had obviously spe- 
nt many hours getting the 
very best out of Bars & 
Pipes, and the Roland TD7 
drum samples, to attain a 
superb live drum sound. 
As any midi musician 
knows, it is very hard to 
get any sort of feeling out 
of a machine, but the-se 
boys seem to have done it. 

| thoroughly recom- 
mend you to listen to it. 
Firstly, because of the 
wide range of good strong 
songs, and secondly and 
perhaps more importantly, 
because it demonstrates 
what can be achieved with 
the Amiga in combination 
with good software and studio 
hardware. 

By the time you read this the full 
version of “Everybody’s Girlfriend” 
should be available. You can order 
it by mail from Tangent Music at 
£11.99 plus £1.49 p&p. Come on, 
give Everybody’s Girlfriend whirl. 
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